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PREFACE. 



Gentle Eeabee, be entreated to revert to a 
custom somewhat obsolete and read my Preface. 

The author trusts that no labored apology is 
required at his hands, for the present humble 
attempt to gather together, and to present to the 
inhabitants of Dundas Counly, a variety of details 
chiefly connected with its history, many of which 
are more familiar to individual residents of the 
district than they are to himself. Yet a word 
or two of explanation may reasonably be sought 
for, as to the motives which prompted the attempt, 
and as to the data upon which the statements 
are founded. In respect to the motives, it may 
be asked what has induced a farmer to fors^e 
his plough aud to venture, an unknown wanderer, 
into the luckless paths of literature ? Beader, 



a variety of circumstances have indeed him for 
a time to relinquish the arduous hut Itonorahle 
lahors of the farm ; in prosecuting' these, Vhile 
unfortunately for himself he has lost much that 
he now ardently wishes he could have retained, 
he has yet acquired the valuable habit of industry 
and application. Having b^en relieved from the 
toils of farming, and finding time at his dis^sal, 
he has looked around him to see how both;time 
and opportunities might be most profitably^ em- 
ployed, not however in the vulgar accejrfation of 
DoUais and Cents — ^he looks for i\p such romu- 
neration, and certainly he will be none the rfeher 
for having writj;eii a book — ^but for the pubHc 
good. Eor this an opportunity soon offered. 

The Board of Agriculture for Upper Canada 
having urgently requested the directors of County 
Societies, to transmit to ihem more copious and 
detailed reports of the several counties in the 
Upper Province than they had been in the hj^it of 
doing, and by way of inducement having offered 
a prize for the best report that should reach them 
for the year 1859, the author volunteered to 
report upon Dund^, and this was the origin of 
the present book. A great ^l of what is -here 
submitted in connection with the County was 
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embodied in that report, and the following extract 
from its introduction is equally applicable here : 
" A correct and reliable description of Qach 
County, its history, capabihties, and progress, and, 
9& a consequence the comparative inducements 
which each holds out to emigrants, and others 
who desire to engage in agricultural pursuits, is a 
desideratum which even the elaborate Directory 
of Canada by Mr. Lovell, and the copious and 
painstaldng Census of 1851-2 have not fully 
supplied. A great deal relating to the several 
Counties may be gleaned from these sources, but 
it is a work of time and difficulty to separate 
what is wanted from the mass of information 
which they contain. We have long desired to 
see a full report of each County complete in it- 
self and we think we cannot better respond to 
the expressed wish of the Board, than by colle»<h 
mg from reliable pubUc sources all that is known 
of our County, and adding from local informa- 
tion matters of interest not to be found in the 
works referred to. The belief that such a rejport 
would be particularly acceptable to the inhabi- 
tants generally of the County, has induced us 
to enter freely upon many subjects .which would 
not necessarily have been embraced in a striQ% 
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agricultural report." A variety of other matters 
attracted the attention of the writer in prepariing 
that report, which the limited time did not per- 
mit him to include in it. At the solicitation of 
some esteemed friends, the whole was revised and 
enlarged, and is now presented to the reader as 
a history of the County. He has farther been 
induced to prosecute the work from the convic- 
tion, that many of the incidents connected with 
the early history of Dundas would otherwise have 
been lost, as those from whom authentic infor- 
mation can be had are now few in number, and 
are one by one in rapid succession disappearing 
from our midst. This much for the motives. 

Piracy has ever been held to be one of the 
blackest of crimes. Literary piracy is even more 
despicable still. He who would pawn off the 
studied compositions of others as his own, may 
rest assured that in due time " his sin will find 
him out." In preparing the following pages the 
author lays very httle claim to originality, further 
than in the selection and arrangement of such 
subjects as seemed suited to his purpose. This 
remark applies particularly to the first three chap- 
ters. The events therein narrated are presented 
simply as extracts from the more complete his- 
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tones of others. " Rusflel's History of America/* 
avoluminous work published in 1776, and replete 
with authentic references, has furnished the largest 
part of that which relates to the discovery of 
America, and the early history of Canada; " Hali- 
burton's Nova Scotia," all that refers to that Pro- 
vmce. From " Hough's History of St. Lawrence 
County," several interesting statements have been 
gleaned. The author of that work (a volume of 750 
pages) in commenting upon the aflPaurs of Canada, 
notices us with good feeling, and his remarks are 
usually characterized by candor and accuracy. 
Prom " Allison '' and " Montgomery Martin," we 
are enabled at times to look upon American his- 
tory, as viewed by British historians, while " Chris- 
tie," " Smith '' and " Morris " have posted us up 
in local matters. The information respecting the 
battle of "Crysler's Farm'' has been derived 
chiefly from parties residing in the County or 
neighborhood, who were eye witnesses of every 
thing related. It is but justice also to mention, 
that in comparing their statements with the his- 
torical accounts of the above cited authorities, 
there exists no material discrepancy. Some of 
the other incidents of the war of 1812 are taken 
ftom a history of that war published in the 
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" Anglo American " Magazine. The " Montreal 
Gazette" of 1837-8-9 furnished many of the 
incidents connected with the Eebellion, and a 
pamphlet published in Prescott, immediately after 
the battle of the Wind-mill, supplied the facts 
that transpked there. The narrative of the 
Prince of Wales' visit is chiefly original, with 
occasional extracts from the correspondence of 
the " Montreal Gazette." 

These acknowledgements, the author trusts, will 
be deemed sufficient without having recourse to a 
display of references altogether inconsistent with 
the unpretending character of these pages. A 
host of friends, too numerous to mention, have 
laid him under particular obligations by the ready 
manner in which they put themselves to conside- 
rable inconvenience to assist in reproducing the 
details given. Amongst these are Judge Jarvis 
of Cornwall, Major Clark of Edwardsburgh, Jacob 
Brouse, Esq., of Matilda, Peter Brouse, Messrs. 
George Merckley, and Peter Loucks of Williams- 
burgh; nor should he omit to name the Bev. 
Herman Hayunga, who rendered valuable assist* 
ance in the ecclesiastical department, and the 
Bev, Alex. F. Kemp of Montreal, to whom the 
reader is indebted for the notes on Geology and 
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Natural Histoiy contained in the eighth chapter. 
Prom him also the author has received much 
yaluable assistance in preparing for the press, 
which he hereby acknowledges. 

If after these frank admissions there be yet 
room for apology, it can only be in reference to 
the plan of the work, and the feebleness of its 
execution. To whatever charges the reader may 
prefer against him in these respects, the author 
will unhesitatingly plead " gui%." If at times 
he has wandered wide of his subject, it has gene- 
rally been to notice circumstances affecting the 
Province at large, all of which have a local and 
particular, as well as a national and general 
interest ; sometimes too the digression has been 
made in order that prominent events in the his- 
tory of our whole country may reach those for 
whose use the narrative has been mainly penned, 
and who have not access to the historical works 
in which they are detailed. 

If the actions of " Crysler's Farm " and the 
" Windmill " seem to be too prominently brought 
out, it is because the one was fought in the 
Comity of Dundas, and that in the other the 
militia of Dundas took a prominent part. 

In thus endeavoring to preserve a record of the 
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history of the Counly, the authOT has spared no 
labour or cost in procuring accurate information, 
and in making the book worthy of the subject. If 
this, his first, and in all probability his last lite- 
rary attempt, be recognized as in any measure an 
atonement, for thirteen years of his life spent in 
the County with little or no pubhc benefit to his 
fellow subjects, his object will have been folly 
attained, and the time he has devoted to it amply 
recompensed. 

" If ouglit of &noT or intemperate truth, 
Should meet thine ear, think thou that riper age 
Will calm it down, and let thy love forgive it !" . 

GoLEBmoE. 

J. CEOIL. 
Aicherfield, 1st May, 1861. 
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DUNDAS; 
A SKETCH OF CANADIAN HISTORY. 



' Liw of gireat men all remind iii> 
"We cui make our lives aubUme, 
And, dewartiBg, leave behind na 
Voo^ piuits on the aanda of time." 

LosonLLo#» 



CHAPTBE L 

Bistory— Portuguese MArinerfr-^Oolambiu safls to th« We8i--»Lftnd ko I 
Shipwreck-— Return to Spain— Rejoicings— 'His second TOjage— 
Massacre of Spaniards — Kativ^es rebel, and are reduced to slayer j— 
Third royage— Further discoTeries— Insurrection of colonists— * 
Columlms impeacbed at Conrt«-»Is bound in irons and sent to 
Spaki«-*fiis defenoe-^Hif death-^Americus visits the New World— 
Kamed Anieiic»«->His deathf^DisooreriM of Oabot and Jaeqaet 
Gartier. 

(From 1492 to 16490 

^ HsTOKT if a tecori of facfts and ev«iit8, relatiifg to tibe past 
onsteAoe of nations and of the World, banded down from one 
gmeratktt to another.'^ During the firert; tliree thotisand years 
of msn^s ^xUtenoe in i^e World, Utile is known of the history of 
AstionB, mefQ tiie brief o«<&e presented to ns in the saored 
ithune* The early history of Europe originates in mythology^ 
and the ciromnstanoes atl^ading its fost settlemefit are beyond 
onrloiowiddgek LitraobgAe history of any oonntty^tiie starting- 
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point is usually the period in its existence when the light of 
lettered civilization first dawns upon it. Beyond that, there may 
be oral traditions more or less authentic, but these furnish imper- 
fect data for the pen of the historian, whose aim is to set forth 
nought but the well ascertained facts of ihe past. 

We speak of Europe as the " Old World,'* with its history 
stretching into the past two thousand years ; we speak of America 
as the " New World," the existence of which became known to 
Europeans only three hundred and sixty-eight years ago. How 
far short does history come of disclosing to us the past, and 
it may be the stirring events that have transpired in our 
country during a long seriea of ages ! Who is there amongst 
the most learned that can with certainty determine the time 
or the manner in which our aborigines first found their way 
to this continent ? Who can tell how long the red man haa held 
in undisputed possession the territories from which he has been 
ejected by the white ? This much only we do know, that, although 
recently discovered by Europeans, the whole of this vast continent 
has, during many ages, been the abode of human beings, endowed 
with reason, intelligence, and passions like our own. 

The Portuguese, who had long been noted as skilful mariners, 
discovered the island of Madeira in the year 1420, and planted a 
colony there. Their frequent voyages to this island, and the 
introduction of the mariner's com]^>ass, then newly invented, 
tended gradually to accustom them to a bolder navigation ; and 
instead of creeping servilely along the shore, they ventured boldly 
into the open ocean. In a few years the whole eastern coast of 
Africa was explored, and in the year 1486 the southernmost point 
of that continent had been reached ; and King John, foreseeing 
that it would lead to the discovery of a passage to India by sea, 
the great object of all previous explorations, named the promon- 
tory " The Cape of Good Hope," in preference to the name given 
it by the navigator, " Tempestuous Cape." 

The fame of the Portuguese discoveries allured into their 
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service adyentorons navigators ^m all the maritime states of 
Europe. Among these was Ghristopher Golombus, a native of 
Genoa, wlio had already distingoished himself as a mariner and a 
scholar. He repaired to Lisbon in the year 1459, and his repu- 
tation secured him a favourable reception by the Portuguese. 
There he married Philippa Perestrello, daughter of an Italian 
captain of that name, who had the good fortune to discover 
Madeira. In this way he got possession of the joumak and 
the charts of that able navigator. From them he learned the 
course which the Portuguese had held in making their discoveries ; 
and he gratified his passion for the sea, by making frequent 
voyages to Madeira, the Canaries, and Aiores. 

During the course of these voyages, Columbus formed the great 
scheme of discovery, which he afterwards carried so happily into 
execution. As the spherical form of the earth was then Imown, 
and its magnitude ascertained with some d^ee of accuracy, he 
had early concluded that the continent on the one side of the globe 
must be balanced by an equal quantity of land on the other. He 
had observed too, after violent westerly winds, that trees torn 
up by the roots, were driven on the coasts of the Aiores. Pieces 
of wood artificially carved had also been found floating on the 
sea to the westward of any known land, and suggested the idea of 
a vast continent in that direction. From the accounts of travellers 
from China and Japan, he argued that the further these countries 
extended to the east, they must, as a matter of course, approach 
nearer to the islands recently discovered in the west; and that' the 
most direct course to the rich countries of the east might possibly 
be found by sailing due west across the Atlantic Ocean, instead of 
winding around the coasts of Africa. His mind was bent upon 
testing, as soon as an opportunity should offer, the soundness of 
his conjectures. He repaired to his native country, and laid his 
scheme before the senate of Glenoa. It was rejected as the dream 
of a visionary projector. Next to his native land, he appealed to 
the land of his adoption, and made an overture to the King of 
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PortngaL Unable bimself to enter into the merhft of the caaey 
the king referred ^ consider&tion of iJte plan to three eminfafrft 
oosmographers. These men, instead (^ enoooraging, did all tfa^ 
eould to divert him from his purpose; and, horii]^ extorted fi*(»B 
him fall partiottlass oi his proposed voyage of disoorery, th^ 
instigated the king seoretlj to dispatdli a vessel to attempt tiui 
diseovery, in hopes thai they might thus sotnue for fhemaehes 
tike glory dne to another. Full of indignation, Colnmbas instantly 
quitted Portugal, and in ihe year 14d4 landed in Spain. Ferdi* 
nand and Isabella, being then engaged in imr iriih the Moors of 
Qrenada, had no kisuie to listen to the enthnsiai^ project of 
the mariner. For five long years he ivias kepi in siMpense, and 
Iben told, that, tmtil the war was tenmnated, their majesties eenld 
not engage in any new and expensive enterprise. His sdiem^ 
had in the meantime been submitted to Henry the Seventh e£ 
England, and was so &vonrably received that Gohmbns resolved 
to visit the oomrt of En^and in penKAi. As he was about to 
staort, he received am unexpected sommims to Hie eowtt of Spsdn, 
and the eonqnert of Qrenada being soon after completed, an 
agreement with Coiombus was signed on the 17th of April, 1492, 
by which he was constituted admiral and viceroy over all thi» 
lands and seas he i^eiild discover, and granting to him and hni 
heirs for ever the tenth part of tiie dear psofits which should 
vesdit to the crown firom the success of his labours^ 

No time was lost in making preparatioiis. The armiament was 
however ill in keeping with ihd importance of the service \ tA 
-consisted of only tibree vessds, named the Santa Uaria, Pinia, 
imd Nigna. The first named was a decked vesasl, and was eom*^ 
manded by Columbus in person ; the others were open caraivels. 
With this small squadron, carryii^on]^BiDetjme% and victualled 
fbr twelve months, CMumbus set sail £nnn the port of Palosj in 
the province of Andalusia, a little befinre son-iising, on the tUsd 
day of August, 1402. He steered directly fbr the Canary Ishrnds, 
which he reached in ten days, without say maienal oceurvenoe^ 
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88fe tiie loM of tlie Pinta's rodder, whidtk bit erew regarded as a 
bad om^i, but wbiob be considered only as a mark of unskilAil- 
IM88 on ibe part of tbe sbip^milder. After refitting, be again 
pot to sea, and held bis ooinrse doe wwt, leaving at once tbe 
asaai track oi naTigatioB, $mA buincbing boldly into an ocean, 
ndlb wbose extreme sbores be was unacquainted and of wbicb 
be bad no cbart, in quest of countries wbieb existed perhi^ only 
in bis own imagination. No sooner bad be lost sigbt of land, tbaa 
ma&y of bis sailors, akeady discouraged, b^aa witb violent 
tiolainations to beat tb«r breasts and sbed tears, noiwitbstanding 
all bis efforts to animate tb^n. Tbey regarded bis enterprise as tbe 
desperate project of a rarii ady<»turer, wbo would soon burry tb^n 
to destruction. Columbus bappily possessed Uie courage and 
piesenee of mind wbi^ triumpbed amidst ibe greatest perils, and 
ne^^ failed to inspire confidence. He appeared idways cool and 
ecrilected, and ccmiforted bis crew witb assurances of ultimate 
success, and the prospect of vast wealtb in tbose c^ulent regiims 
wbitbw be was conducting tbem. He personally superintended 
tbe exeoution of every order, allowing bimsdf only a few bours 
tot sleep, and was at all otber times upon deck. Sensible tbat 
tbe lengtb of the voyage must alarm sailors accustomed to only 
sbort excursions, be endeavoured to coneeal from tbem the prog- 
ress tbey bad made. When two bundred leagues west of tbe 
Canaries, the variation of tbe compass was first observed by 
l^m. At this they became greatly alarmed, and refused to 
continue tbe voyage. This phenomenon, which is now familiar 
to every mariner, and the precise amount of which, at any given 
point, can now be determined by calculation, shook the companions 
of Columbus wiib terror. For this, however, be assigned a reason, 
wbicb, though it did not satisfy himself, seemed plausible to his 
associates. New fears pressed upon tbem every day. They 
continued their course for mimy weeks, and still there was no 
appearance of land. His officers now took part with the men, 
and a general mutiny ensued. Tbey reproached Columbus in 
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the most yiolent langaage, and threatened to throw him overboard 
if he did not instantly alter his course, and return to Spain. He 
answered their abuse in the mildest and most gentle terms, 
concluding with a solemn assurance that if land was not discoTered 
within three days he would abandon the enterprise. Before one 
day out of three had expired, the clouds around the setting sun 
gave strong presages of land. At midnight of the second night, 
a light was discovered ahead of the vessel, and the next momingy 
the 12th of October, 1492, Columbus, who had been all night 
anxiously watching the light, was the first to utter the joyful cry 
of " Land ho T' The effect of such an exclamation upon a 
dispirited and exhausted crew may be easier imagined than de- 
scribed. They instantly began to sing the " Te Deum "\ and this 
done, they fell prostrate at their commander's feet, imploring him 
to pardon their incredulity and ignorance, and pronounced him to 
be a man inspired by Heaven. Columbus was as calm in pros- 
perity as he had hitherto been in adversity. He ordered the 
boats to be manned and armed, and rowed towards the land, 
with colours flying, martial music, and every kind of warlike 
pomp. Dressed in a gorgeous robe, he was the first to spring 
ashore ; his men followed ; and kneeling down, all kissed the 
ground. He then took solemn possession of the cotLntry in 
the name of their Catholic Majesties, or, as some say, in 
the name of Queen Isabella alone, who patronized the expedi- 
tion. The natives gazed in silent admiration upon their new 
guests, whom they r^arded as a superior order of beings : the 
dress of the Spaniards, their beards, but more than all their 
ships, appeared wonderful to those simple people. Nor were the 
Spaniards less surprised themselves. The inhabitants appeared 
entirely naked ; their faces and bodies were fantastically painted, 
and their complexion was of that dusky copper-oolour peculiar to 
the New World. They were wholly ignorant of the use of iron 
and the nature of sharp weapons, innocently rubbing their hands 
against the sharp edges of the Spanish swords. 
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The land which Colnmbos had difloovered was an island of 
fifteen leagues in oiroumference, in the Bahama group, called bj 
the natives Goanahani. Golombos called it San Salvador, which 
signifies ^' being saved " : it is now known as Gat Island. He 
explored the island in search of gold, but finding none, he again put 
to sea, taking with him seven of the natives, who, when they had 
acquired the Spanish language, should act as interpreters. Steer- 
ing east, he next arrived at Hayti, to which he gave the name of 
Espagnola. In coasting along this island, his ship ran upon a 
rock, and, but for the timely assistance of boats ^m the Nigna, 
and the friendly ud of the natives in their canoes, all on board 
must have perished. Nothing had been seen of the Pinta since 
they had left Cuba. There now remained but one vessel, and 
that an open boat, the smallest of the squadron, to traverse such 
a vast tract of ocean, and to carry so many men back to Europe. 

These were alarming circumstances. Columbus at once re- 
solved to leave part of his crew upon the island, that they might 
prepare the way for a settlement of the colony. He set them to 
work to erect a small fort, and placed the great guns saved from 
the wreck of the Santa Maria upon its ramparts. In ten days 
it was completed, the simple natives labouring with the greatest 
alacrity in erecting this, the first monument of their own slavery. 
He then drew up his men in battle array, in presence of the 
assembled multitudes, and fired several discharges of musketry, 
concluding the review with a volley from the great guns, the 
sudden discharges of which struck ihem with terror and amaze- 
ment. They at once concluded that it was impossible to resist 
men who came armed with thunder and lightning against their 
enemies. Having taken these precautions for the protection of 
the infant colony, consisting of 38 men, Columbus left Hispaniola, 
and steering east was soon out of sight of land. After a danger- 
ous voyage of ten weeks, he arrived at Palos, on the 15th of 
March, 1493. He was received on landing with royal honours : 
the bells were rung, cannons fired, and universal joy demonstrated 
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in every poesiMe nuumer. F^idinand md Isabella reoeived Mm, 
arrayed in their r(^al robes and seated upon a ihroae. They loaded 
him with honors; and what pleaaed him more than all, they gave 
orders to prepare without delay a larger armament than ike first, 
that he might retnm to e^ore regions more opulest than he had 
hitherto met with. Serenteen ships wexe equipped with nnnsoid 
rapidity, and fifteen hundred persons of all ranks and enjoy- 
ments went on board, furnished with 0eed, i^ants, domestio 
animals, and im^^ements ; — ^in&ct, with every thing they required 
for conquest or settlement. On the 25th November, 1493, the 
fleet sailed from Cadis, and arrived at Hispaniola after a voyage 
of seven weeks. Columbus landed at the fort he had ereeted bat 
a short time before. To his inezpressihle grief and eonstemation, 
he found it ^tirdy demolished, and not a Spaniard alive to tell 
the tale: they had be^i out off te a man. He found upon enquiry 
that the Spaniards had brought the oalamity on themselves, for 
no sooner were they freed from bis restraints, than they began 
to perpetrate all manner of emd and wanton outrages on i^ 
unoffending natives. Aroused at last to rev^sge, these Mi upon 
them in great numbers, burned their fort, and put tiiem all to 
death. The first act of Columbus now was to provide aocommo- 
dation for his numerous followers. He traced out the plan of a 
town, wluoh was quiekly reared and strtmgly fortified, and, leaving 
most of the Spanish settlers there, he proceeded in quest of 
further discoveries. In April, 1494, he vbited Jamaica, imd 
procured connderable quantities of gold-dust. On rotuming to 
Hispaniola, he was greeted with the most heart-rending rop<»rta 
of the insubordination of his own soldiers during his abs«u)e. 
He found the whole island in a state of rev<dt, and the insulted 
and inoffensive natives only awaiting the signal of their leaders 
to rise in a mass and drive their cruel opi»ressors into the sea. 
Columbus was forced to have recourse to arms. He assembled 
his whole force, now reduced to two hundred foot, twenty horse, 
and twenty large dogs. Against him were all the chiefs of 
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the idand, sare one, togetlier with 100,000 naked saTages ia 
arms. Instead of taking adyaniage of tlie woods, they aeaci 
bled in a lai^ open plain, where Cdombna attacked them during 
the night. FiUed wi& eonstemation, by ^kd noiae and hayoc of 
the fire-anns, the foree of tiie oayalrj, and the fierce assault of 
the dogs, they direw down their arms and fled at the first onset ; 
and from that moment rdinqnidiing all thov^hts of resistanee, 
^bi&j abandoned ihemselyes to despair, and becune heno^nrih the 
slaves of their opponents. Golnmbos returned to Spain. In 
1498 a third squadron of six Teasels was fitted out, and, there 
bdng this time no Tolimteers, the prisons were drained of their 
malefactors to r^lmiisdi the numbers of the already wasted colony. 
This was a fatal mistake to the hi^iness of all ooneemed — an 
unlikely souree from whidi cdiould arise a prosperous and happy 
colony. In his third voyage Columbus steered more to the south 
than formerly, and, passing the cluster of the West-India Ldaads, 
he arrired at Trinidad, a large island at the mouth of the Orinooo 
River. GonTinoed from the magnitude of the river that he had 
at last discovered an immense ocmtinent, he coasted along the 
shores of the Proyinoes, now known as Y enesuela and Granada, and 
landed at various points. He was so much pleased with the 
beauty and ^artiHty of the country, and the intelligence and oour- 
age of the natires, that he concluded it to be ^e paradise de- 
scribed in Scripture. The shattered condition of his diips how- 
ev^ prevented him from prosecuting his discoveries further at 
that time, and he directed his course to Hispaniola once moM. 
Again he found the a&irs of the colony in a state of the greatest 
anarchy and confusion. A serious insurrection had broken out, 
and threatened its utter annihilation. Oohimbus saw at 
once the necessity of prompt measures to quell the rebellion. 
Some of the malcontents he shipped off to Spain, others he appeased 
by allotting them extensive tracts of land, and by appointing a 
certain number of Indians to cultivate theground for the use of ^Mtr 
new masters. Thus, unhiqypily, were the chains of slavery fo]^;6d on 
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this hemispliere, and iihe natives of the New World subjected to the 
most grievous oppressions. In addition to these calamities, 
Columbus now became the victim of slander and calumny by the 
very men whom he had raised from poverty, to distinction and 
influence. He was accused of tyranny, oppression, and avarice, 
by those who envied his reputation and success. The faith of even 
his patroness, Queen Isabella, began to give way to suspicion. A 
resolution fatal to Columbus was taken. Boradilla was appointed 
to repair to Hispaniola to inquire into the allied grievances, and, 
if found to be true, to supersede him in the command. The 
opportunity thus afforded to aggrandize himself, though it should 
prove the destruction of a great and good man, was more than 
the Spanish adventurer could resist. In the most arbitrary man- 
ner he condemned him without a hearing, ordered him to be instant- 
ly arrested and hurried on board ship. Columbus submitted with 
composure, and even dignity, to this reverse of fortune. TouchBd 
with sentiments of piiy due to the rank, age, and merit of his 
prisoner, the captain of the vessel on board of which he was con- 
fined offered, as soon as he was clear of land, to release him from 
his fetters. " No, Vallejo I " replied Columbus. " I wear these 
chains in obedience to the orders of my sovereigns ; they shall find 
me as obedient to this as to all their other injunctions. By their 
command I have been confined, and their command alone shall 
set me at liberty." The voyage to Spain was fortunately short, 
Ferdinand and Isabella, ashamed of their own conduct, instantly 
ordered his fetters to be struck off. He threw himself at the feet 
of his sovereigns, where he remained some time unable to utter a 
word, so deep was his emotion. At length he recovered himself, 
and, in a pathetic speech, completely vindicated his conduct, produ- 
cing the most satisfactory proof of his own integrity, and of the 
base malevolence of his enemies. Their majesties affected r^ret 
for all that had occurred, but did not evidence their sincerity by 
reinstating him to his former command. They fitted out however 
another expedition for the aged adventurer, who in the year 1502 
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set out on liis fonrth and last voyage, witibi all the ardonr and buoy- 
ancy of youth. It resulted in a series of disappointments and disas- 
ters. At Hispaniola he met witibi an inhospitable reception. He p^e- 
trated the Gulf of Darien in search of some strait through which 
he might emerge on anoth^ ocean, which he conjectured extended 
to the East Indies ; but he sought in yain. In attempting to 
establish a colony on the main land, he was frustrated by tibie 
determined opposition of the natives ; — and this, tibie first repulse 
that the Spaniards had met with in the New World, was the 
commencement of a series of calamities that pursued Columbus to 
his grave. His feeble squadron was assailed by a furious hurri- 
cane in which two of his vessels were lost. With the remaining two 
he had great difficulty in reaching Jamaica, where he ran them 
aground to prevent them from sinking, and took refrige in a cave, 
which is still shown as the cave of Columbus. Worn out with 
&tigue and privations, he returned to Spain, where he did not long 
survive his misfortunes. He died at Yalladolid on the 20th of 
May, 1506, in the 69th year of his age. By orders of Philip tibie 
First, then king of Spain, these words were inscribed on his tomb ; 
'' To Castile and Leon Columbus has given a new world." 

His conspicuous services undervalued and unrequited by his king 
— the glory of his achievements envied by his fellow mariners — 
his unostentatious worth unappreciated by the nations of Christ- 
endom, — ^the star of Columbus set obscurely under the dark 
doud of a distant horizon. Another star arose in meridian 
splendor and attracted the gaze of Europe, once more aroused to 
a sense of the vast importance which these discoveries in the New 
World would be to the inhabitants of the Old — ^another mariner, 
skilled in astronomy and nautical science, endowed with virtues 
equalled only by those of Columbus, engraved his name on the 
tablet of the world's history — a name destined to be had in remem- 
brance while the world endures — ^Americus entered the field of 
discovery, and clearly unfolded what his great precursor had but 
dimly shadowed forth. 
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That Columbtus did not reach tiie mafai land of the New Worid 
until his third Tpyage is certain, and it is equally certain thai 
Amerieus did readi it on hisjUrst voyage, but while there is no dis- 
pating the day and date of the landing of Colnmhus there, nnfortii«> 
natety public opinion is divided as to the year in which Americu 
first landed. Reputed, not only as a man of science, but a 
ready writer, Amerieus gave to the world an iikteresting ao* 
oonnt of his dkooveries, addressed to Soderim, president of 
tht Florentine rqmblie, of which Amerieus was a natiye. He 
dius commences hib letter, ^^ In the year 1497, on the 10th day 
of May, we left the port of Cadis, with four ships in company. 
The first land we made waa that of ihe Fortunate Island, situated 
in the western ocean, distant from Lisbon 280 leagues. We tarried 
here eight days, taking in wood and water, when, having ofieied 
np our prayers, we weighed andbor «nd s^ sail. We sailed so 
ra|adly that at tiie end of twentynBeren days we came in si^t of 
land, which we judged to be a continent being about 1000 leagues 
west of the Grand Canaries." A loi^ epistle follows, giying the 
most minute details of his landing at various points, of his recep^^ 
tion by the natives, their appearance, manners, and costcmis, his 
battles with them, and his excursions into their country, ezt^iding 
to a distance of eighteen leagues firom the sea. In conclusion he 
says : " we set sail for Spam with 222 priscmers (slaves) and 
arrived m the port of Cadiz on the 15th day of October, 149B, 
wh^re we were all wdl received, and found a market for our 
slaves." 

The circumstance of his having written an account of his traTtb 
is ungenerously used by those who would detract from his fkme, 
as an evidence that he himself was desirous of giving his own name 
to the new continent. £[i» enemies even go so far as to ass%n a 
fictitious character to the whole narrative ; while others hc^d tiiat 
a mistake occurred in the date of it, and maintain that the voyi^ 
narrated was identical witibi his second voyage, by which he 
reached the continent in 1499. They say, << The near 
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Uance of the iiMriclentB, ike aimiltrity of dstai of trmal and 
depwtaie, and tiie direct teBthmmy of Ojada, Urn captain of the 
veisel in which he sailed, render it abnost oertain that the first 
wyage of <)}eda and ike seosnd TC^rage of Amerieos are ids&r 
tioal." 

As to the anihentictty of the letter, we can oflbrno o^ion,and 
in so £ur as the name ^' America '' is oonooned, it matten little^ 
AmencoB was hi^y skilled in the constmction of maps and 
charts, and it is quite likely that in depicting the coast of Braail| 
on whidi he ma^ his first landing, he gaiye to that part 
ofthecontineni, the name of America. Ifhe did so, he did no mer* 
than what many another mariner has done since then; and he is no 
more to be blamed for this, than is Henry Hudson, who gave his 
tmt name at once to Hudacm JUrer, and to Hudson Bay. The 
enor, fi!>r an error doobUess it was, lay with those who, nnin- 
tMtlionally it may be, oame to designate a whole oontment by the 
mane which Amcriens had given to a very smaE portion of it. 
The distmct ori^ of the mane, cannot it 9spp&9iBj be tmoed. It 
WM not until the^ year 1550, ^ thirty-eight years after the death 
of Am^ieus, that the name of America came to be generally 
aeoepted; at all events, it is quite oertain that while Amerious was 
to some extent indebted to Odiimbus finr his success, Columbus 
in his Toyi^ of 1498 was in no wise indebted to Americas. 
If the supposition seeae oow^ustve that Americus did sol 
loa^ the continent till 1499, unquestionabfy tbe honor Is 
due to Ckdumbns who hmded in 1498. If on tiie other hand 
Am^ieus did land in 1497, it is eqvalfy dear tint the previous 
«iqr«ge6 of Cohnnbus to Hispaonola had fired fab smbition, and 
fliat he was piloted to these shores by Ojeda, who had been an 
attentive observer of &b journals and charts of Columbus during 
kisvvyage with liim. Little nore need besaid of Ameiioashcn 
than that he perfosmed his third voyage, said by his enemies ti 
be odty his second, under the auspmes of the king cf Pcortu^al) 
sailii^ £Mxm LidMn on the 13«h of May^ 1601. After sailing 
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along the western coast of Afrioa, lie made for tlie shores of the 
New World, which he reached after a tempestuous voyage of ninety- 
seven days, and coasted along the shores of South America a dis- 
tance of 750 leagues. His return to Lisbon was celebrated with 
great magnificence, and the accounts of his discoveries were 
received with universal enthusiasm by his countrymen. His ship, 
which had become unseaworthy was broken up, and portions of 
it carried in solemn procession to a church, where they were sus- 
pended as valuable relics. 

He returned from his fourth and last voyage in 1504, and very 
soon after published a full and highly interesting account of all his 
voyages. He died at Seville in Spain, on the 22nd of February, 
1512. 

Simultaneously with Americus, another mariner accidentally 
stumbles on the shores of the western continent. The possibility 
of finding a short western passage to the East Indies was still 
uppermost in the minds of scientific and adventurous men, and 
the recent successes of Columbus encouraged others to enter the 
field of investigation. John Cabot, a scientific and fearless 
mariner, a native of Venice, though for a long time residing in 
England, arrived at the conclusion, that, from the known shape 
of the globe, if a direct passage did exist, the nearer they 
approached to the north, the shorter must the passage be. Confi- 
dent too in his own mind that such a passage did exist, he com- 
municated to Henry YII, Eing of England, his willingness to 
sail in search of it. Henry, though in no wise of an enterprising 
turn of mind, readily assented to the proposal, in hopes that, in 
some way or another, the adventure might prove so far successful 
as to be a kind of ofiset to the lustre shed upon the crown of 
Spain by the recent voyage of Columbus. The renown that 
accrued to Spain was felt to be more galling to Henry, because 
he himself had refused the services of the man who had done so 
much for Spain, and had repented of that refusal just when it 
was too late; and now that another opportunity occurred, he 
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resolved to avail himself of it, if perchance it might add to his 
fame, and the extent of his dominions. Accordingly a commission 
was issued to John Cabot and his three sons, and their heirs, 
" with full powers to sail to all countries of the east, west, and 
north, under English colors, with five ships of such burden and 
force as they should think proper, an their own cost and cha/rges, 
to seek and to discover all the isles, regions, and provinces of 
Heathens, unknown to Christians/' 

The king reserved to himself the dominion of all the towns, 
oasUes, and lands t^ey should discover, and expressly required 
them to return to Bristol, and to pay him one-fifth of dl the 
gains after the expenses of the voyage were deducted. Two 
vesselB were, however, fitted out and provisioned at the public ex- 
p^ise, to assist in the enterprise \ the adventurers themselves fittei 
out four. With this fleet, carrying 300 men, John Cabot and his 
son Sebastian set sail from Bristol in the month of May, 1497, 
and to his great surprise eame in sight of land on the 24th of 
June. This happened to be the Island of Newfoundland, and 
being the first land they had seen, he named it Prima Yista, since 
changed to Bona Yista. A few days afterwards they discovered 
another island which tibiey called St. John, (now Prince Edward.) 
Here they found inhabitants, clothed with skins, who made use of 
darts, bows and arrows. Three of them they took on board that 
they might have some certain proof to show for the statements 
they might make of their discoveries. Cabot did not discover 
the Golf of St. Lawrence : had he done so, undoubtedly he would 
have penetrated it, in hopes that it would lead to the much- 
desired channel to the Indies. Continuing a northerly course, he 
next came upon the coast of Labrador, which he explored for 
nearly a thousand miles, reaching the latitude of 67^ degrees. 
Here his progress was much impeded with ice ; and, as the land 
appeared still to stretch to the northward, without any indi- 
dation of the expected opening, tibiey put about, and cruised to the 
south along the whole coast of North America, until they reached 
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ihe most southern point of that tract now known as Florida, where^ 
his provisions failing^and his crew becoming disaffected,he returned 
to England, with the fame of a discoverer, but neither bringing 
gold, nor having fulfilled the great purpose of his voyage, namely^ 
the discovery of a north-west passage to India. Since the time of 
Cabot this favorite theory has never been lost sight of, and has en* 
listed the energies of the most scientific and daring navigators in the 
world. It was this that tempted Hudson in 1610, when he dis- 
covered, entered, and explored the bay that bears his name, and 
which, for various strong reasons, he felt confident must be con- 
nected with a passage to the east. He perished in a future 
attempt to realise his expectations ; and many a brave mariner and 
gallant ship have since perished in the same cause* 

In 1818, a series of voyages was commenced by Boss, Parry, 
and others, which terminated by verifying Ihe predictions of 
the wise men of old ;— in fact, by actually diseoverii^ a channei 
and passing through from the Atiantio to the Pacific, round 
Ihe northern promontories of America. But the fearful dangers 
attending navigation in these Arctic seas, even under the 
most favorable circumstances, are now known to be such as to 
render the channel of no practical value. It is almost impossible 
to E^eak of Arctic explorations without calling to mind the tragic 
&te of our own Sir John Franklin and his gallant companions; 
The mind is at a loss whether most to mourn their untimely 
end, or to admire that heroiffln^ which, regardless of dangers 
tmd privations, endured Uirough years of fruitless search, and 
never for an instant flagged, until every vestige of a doubt 
was removed as to their fate. In connection with &ese icy 
X^oms, too, the name di Lady Franklin will be had in everlasting 
remembrance, as manifestifig the most extraordinary development 
<tf genuine devotion^ of h^pe ineztmg^iidiable^ aad of Christian 
reB^nation# 

The ^lendid results of Cabot's voyage were ^net immediateljr 
i^pasent; yet this very voyage was the feuadatiion of the ebdm 
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that England Bubsequently made to all her American possecHnons, 
from the Gulf of Mexico to the North Pole. << Seventy-two 
years passed away before England bestowed any attention upon 
that distant land, destined to be a chief sonroe of British opulence 
and power." 

In the year 1513, Balboa first beheld from the Isthmus of Darien 
that great Pacific Ocean which so many adventurous mariners had 
longed to see. Seven years later, Magellan sailed from the Atlan* 
tic into the Pacific, passing through the straits that bear his name, 
and thus removed all doubts as to the extent of the continent 
to the south. His ship was the first to circumnavigate the Globe, 
though he did not live to see it consummated ; — and thus too was 
conclusively set at rest the long-disputed theoiy of the sphericity 
of t^e Earth. 

In consequence of Hiese various explorations, the situation and 
extent, as well as tlie prominent features of the New World, had 
been rendered somewhat familiar to all Hie nations of Europe ; 
and in the meantime, Hie fisheries had early attracted tlie atten- 
tion of all, to the far-famed Banks of Newfoundland. As early as 
1517 at least fi% siul were engaged in the fisheries there. Jacques 
Gartier, a native of St. Male, who had long been engaged 
in the fishery, had taken tlie lead in exploring at his own ride the 
northern parts of the new hemisphere. 

In the year 1534, Francis the First of France fitted out an ex- 
pedition for the purpose of establishing a colony in the New World, 
Whicli he entrusted to the command of Oartier. He set sail from 
8t Malo on the 20th of April, 1534, aftd witli a fair wind 
in twenty days arrived at Newfoundland. At this time he ex- 
plored a large portion of Hhe Gulf of St Lawroice, and sailed 
into a bay, which, from tlie heat experienced there, he named 
the *' Bay of Ghaleurs.'* He also landed on tlie shore of Chisp€ 
Bay, took possession of it in tlie name of tlie French King, and 
erected a large cross with a shield bearing the arms of France. 
Having sdied two of the natives, he returned to St Malo with* 
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out liaving attempted any settlement. He niakA ags&a. the fol« 
bwing jeax with three yessds in company, the largest being only 
dfl20 tons. Many adventurers, including young men ^f good 
families, joined the expedition as yohmteers. After a boisterous 
passage, during which they parted company, they all arrived safely 
at Newfoundland. Some of them had been nine weeks at sea. 
Having supplied themselves with water and foel, they again set 
Out to explore tibe Gulf. After cruising about for teh days, 
dturing which time they encountered a violent Stotm, i^ veBsels 
entered the mouth <^ a great river, which Oartier iiiEii£Led the St 
Lawrence, because they irst entered it on the teiith of August, a 
day held sacred toihe inemory of St. Lawrence, ot Laurentins, (a 
deacon at Eoine, who in t^e year 258, under tiid Bmperor Valeriaii^ 
was roasted before a slow fire). He leisurely explored both shi^res 
of the river, ahd came to anchor, on the 7th Bet^eniber, 1535, at 
to island abounding iii vines, which he otdled Iste de Babuls, now 
known as the Island of Oleans, whei^ ttn IndiiKti Ghi^f, namied 
Donnacohna, ca&e With twelve canoes to vi«t th^ir ships. 

Jacques Gartier had ^th him the two Indians Vrhbm he had 
liarried off on his fdrmer voyage, and who ndw acted as interpreters. 
The good accoiint which iliey gave of their captdis, and the de- 
scription of the wondet^ they had seen in Fi^ce, interested the 
natives, and secured for Gartier a favorable reoeption. He thoioe 
-proceeded up the rivw to an Lidite village, the residehee of 
Doimacouna, calkd Stadacona, 6n the site of the Lower Town 
of Quebec. Here they were hospitably received, and learned £r6a 
ilie inhabitants that It larger town existed tiiudi further tip the 
stream. Begardless of the datig^ ^riAck he incurred by coc- 
posing himsdf and his haiid^l of men to the treachery of thou- 
sands of savages, he left tWo of his ships at StadacOna, and, with 
ilie Smallest veSi»el tod three row-boats, iliatoed by liiirty-fiv^ 
'men, bddly atonded the rivter, gteatly iigainst tite wishes of tbe 
Indians of Sti^dacona, Who b^an to Suspect thl^ lio good dotdd 
result to themsdvesfibto the explorations of these sta^ B»- 



friuck Bd overarwed tlie ttatiTeB ^t bo fur&er Mngtanee was 
«ffered to las wiiftiefi to bbowA ¥^t Aver. Oh Hke Beoosd ^ Oo- 
t&b^ ^y Teftehed Hoelieiaga, eonsisting of flbovt fifty IndiaB 
huts, and fininre'raided wi^ fields of Indian eoni. The appearanee 
Hf ihe tillage tvras thits^eecribed : '^ It was of eirctlar form, elMih 
hntlSfty paees long, imd ^rom fonrteen to fifteen wide, di kcdk in 
tiiB sfaitpe of tmnels, Ibrmed of wood, and oovered irHii birek-haik. 
^tlte dir^bigB irere dhided into several rooms, snrr oandi Bg^ an 
^pen^onrt in the eentre, wliere Iftie fire burned. Three rows of 
|>aliBadeS'encxrded the^town, with only one entrance above iho 
gate^ aend over the whoSe lei^th of €ie outer ring of delenoe Hhere 
Was a^aSery, approadied l9y 'fii^its of steps, and |Aentlf\dty pro- 
dded wkh atones and other missiles to resist attack.^ 

The inhabitants spoke the language of the Huron nation, and 
were more advanced in civilization than any of their neighbors ; 
they cultivated the ground, and remained stationary. Here too 
Cartier met with a friendly reception, and explored the surround- 
ing country without any molestation from the Indians. He ascended 
the hill, or mountain, near the village of Hochelaga, which 
he named Mont Royale, since corrupted into Montreal, and which 
gave its name to the city at its base. The season being too far 
advanced for further researches, he returned to Stadacona, where 
he passed the winter. Himself and his whole crew were attacked 
with scurvy, of which disease twenty-five of them died. Most pro- 
bably all would have perished, had not the Indians supplied them 
with a remedy. In April following he took his departure from 
Quebec. " On the eve of his departure he was guilty of a shame- 
ful act of treachery toward his kind entertainers, in seizing tiie 
Chief Donnaconna, the intrepreter, and two other Indians, whom 
he carried with him to France, and presented to the king.'* In 
1541, Cartier again visited the St. Lawrence, and explored the 
river some distance above Hochelaga. He also distinctly surveyed 
the coast of Nova Scotia, and called at Newfoundland on his way 
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back to Franoe. Here he met La Boque, Lord of Boberval, who 
had also been despatched to tiie St. Lawrence by the king, with 
tiie title of Viceroy, and to whom Gartier was deputed to act as 
lieutenant. Oartier would not listen to the entreaties of Boberval 
to return to Hochelaga: ihe state of matters there had greatly 
ohaoged. The Ohief whom Oartier had shamefully betrayed and 
carried captive to France, had died there, and Ihe Lidians looked 
upon the strangers now with well-founded suspicions, and by their 
threatening attitude had compelled them to retire ; hence Oartierli 
objection to retuni, ^' but, that he might not quarrel outright with 
Boberval, he^efb him unobserved in Ihe night for France, where 
he arrived disappointed in his bright hopes, ruined in health and 
fortune, and neglected by his fickle countrymen." He died there 
in 1549. Boberval prosecuted his voyage, but returned to France 
without having effected any perman^t settlement. 



CHAPTEE 11. 

SetUement of the French and English in N. A.— Gilbert occnpiee New- 
foundland— Expedition to Roanoke— Named Virginia— Sir R. 
Grenville's first settlement— A fkilnre— Sir Walter Raleigh— Dis- 
astrons resnlts— Oolony abandoned— English Chartered Compan- 
ies—Smith and Pocahontas.— The Puritans in New England- 
French occnpj Nora Scotia— Dispossessed— N. 8. granted to a 
Scotchman— Ceded to France— Sir Darid Kirk's exploit— Halifax 
founded— French in Canadi^— Quebec founded— War with the 
Indians. 

(From 1698 to 1713.) 

The qootations giv^ in tlie previous chapter may serve to illus- 
trate the discovery of America, wbioh,as we have seen,was explored 
from the Arctic circle to the parallel of 54^ south latitude, embra- 
cing an area of 15,000,000 square miles. The subsequent settle- 
ment of this great continent partakes more of romance than of 
sober history. We shall notice in this chapter a few of the ear- 
liest attempts at settlement, giving prominence to the English 
and French, who however made no successful effort to colonise, 
until the Spanish, Portuguese, and Dutch had for some time been 
settled. 

The first form^ act of occupation by the English was at the 
hands of Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a half-brother to Sir Walter 
Baleigh, who received a patent from Queen Elisabeth ''for 
discovering, occupying, and peopling such remote, heathen, and 
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baxbarous oountries, as were not akeady possessed by any Chris- 
tian people." 

On the 5th of Angnst, 1583, he landed in state on the Island of 
Newfoundland, and, having summoned around him all the traders 
and captains of vessels there, he pitched his tent upon a conspicuous 
part of the shore, ordered his commission to be read in different lan- 
guages, and issued a proclamation that in virtue thereof he took 
possession, for the Grown of England, of the harbor of St. John, 
and two hundred leagues every way around it. A turf and a twig, 
with a hazel wand were then delivered to him, which he received. 
Assent and obedience were signified by loud aoelamations, and « 
pillar was erected, bearing a plate of lead, on whieh tiie Queen's 
amis were ei^raved. A tax was also levied on Hie dups, and 
laws jNTomulgated for tlie government of the colony.* This 
nominal occupation however did not imply actual settlement. The 
first attempt to form a colony by the English in America was 
projected by Mr. Baldgh, afterwards the fEonous Sur Walter. At 
his instigation, two ships were sent out in the year 1584 under a 
patent from Elizabeth, commanded by Philip Amidas and Arthur 
Barlow. They came to anchor in the Bay of Boanoke in North 
Carolina, and took formal possessicm of tibe country in the nione 
of the Quera, as Gilbert had done in Newfoundland. They 10- 
tumed home without effecting a settlement, but with a verffav<^ 
able report of die land, and the kindness of the natives. Baleigb 
lent his powerful influence to heighten their glowing descriptions 
of the fertility of the countiy, and salubrity of the climate they 
had visited. '< The English nation was all on fire at tb« pro[q[>ect 
whidi was offared to its avidity ; ev^ {he Queen was so del%hte4 
with it, that she ]»romised to support th« adventurers. Sh^ 
knighted Baleigh, and consented that the country should be callad 
YirgLda, in honor of one of her most suspected virtues."f 

Ne^ Spring, Sir Bichard Grenville, Baleigh'sprincipal assoebto, 

• Hillborton. f Buipsl. 
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failed &om Pljmouth with a fleet of aeyen shipsy well provide 
with arms and stores^ and landed at Boanoke. After makipg 
aoope e^perimenta upon the soil with a view to settlement, he left 
1Q8 men imde;!^ th^ command of one Ralph Lane, and then re- 
tiucned to England. Instead of contentmg themselves with the 
goodly land b<^ore them, and exerting their industry to ooltivate 
itJLane became impatient for further discoveries ; and ere long, he 
^nd all his band became entangled in warfare with the natives, 
their provisions became exhausted, and a ship that had been left 
t>y Sir Eichard, to facilitate their retreat to En^and in case of 
peed, had been wrecl^ed. Fatigued with their wanderings, enervated 
by disappointment, and constantly harrassed by the Indians, they 
had wdl n^l^ abando^ themselves to despair, when Admiral 
Pr^e, who had \^n dispi^tched to annoy the Spaniards in the 
^ew World, forti^iately arrived off the coast, took them all on 
bQi^d, and reconveyed them to England. 

Jjifi, tiie me^tii^e the company in England, still sanguine of 
tiiie success of Uieir i^ew colony, ii^ere busy fitting out another exr 
pedition of four ships to proceed to Virginia, for so the whole 
country was now called from the borders of Florida to the river 
^t, Lawrence. Th^s time, Sir Walter Baleigh resolved on seeing 
the country himself, and took command of one of the ships. His 
v^^^el b^ing th|9 fir^t ^^dy, and himself impatient to be off, he 
proceeded at once to sea in advance of the others, and arrived 
gafely at Boanoke i^ 1586, where he expected to find the much- 
ii^kedrof settlement, lifter a fruitless search, without being able 
to find one Englishman, he returned to England chagrined with 
tl^ &ilure of lus hopes. It is said that it was during his short 
stay in Virginia, at this time, that he acquired the habit of smok- 
pg, — at all events he had the notoriety of being the first English- 
mail who smoked tobacco. 

^Lr Richard Clrenville w}io had sailed a fortnight after him with 
|he three other ships, also arrived safely at Boanoke, but could 
ieapL nothing of the colony he had planted there the year before. 
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He left fifty of his men to make another attempt, and retained 
to Engknd. In 1587, Captain John White was sent ont with a 
reinforcement of settlers, and with proTisions and stores for the 
colony, and was also invested with the authority of Gk)Temor. To 
his extreme surprise and mortification, all that he found on arriv- 
ing at Roanoke, was the bones of one of his countrymen ; the fifty 
men left by Grenville had all been slaughtered. Nothing daunted. 
White landed with his men and took up his abode on the veiy 
spot where lus countrymen had been butchered a short time be- 
fore. He conciliated the Indians by presents, and other kind 
offices, and everything seemed to promise prosperiiy ; but his pro- 
visions failing, he was obliged to return to Ei^land for supplies. 
A variety of causes detained him there nearly three years, and 
when he did return, his fleet on nearing the shore, was assailed by 
violent storms which drove them out to sea again. White cruelly 
abandoned the colonists to their fate, and steered straight for Eng- 
land. The unfortunate settlers all perished, either by famine or 
the arrows of (he Indians ; not one survived to tell the tragic tale, 
and Virginia was as completely forgotten as if it had never been 
discovered. 

During the next twenty years, no Ei^lishman seems to have 
visited the luckless shores of Virginia, except for the purpose of 
bartering with the natives for fur, or in connection with the fish- 
eries, which were very prolific . in all the northern parts of the 
coast. In 1606, the spirit of adventure revived, and a systematic 
plan of settlement commenced. Two joint^itock companies were 
organized, and a grant made to them, under one charter, of the 
whole coast of America firom the 34th to the 45th degree of N. 
latitude. The one company consisted of parties in London, who 
wished to settle the southern tract, or Virginia proper. The other 
company, hailing from Bristol and Plymouth, preferred the north, 
or as they called it Nova Anglia — ^now New England. Both had 
to contend with many difficulties before a permanent footing was 
obtained. The natives were suspicious of the motives of their 
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iriiite bretibren, and their previous saooess in catting off the first 
a^ers made them both daring and dangerous: in tmth, they were 
npoa the eve of again being amiihilated. John Smith, the Qover- 
nor of the emaciated colony, seeing no other ahemative than star- 
vation before them, ventured out in person among the Indians, to 
traffic with them, if it were possible, for provisions. They took 
him prisoner at once, and Powhattan the most powerful chief in 
the country, ezultii^ over his prise, gave orders that his brains 
should be beaten out with a club. While the sentence was about 
to be put into execution, Pocahontas, daughter of the chief, inter-" 
posed, and, clasping Smithes head in her arms, laid her own 
upon the block. Upon seeing this the savage chief relented. Smith 
r^ained his liberty and was abundantly supi^ed with provisions 
by this noble Indian heroine. Some years after this, Pocahontas 
was married to a young Englishman of respectability; and from 
that time forth, all difficulty with the Indians was at an end, and 
the colony increased with great rapidity. In the year 1619, a 
Governor General arrived from England, with instructions to con- 
voke a L^islature. This, tiie first American Legislature, consisted 
of eleven representatives, who sat along with ike Governor and 
OounoO. 

In 1620, the Puritans who had fled to Holland to escape the 
rage of persecution, api^ied to the Plymouth Company for a part 
of the country included in their grant. As evidence of their good 
&ith, they added to their request the following statement: 
" We are well weaned from the delicate milk of our native coun- 
try, and inured to the difficulties of a strange land. We 
are knit together in a strict and sacred bond, by virtue of which, 
ve hold ourselves bound to take care of the good of each other 
and of the whole. Nor is it with us as with other men, whom 
fflnall obstacles may discourage, or small discontents cause to wish 
themselves home again: we have properly no home, and will 
therefore struggle hard to find one." 

Preliminaries being arranged, the pious adventurers embarked 
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10 one ship, to th^ nmQ})er of 1^0 souls, «i^ Wded in Oi/^ neiglur 
W^ood of Cape Qod, m what ia now called ]yf a^»acliaB^tts, on tb^ 
22];id of December,^ 1630. They caUed tbe n^une of iitaa place Nei^ 
Pljmouihy wldch it still beairs, and chose as their Qovemor, one 
John Carv^. The Puritaos made good thc^r proi^iises : instead 
of restlesaty roawng ahoi^t in s^i^roh of gold, aa otherst had done, 
til^ey iuu^ed^atelj applied th^9se]iyes to agricultural pursuits, and 
very sooi^ earned for themselves a comfortable subsistenoou 

New Yorli^ was settled by the Dutch as early as 1609, and was 
l^eld by then^ until 1664, when the Duli^e of Tork sfsnt out a pow* 
erful force to dispossess tiiem. The Putch submitted, a^d the New 
Netherlands, as it was called, became an Ei;^lish Prpyince , thi^ 
mme of " New Am8*erda?a " was changed to " New Ifork,*' and 
the town of '^ Qrapge " took the nam^ of Albai^, ope of tihue 
Puke^s titles. 

In 1623 the first seUtraarats were made in New Hampshire. 
1624. New J^sey was settled by the Dutch and Danes. 
1627. Delaware was settled by a number of Danes and Mns. 
1^8. John Endicot and others ooloniied Massachusetts. 

1632. Maryland was granted to Lord Baltimore and settled next 
year. 

1633. The first house was erected in Conneotieut. 

16^. Colony of New Haven formed, imd qhafter grai^d for the 

Province of Mtune. 
1663. Ehode Island chartered. OaroHna granted to Lord Claren* 

don and others. 
1681. Penm, tiie Quaker, obtained a grant of the Province of 

Pennsylvania. 
1782. New Brunswidt became a Provinoe. 

We have described a variety of unsucoessful efforts, on the part 
of the English, before they secured a permanent footing on the 
shores of America. We shall now see how it fared with our rivals 
the French. " Th^ w^iro uot inattentive spectators of the enter- 



piifiea of die oAev I^n^>etti p<^ef«y wd lit Ml ear)^ 
Vtmoh memg^tt^n vimted Canada, fiur the pvpwie of awneyii^ it 
to the Crown of Vrm^^ Altloigh tbei? irst attempiUi at aettki- 
meat w^re eqvalllj iuifort«natQ with those of otti^r Qattona, yet 
the trade with tile Indiana and the ABheriea on the eooat prorod 
60 inorati^ey that the nuiaber of annnal adventiueni to that 
oo«mtr7 wsb veiy gfetAJ* It is not prooUe^ known by whcna 
^ ooa^t of No^ Sootia was first seen, after the TOjage of Caboi 
The Mar()nia de la Boche was the first however who visited it 
with an intention to O(do9ize. He sailed fiom Fraoee In the year 
15^8^ oanjing with him a ntunber of eonTiota from the priaom^ 
and landed on the Isle of 8able» which lies aVont two hnndred 
miles to the east of No^ Scotia. This des^ island, sUioe ren^ 
deired notorions from the number of ships that have been wieeked 
on ita treadierons shoresi was absnrdly deemed by the liarqnia, 
a fit place for a settlement. He h^pe landed foi^ persons, nmi 
proceeded to eiqj^lore the mam land. Unfavordble weather oom- 
pelled him to return to Ffance, without the miseraUe enteasts 
whom he had set aabora, IkcKiitute of dielter and all the neouh 
saries of life, they were soon reduced to the greatest dislresa. 
Providentially for them, a diip was wrecked upon the island, and 
a few sheep driven en sh(»<e, Th^ conatraoted huts with the 
fragments of the wreck, which served to shelter them from the 
iaolemaicy of the weather. The sheep bebg soon consumed, they 
were oompelled to live whoUy on fish, and their worn-out garmenti 
w^re r^laoed by elothes made rf seid-ddn. In this miserable 
condition they spent sev^ yeaars, when ^ King of France sent 
out a vessel to rescue th^n from their ^oomy eadle* Only twelve 
(^the forty were found ^ve; and their aj^aronoewaa so squalid 
and distressing, that he ordered them a general pardcm for their 
offices, and gave to eadi of the survivors a fatuity of fifty 
crowns. 

No further progress was made by the Fr^ich in Nova Scotia 
nntU the year 1603* Attbat timePe M<mta, aFnmcbgentlematt, 
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was appointed Govemor Oeneral of that part of North America 
lyhig between the 40th and 46th degrees of north latitude, iliat 
is, fix>m Virginia to the head of Hudson's Bay, and which was 
named in his commisedon ^^ Cadie/' It was afterwards variously 
styled "L'Acadie," "Acadia," and "Arcadia." 

De Monts was a Calvinist, and, strange to say, he was allowed 
the free exercise of his religion personally, upon conditions iliat 
he should conyert the savages to the Boman Catholic Mth. 
He sailed from Havre in March, 1604, with four ships in com- 
pany. His destination was Canseau, but being carried to the 
west, he landed on the south-east coast of Nova Scotia. He 
remained there for a month waiting for the other vessels that had 
sailed with him, having on board thdbr supplies for the winter, 
as well as their implem^ts of husbandry and building materials. 
At the end of that time, his companions b^an to be much dis- 
pirited ; they could neither undertake a settlement without their 
materielle, nor much longer wait on the arrival of their comrades. 
Luckily however, when they were upon the point of leaving, 
intelligence reached them, by a party of Indians, of the arrival of 
the missing ships at Canseau. 

The stores were transported over land, and, cheered by this 
seasonable relief, their drooping spirits revived. De Monts who 
was accompanied by Champlain and others, now rounded Cape 
Sable, and explored the bay separatmg L'Acadie from the main- 
land. This they called La Baye Francois; it is now called the 
Bay of Fundy. In course of their explorations, they came upon a 
large river, called by the natives Oungandy, but which they named 
St. John. Thence they came to an island which was named 
by them St. Croix. Here they erected a fort and established them- 
selves for the winter. 

They soon discovered however that they had made a very 
injudicious choice of a location ; for on the approach of winter they 
found themselves without the means of obtaining either fuel or 
fresh water. They were reduced to salt provisions, and had to 
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drink melted snow ; tbe oonseqaeiice was, that thirty aiz died of 
scurvy, and only forty remained. The following Spring they 
moved to Port Boyale, now Annapolis; and, as soon as tiiey were 
comfortably setded/De Monts returned to France. Daring his 
abs^ioe they Ba£fered a variety of hardships and calamities, and 
were only prevented from retoming to France by the shipwreck 
of their only sailing craft. 

De Monts on his return found the colony abandoned : they had 
all left twelve days before. Luckily however they were not yet far 
off, and, in a harbor where they had taken reftige, receiving 
intelligence of tilieir leader's arrival, they returned immediately 
and joined him, and abandoned the idea of seeking to regain 
France. They now set to work with good courage, to cul- 
tivate portions of the soil, and their labours were amply recom- 
pensed by the bountiftd returns which rewarded their exer- 
tions. It happened so fkr fortunately for them, that their 
lot had been cast on the richest part of a peninsula, elsewhere 
sterile and inhospitable. But although this handftd of settlers had 
made a tolerably good beginning, although they had in many 
respects bright prospects for their ftiture prosperity, the originators 
of the settlement in France failed to back them up. Suffering 
from the indifference of those who should naturally haye upheld 
and strengthened it, the colony did not improve as it would other- 
wise have done. It remained in a languishing state, undisturbed 
however, by the Indians and others, untQ the year 1613. At 
that time the English settlers of Y ir^nia, hearing of tiie French 
occapation, and concddering them intruders upon their chartered 
limits, dispatched a force, under one Captain Argall, to dispossess 
them. He accordingly sailed for Acadia in a ship of war mount- 
ing fourteen guns, accompanied by two smaller vessels, entered the 
Bay of Fundy, and came to anchor abreast of the battery of Port 
Boyale, and proceeded to land a party of forty men. A gun was 
fixed from the battery as a signal for the scattered settlers to 
assemble; but Argall advaooed wiih such rapidity, that he found 
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"ike fort ttbttndon^d, ftAd Ittmeditttely tdok {K>asiMt<m of it Tto 
Frendi, ocmipletely taken Ij swqn^ dffdiTed btft little i«sistQ&ce. 
^' Some fled to ^e woodB atid siked witili the saTages ; ethePB we&t 
to the St. Lawi«€Me and stret^theQed'^ Er^ch settlements thear^ 
1^ reiH were earned to Bngland, and were reolaimed by the Fite&eh 
aaEkhaasador.'' ^tts t^n^ka^ the &n^ Freaeh sefitkraent m 
North America, after an existence of ei^t yeaiisk 

£ight years m<Mre «ls^sed before the Sngli^ appear to have 
taJTMid their at^Ktion to the «ett^ment of the tenritory f^m which 
they had espeBed t^e Frendi. In 1^1, Eifig James ^the First of 
Snglond made a ffWiA to Sir WilHam Alezand^, then Secretary 
of State for Scothmd, of tibie mhoie of Acadia, whkh included paatt 
of New BroMWick, the islands of Cape Breton and Prince Ed- 
m^d, a^ the district 4f Gaspe. Tys tract waa nained fo^ thefirst 
^me in 4^ patei^, Mm Scotki^ Two yea^ after this, a ^bxp 
was eemt -tom England wHhMsettlers. On landmg, they met with a 
few <^ i^e seattered French: liastfly forming tibte^opinion that 
^€iy had resumed possession of theoduntry, and, esteeming disore- 
ticn to be the better psu*t of vaknr, Ih^y retimed whence th^ had 
come, whl^yiit even making an at^mpt to ^orm a ^^ny. In 
1^5, Oharles <iitit4la^med Nora Scotia to ^^ Freiioh kmg ; but 
hostilkies soon after oc^amencing between the two pcrwers, an 
opp<^tttiity occurred I9f rsstomng it to its r^iM owneiB. Th^te 
was at &at time a Flinch colomist by the name of David ^iH;ck, 
^0 had flotight an asylum iu England, lirom religious pet^ecntion 
i& fais ttativ^e land. Tys ei&traordinary man, assisted by Sk 
WUMam Ak^andct, fitted out a private expedition, with a "Hew 
<^ t^^isto^ Ne^a ^idotia to the ]£lngli^. lu l«£t9 Sir David 
^EMij for he *was ftmilia^ly knowft by that fi^ime, arKv^ in N<mi 
tSootia witii an aarmameut of three ^^estfefc. With this inoon^deos 
«fble force he tednced idl the sP^iktnents of his countrymen, both 
iiBL Ne^ iScotk and in Oan»da. As a reward Ito^cAie services, 
lie teoeivcd a^tattt of ihe ^ele of the lands called Catmda, ttpcn 
the Uo^ i^e i(^ the Riii^ fit. iiawt«(ttiee ; ^ ^ 
all to the south were confirmed to Sir Wm. Alexander. 
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Tlie grant to Sir Wffliaai wm pir<!)bably t typ^ o^afl thd gntntt 
of hnds in Ameriea made abotit Idtat thne. Tliel« were tio i^ 
s&ictiiig danses, but bn the eontrary^an teao(m£ii<mal mirteadtTjM 
reasons conveyed in l&e following extract : " J^mes, l)y tfee <3race 
tf €k)d, King, &e., fte. To all t^^ dergy aind laity ef Us 
!>otiiinions, — Greetmg,— Be it kno^wn that we hare ever been 
toeM to embrace eve^ey opportonity that offered for ^ honot 
&tid advantage of t)nr kingdom <^ Scotland, and that we tbink 
there are no acquisi^ons more easy and "more innocent ihan ibose 
Chat ean be made by cafrrying new colonic into foreign and nncnl- 
tirated countries, where are the nfecessaries of life ; especialfy if 
Btioii lands are eitiier inhabited or ocenpied hf nnbelieyen, wlMMn 
tb c<mTert to iiie Ofarlsti^ Paith is a dttty of great importance 
t6 the Glory of God, &c., &c. For these canses, as well as in 
bbfisideration oi<he g6bd, faitMd, and iaceeptable Services whicli 
have been idready, and «*e to l)e hereafter, perfolrmed to ns, by 
tmr trusty and well beloved counsellor. Sir "Wm. Alexander, knight, 
MM) is the first of our subjects of Scotland ihat tmdertook to 
cany over this foreign colony at his own expense, and has desired 
leave to enltivate the knds and eountries included within the 
limite nndermentioned : We therefore, fifom cur Royal attention 
to extend the dhrbiian Religion, and to promote the wealili, pros- 
^^(titjj and peade of the natural subjects of our said kingdom, have 
j^ven, granted, ^d tr^ansferred to the said Sir Wflliam and his 
h^rs, aU and sin^ar, the land^ of the cohtinent and islands, 
tituate in America, as MotTs, A»., &c., toge^flber with all 1^ mines 
tfiron, lead, cojJpeir, pewter, binMte, &e., ike." 

Yerj 4ittle vflUe ^ppbArs to liave bSwn set npon these eonn- 
tSes, by eiflifer govehmrtnt, for, 'by IStfe tifeaty of JSt-'Germaiirti 
fa 1682, they Were ^fl restored to Frdrice, In 1654, WdVa Scb*la 
agsdn became English, and in 1662 French, and SO cbntinned 
^BV^ fftw^iars tol)e alt^tttitely Bnglidi and French until 1^13, 
"When, by the tre% of Utrecht, peace Wate wistibred between flie 
two ^Kmntries; Oanada Wiui detained Iby fVanee; IT^Va BixHfii 
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and Newfonndland became Britidi Provinoes, and liaye so oon- 
tinaed ever sinoe. Nearly half a oentoiy however elapsed, before 
any progress was made by the English in settHng the country, 
and, daring the interval, &e French inhabitants began to renew 
their claim to a portion of it. ^' They contended that the name 
of Acadia applied only to the peninsula ; that tiliey had yielded 
that, and nothing more to England, and that the rest of the 
country lying between New England and the Bay of Fundy was 
a part of ' New France * which still belonged to them/' The 
New Englanders loudly rempnstrated against this claim, and the 
subject was closely investigated by the Home Govemm^t, The 
importance of the position in a mercantile light, became so appar- 
ent, that active measures were soon taken for confirming and 
extending the dominions of the Crown of Great Britain in this 
Province. A systematic and extensive plan of settlement was 
resolved upon, and its execution referred to the Board of Trade 
mid Plantations, over which the Earl of Halifax presided. Lands 
were granted gratuitously to intending settlers, and an offer was 
made to convey them and their families to Nova Scotia, to main- 
tain them twelve months after their arrival at the expense of 
Qovemment, and to supply them with arms and ammunition for 
their defence, as well as with implements of husbandry and build- 
ing materiak. Attracted by these liberal terms, 3,760 adventurers 
set sail in May,1749, under the conmiand of the Hon. Edward Com- 
wallis, whom the king had appointed as Governor of Nova Scotia. 
They landed in Chebucto Harbor, and immediately b^an to build a 
town for their occupation, to which they gave the name of Halifax. 
This was the first English settlement in what are now called the 
British Provinces. We need not add that it proved a permanent 
and a prosperous one^ in many ways advantageous to the 
mother country. 

Having dwelt, perhaps unduly, upon the settiement of Nova 
Scotia, we shall bring this chapter to a dose by stating, in as few 
words as practicable, the ciroumstanoes attending the first setti^ 
mentd of the French in Canada. 
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De Monts after, having established a small colony in Acadia, 
retnmedto France. ^^ During his absence many complaints had 
been made of the injustice of the exclusive privileges that had been 
bestowed upon him. In consequence of these remonstrances, his 
patent was revoked, nevertheless he continued his e£forts for the 
promotion of the settlement of Canada, and succeeded in obtaining 
a renewal of his privil^es for twelve months, upon condition that he 
^ould establish a settlement on the banks of the St. Lawrence." 
With the assistance of the trading company, De Monts fitted out 
two vessels, the command of which was intrusted to Samuel Cham- 
plain and Pontgrave. On the 3rd of July, 1608, Champlain 
reached Stadacona, where Jacques Cartier had wintered seventy- 
three years before. The Indian town had in the meantime 
dwindled away, and only a few miserable huts marked' the spot. 
^' This magnificent site was at once chosen by Champlain as the 
place for a future city, and centuries of experience have 
confirmed the wisdom of the choice." Here he erected huts for 
shelter, magazines for stores and provisions, and crowned the 
summit of the precipice with barracks for the officers and men. 
He then gave to the future capital of the country the name of 
Quebec ; and it is now just one of the very few old towns in 
Canada that retains its original name. 

During the first winter, in addition to the ravages of scurvy, 
these pioneers suffered severely from the extremities of famine. 
Early in spring, Champlain ascended the St. Lawrence till he 
reached the Biver Bichelieu. Following up this stream, he 
emerged upon the beautiful lake that now bears his name. He 
passed through the entire length of it, and thence into Lake 
George. Having accomplished the object of his visit, he re- 
turned to France, where he was well received by Henry the 
Fourth, who, about that time gave the name of New France to 
Canada. Champlain devoted the remainder of his life to the 
advancement of the colony, which he had been instrumental in 
planting on the St. Lawrence. It was mainly at his instigation 

D 
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that New France was restored in 1632 to the French crown, after 
it had been subdued by Sir David Kirk. At this time he was 
reinstated as Governor of the colony. He died in Qud)ee in 
Pecember, 1635. 

The death of the master-spirit of the colony was felt to be n 
severe blow to its prosperity. " The company in France, dejHrived 
of his advice, instead of sending out troops and traders to protect 
and extend the colony, sent out only monks and nuns," and their 
possession was by no means so peaceable as to warrant this pro^ 
cedure. The settlers had become entangled in &harrasamg war 
with the Indians; an inveterate feud of long standing, was still 
raging betwe^i the ^uron and Iroquois tribes, when the Vrenek 
came to settle in Canada. The latter imprudently allied them- 
selves with the Hurons, and thus subjected themselves to Hhe 
deadly attacks of the Iroqtlois, who were the most warlike and 
powerful of all the Indian tribes, Thdr territory was nearly 
eighty leagues in length, and more than forl^ in width, it 
included the countries bordering upon Lake Brie, Ontario, and the 
Biver St. Lawrence, the greater part oi New York, and also of 
Pennsylvania. This vast space was inhabit^ by five nationsr 
that could bring twenty thousand effisctive warriors into the 
field. " They had learned to aj^roach like foxes, to attack like 
lions, and to ily like birds.'' They were not prepared however for 
the new mode of warfEure introduced by the strangers, and they 
fled in disorder at the first discharge of the French muskets* The 
English;who had in 1664 dispossessed the Ihitch firom New Amster- 
dam, and who remained in possession of the conquered territory, 
which they had named New York, ingratiated themselves with the 
Iroquois, already giving way befi)re the combined madiinations of 
their double enemy. They were invited to bring their beaver 
and other fiirs to Albany, and in exchange were supplied with 
fire-^trms and ammunition* This tended to widen the breach 
between them and the French, who, having fiuled to subdue the Iro- 
quois by fi>rce, next had recourse to stratagem. Under pretext 
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of a firiendfy n^otiatbtt t&ey deeoyed a namber of the Iroquois 
Aie& to Qoebee, and dishonored t^e Freneh name by a most 
in^anoofl perfidy. No sooner had the nnsnspeeling Indian ohieflr 
arrived than they were pUieed in irons, and sent to Frsnee to he 
dondenmed to the gaOies. The Iroqnois^i in retalUation, oommitted 
A» most firighdU ravageson the Freneh. About the year 1690, 
tbe goremor of Ne^ York openty espoused the eause c^ th« 
boquois, and, as a eonsequenee, hostilities beeame generid between 
the English and French residents in America. In the year 1710^ 
a formal alliance was entered into between the English and the 
Iroquois, and the entire conquest of Canada was resolved upon, 
and now for the first time openly acknowledged. No sooner how- 
ever were hostilities commenced, than the wily Iroquois b^^ to 
reason among themselves, that in the event of the English proving 
victorious, they themselves would, in all likelihood soon be annihi- 
lated— that their glorious hunting-grounds would be forfeited to the 
cupidity of ilieir new allies — and they themselves be ignomin- 
iously expelled from '^ their ownj their native land,^* They saw in 
short, that their very existence depended upon a continuance 
of hostilities between the rival combatants, either of whom 
would tolerate them for the sake of their alliance, until they 
had accomplished their own purposes of self a^randizement, and 
no longer; and now that the Indian race has melted away '' like 
snow before the sun, " we need not express surprise at the language 
used by Sir Francis Bond Head, in a dispatch to the Colonial 
office, dated from Toronto, 20th November, 1836. " The fate of 
the red inhabitants of America, tlie real proprietors of its soil, is, 
without any exception, the most sinfrd story recorded in the his- 
tory of the human race ; and when one reflects upon the anguish 
they have suffered from our hands, and the cruelties and injustice 
they have endured, the mind, accustomed to its own vices, is lost 
in utter astonishment at finding, that in the red man's heart, their 
exists no sentiment of animosity against us, no feeling of revenge ; 
on the contrary, that our appearance at the humble portal of his 
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wigwam is, to this hour, a sulbject of unusual joy." Neither can 
we wonder, that, at that particular time, yielding to the forebodings 
of their intuitive instinct, they deserted the English, who, depriv' 
ed of their ud, failed to reduce Canada. 

A second attempt was rendered fruitless from similar causes ^ 
shortly after which, by the treaty of Utrecht, peace was restored, 
and Canada remained a French Province. How it eventually 
became annexed to the British Crown, must be reserved for another 
^chapter. 



CHAPTER m. 

The Mississippi discovered — ^La Salle — ^Louisiana settled — ^French claims 
— ^Fruitless negociations — French war in N.A.— Siege of Lonisboorg 
— Peace — Hostilities between France and England — The fall of 
Quebec — ^Amherst descends the St. Lawrence^Sir William John- 
ston — Oonqaest of Canada completed. 

(From 1746 to 1763.) 

As earlj as 1675, the French in Canada had learned in their 
intercourse with the Indians, of the existence of a great river 
much ^irther westward than they had yet penetrated, and, from the 
description given of its course, they justly considered that it must 
empty itself into the Gulf of Mexico. No sooner was this made 
known, than a small band of daring adventurers volunteered their 
services to proceed to that distant region, and to ascertain what 
truth there might be in the announcement. The party consisted 
of Marquette, a Jesuit priest, whose virtues were known and re- 
spected by nearly all the Indians of Canada, Jolyet, a merchant of 
Quebec, and six boatmen. They set out in high spirits, and, 
yielding to neither fears nor dangers, reached the head of 
Lake Michigan, entered the river of the Foxes, and ascended that 
stream to the Lake Winibago. A short portage brought them to 
the River Ouisconsing, flowing in a westerly direction. Here they 
obtained the services of two Indian pilots, and, swiftly descending 
the river, in -a short time found themselves on the bosom of 
the great Mississippi, which they descended for a long distance, 
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and became satisfied that it did empty itself into the Golf of 
Mexico. Their provisions failing, and having so far accomplished 
their mission, Jolyet returned in safety to Quebec, leaving Mar- 
quette amongst the Miami Indians, to minister ghostly counsel, 
as well probably as to conciliate them, in order the better to secure 
their trade with them for furs. 

Some years after this, La Salle, a Frenchman of family and of 
enterprise, perceiving that the Canadians had n^lected to follow 
up the discovery of the Miadsrippi by settlement, determined to 
add to his fortune, or at least to earn for himself a brilliant repu- 
tation. He proceeded to France, where he was assisted in fitting 
<xut an expedition. JSe returned to Quebec, and, taking with him 
Father Hmuipin, proceeded to the Falls of Niagara. Durkig the 
winter they constructed a vessel tif 60 tons buryien, a(t a distance 
of about four miles above the Falls. In the Spring they set sail, 
and, traversing the great lakes, landed in Green Bay, and pursued 
their journey thence in canoes to the Mississippi. Having spent 
some time in explorii\g the riv^r and its shoresi, he returned to 
Quebec, and thence to France, for the purpose of urging the Gov- 
ernment to send out a colony. His plan was approved of, and a 
party of about 250 sailed for the mouth of the Mississippi; but 
the precise whereabouts of the mouth of that river not having as 
yet been determined, they spent a considerable time in a fruitless 
49earch for it, and eventually landed about 200 miles beyond it. 
La Salle^ naturally of a Jhaughty disposition, inritated by this dis- 
appointment, quanted outright with the commander of his fleetj, 
and so exasperated his followers that they &11 upon him unawares 
and murdered him ; and with him perished the success of the 
enterprise. 

Another att^npt was made in 1699, by M. Iberville, a Cana- 
dian. A feeble and dispirited band of emigrants was left by him 
upon the most barren part of the whole country. During forty 
years they dragged out a miserable existence, and at the end of 
that time twenty-«ight wretched families constituted the colony. 
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JUter a time iSbAvt nnmbers were repleniahed by ocmvictB ttad felons 
tmm the prisons of France.* Two years rolled on, and the moUy 
eokmy in Louisiana proved of no value to Franoe, farther than by 
a nominal possession, eetablidiing her claim to the territory. In 
the meantime the Frrach fortified a few trading-posts on the 
Ohio, in addition to tiiose they already had along the frontiers 
of Oanada, indndii^ strong fortresses at Niagara,Frontenac, and La 
Pr^ntation, (Ogd^Mbnrg) for the purpose of keeping tiie English 
within tilie range of the Alt^haay Mountains. Porsvant to this, they 
asesried their r^ht to the whole of the western and northern 
parts of Ameriea, and tlMS the En^h were not prepared to con- 
eede. 

In the year 1750, commissi<mers met at Paris for tiie pnipose 
of adjmsting the rival <daims of the French and English to the 
Ammean Provinces; bat no satisfactory t^rms ooold be arrived 
at The i^gotiatiens were broken off, and fat a time the colonists 
were left to %ht their own batties. 

Although Newfoundland and Nova Scotia had been rdinquished 
to the En^h in 1718, unfortunate^, the Island of Cape Breton, 
dosdy adjoining Nova Scotia, was still held by ^% French, and 
kmg remained a thorn in the side of the New Engianders. The 
French were fblly aHve to the importance of thb post in connec- 
tion with the fii^eries and the f^-trade, and tl^ spent twenty- 
five y^ffs in fortifying it, at an expense of thirty millions (^ Uvres. 
The fort at Louictouig, tiie chief harbor on the island, was sur- 
rounded by a rampart of stone two and a half miles in circum- 
ference, and thirty-six foot in bright, with a ditch eighty feet wide. 
One hundred and five pieces of cannon, mostiy 42-pounders, 
were mounted on its bastions, besides mxteen mortars. Jealous 
of so formidable a ftvtification within nght of their shores, the 
New Engianders resolved to demolish this Gibraltar of the New 
World. In the year 1745, they dispatched a force of six thousand 

• 
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volunteers for that purpose, under the command of one Mr. Pep- 
peral, a colonel of Militia, who, although bred a lawyer, displayed 
all the tact and bravery of a veteran soldier. Having landed upon 
the island, they immediately invested the city of Louisbourg, sa- 
luted its inhabitants with three hearty cheers, and thereafter plied 
them with shot and shell for forty-nine days. At the end of that 
time a general assault was resolved upon, and preparations were 
making to carry it into effect, when the French commander surren- 
dered, and the Provincials took possession of the fort, on the 16th of 
June. It was only then that they became aware of the vast strength 
of the place, and of the impossibility of carrying it by assault if pro- 
perly defended. It was garrisoned by regulars, militia, and citi- 
zens, to the number of 4130 men, who having engaged that they 
would not bear] arms against Great Britain or her * allies, for 
twelve months, were all transported to Rochfort in France. 
"In no one instance of history," says Haliburton, "is there to 
be found such a combination of fortunate occurrences ; had any 
one of which been awanting, the object of the expedition must 
have been defeated. There was no reason to expect any aid from 
the navy ; but several fortuitous circumstances brought together 
every British ship of war, from the ports of the American conti- 
nent, till they had a formidable fleet of four ships of the line, and 
six frigates, under Admiral Warren, mounting in all 514 guns ; 
but this did not lessen the merit of the man who planned, nor of the 
people who effected the conquest of this r^ularly-constructed for- 
tress, considering that they were but a body of husbandmen, and 
merchants, wholly destitute of professional skill." The Island of 
St. John (Prince Edward) fell into the hands of the English at 
the same time, and its inhabitants were also sent to France. Pep- 
peral and Admiral Warren were both preferred to the dignity of 
Baronets of the United Kingdom, in acknowledgmentof their gallant 
services ; but to the great annoyance of the New Englanders, who 
were bent upon the demolition of this fort, it was restored to the 
French with all its fortifications entire, in terms of the treaty of 
Aix la Chapelle, on the 12th of July, 1749. 
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The tranquillity which Canada had enjoyed for some time pre- 
vious to this period, served to recover it from that state of languor, 
into which it had been so long plunged. The varied resources of 
the country, and its unequalled geographical features for sustaining 
a prosperous colony, had at last become apparent to the French ; emi- 
gration began to be encouraged by them, and strong bodies of r^u- 
kr troops were sent to protect them from the attacks of the Iroquois 
Indians, as well as from the designs of their more formidable rivals 
in New England. In the year 1753 the population of Canada had 
reached 70,000, exclusive of the troops,and the Indians, whose num- 
bers in the neighbourhood of the French settlements were estimated 
at 66,000. The French remained clustered thickly together, in 
the vicinity of Quebec, Three Rivers, and Montreal. A few strag- 
gling traders were also to be found at Detroit, and the other forti- 
fied posts we have named. 

While England and France were nominally at peace, a series of 
vexatious skirmishes, and even some considerable engagements 
took place, between the New Englanders and the French of Ca- 
nada, in reference to projected settlements on the Ohio. Major 
Washington took a conspicuous part on the side of the English^ 
The formidable settlements effected in 1749 by the English in 
Nova Scotia, and the large sums of money which were expended 
by them in fortifying the city of Halifax, suggested to the French, 
precautionary measures for their own safety in America. Accord- 
ingly in 1755, they dispatched a fleet of twenty-five ships of .the 
line, besides frigates and transports, with abundance of stores, and 
4,000 troops. Aroused by this unusual demonstration directed to 
the shores of America, the English also sent out a fleet of eleven 
sail of the line and a frigate, under Admiral Boscawen with some 
land-forces, to watch the French movements. The English fleet 
steered for the Banks of Newfoundland. A few days after reaching 
their destination, the French ships also arrived there ; but as there 
was a thick fog, neither, fleet saw their antagonist, and the French 
ships entered the St. Lawrence unperceived, with the exception of 



68 WAB [chap. 

two which had parted oompany firom the squadron. As bad lade 
would have it, they came in contact with two English ships of 
nearly equal strength : the two Frenchmen mounting 118 guns, 
the English 120. A sharp conflict ensued, Which ended in the 
capture of the French vessels ; and by this act were the two naiioiffl 
again plui^d into a state of open warfare. Beinforoements of. 
Tegular troops arrived from England, and the New Englandexs 
armed themselves for tl:^ own defence. The tranquillity of No\«k 
Scotia was secured, by driving the Frendi fnmi the posts they had 
usurped in thai country, with little or no loss on the part cf the 
English. They were less fortunate on the Ohio; there, Cteneral 
^raddock with an army of two thousand man was totally routed. 
About the same time Sir William Jctoston was entrusted with 
the command of an expedition against Grown Pomt, on Lake 
Champlain, where the French were stron^y posted. With a force 
of 6,000 men under him, he not only fuled to carry out his de- 
signs against the French, but narrowly escaped being defeated 
Jiumaelf ; for tiie French having akeady routed part of his army^ 
«ame down upon him unawares. Fortunately for Johnston, the 
surprise was mutual, and the French supposii^ that he was 
all ready f<Hr action, halted at 150 yards ftom his £ront. Advan- 
tage was promptly taken of this to op^ fire upon them from the 
great guns. The fortunes^ the day wane reversed; greatnumbera 
of the French were 8lai:^ilered, and the Baitm Dieskau, their com- 
mander, with many others, taken prisoners. This success how- 
ever was foUowed by no important result^ and upon the whole 
jrather detracted from than added to Johnston's militaxy r^uta- 
tion. 

Genond Shirley was in the sunc year compelled to abandon the 
attack upon Niagara with whidi he had been entrusted, without 
striking a Mow. So that upon the whole the resultof the opening 
campaign of the Freodi war was disastrous indeed to the BritiA 
arms. 

It mmH fiyr exceed our limits to attempt even an outline of 
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the desperate strnggls ibat wag maintaiiied, during dght yeanii 
:betwe^i the two powers, for the potseflnon of Canada. Bat ibe 
dosing scenes of this memorable period in the history of the oovn- 
tiy are BO foil of interest to ereiy Oanadian, that they will bear 
repetition, even thengh they may be already familiar to the reader. 

The importance of <}anada as a colony had afaready become ap- 
parent to the statesmen of England, and although they had fiur 
the most part hitherto allowed the New Englanders to ^t tiiw 
own battles with the French in Canada, ^e time had now come 
when the dormant daim of England should be renewed to the 
whofe of North America, in virtoetf its discovery by John Cabot. 
Canada, so long undervalued, was now considered wortii fighting 
&r, sad the preparations made £nr its conquest were entered 
into with a vigor and alaoci^ which augured well for the final 
result. 

In the year 1758, Admiral Boscaw^n left HaliEaz harbor witfc 
a fleet of one hundred and fifty sail, having on board fourteen 
4hoasand troops, under General Amherst and General Wo^. On 
the 2nd of June they arrived off Lonisbouig, on Cape Breton Island, 
which the French had spared no means to render impregnahki 
looking upon it as the key to the St. Lawrence ; f:>r t&e same 
leason the British regarded its destruction, as the first step io- 
wards the conquest of Canada. Six days elapsed before the tro(^ 
sould land, on account of the heavy surf wliach broke with prodi- 
^us violence along the whole daore. On the seventh day, the 
.sea having moderated, a landing was effected, several strong bai- 
leries were erected, and the £)artress was regularly besieged. After 
a determined resistance of forty-ei^t days, during which Wdfe 
eovered himself with glory, the beleagaied garrison were feroed, un^ 
conditionally, to surrender themselves prisoners of war. The articles 
of capitulation were signed on the 26th of July ; in terms <^ which 
the inhabituits were tram^xirted to France in English vesseku 
The regular troops, the marines, and mariners, in all 5,637 men, 
were sent priscmersof war to Eo^^d. Two hundred and thirty- 
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one pieces of cannon, eighteen mortars, and a lai^ quantity of 
stores and ammunition, fell to the victors. ^^ Intelligence of this 
aflBair was immediately dispatched to England, accompanied by 
eleven pairs of colors. These were, by his Majesty's orders, 
carried in pompous parade from Kensington Palace to St. Paul's, 
where they were deposited as trophies, under a discharge of can- 
non, and other expressions of exultation ; and public rejoicings were 
held all over the kingdom." 

The effect of this important victory upon the spirit of the troopb 
was exhilirating in the extreme, and it was at once resolved to 
follow it up by a simultaneous attack upon all the strong positions 
of the French in Canada. It was arranged that General Wolfe 
should proceed up the St. Lawrence with 8,000 men, and a consi- 
derable fleet, and undertake the siege of Quebec. General Am- 
herst with 12,000 was to reduce Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 
cross Lake Champlain and proceeding by the Richelieu Eiver to 
unite with Wolfe at Quebec. (Jeneral Prideaux, with a third 
army, was to invest Niagara, and, having secured possession of 
that important point, was to descend the St. Lawrence to Mon- 
treal. 

On the 26th. of June, 1659, Wolfe with his armament came to 
anchor at the Isle of Orleans, a short distance below Quebec. He 
immediately issued a proclamation to the inhabitants of Canada, 
informing them, that " He had come to conquer the province, and 
that he had an ample force at his disposal to effect this. He im- 
plored them, by a prompt submission, to avert i^m themselves the 
calamities of war. He guaranteed them safety in person and pro- 
perty, and assured them the free exercise of their religion." This 
earnest appeal, however, had no effect beyond arousing the French 
general to the most energetic measures of drfence. The priests 
urged the populace to resist the heretical invaders, telling them 
it were better for them to die in defence of their country, than 
that they should fall alive into the hands of the cruel and per- 
fidious English. Quebec was in every way prepared for a siege : 
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tiie citadel was stroi^ly garrisoned with veteran Frencli troops. 
The Marquis de Montcalm, who conducted the defence, took up a 
position along the shore, from the city to the falls of Montmo- 
renoi, and was entrenched there, while another force was stron^y 
posted at Point L^yi, opposite the city. '' The Canadians placed 
considerable reliance on the supposed difficulties of the riyer navi- 
gation ; but when the crowding sails were seen rounding the Isle 
of Orleans, the people in despair flew to the churches, to offer up 
their prayers for the {Mreservation of their country." So admir- 
able were the dispositions of the defenders, that their position 
seemed even to an experienced eye to be impregnable, and Wolfe, 
sanguine and intrepid thoughhe was, began to despair as to the result 
c^ his mission. His first step was to dispatch a force to Point Levi, 
which soon fell into his hands, and its batteries were turned 
against the adamantine walls of the city. A part of the fleet was 
stationed above the town, to protect Point Levi, and to guard the 
river. Wolfe hesitated to commence the attack. For five weeks he 
had lain before the fortress, many lives had been lost, and but 
little accomplished. The season too was advancing, and he was 
little encouraged to hazard an encounter so dubious, as must r^ 
salt firom an attempt to force the strong position of Montcalm. 
He fdt that by each day's delay his own army was suffering se- 
verdy, while the position of the enemy was daily becoming more 
unassailable. ^' He resolved to attack t^em where they lay, in their 
intrenchments above the falls of Montmorenci. The result con- 
finned his worst fears ; the English grenadiers, who led the attack, 
instead of forming themselves into column, as they had been ordered 
to do, impetuously rushed upon the enemy's intrenchments, which 
ihey failed to carry. By this hasty movement they were thrown 
into concision, and forced to retire, leaving five hundred men dead 
upon the field."* The camp which the British had formed bebw 
the Falls, was now broken up, and the army crossed over to the 
south shore of the St Lawrence. A council of war was held, and 
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it was detennined to make a night attack, to soale the heights, - 
and to approach Quebec firom ike Plains of Abraham, which, bein^ 
tiie least snspeeted point of attack, was abo the weakest in fortifi- 
cations. 

On the evening of the 12th of September, a part of the fleet 
was ordered to make a feint bek>w the town ; and in ^e mesch' 
time the whole of the army was hastily embarked on board the^ 
remaining ships, which proceeded abotit eight mfles up the river. 
This ruse de guerre had the desired effect of divertii^ the attention 
of the enemy, and effectnally concealed the real design. As soon aaf 
it was dark, the first division of the army was placed in boats, and 
silently floated down the river with the tide, until l^ey reached 
the point they had diosen to land at. G^eral Wolfe aocomipanied 
tliem himself, and was among the first to spring ashore. The 78th 
Highlanders were in the foremost boats. Headed by their Cap* 
tain, McDonald, they scrambkd up tbe tanked precipice with 
amaring activity, and ere long reached the summit. Here they 
were met by a small party of ike enemy, who were soon overpoW' 
ered, and fied immediately to the city with the astounding intet^ 
Iigence, that the British had landed at their very gates. By tie 
break of day, the whole of Wolfe's army had gain^ ike plateau, 
and were drawn up in battie array. The ri^t wing was ecmr 
manded by Brigadier Monkton, the left by Br^dier Murray, 
and Colonel Howe, with the U^t infkntry, secured iJie rear; ia 
all the British numbered 4,828 r^ular troops. The French force^ 
exclusive of the Indians, amounted to 7,520 men, not more tibaa 
half of whom^ however, were r^ular soldiers, the remaind^, mi« 
Etia and peasantry. ^' When MontoaUn was informed that the 
English had gained the he^hts, he could not ^edit ^ report : 
the ascent of an army, by such a precipice, exceeded the idea of 
any enterprise that ei^er reading or exp^enee had ever suggested 
to him ; but when convinced of its reality, he no longer hesitated; 
w6en he found that a battle could not be {Mrud^rattly avoided, Hk» 
a true hero he resolved to hazatditi and immediately put his troops 
in motion." 
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At eigbt o'clock, the heads of French oolamns b^an to appear, 
aMeading the hill firom the St Charles river, towards the heights 
m rear of the citj, now occopied by the Britirii army. At nine, 
Montcalm moved scmie distance to the front, and developed his 
line of battle. At abont ten o'clock, a crowd of Canadians and 
Indians emerged firom the slope which falls towards ihie north 
east. As they advanced, tbqr opened fire npon the English piqnets 
d the extreme left, and drove them in to their supports. Fifteen 
hundred marknnen were concealed in the bushes and com fields, 
who maintained a withering fire npon the British Unes, and which 
pioved &tal to many a brave officer. Under cover of the smoke 
of these skirmishes, the centre and left of the French army rapidly 
advanced. Wdfe was wounded in the wrist, but wrapping a hand- 
koxshief round the wound, he calmly awaited the attack. When 
&e head of the French cdumns had arrived within forty yards, 
he gave the word to fire, and a volley from the whole Briti^ line 
told with terriUe effect. A desperate struggle ensued. The 
Highlanders drew th^ broadswords, and completed the impres- 
aon they had made ; they &11 upon the French with their charac- 
teristic impetuosity, and drove them before them into the citadel 
and the fortifications at St. Charles. 

Wolfe was a second time wounded, still he persevered ; and now 
that the fortunes of war had turned in his &vor, he placed himself 
at the head of the grenadiers, to lead them on to a final charge, 
when unfortunately he received a bullet in his breast. He was 
carried a little to the rear, and the commiand devolved upon Monk- 
ton, who was immediately afterwards severely wounded. Towns- 
bend the next in command, hastened to the centre, and, finding 
the troops disordered in the pursuit, reformed them as quickly as 
possible. The victory was indeed already complete. The French 
General, Montcalm, and his second in command, were both mor- 
tally wounded ; about a thousand of the enemy were made prison- 
ers, and an eqnal nnmber killed. The loss of the English in re- 
gard to numbers, was very inconsiderable, amounting only to forty* 
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five killed, and 617 wounded. But the death of Wolfe was truly 
a national misfortune. " At the age of thirty-five he united the 
ardor, the humanity, and enlarged views of the hero, to the pres- 
ence of mind, and military skill of the commander." 

Even under all the agonies of approaching dissolution, he con- 
tinued to encourage and animate his troops. When told that they 
were routed, and fied on all sides, his eyes, then closing in death, 
for a moment brightened up ; " Who run ?" he exclaimed, " The 
French," was the reply. " Then," said he, " I am satisfied," and 
immediately expired. His remains were conveyed to England, 
and interred at Greenwich, " Montcalm was scarcely his inferior. 
Though less fortunate in the last scene of his life, he made the 
most perfect dispositions that human prudence could suggest, both 
before and during the engagement." Some years afterwards, when 
Lord Dalhousie was governor in Canada, he erected a monument 
on the citadel of Quebec, which still remains, a graceful tribute to 
the memory of the two equally brave and beloved commanders. 

The taking of Quebec was an important point gained towards 
the entire reduction of Canada. Much however still remained 
to be done. During the ensuing winter, the French troops 
retired into the heart of the country, and were reinforced to the 
number of ten thousand men. With these M. De Levi proposed 
to attempt the recovery of the capital early in spring. In the 
meantime, General Murray had omitted no step that could be 
taken by the most consummate officer, for maintaining the impor- 
tant conquest committed to his care ; but the garrison had suffered 
severely during the winter &om cold and scurvy. One thousand 
soldiers had died, and twice that number were unfit for service, 
when the French arrived before Quebec in the month of April 
following. In order to avoid the hardships of a si^ in a place, 
which to him seemed hardly tenable. General Murray at once led 
out his troops to the plains of Abraham, to give them battle. 
After an obstinate encounter, which lasted an hour and three 
quarters, he was obliged to quit the field and shut himself* up in 
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Ibe eitadel, liaviiig soBtained a loss of a thousand men killed or 
vonnded, as well as the greater part of his artillery. At the same 
time the French lost upwards of two thousand men in the action, 
without deriving any real advantage from it Having driven the 
Briti^ into Iheir stron^old, the French opened trenches before 
the city walls on the very evening of the battle, and vigorously 
prosecuted the si^. In all probability Quebec would have re- 
verted to its form^ owners, but for the opportune arrival of a 
conaideriJble fleet from England in the month of May. Cheered 
by the j^rospect of assistance, Murray again marched out at the 
head of his garrison. The French, overawed by ^e appearance of 
the fleet, did not wait his attack, but fled in disorder, and after- 
wards retired to Montreal, where Yaudreuil, the Governor of 
Canada, had fixed his head Quarters, and was resolved to make a 
last stand. 

In the meantime. General Amherst was diligently employed in 
canying out tiie proHsoncerted measures for the conquest cf New 
France. His own progress, however, through Lake Champlain, 
had been resolutely disputed by the French, and, although he had 
snoeeeded in driving them from Tioonderoga and Crown Pointy 
the French were still posted in great strength, at the northern 
extremity of the lake, on the Isle aux Noix. The advanced sea- 
son <^ the year obliged Amherst to return to Crown Point for 
winter quarters, which he did in the month of October. At this 
time he was still in ignorance of the result of Wolfe's (^rations 
at Quebec, and was thus completely frustrated in his efforts to 
j<Mn him. The third division of the army, directed against the 
Niagara frontier, was more suooessfuL In 1759, General Prideaux 
appeared before Niagara, but was unfortunately killed while 
reeonoMtering the fort, to which he had been suffered to advance 
without the least opposition. The conduct of the expedition now 
fell temporarily upon Sir Wm. Johnston. Amherst had dis- 
patched General Gage to replaoe Prideaux; but before he could 
•nive^ Johnston had already achieved wonders. He vigorously 

B 
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jrashed on the si^ of Niagara. A party of FremA imd IsdlaiifiP 
1700 strong, had been dispatohed fix>m Detroit to i^lieve th^ 
belei^red garrison ; but before they eonld unite, Johnston fi)roed 
diem to an engag^nent, and, a^r a determined battle near tiie^ 
Falls, he completely routed them. The pursuit was hot a&ct 
bloody, and continued for severed miles. ^ This was ^e second 
important m:3itary service performed by Sir William Johnston *, 
SEUd it is recorded to his hon<^, that^ though not reg!:darly bred a 
soldier, the most consummate general could noi have made mate 
excellent dispositions fot battte, or conducted the Ae^, from 
banning to end, with more cod and steady resoktion.'' 

The capture of Louisbourg, of Quebec, and kstly of Nii^ara^ 
had reduced ike French sway in Canada to very eireumsoribecl 
limits, and the time was evidently not far off lAnaea it was des^ 
tined to be totally extinguished. In 1760, General Amherst sent 
instructions to General Murray to prepare for an advance tipon 
Montreal, with all the troopa that could be spared from the gafc^ 
risen of Quebec; Golond Haviland waa ordered to sail fifom 
Crown Point, take possession of I^ aux Nmx^ and then proceed 
to the same destination ; while he himself, with an armfy of ttta 
thousand men, lefk the frontiers of New Yosk, on the 21st ei Jutte, 
passed up the Mohawk river, and down timt of tlie Oneideecr t9 
Oswego, where he waa joined by a thousand Indians <^ the Six 
Nations, under Sir WilHam Johnston ; and then set out upon tliail 
memorable expedition down ike St. Lawrence, whi^ termmnjiied 
in the bloodless conquest of Canada. 

At that time the difSculty of transporting sa army of elevea 
thousand men in safety throng ike dangerous ra]^d& <^ the St. 
Lawrence, was considered more formidable by far, than even tte 
capture of Montreal, fer which it was undertak^^ In fact, wi^^ 
out French pilots^ not easily to be had, it was deemed im{»actl- 
cable. Having set sail, the expedition met with, no obstructioA 
until they reached Isle Royale, an island below PresooH (now 
known as Chimney Mand), where they £mnd the Fteucb m 
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strongly potM,ihi,t it feqa^red Iwo dsyiic^ sknrf fti4i^ to A». 
lo^ tiiem. Havia^ Mtidtf di^iMelvde madton of tho ]^aed, tibdy 
ttOfW CJomsidiKwd 9f vtf with thi» Memento : ^ey hiA rea^W tft^^ 
&st of th0 faiA^ i«i4d0 (^ 1^ St. Lawretio^, aAd tftie i^y«r m H 
beteam^ strifter, feMaM0 also ilioM dOtt^^rM;^ in l^icM^ dndaibrded 
Imm dctft i^o^ioL f<»^ ihd nutt»r6tu fleef of boaiUi wMeb iran6 iMy^ 
erowcM togei^dV oft ito gui^ft^^. Tliey phased ttileiy dowtt Ibe 
GtJouse, and Rapid du Pkt, and halted fbt tlie n%it at IbI» tctai 
GMts (opposite Aoltsville). In passing the Longue Sonlt Rapids, 
which are very swift, narrow, and fhll of short turns, with 
nnmerons dangerous shoals and eddies, several of their boats were 
jammed to pieces. There are still said to exist, opposite Massena, 
the wrecks of several vessels, supposed to have belonged to this 
English fleet, and to have perished at that time. Before reaching 
the Island of Montreal, twenty-nine boats belonging to the regi- 
ments, seventeen whale-boats, seventeen artillery-boats, and one 
row-galley, were dashed to pieces, with the loss of eighty-eight 
men. After a tedious, dangerous, and most harassing voyage of 
two months and seventeen days, from the time they had left New 
York, the gallant Amherst and his brave followers reached the 
Island of Montreal ; having performed a feat, accompanied doubt- 
less with less stratagem, but even more hazardous, than the scaling 
of the heights of Abraham at midnight by General Wolfe. 

Generals Murray and Haviland reached Montreal within two 
days of the arrival of Amherst's army. By this singular and 
happy coincidence, the conquest of Canada was completed without 
furUier bloodshed. Montreal soon after capitulated, the old 
French war was brought to a close, and, by the treaty of Paris in 
1763, Canada was formally ceded to the English, and became a 
British Province. 

We had intended at this point to have abandoned the history 
of Canada, an(>to have restricted ourselves to the subject more 
immediately in hand, and to some of our readers, perhaps, we 
should apologize before proceeding further. The original inten- 
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tion waa simply to have presented a narratiye of the action of 
Orysler's Farm, whioh ooourred in the county of Dondas and upon 
the Author's farm. Some reference to previous as well as subse- 
quent movements seemed necessary, in order that it should assume 
its relative place and importance in the eventfiil war of 1812. It 
shall be our object in the Mowing chapter, briefly to trace the 
causes of that war, and to glance cursorily at some of the leading 
evettts in it, and their results. 



CHAPTEB IV. 

The Revolutionary War— Its origin and remits— Oharaeter of Wash- 
ington—Reflections on the war— Canses of the war of 1812 — Hull 
invades Canada— Battle of Qneenston— Fall of General Brock- 
Engagements by sea and land— Wilkinson's Expedition- Battle of 
Orysler's Farm— Peace concluded— Incidents— Medals and Monu- 
ments—Battle of Matilda— The affidr at Mariatown— Salmon River 
raid— The tried Sergeant 

(From 1763 to 1815.) 

From tbe year 1610, when the English, French, and Dutch 
Colonies were first formed in North America, up to the treaty of 
Paris in 1763, the progress and prosperity of the British Provinces 
in numbers and in wealth, far ezoeeded even the most sanguine 
e^>eotation8 of the adventurous pioneers themselves. 

It will be remembered that at this period, Old England was under- 
going all the miseries of a civil war, and of a political despotism, 
whiob closely followed in the wake of the ever memorable religious 
Beformation. One innovation and act of despotism had followed 
another, until the outraged people rose in riot, the riot rapidly 
became a revolution, and ambition — ^patriotism — ^fanaticism, were 
mingled in one headlong torrent — ^the whole nation was in arms — 
an interval of eleven years had elapsed without the semblance of 
a Parliament being convoked. The king fled from London, never 
to return, till the day of a terrible and memorable reckoning had 
arrived. In 1649, a revolutionary tribunal was formed, Charles 
the first, the lawftd king of England, was pronounced a tyrant, a 
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traitor, a murderer, and a public enemy, and his head was severed 
firom his shoulders before thousands of spectators, in front of the 
banqueting hall of his own palace.* 

In Scotland, the Presbyterians fought to the death, in defence 
of their rights, civil and sacred. The Protector Cromwell, with 
an iron hand, subjugated Ireland, and annihilated the military 
force of Scotland. Thousands of Britain's inhabitants were, in 
such circumstances, glad te seek an asylum in the wild woods of 
America, where they had a wide field of enterprise, find ih0 ^d) 
right apcorded to them of wor0hipping Qod^ and governiQg them- 
selves ^ they pleased ; reserving onjy the pplitip^ ^pjiectjien of 
the sf^n^ jsoyevej^^ strepgtheii^ 1:^ jk^ iim <i$ ma^tmi i^oi^mer- 
^al interests. ^ At this time nothing ycould ^oeed tiie k^ty of 
die British 'ColonistB, and, by the tveaty concluded in 17^3, Eng- 
land's sway extended over the whole of Nortti America, from the 
Gulf of Mexico to th^ Jfprth PoJ^. Unfortunately for Britain, 
her short-sighted ministers commenced the persecution of these 
loyal colonists, by nee^ess inteprfeieni^e with tMf forei^ oom- 
p^TOje^ a ^eii^ ^f unp^y^ar r^tri^tJo^a find ttsuj^ons veDe 
liaoiposed npo)^ 4hei9i ftnd the cliiQi^ <^ 9olc^^ i^oaentmeii^ ^ffld 
4^Qj^nt WPS r^a^^ Iby t^ impos^loo of the SUwip A«t,'' 
This act was iiH but uiiawnou^y «s6^nted to, by both Hoqms of 
P«riiam^t, and mtified l^ H^e ^:fa)g (Qeoige fteSfd), in tibe year 
n^, and it^ prcmi«Llgation in Aniericqk rcmaed ^ Ceilings of the 
cdionists tP th^ highest pitch ol iodignaticm. Not ^hU the par- 
tic^l^r w4e of taxfttion wa^ in Itaelf mose obnoxioiis ibati 
my o^r, biit b^foause th^ rc^diated tiie ri^ of tii^ mother 
country to tasc them at all, emo^pting jEbr their lood k^»efit 
and improvcm^t. The Englidi govemm^t justifed then- 
selves in this coime, as b^g the mlj inethod in whidi 1^ 
colcmists could indemnify them for the eiqp^ae incurred in their 
protection. Tjbe Stianp A^ was rep0aled ^ following yeair, but 

• Macaulay I. 99. 
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■Wdfi fidlowed hj bo healiag balm to Hie deeply woanded feelings 
of the refiraotorj 4o]oniat8. They refused to be oomforted, 
ttor wo«ld listen to any terms, short of absdute freedom. From 
temoBLStranoes they prooeeded to threats, and from threats 
io open defiaaoe. The sey^nal proyinoes a^ipointed delegate 
•tosneet annually in ageawal coogiess, to deliberate on measures 
ioir their oomnMm gnidanee. This at onoe brou^t them in ool- 
Jision with the Qovommeat authoritieB. The oiy, To Arms! 
Teseoftded ihroug^Kmt the thirteen Pronnoes, and slight skir- 
mishes were Moeeeded by pitdied battles in the field. The first 
considerable ei^;agenient was fought at Bunker's Hill, near Boston, 
in the month of June, 1775, where 500 provincials were killed or 
wounded, and douUe that number of Britidu The result, as is 
kno^ to all, was the '* Declaration of Independence/' which was 
«KcmaUy ngned on the fourib of July, 1776, and which was fol- 
lowed by the bloody revidutionary war. Not till 1783, did this 
war terminate, by Qreat Britain recc^gniaing the American Inde- 
p^ddenoe, and witjidrawing item the unnatural contest '^ The 
Americans nobly fought for, and secured their independence, 
wlach, whik it reflects glory on the American, covers the British 
statesmen with irretrievable in&my."* 

There arestiU amongst us men who regard Washington as no 
better than a successful rebel, and who cannot qieak of American 
instiltutft<ms or American men but with scorn and opprobrium. 
We can egress no syo^wthy with such; and without conunitting 
ourselves to the question whether the American Cofenies did ri^t 
^ wrong in throwing off their alle^ance and declaring their 
independence, we have no hesitation in saying, that it is the duty 
now, of every British su]]ject, and ee|)ecially of every Canadian, to 
consign all past anunosities to obHvum, and to cultivate, by every 
legitimate means, a spirit of forbearance and amity towards our 
neighbors. This course is necessary, alike for our own comfort, 

•^artiaUI. Intre:9. 
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safety, and prosperity, and for oontinning and fostering those 
commercial relations which are alike indispensable to both. 

The unbiassed strident of histoiy will, we doubt not, endorse the 
enlogium of England's greatest historian, who thus soms up the 
diaracter of Washington. " Modem history has not so ^tless a 
character to commemorate. Inyincible in resolution, firm in eon* 
duct, incorruptible in int^rity, be brought to the hdm of a vio- 
torious republic the simplicity and innocence of rural Hfe. A 
soldier from necessity and patriotism, rather than disposition, be 
was the first to recommend a return to pacific counsels wben the 
independence of his country was secured, and bequeathed to his 
countrymen an address, when leaving their goyemment, to whidi 
th^re is no composition of uninspired wisdom, which can bear a 
comparison. Haring signalized his Hfe by successM resistance to 
English oppression, he closed it by the warmest advice to cultivate 
the friendship of Great Britain, and, by his casting vote, ratified 
a treaty of friendly and commercial intercourse between the modier 
country and its emancipated ofiispring. It is the hi^est gl<»ry of 
England to have given birth, even amid transatlanlic wilds, to 
such a man, and that, amid the convulsions and revolutions of 
other states, real lib^y has arisen in that country alone, whidi 
inherited in its veins the genuine principles of British freedom."* 

Nations are not, any more than individuals, exempt from erroiB 
in judgment. We imagine there are few who will conmiend the 
policy of Lord Grenville in 1764, which irritated and estranged Ihe 
feelings of a loyal and attached colony. Still later, the consiita* 
tion which was conferred upon our own Province in 1791, under 
Mr. Pitt's administration, unwisely divided in twain the Province 
of Canada, which should ever have remained one and indivisabk. 
This blunder has bequeathed to Canada a seemingly irrecon- 
cilable antagonism of race against race, of which it is impossible 
for the most &r-seeing to predict the issue. 

• '• Allison I. 446. 
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The treaty of peace wliieh followed the American war, was the 
rasTilt of no amicable feeling towards Britain, or respect for Brit- 
ish institations, in the minds of American statesmen, bnt rather 
a matter of expediency, nay of necessity. It had become apparent 
to the most warlike, that the ccmmieroial relations then ^Ti^t^g 
between the now United States and Britain, demanded peace for 
thmr prosperity, the very existence also of the republic required 



The war left behind it a dormant feeling of animosity, and a 
disinclination on the part of either to forbear with the other, 
which thirty years of peace did not allay. During this period the 
Americans were " nursmg their wrath to keep it warm," and we 
cannot conceal our impression, that the war of 1812 was an un- 
natural and aggressiye demonstration. As such, it was, we bdievey 
destined by Providence to teach future ages the folly of rushing 
unprovoked and unprepared into hostilities, that might easily and 
Bonorably be settled by diplomatic negotiations. 

" There is little doubt tiiat America was influenced in provok- 
ing this war, by the temporary ascendancy and flattering repre- 
sentations of Napoleon I. Had they delayed their belligerent 
demonstrations until after his final overthrow at Waterloo, the 
unnatural war of 1812 would never have been recorded in the 
historian's page." As it was, various were the excuses urged for 
the commencement of the war. Prominent amongst these, was 
the right of search claimed by Great Britain for ^e recovery of 
British seamen on board of neutral ships. An unfortunate, and 
by the British Oovemment unwarranted application of this right 
to ships of war in tbe year 1807, brought about a collision be- 
tween the American firigate " Chesapeake," and the English ship 
'' Leopard," 74. The former was known to have on board some 
deserters from the British navy, whom her captain reftised to 
surrender; upon which the British captain fired a broadsid^> 
killing and wounding a number of Americans. The Chesapeake 
struck her colors, the deserters were arrested, and the ships 
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parted. The Leopard prooeeded to Halifiuc,wliei«£Iw 
4ried 1^ eonrt^nartiid <m board the '^ BeUeisle/' One of them, Jolm 
Wikoii, a Bri1aiMK)rii suhject, was eeiitexioed to death, and cflce- 
eoted four daja tiierea^ber] the others vere Hberated. The Bug- 
Utdi Ooyemment disavowed the act, recalled iheir captain, and 
^ered separaticm ; but ihe American mind was too nmch exat^Mor- 
«ted to listen to reasonable terms, and a prodamation followed 
forthwith, forbidding all British ships of war to enter the poarts of 
the United States. 

**The subsequent pdicy of the Ai^rican QoT«mmeBt, 1»- 
tray^ a mani&st disincUnadon to meet the ^)iiotable advanoeeof 
Britain, to establish the basis of a perman^it peace between iha 
two ooantnes, already united by bonds of common origin and 
identity of intecest^" A second naval engag^oiient, ihe real oanae 
of which has never been satisfactorily explained, ended in a very 
.diifevent result from the affair of the (Siesapeake. The American 
frigate '' President,'' M in with the Britirfi diipof-war << Litde 
Belt," of 18 guns, off Oape Charles, in May, 1811, and, after a 
sanguinary encounter maintained by &e British for hatf an hour, 
against such fearftd odds, tiw ships withdrew, and retired 
to their respective harbors. While the former engi^meot may 
well be supposed to have exasperated the Americans, the hitter 
nu^ naturally ^M)u^ have been oomid^ed as an o&et A 
variety of unsaitia&otory negotiations, resulted in a recommenda- 
tion by the President to place the United States army on a war- 
footing, by raising 10,000 regulars, and 50,000 militia. Congress, 
more enthusiastic than the president, raised ihe levy to 25,000 
regulars, and voted a loan of ten million of doHaro to prosecute 
the war. 

Onthel8liiof Jane, 1812,by avote<tf 79 to 40, alHll de- 
jdaring war against Great Britain, passed the House of B^presen- 
tatives, James Madison being President. For some time previois 
to this. General Hull had been eonoentrating a laige force at 
Setrdt, and was in readiness to invade Ganada. On the 12th of 



Jvfy, 1812, Jhe orofltad ^erto SmMA, wiOi 2,«00 men wa 33 
pieoQS of Qftonon, B>v4 JflfiiMd « l^idievovui procliwD«y)ray " Umi he 
jbftd 0Qi«e Qol) to W2|^ w», b«t ^ emw^o^MiU Ae inbibiiavitd tf 
Cmsiii^ £roia tjmnay and (^prjadsion, smd U> xeitoe them to ftke 
jiguified stftfei(8i of freemen," IiHtfe did he dremn of the wwxi 
^«e^)|im tb»t aiRniited }im Hie first fttte«»i»t showed him the 
t^per <£ tbe ftjtjeh eto«|i| «id he loet liltJe tfaoe in befttiag a 
relreftti tp his ii^rei^lMd in Pe^roit, where, stfopgly eAkenohed, a 
hmniliatiiig retd^nlioii aweited him. No fooner did tiie tidBiigs 
of an iwvmom jretoh Toik, fte ee^itel <^ Upper Canada, than 
GesBkffical lBf9sk, then liienrtanani €bTernor, set ont in person in 
^pest of the ifioe. Nome intimidaited bj the strength (^ his por- 
tion, he boJAy fi)Ilaw«d bun iip; detennined to panidh him for his 
temeiity. With, only 300 xegnkrs, 400 miliUa, and 600 Indians, 
he jaFested OetEoit, and hefive prefMntions eould be made tor an 
assacdi, on the 16ith of Angost, ihe Amerioan general sent in a 
flag of truee, and, inihoiat drawing a trigger, smrendered himself 
and all his host, poisoners of war. TUe inigaHanl> eond«et of 
General Hnll was sm1»Uy reoognised bj bis superiors : he was 
tried by court martial, and, f(v hi^ smhenrdof eimardioe, was nen- 
teneed to be shot, thofogh be was subsequently pardoned. By his 
8an<«ader, not qd^j Petroit, bnt the whdle of flte Michigain kni- 
tory, £^ into the hands of the British. 

On ihe 13di of Oolober following, the Amerieiw, nnder Gen- 
eral Yan Eansebter, met with a signal defeat at Qneenston 
Heights. General Brook was again waiting to reoeiye them, and, 
phdng himself at ibe bead oi his men, boairely led them cm to 
the efaarge, bnt soon fcil mortally wounded. " Sevmge the Qofr 
eral r fronted &e s<ddiej», who still pressed on, and literally drore 
a sq)^ior &roe up tiie mountain side. The Amerioans wiece, 
however, at this jnneture reinforced, and the foitidi, dispirited 
by the fall of their b^ved gwaeral, and OTerpowered by superior 
numbers, wea?e forced to retine. At t^is eritioal moment, 
General Sbeaffe arrived at the sooae of aation 'vnth 400 fresh 
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troop6, and immediately determined to renew the combat. Hay- 
ing gained the heights by a circnitons march, the British troops, 
thirsting to avenge the M of their general, charged the enemy 
with irresistable determination. Many of the invaders were 
driven over the precipice into the Niagara Biver, and were 
drowned, whilst their general Wadsworth, and 900 men, were made 
prisoners. " The M of General Brock, the idol of the army, and 
of the people of Upper Canada, was an irreparable loss, and cast 
a shade over the glory of this dear-bought victory." 

Irritated ratlier than discouraged, by these two successive £ul- 
ures, to possess themselves of Canada, the Americans resolved 
upon renewing the attempt, and a combined attack upon Upper 
and Lower Canada simultaneously, was determined upon. 

Oeneral Smyth, with 5,000 men, having the command on the 
Niagara frontier, and Oeneral Dearborn, at the head <^ 10,000 
men, on the Lower Canada confines, took the field. Again were 
they repulsed in Upper Canada, while in Lower Canada, nothing 
of any importance was achieved. This, the third invasion of 
Canada having been frustrated, the troops of both the contending 
parties were sent to winter quarters. 

In the meantime the American navy had in some measure 
atoned for the disastrous attempts of llie army, and a series of 
maritime engagements ensued in &vour of the Americans. 
Britain had now to learn with surprise, that even on the element 
of which she claimed the sovereigniy, she was not invincible. 
The enthusiasm of the Americans was raised to the highest pitch 
by these successes, in a quarter the most unexpected, and the war 
was prosecuted with redoubled energy. The capture of Montreal, 
the commercial capital and key of Canada, was consequent^ 
entertained, as being highly desirable and apparently practicable. 

During the campaign of 1813, a number of engagements took 
place with varied success. In the month of January, after a stout 
resistance, the British captured Ogdensburgh ; and on the 27th 
of April, York, the capital of Upper Canada, fell into the 



IV.] CAMPAIGN OF 1813. 77 

liands of the Americans. About the same lame a strong demon* 
stration against Saokett's Harbor, by the British, ended in a mis- 
eahh disappointment. In May, Fort George, at the mouth of 
the Niagara River, was inyested by the Americans by land and 
water, and was battered to pieces by their cannon, and evaooated 
by its gallant defenders. In June, the British regained their 
asoenduicy, and thrice in succession defeated the enemy, namely, 
at Stony Creek, Beaver Dam, and BlackrocL In Septranber, the 
whde- British squadron was swept firom Lake Erie ; and General 
Proctor, no longer able to obtain supplies and ammunition, dis- 
mantled Detroit and Amherstburgh, and commenced a retreat 
He was quickly overtaken by the American General, Harrison, and 
nearly the whole British force was annihilated. 

Elated with these successes, the Americans openly announced 
thdr intention of at once taking possession of Montreal. Har- 
riscm, with 8,000 men, was to complete the capture of Upper 
Canada. Wilkinson, with 10,000 men, at Sackett's Harbor, was 
in readiness to act as circumstances might indicate ; and General 
Hampton lay at Ghateauguay, prepared at a day's notice to mardi 
upon Montreal. It was arranged that Wilkinson should descend 
the St Lawrence, and, being joined by Hampton at the Lake St 
Louis, that they two should dose the campaign by a triumphal 
entry into Montreal, and establish themselves there in comfortable, 
winter quarters. 

The season bdng far advanced and all things now ready, Wil- 
Unson moved his army to Grenadier Island, nearly opposite 
Emgston, with a view of first reducing that post, and then in 
soeoession demolishing all the minor forts between that and 
M(mtreal. Finding, however, a powerful British fleet and land 
force there ready to receive him, under General De Botten- 
Imigh, on the fi^ of November, he skilfiilly shifted his plan of 
attack^ and, while appearii^ to menace Kingston, suddenly 
Aanged his course down stream, and swiftly glided down the river, 
towards Prescott and Ogdensbuigh. Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson 
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if«s ia coflOMtod at Pr^seoH, lUid keipta ^A^isast kiok dti Oa 
t^e fir^ (^ Noy«mbdt he had db^atdhed Lkftftofiant IhitHH» 
Clark to Elliott's p(At^, five miles above Bi^ofdrv^, w&b hm 
cnmctbiid to obseive &e lAoVementB (^ all vei&selB aaviga^g Hie 
i^er, and at the fii«t aippearanoe of the efitt&y, to endioavoi^ t<» 
aeeeiftaiii ^tmt ntb&ber. '^ Ton will/' se read Im imrtmi^i^ons^ '^ opdiir 
the a^^)earafioe of ant enemy, instuytfy take bcHrsO) and ^<q)dk to 
Pi^esoott, witli aH poasihle dlMgefiee, alaiteilBig' tlie eotifitry ae yea 
pusa dowist.*^ On the eveMfig ef the 5t2i November, Lieatenatt^ 
Clark^ in obedience tof iSbe eonu«and, took the ^3t&t/cmmr^tf k&n^^ 
he eoold lay hands on, amd ha^fy Ket^ismed to Presoidtt, T&pofff&ng 
tbe api»oaeh of' the Amexiean army in gi^e»t fu'ee, on hm^ ef ^ 
flotilla of some three hn^ftd^ed of every deiMrrtptioni <rf (SNdt, lact" 
dttding several gttn-boats^ 

Upon this annoEneemetit, the niost m^Hive piepariMiions ni^r^ 
Itiade in Presoott, to i^e^Bt a landing, and U p«dVes^ th^n i^xaa 
passing down. Wilkinson, however, again dt)dged tbe Britisii, 
tJnwilKng to eiepdse his troops to the gnnsi of I^^^eooti, he landedi 
than on the AmerkMoi diore, two miles above, and msAibed them, 
if a cireoitotKi rovte^ afKynt the same ^fertance l^w^ C^detttf- 
b^h. The boats, nianned l^ onfy aftw hand^ h«^gged1^.^l]iieri- 
ean shore, and under oo^r of nigbt pa«tBed iSsit&n, An aeti^ 
boi^ardifeent WM k^t np on them the wboiin nig^, witdi^tit 
however doing much damage. Having dropped down beyoAd 
g«L»^ibot reaoh, the ti^pe agala embaiied, and siDen gtid«ddown 
&e Oaleps rap$dS) tineeting idt^ no^obiitmetkm nutil tbtfy reiA^ed 
Point Iroqnois. Shere^ tdto ^ef k ledtteed in width t<!^ ab^ot 
t^h^EOkdredyafAs, atfd is ^r rapSd. A pt^ttett of aibotfti^d^^tffi 
ffiem^ amongst^ Whoiu we^ Jaeob and Feter BrOttSO) were poisted 
ad this pdnt, wUc& eoflunanda am e:^tti^ve view of the fi«er. Ok 
Sunuby af^rtto<m the8t4) they diaioms^ ^ ilotilhi ef beatirud 
iMtfges rapi^i^rpi«achlng; the river seemed MteivUy eovered by 
ttem. The adnmd^ bot^ wi6i«^ trnt tUf^m ef ibe ptq^et^ 
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their pieoea aromed Hmot totunAm oC Ae Doild«i militia, two 
fanndFed in mmibcr, who kqr in the hollow in rear rf the pcHiity 
under capiam Monroe : tfaej were qniekl j on the spot, aad ga70 
them another YoUej. The eamj were thrown mto some oonfiisioa 
1^ this sorprise, and, beii^ is ignoraaoe of the nnmber of their 
(^ponentB, d^ aol attempt a landings h«t inatandy stnuk 
across the river, and Vroi^ht to in the bay <9poeite» Wilkinson 
(dbierring this mofement, and determined to aaoevtain t^e caoseof 
ft, asw^ aathe strength of his (^poneats, (xdered the maki body 
of the ibtillay still nearly a mile above die pointy to draw in to 
tile Oamada ihorvh^ Acceording^y they knded at Jaeob Ikoiise'a 
tern and dis^nbaxked tiM troops, who, without losing a moment^ 
proeeeded hj land is quest of a fii& Konroe^ and hia gaUaal 
Httle band, were now iti t«m taken abadc,^ and, p^roeiviDg reoat- 
ance to be hopeless^ qsMij rehnqnished their post, and made the 
bestof thm way to the woods, attowing the invading host tb pass 
down utfmolested* As the day was now ftr spent, the Ameriouia 
ooiithmed their mareh oddy abottt one mile below the present village 
(^IrnqnoiB, and encamped there by the riv^ nde^ withia sight <tf 
their comrades, who still kept to theit^ boats in the bay opposite* 
These now pot into the stream^ and, dossing the river, landed at 
the same {Aaoe. They remained there till Tuesday about noeoi 
meanwhile making thrasaelvea <{uite at home,, aid reoeiviag ffont 
the farmeSB, snoh gUaSGB as they could supply. Their effieet^ 
strictly enjoined them to pay for every tMttg that they took; 
and iu justice to Uieii^it must be allowied, that the hous^old stuff 
of ^e Armors was reflected. The hay and g^rain in the barns 
woe,, howev^, seenda^ conffldered UmM booty, and mueh oiore 
was wasted and) troddeu under foot than* Wear actua% eoniMimed* 
Tho British government, however, subseqsiei^y, with ehajraeteiistie 
fimyor^amidy eoBq w ui ato d the fiumemfor theia lessea in thid way; 
Wilkinson, suddenly alarmed by the report ef an waied foiiM 
eonmig down upon hm £rotn above,. and rightly jitdgiitg that he 
had taaiedloiigeneui^ exri^ o* Sueaday the 10th etal«ied Us 
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ioTQ&, and, passing without molestation the Bapid da Plat, pro- 
oeeded to the lower limit of Williamsburgh. He there halted for 
the purpose of obtaining pilots, lightening his boats, and making 
other necessary arrangements for descending the dangerous rapids 
of the Longae Saolt. He was on the same day reinforced by 
General Brown's brigade of 3000 men, and a body of dragoons 
from the American side. These, with a portion of Wilkinson's 
troops, were sent in advance by land, to dear the way of all 
obstructions, and to take possession of the Government stores and 
ammunition at Cornwall. By noon of the same day, Wilkinson 
was apprized, by the booming of cannon, that Brown was already 
engaged, some distance below. It appears that Brown, on his 
march to Cornwall, was intercepted by the Glengarry militia, 1300 
strong, under Major Dennis, near Hoojde's Greek. He accordingly 
placed a gun in position, on the elevated ground there, and prepared 
to force his way. The militia being undisdplined, and indifferently 
armed. Major Dennis did not venture an engagement, and, after 
firing a few volleys of musketry, retired into the interior. Brown, 
pushed on to Cornwall. His boats meantime having run the rapids, 
lay at Bamhart's at the foot of the Sault. 

Great was the consternation in Cornwall, and throughout Glen- 
garry, when it was announced that a powerful American army 
had landed, and was even now at their very doors. Tli^ 
country lads, who had been summoned to fight for their ki^ 
and country, and " their ain fire sides," and who had frequently 
been seen to mount guard, aimed with ai| aze or a pitch-fork, 
b^an to feel some uneasiness as to the result of a conflict, in which 
their rude implements would be met by the musket and bayonet 
in the hands of disciplined troops. As soon therefore as the 
enemy's landing had been reported, all the waggons that could be 
found in the surrounding country were despatched to Cornwall, 
where a large amount of Government stores destined for Upper 
Canada had been detained. One hundred and fifty waggons 
were loaded widi the stuff, and befim Brown arrived at Com- 
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mall they were beyond his reach at St. Andrews, five miles in rear 
of the town. The cavalcade rested here for an hour, and then 
pushed on through mud and mire, till they arrived at Martintown, 
where they passed the night. The next evening they reached the 
river de Lisle, and encamped for the night, indulging in all kind of 
surmises as to the result of the engagement in Williamsbur^b — 
ihe whereabouts of Brown, and more especially as to the compa- 
rative safety or danger of their own precious carcases. How &r 
they would have fled, or what would have become of them had 
the enemy overtaken them, it is difficult to imagine ; but their 
Airther retreat was arrested by the arrival of Colonel Giysler 
direct from the battle-field, with news of the enemy's defeat. 
The Highlanders swung their blue bonnets in the air, and made the 
neighboring forest to resound with their vociferous cheering. They 
immediately proceeded to Goteau du Lac, where they left the 
stdres, and returned to their homes. 

But to return to Wilkinson, whom we left at Williamsburgh. 
He effected a landing at Cook's Point, and from that place 
to Charlesville, a distance of about three miles, the shore was 
lined with his boats. Cook's tavern, a large and substantial build- 
ing, was made his head quarters, and all the farmers' houses around 
were filled with his men. The Americans were in excellent spirits ,* 
ihey appeared to be quite enchanted with the appearance of the 
country, and assured the fimners that they might consider them- 
selves perfectly safe under their protection — ^ihat they had not 
the slightest intention of molesting them, or injuring their pro- 
perty — ^for in a very fijiort time they would return, to share their 
&rms with them. Here, as in Matilda, they paid in Spanish 
d<dlars for all the provisions the farmers had to sell, and the 
conduct of their officers is never spoken of by those of the farmers 
who still survive, without the remark, thaf they behaved them- 
sekes like gentlemen." 

At the commencement of this expedition Wilkinson had issued 
tlie following pompous proclamation : '^ The army of the United 
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^^ Stata^^ viinxk I ha^iHift hcmoc tOi oommand^ hnradoEr t^ Eto^ 
'< Tinoe to oofiiquac, not to destn^ ; to^^snbdue tiie foinee o£ hiB) 
'' Briianiuo Majjesty^ not to war agahist nnoffandiiig sabjoots; 
'* Those therefore ain0iigst^y<m who remaiiii<|iiiet.aihome^ shotilicl 
** victory iiieline: to the Ajaaeriean stttndani^vdiaiLbepirotecteclim 
" tteir perBonck audi property. ; but: those, whot are found in anne 
<< nuist neoesflanly be tceated as^ apowed enemies. To menaoe; im 
'^ nttntanly — tosednee diahoncashlei-^yetit isjoataiidllimniie, tai 
^^ {^aoe these altemativea.be&re yotu'' In: the mean time, Liente- 
muLbtCdonel Nbxaison, of the 89tii s^imenty lost no time im 
ceetting out in pjirsiiitiof: the enemy) who:h»l so dexteroi:fsly:giveni 
<him the s^p atr Kingston, and hastily embarkedthe sm«U bocfy of> 
iivoo|» that.oould be spared: from> that impo r t a nt pointy cm board' 
^ several ahip» of war and a flotiUa of gonr faoajts; These, yretm 
^neoBssarily slower iit their motion; and l6Bs.eM%i monagediin timi 
intricate channel of the river, tfaant th^ l^htboats: and'. batteanjB 
of Hs opponent Wilkinson,. and. iinwaai noif until. the. evemn^tof 
Uie eighth, that .the squinbrott reaohed Boesoottt The troops -w&obl 
immediatdy transfesredto smaller oraftv and^ beingreinfbrced'byr 
dfatoehmenis of tbeiGanadiaa'^^FeneiUes andToltigBitr: coips^ underi 
Jtfi«atenanti^ol(mel: Fearson^ and: aBrompiinied> by the. gon^boatr 
under GapUdn^Mi^teaafcer, amonntingdn all ta 860 men; left :Bre»? 
>oe!tt ait ffiUHlowtt. oa tiba: 9thj iit pursoitr ofi Hie enemyj Tha^ 
Uftded atlSbwer'sin^Matildaiand lialtediilieredfontfie night, wham 
intdligence reaohedthemihato&e eoemyiiad landed ashortdistuMe^ 
^fiirtiier dowtt; the. riven. . Baiiy next momii^ Morxison^marehadi 
to Point IroquMS,. fromiwheneer the- American' anuyvnaarly^^i^ 
a9dles;difitaat,.wa9di0iinoiily vkttbloi.He eenlihuedifoadyanee ontSl 
be oamoj withinhalf aimilejaf .hia>8dvenuiry, jmd, having aaoertunedj 
his numbers andposition^ deeidedthattheiwaidddiott&erelieaardeiD 
eng9gem<Mit,.and jeturm^ to Point Iroquoiatt. Ko sooner had ^ her 
done so, than the Americans took to theif . boats i and were: o£ 
agaifi.^ Morriseik. Bkeaiiin: embarked and, oanlioudy foQowedi 
^ell: aiipgetiiirib TOlkJaaoa must lind agaiinefeJmjm tfasTspidsaofi 
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i&e £oi^d Satit ; and' 116 hoped to meet liim on more favorable 
grbttiid than that which they liad abandoned. Daring a halt, 
#0 Amerioa^n soldiers Were observed, on the opposite aide 
of die river, shoutitig at the top of their voices, and waving 
diar caps in' the air, evidently mistaking the British vessels 
ibr their oWn. A small lioat was run across, and the prem um 
Immght o£^ jftisoners of war, the victims of misplaced confi- 
dence. Aiiotheit tidt 6f two hours ensued at Stata'sbay, near the 
WilHanii^m^ stag^house, durihg which time a gun-boat lirith 
tif^ men ^as sent act^ss tb Hamilton (now Waddington). There 
they fbtind ii* considerable quantity of ammunition and some 
stor^, yA&mb they seized^ atid, having burned the barracks, they 
quickly etnliaalted alid rejoined the flotilla. 

The ^siaie eteiiihg, havitig learned that the Americans were 
landing' ih'fdice at Co6k*s, Morrison dropped down to Monroe V 
buy aiid' diere land'ed hid troops, at a distance of about two miles 
a1k>Ve thetti. that very evening the enemy's* piquet apptoabhed' 
the Briti^, biit wiis' quickly driven* in, and a strong patrol wai^ 
set fo^ the night, tirysler's house was made the head quarteris of 
the gall^ht little ahny, and! a council of war'was held tllere, to 
iflSJA sdl the coiiimissioned of^cers were admitted^ and, nbt- 
ii^ithdtaiiding the fearful odds^, it was then determined to give the 
etleffiV blattk.' 

All t}ii^ Morrubn aisked for his handful of troops was '^ a fair 
fi^d'ahd nd favor;" and in the level and' open fields of the " old 
(Jiysl^'farih,*' he saw at a glance, just such a hatUe^ound as he 
desired. And if he could only entice the Americans to meet him 
A^d, he' felt perfectly confident that' their raw recruits, even 
t&bt(gh their ntiixihear^ mlghf be^ l^on, must eventually yielcl to 
the steady and resolute charge of the British bayonet. I^pon this 
W^pOti a^d' the disciplitie of lus troops, h6 based all his calcular 
tions for si:(66egSC I*r6m the old' Crysler^ house, still standing' 
Vytlie "vfiEtyHside, the road leading to the woods extended a distance 
{tf* atxntt'l^ a^ niile fibnk' the riv^^ Sti Lawrence, and at' right 



84 THE GBTSLER FARM. [CHAP. 

angles to it. This road, forty feet in width, was lined on either 
side by fences oonstrncted of heavy cedar logs and of about five feet 
in height. Throughout its entire length they afforded considerable 
cover, and formed the western boundary of the battle-field elect. 
On the north was a swamp densely covered with timber and 
impassable for troops. On the south it was bounded by the king's 
highway running contiguous and parallel to the river. This field, 
covered at the time with a luxuriant crop of fall wheat, stretched 
away to the east, a distance of quarter of a mile, unobstructed by 
laroe, fence, or ditch, and extended northwards to the woods half a 
mile. This plateau is elevated some twenty-five feet above the level 
of the river. To have been of much service, the gun-boats should 
have anchored about mid-channel ; but as the current is here very 
rapid, and of great depth, this arrangement could not be carried out, 
80 that they proved of less service in the action than they otherwise 
might have done. In the centre of the river lies an island circular 
in form, of about 100 acres in extent and covered with a dense 
growth of maple trees ; and at the foot of it, a large bay or 
expanse of still water, extending about a quarter of a mile below, 
where the two branches of the river again converge. This bay 
is some distance above Cook's point, where the American gun- 
boats were lying, and was rendered inaccessible to the enemy by 
the rapid current flowing between, and was sufficiently distant to 
be out of reach of their small arms. One of Morrison's gun boats 
was directed to anchor in this bay. Another was anchored imme- 
diately opposite Crysler's house, while the third was stationed at the 
head of the rush-bed some distance above. 

Early in the morning of the 11th November, 1813, Wilkinson 
was preparing to take his departure for Montreal, but Morrison 
was determined that he should not do so, until he had first paid 
for his night's lodging, and a vigorous and galling fire from the 
gun-boats was the significant intimation to that effect. 

Shortly after day-break, the British troops were formed on the 
niae-mile road leading to the woods, as already described, their 
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right resting on the King's road, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pearson, consisting of a skeleton of the 49th raiment, 
under Captain Nairn. A company of Canadian Fencibles under 
Lieutenant De Lorimier, and part of a troop of Provincial dra- 
goons under Captain B. D. Frazer, with the companies of the 
Voltigeurs, extended a little in advance under Major Herriot. 
The left wing was commanded by Lieut. Colonel Morrison, cou- 
nting of the 89th r^ment of the line, and a party of militia, 
under Lieut Samuel Adams, with about thirty Indian warriors, 
posted along the skirte of the woods under Lieut. Anderson. 

Observing the determined attitude of the British, the American 
army was quickly drawn up in battle array on Cook's farm, dis- 
tant about one mile and a quarter, under the command of General 
Boyd, Wilkinson being confined to his barge by indisposition, 
induced it is said by intemperance. 

Thus arranged, the adverse armies, each confident of victory, 
yet neither seemingly inclined to begin the conflict, rested on their 
arms, ready to march at the word of command. With a view of 
bringing the Americans to the ground he had selected, Morrison, 
about noon detached a small force to proceed within range and 
open fire upon their opponents ; they were met by a similar party 
of Americans, before whom they retired, their pursuers following 
them up to within ten or twelve yards of the nine-mile road, 
where the main body were concealed by the fence. The first inti- 
mation they had of their presence was a well-directed volley of 
musketiy. They immediately ix)oh to their heels (so says our 
informant) and lost no time in rejoining their comrades at Cook's, 
leaving however three or four of the party dead on the field. 

Now that American blood had been drawn, the American Gen- 
eral could no longer honorably remain inactive, and a strong 
movement was made in^ advance. The British moved down 
in force, about a quarter of a mile, to the edge of a deep ravine, 
and there calmly awaited the attack. 

A strong body of the enemy's cavalry having made a rapid 



i^dyan<^, gallantily dashed .^p the fii^e pf ttihe myioe, .liiit met (Witjbi 
B^v^ok « wan^ reception at the spmi^it, thf^t ijiej weie forced t^ 
wh^ about, and retire in di3ord^r, in thejur downw^ xtetr^ 
oy^r-ndin^ many of their oomra^es ^bo ^ere ^press^pg qn Jbehjpd^^ 
A sj^ng reinforcepnent pf infantry however oonupg fip to tb^i^ 
i^JRI^^ they rallied and ma^e anotheer desper^^te .pb^^ilg^* Tl^ 
time they succeeded 4n gaining ,tbe leyd gropp^, m^ a ^m- 
goinary .contest was maintained fi>r some ^mp, till ihe 3i:jitiab» 
with a steady and unpesistiMe diarge, drove them at the point of 
the bayonet once more into the ravine; b^t not until Capti^i^ 
N^kn, and ensign Clause of the 49th, apd Lieut. I>e )L4orimi^ of 
the Canadian Fencibles, were killed. 

A]|^i;it the same time the enemy's colxunns ^pder Q^ner^ 
Coyii^^n, whp rode a white horse, were advanciijig oo the xight 
and centre of the British line in double qujc^ time; wiUi ft yieir 
of .t^iming thpir flaiuk. Colonel MQiri^pp; observing Hofij foraed 
tbe 99th in ecA^^on; the enesny t^en gaye ft cheer, and comjpieiiT 
ced ^ determined and very destructive fire, which the Britisli 
troops returned with deadly effect. This checked bis advancet^ 
and at the i^ame time a considerable ni^nb^ of tihe pnen^y were 
captured by the ^litia, under Lieut. Ada^n^. They were also 
thn)^ into some confusion by the fall of General CovingtoU; ^ho 
was at this time mortally wounded while in the act of pointing ou^ 
to his troops the mode of attack. A thirty yard shiurimell shell fired 
imnpiedi9.tely after; &om one of the gun-boatS; by Capt^n Jackson^ 
added to their confusion, and caused a wavering jn their ranks.. 
Morqson now dosed his columns with the enei^y; and, together 
with the troops under Colonel Pearson, kept up such a de9tructive 
fire \}j platoons, thfit the enemy was driven from his position, and 
compelled to retire from the field, with tl^ie loss of one gun, ^00 
prisoners, most of his cavalry horses, and a stand ai colors whidi 
were found chained to a stump. V Thi^," remarked a corporal of 
the 49th '^ m liberty chained to a stump.'' 

Major Henry Merckley of the Dundas militia; and Caj^taiu ^err 
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4f Oe iaoorpoiBled mSBtiA^ attended with ibe inx^, and were ef 
igMataervi0eiiiliie:fidd>dQriiigfte eBgigemeut. Thegaa4)0flCts 
deo lepi up a brisk fire and ^ eorat<died *' the enemy Bevetehf 
wiule th^lay at OodE^ aad though their aitiiatioA was somewhat 
unfavorable, they eoatribnted Ytrj materially to the snooess of the 
day. Titty were three in nUBiber* The two smaller ones were armed 
mdiwitiiasEc-pQaiiderbfassgwi. The third oiM, named the "Nel- 
«&,** was a "vciy iaige aad eumbroas galley, mounting a thirly- 
two pounder and a twenty-four pounder, and was propped by 
aighty xowers, forty on a side. This one was stationed at the 
h«ad of tiie ruahrbed, and it was from it that the shell was dis- 
jehazged wiiieh was noticed as assistitig to twm the fate of tiie 
iMttle. 

The action lasted till hatf past four in tiieaftenioon,and wasfoi:^ht 
«!th the most rflffdnte bravery by both eombatants. Morrison, aware 
lihat tlu enemy hada large foree ia reserve, was uuwilliBg to risk l& 
amallibroempvsQit; hetherefomoostentedhimsdf withoeoupy- 
iBg for the ni^, the ground firati wlucSi the enemy had been driven. 
TttB Americans lepaired to their boats precipitately, and a soene 
itfindescribdbleceinfnsbnfoitowed. The east wittdfaaTmgs]»tmg 
mpf aad the water in Ae river considerably subsided, their boats 
arere left hi^ and dry« Tlie affirigkted soldien as they arrived 
in hot haste from the battie, threw their arms and ammunitioa, 
msti &ially thfemsehres into ^ boats, and in the general scramble, 
Abe attempts t€ £he officers to restore order were of no avaiL 
ASbn much delay in bundling, they were once more aioat in 
jgreat disorder, aad the whole flotilla moved down the river to 
Bamhart'fl Island, where they were joined by Brown^s brigade, 
«nd by the dragoons, who brought with them five pieces of uiiillery 
fiom tiie £dd of action by land, in order to lighten the crafts, 
while descending the rapids. 

To his unspeakable mortification, Wilkinson there received a 
letter from Qeneral Hampton, informing hua of his (Hampton's) 
tefniat by General De Salabeiry, aear Ghateauguay, and his sub- 
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sequent retreat to Lake Champlain. A council of war was hutried- 
ly convened, when it was resolved that the attack upon Montreal 
should he abandoned for that season, and that the army should 
cross to the American shore for winter quarters. On the following 
morning, the combined forces made the best of their way to Salmon 
Biver, where they laid up all their boats, erecting with extraordi- 
nary celerity, extensive barracks for the whole army, and having 
fortified their position by a strong abattis, they there passed ihe 
winter. 

The British loss was three officers and twenty-one rank and file 
killed, eight officers and 137 men wounded, and twelve missing. 
Wilkinson acknowledged to three officers and ninety men killed, 
sixteen officers and .221 men wounded. In General Covingtom 
the Americans lost a brave and able officer. 

Thus terminated the battle of '^ Crysler's Farm,'' and with the 
defeat of the American army here, vanished all hopes, during that 
campaign at least, of carrying out their designs upon Lower Canada. 

The conduct of the British troops, regulars and militia, was 
beyond all praise, and elicited the encomiums even of their oppo- 
nents. The devoted loyalty of the militia is thus noticed by 
Wilkinson in his report from Salmon Biver, dated the 16th of 
November, 1813 : " The enemy deserve great credit for their 
zeal and intelligence, which the active universal hostility of Hie 
male inhabitants of the country, enabled them to employ to the 
greatest advantage." Ingersoll, the American historian, speaks in 
terms of the highest praise, of the conduct of the British and Ca- 
nadian troops, " for the persevering and invincible spirit in which 
they met a formidable invasion, and forced Wilkinson to a dishcm- 
ored retreat, when, had they been well led, there was every plec^ 
of victory." Morrison, in his report of the battle to head-quarters, 
testified to the " distinguished bravery of the r^ulaxs and militia" 
under his command. 

The numbers in this engagement are variously estimated. Of 
the British there were, as already said, but 850 r^ulars, including 
the men on the gun-boats, a handful of militia, and 30 Indians. 
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The American force engaged, is stated by Wilkinson to have been, 
f^m 1600 to 1800 men, while British authorities place it at 2900. 
Onr information from local sources confirm us in the belief that 
the larger figures are the more correct ; nor have we the slightest 
hesitation in disbelieving the general, who at the same time cooly 
states the British force to have been << from 1200 to 2000;— at 
least," says he " there were 1800." 

Allison alludes to the battle thus : '' The glorious defeat of an 
inyasion so confidently announced, and so stjrongly supported, dif- 
fused the most heartfelt joy in Lower Canada, and terminated the 
campaign there, in the most triumphant manner." Christie says 
of it : " This, called the battle of Crysler's Farm, is, in the esti- 
mation of military men, considered the most scientific military 
affair during the late war, from the professional skill displayed in 
&e action, by the adverse commanders ; and when we consider 
the prodigious preparations of the American Government for that 
expedition, with the failure of which, their hopes of conquest van- 
Mied, the battle of Crysler's Farm may probably be classed as 
the most important, and the best fought, that took place during 
the war." 

The avowed abandonment of their projects by the American 
Generpls, having removed every appearance of danger, the com- 
mander of the forces, by a general order of the 17th November, 
dismissed the sedentary militia, with due acknowledgment of the 
loyalty and zeal which they had manifested. The following is an 
extract: — 

" His Excellency the Governor in chief and commander of the 
forces, in dispensing for the present with the further services of 
the militia, feels the greatest satisfaction in acknowledging the 
dheerfiil alacrity with which they have repaired to their respective 
posts, and the loyalty and zeal they have manifested at the pros- 
pect of encountering the enemy. Although he has been checked 
in his career by the bravery and discipline of his Majesty's troops 
in the Upper Province, and thus frustrated in his avowed inten- 
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tion of Jaoduig w Hm M$3BLi {Moati^eal), hk ^KdeQency feob oon- 
fident, that, had h» beoB -enaMed to ceaoh U, ivdifttoyer migbt have 
Jbei^n his foroe, he would We ^mab wUh that -steady raod deier- 
mned jreei^taace, £x»a the anffitia of the !provinoe8, whiah would 
h»!9e ienftiaaAed Ida third Attjumi»t for ]te4nviiud(M)i, like thofle whicb 
l^sceded <it, m defeat ^uid dieig^Qe.'' 

The above extracts suffice to shew ihat the memoes €i dxefiiifi- 
,<ja inhere duly appieeiatod,>that4he battle of 'Oiyrier'^ Fanuwas 
an important ouq^ «nd its results hig^y (Satisfactory* In the £m0 
of the weU^antheaticated faets addnc^ it will searoely be lore- 
^dited^ {that WiHdnson had the aiudaeity, imd that Andean hist^ 
rians have &ince had the imbeoilijly,^ elain the vdotory in the aotiea 
^jQrpler'tt Farm. Iiisten to the Oen^ralNB modest aeooont, in the 
following extract of his rep^ of the l^th November : *^ It wiOiM 
he presumptuous in me to attempt to ^^ you a detailed acoouat 
oftthis^iffiur, which certainly reflects h^ honor on the vi^r of 
the American soldierei, as mo example cwa be produced of undisei- 
idined men, with inexperienced oAcers, ioaving a fire 4)f two howss 
nnd « half witihoiut quitting Ae field, or yielding to their antft- 
gonists. But, sir, the information I now give you, is derived 
firom oiScers in my c(mfidence^ who took a^ve pari in the con- 
fiict.; Hot allhough I was endued to order the aittads;, it was my 
hard fiMrtune not to be aUe to lead ihe troo^ I commanded, tim 
disease with which I was asaaUed oa the 2nd September, bar- 
ing, with a few abort intervals of convalesoence, preyed on me evar 
since. At the moment of the action I was confined to my bad, 
unable to sit on a horse, cht to move ton paces without aaastaace. 
I must howev^ be pardoned (or trespassing en yowr time by n 
few remarks in rektimi to this affior^ The objects ai the British 
9xA American <somanandeiB were piemsdy opposed, the latter being 
bound by the instructions of his government, and the most solema 
oUigations (^ duty, to precipitoto his descent of ihn St. Lawrence 
by every practicable means; because this being effected, gbq of the 
gr^test difficulties opposed to the American army whM be sur* 
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jnoniited; and ijhefi^rpier })j4tltm equally imp^riaoB toiotaiojl 
Uy and if possiblfi i/o jftevent suob a deaoenti. The Britidi oom- 
^uumder Inlying fiulod to g|dn eit]ier of the oljecta, oan lnj no ^iW 
to the honors of ,the day......* The battle ,4^^ted, and tto 

victory seemed at 4ifierent iimes inclined to ^ contending OQifA. 
The front of the enepiy was at ftrs^fcroed baok more than a mi^ 
and though they never regained the ground they lost, their 4tan4 
vfos permanmt, and Heir c&ar^ret remhtc. Amidst these ehai^gei^ 
and near the olo^e of the contest, we Iqet a field-pieoe, by the £iH 
of the officer who was seryiipg it with the same coolness as if he 
had been at parade^ or at areview^....^ Ibe enemy hanngbaHedy 

and our troops lumqg again formed in battalion, &Qnt to firent^ 
and Hxe fire bavioig oeaaed en bPtb.3ides, we ^iesomed o«r pesitioo 
on tihe bank of the riyer, and the ivf<miry heing mmh fatigued^ 
the whole wjere re-embarked, and jflweeded down Ae river, witfc- 
out fnrther annoyanoe from the enemy or their gun-boats.. «..^ 
The dead ^t in bonor, and the wounded blieed for their eountiy, 
and deserve its gratitude.'' On the 18th be adds ajmpplem^taiy 
xieport ftom which we 4Uote ; ^' I last evje^ing reeeived the enclose^ 
infonnation, the result of the e^miuation of sundry prisoneiQi 
taken on the field of battle, which juBtiftes M^e opinion of the 
general officers who were in the eugagemctnt* This goes to prove 
^t althou^ the imperious oU^tions of duty did not <dk)w 4Qe 
time to rout the cpsmy^ .th^y were beatep ; the a^cidentid loss n^ 
one field-piecp ^otwithatauding, after it had beeu disobaiige^ 1^ 
or 20 times. I have also learned firom what has been con^dered 
good auiii(»rity, bu|; I will not vou(^ for the cprrectness of it, that 
^e enemy's loss esceeded .$00 killed afi^d wounded.*. ..« Havi^ 
received information }ate in the day that the contest bad beeoiQ# 
somewhat dubious, I (ordered up a x^mrm of some 5(^0 men, wbpq^ 
I bad ordered to otand by their arms, under X«ieut. Upham^ wb9 
gallantly led ;Oiem into tbe action^ which terminated a few minutMt 
after b]3 arrival o^ the ground." 
The United States ^vemment, however^ took a d^t^^etut view 
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of the matter, and called General James Wilkinson to account for 
his deliqnencies upon this and other occasions, before a court 
martial held at TJtica, in January, 1815. In addition to general 
incompetency to command, he was charged with four distinct 
counts. First, '^ neglect of duty, and un-officer like conduct, in 
eight particulars. Second, drunkenness on duty, with two parti- 
culars. Third, conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman 
in six instances. Fourth, countenancing and encouraging diso- 
bedience to orders." After a protracted trial, and very severe ani- 
madversion &om the court, he was discharged. 

Our limits will not permit us to follow out the particular incidents 
of the war, during the eventful campaign of 1814. Several deter- 
mined attempts at invasion by way of the Niagara Frontier were 
resolutely repulsed, not however without severe loss on both sides. 
The battle of Lundy's Lane was perhaps one of the most extra- 
ordinary ever recorded ; the more so from the romantic ground on 
which it took place,it being close by the falls of Niagara, and the time 
the dead hour of night. " Nothing,'* says Christie, " could 
have been more awful and impressive than this midnight contest. 
The desperate charges of the enemy were succeeded by a death- 
like silence, interrupted only by the groans of the dying, and the 
dull sound of the falls of Niagara, while the adverse lines were 
now and then dimly discerned through the moonlight, by the 
gleam of their arms. These anxious pauses were succeeded by a 
blaze of musketry along the lines, and by a repetition of the most 
desperate charges from the enemy, which the British regulars and 
militia received with the most unshaken firmness." This memo- 
rable action was fought on the 25th July, 1814. Both parti^ 
claimed the victory; — at midnight, however, the Americans sounded 
a retreat, and r^ained their camp near Chippewa, which they 
abandoned the following day» In their haste to be off, they threw 
the greater part of their baggage, camp equipage, and provisions 
into the rapids, and continued their retreat in great disorder 
towards Fort Erie. Surely the victory remained with those who 
occupied the field. 
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III Augost, the British made a deBoent upon Washington, the 
capital of the United States, and, after a short and decisiye engage- 
ment, dispersed its defenders, and thereafter applied the torch to 
all the public buildings in the place. In a short time, the Capitol, 
the arsenal, dockyard, treasury, war-office, the President's palace, a 
well as the great bridge across the Potomac, were consumed by tlie 
flames. The Americans as ^ey retired, aided the conflagration, 
by firing their magazines, containing immense quantities of powder, 
as well as twenty Uiousand stand of arms. Two hundred and six 
pieces of cannon, and one hundred thousand round of ball-cartridge 
were taken by the British, and all the warlike establishments in 
the place were levelled with the ground. 

On the other hand, the British, under Sir Oeoige Preyost, were 
most disgrace^y beaten, on land and water, at Plattsbuigh on 
Lake Ghamplain. Their ships were compelled to strike their 
colors, their gun-boats to seek safety in ignominious flight, and 
the veteran heroes, who had marched under the standard of the 
invincible Wellington, were forced to retire in confusion and 
disgrace, leaving behind them an immense amount of stores. With 
the exception of some minor engagements on the Niagara Frontier, 
this terminated hostilities in Canada. But in January, 1815, the 
British experienced a severe repulse at New Orleans, upon which 
they had made an attack, and which was bravely defended by 
(General Jackson. 

In tiie meantime a treaty of peace had been concluded at 
Ghent, on the 24th of December, 1814. This was not formally 
announced in Canada until the 1st of March, 1815. The militia 
were consequently disbanded and sent to their homes, having 
throughout the war been characterized by the most devoted loyalty, 
and unflinching courage. 

We shall close this part of our subject with a few fragmentary 
incidents connected with the battle of Crysler^s &rm, and the 
county of Dundas, as communicated to us by men of the time, 
and which we consider reliable. 
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I'hei^ #^ one Simtid^Athiiis'oflSS^^vWbBibr^, who, ^th lis 
felihfer, acted as a bearier of dispatctifes^fi^Jli Montr^ to Eingstoii. 
Hb Wa« a tall, banicEsoiki^, acftive; and ^et^ pOW6tM young' nian, 
find ^ihi, as Bi'^Ve ad^ he \^as powe^l Oii the dky of the battle 
at Ciysler's, he happened that Way, Where, althon^ dkty urged 
Khn ttf proceed'; fie nevertheless resolved tb ttaty a^diile, intenditig 
to luake himself usefbl if possible, aiid at all eVeuts, to see the' 
fim. BaVing tfo particular duty assigned' to him by the officer iii 
oonnuand; he reSdlVed'to have a foray on his ott^n AooA^; accordingly 
in the mortiing' eariy, He left the British linetf, aUd, niaking a detouir* 
throu^ the second conc^ioii, eame out tpoti the rivet at Ban- 
ney's farm, in rear of the American army. JUSt as he reached the 
ffing's it>ad; whieh at that time Mowed the margiti of the river, 
tc tixJop of the enemy *s cavah-y, who hiid been quartered ait LoucW 
imi, dashed up at fhll speed; Eesistauce and flight being' 
alike out^ of the qUesHoi^, he threw himsdf down behind an 
oldlcg, which bat^ly starved to cotfceal him from the horsemen, 
who, iu their' hutty, passed' withhi a feW feet' without observing' 
him. Be had' not thne to congratulate himself' on his narrow' 
escape, before' the u'oise of a»coutremetitfi wairtted him of the 
approach of a' party* ou foot, aud caused him tb repent the I'ashness 
of his adVentuire. Hfe kept to hir lair closely, until he should^ 
aseeiiain their ntimblerS, and soOn discovered tiiat his alarm was 
caused by a brace of American officers, in dashing uniform, who 
were leizureiy sauntering up the road, theit sWords dangling on 
ike greund' attd'a pafr of pistols in each of thfeir belts: Adam& 
Mi quite'TelievM,^ diat the odds were no more than two to ohe, and 
sT onee made uphis^ mind that he W6uld ha^ them. Leaving 
hi0 ambitscade; hB {ftkted liim^lf in fhmt of them, and, levelling 
his musket, with an air of determination sttmmoned them to 
flWtendep* thefr atmt, or th^^ lives. l?b his surprise they did 
Bttttender atdiseretioti, and, anMnghfrnselfwith their pistols, for 
Msownrmusketwtis unlbaded, hemaribhed'^themback to the woods, 
and reached head-quarters by the same rout^ he had left, With his 



ptfae, ki tiinBtotal»'ap«rtiri«ll1lkrmiin&^i^ Bfir 

msfMt w«i8 TowardM wiib ft^psir d e$?nirj ItorSM branded tJ. S., 
lAlbh-lte Nflaiiied ibr many ydamafterwErdi; 

FreyiouB-to tliebaiti^ of Orfflter^s Ftanf, iAie Amerieaiifloldien liad^ 
improdendy been ftastiiig to eKoew upon honey, which they foond' 
{lea^fbliy in Matilda^ and' Wi&iannbnrg: The oonseqnenoe was, 
tllEi(rhvndredi»<if them' were 80 wei^ened*aiid^ enervated by dyisen- 
tojp, that they reeled and attiggered like dninken' men, as they 
Were marehed'upihroQgh the mnd, anckle deep, to fkoe the resolute' 
olfeiage of i^ Britii^ bayonef. Evea^ in the field of battle thqr 
ocmld not^ be- restrained from i«pe«thig ther impmdtace, ibr in' 
passing Bdnck^s &nn, whi^re.atood nearly one hundred bee-hives, 
mmy of them so literal^ surfeited themsetves' i&at they died' 
iff eonsequence; beifbre' tire battle was over*; their bloated' 
eovpees' presenting a disgosting aspeet, as' ihe* hon^ wiHt which 
they wttre gorged, ooBed'fttKH thdr mouth)!; their noses; and evetf 
fitM&Ump ea»a 

The^ Indians present on> ihe fielfl^ tlioa^ only thirty in nttmber, 
so yelkd like dionons^. during the engagement that many of the 
xafW' i^anerioan re^tiits were* terrified beyond measure, and, nof 
knowing whither they w«ntj plunged into the woodi^, to escape the 
di^eaded hovtors' of the cmdping^knife. 0h the evening of the 
iMIb, i^uiiton prisoners, more* dead than aMve^witdrfri^t, were^ 
oaptored ino-jpiZe in the Nudl^ Bueli,' two milesdifllimt firom-tlte 
fidd'of battle; by Bos^Snyder; €hMn!ge Gook^ and others ^ofthe" 
SttMm 

The battle b^g'dbii^ Ciysler'ir hettte' wM<Bh had hitherto beectc 
MMrison's'head^arteiB) was new o<Hiy6i<ted intoanhospital, and* 
wm literaDy filled^ throv^ut^ with the' wounded ; and suflMng* 
ffiiMids'and fibes, were in^serindnatniy tenddd^wi^ unrenittih^ 
ottr^ tuid sympathy^ b^ the members of the housdioldJ The day< 
ftUdwit^ the engagement^ was devoted to bnyyifig th^d^d: ViHsf 
were buried^ in one hi^ grane^, on aKsand^kndl ^ose My the'nine» 
srile voad;^fiftt»eii in sMtbergrave' iu'tUeefohudi b^ 
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thirty on SoprennsCasselman's&nn, and the rest, chiefly where they 
fell. Their hurried sepulture is attested, by many of their skeletons 
having been turned up by the plough. During the past year, two 
entire skeletons were thus rudely disinterred, at a depth of not 
more than nine or ten inches from the surface of the ground. 

Medals commemorative of our Canadian battles were struck 
by the British Government in 1848, and the same year were 
distributed amongst those who were present on the different 
fields. There are however several who were in the action of 
Grysler's farm, that did not receive a medal, simply because 
they did not take ihe trouble to apply for it. Amongst these 
is Major Merkley, whose name appears in the report of the 
battle. The medab are of silver, very chaste and beautifully 
finished; they are held in high estimation by their owners, 
and a medal-man is considered as only inferior to a genuine old 
U. E. Loyalist. On tiie one side of the medal, are the Queen's 
head, with the features particularly well defined ; '^Victoria Begina" 
in raised letters on either side, and the date " 1848 " below. On the 
reverse is a representation of Her Majesty, standing on a dais 
carved with a lion couchant, and in the act of crowning a kneeling 
warrior, with a wreath of victory and the inscription " To the 
British army 1793-1814." On the clasp is the name of the action 
(mispelt) " Chrystier's Farm," and on the outer perimeter, the 
soldier's name, and ^' Canadian Militia " engraved. At the time of 
issuing the medab, something was said in regard to the erection 
of suitable stone monuments, on each battie-field, by the Canadian 
government. This would indeed be a graceM acknowledgement 
of the services of the militia in conjunction with the Queen's 
troops : but as we have heard no more of the matter, the inference 
is that the pious purpose has been abandoned. Though it may 
be a matter of questionable policy with tiie government, there is 
nothing to hinder the inhabitants of each county where tiie battles 
were fought, from rearing a monument, that might indicate to fu- 
ture ages the hallowed spot where Britain's sons rallied round her 
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standard, and shed llieir blood to perpetuate British !n8titntion& 
It may he iffgned by some, that it were wxat^ in acoordanee with 
the Christian preeept whidi tdk ns to lo^ our enemies, that we 
i^tM endearonr to effaoe firom memory aB teecdleodons of the 
past,-*— Ihat we should forgive and forget. ItiBtobehq)edweha;re 
long ago forgiven onr enemy, andfhateven now we 2t>ve OMrn«^%* 
hors as onrselves. Bat forget we never oan the heroic deeds of 
onr Ibre&thers. Most aSneerely do we trost that the friendly 
relations now happSy snbsisting betwixt ns and the people of tiie 
TJnited States, may be as perpetual as the flow of the mighly 
river that laves the shores of the great republic and our own. At 
iiie same time^ if we are ever to take a plaoe among the nations of 
tSie earth, we mm^ cidtivate sentiments cf nationaEly HOW. 
And should the time ever come, wUoh may God forbid, ftai 
our descendants, should be caSed upon to arm Ih^nselveB in 
defence of their country, such monuments as these w^ speak of 
would recall to their minds the bravery of their ancestors, inflame 
tiieir patriotism, and Inspire them with devotion to their severe^. 
The expense of carrying out the idea woidd be quite inconmdef^ 
92>le and whether it were done bymunioipalitleB, or by private sub- 
cription, or by both, it wotdd scarcely be ftJt ; and irtiile doing 
honor to those to whom honor is due, they would at the same reflect 
credit on themselves. 

The whole of the stores and ammunition Ibr the troops, as weS 
as merchandize for the inhabitants of Upper Canada, were «t this 
time, of necessity, conveyed tip the St. Lawrence in l^oats, Which 
were constantly exposed to the depredations of the Americans, 
diroughout a di^nce of ItH) miles. In view of this everlai^tSng 
atmoyance to the transport of troops and ammunition in time of 
war, the Briticdi Government in 1819 commenced the Bideau 
Canal, which following the river and lake of that name, ex^enAi 
from KSngston, by tilths' FaHs to Ottawa City, formeriy called 
Bytown, (in honor of Colonel By the engineer who superintekideil 
the coneftrusttonof the workup* At "Smt time this was vcomftd^red 

a 
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a stupendous undertaJdng, and, when completed, it afforded a safe 
and secluded water communication, between Lake Ontario and 
Montreal, by way of the Ottawa River. The canal is about 150 
miles in length, has forty-seven locks, and passes through some 
very wild and romantic scenery. The masonry of ihe locks, and 
other stonework, is of the most substantial and expensive de- 
scription ever adopted in similar works, and, though somewhat cast 
in the shade by the gigantic St. Lawrence Canals, the Bideaa 
Canal must ever be accounted a great and a valuable undertaking. 
It was constructed by the Imperial Government, as a military 
work. 

In connection with the transport service during the war of 1812, 
we subjoin the accounts of two skirmishes which took place in the 
county of Dundas, as related to us by Major Clarke and Captain 
McMillan, and of which we are not aware that any notice has pre- 
viously appeared in print. 

A brigade of batteaux laden with military stores, on route 
from Montreal to Elingston, under the escort of a detachment of 
the Newfoundland regiment, commanded by Major Heathecoate, 
and a flank company of the Dundas militia, under Captain Ault, 
were suddenly attacked at Yan £[amp's point, a short distance 
above point Iroquois in Matilda, on the morning of the 16ih Sep- 
tember, 1812, by about 500 American Militia. This force had 
taken up a position on Toussant's Island, under the command of 
Captain Griffin, and had a gun-boat stationed at the foot of the 
island commanded by one Lieut. Church. 

Major Heathcoate had made preparations to defend the boats, 
in case the enemy should attempt to dispute their passage. En- 
sign Clark and a part of Captain Ault's company, were ferried 
across to Presqu'isle, and reached the south side of this small 
island, just as two American vessels filled with troops were pre- 
paring to land. Clark's P^Ji covered by trees Bs^i bushes, 
immediately opened fire upon them, and with, such effect, that 
ihey hastily retreated to Toussant's Island, where they took shel- 
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ter in the woods. In the confasion, one of their small boats got 
adrift, and was picked np by our militia; it contained seven 
mnskets, two swords, and a quantity of provisions. In a short 
time, a large number of the inhabitants from different parts of the 
county were assembled on Presqu'isle, amongst them were Cap- 
tain Ault, Captain Shaver, with Colonel Allan McDonnell, com- 
manding the Bundas militia, at their head. The news that blood 
had been drawn, and that too in their own county, fired the dor- 
mant enthusiasm of the old warriors, who had served under Sir 
William Johnston and his son Sir John, in the revolutionary war. 
Many of them tottering under a load of years, seemed now to 
renew their youth, at the prospect of meeting the descendants of 
their ancient foe in combat, and hurryiug to the scene were soon 
foremost in the fight. 

Two companies of the Grenville Militia, under Captains Monroe 
and Dulmage, arrived in the course of the day, and a nine-poun- 
der which had been captured from the French at Chimney Island 
in 1760, was brought from Prescott by Lieut. R. D. Frazer. 
The attack having commenced, the shots of this gun, directed 
into King Peter's bay, together with the well sustained fire of the 
militia, compelled the Americans to evacuate the island on which 
they were posted, and retire to their own side of the St. Lawrence, 
with considerable loss, the precise numbers could not however be 
ascertained. The loss on the Canadian side was only one killed 
and several wounded. 

In October of 1813, a brigade of boats, twelve in number, were 
dispatched from Cornwall for the west, under charge of an escort, 
and, having reached the head of the Bapid-du-Plat, halted for the 
night. Their midnight slumbers were disturbed by a party of 
Americans, who, crossiug the river, caught them napping, and, 
in the absence of any effectual resistance on the part of the escort 
or their crews, seized the boats, and conveyed them bag and 
baggage to their own side. 
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A second br^ade ftrrived at Cornwall in November of the same 
year, consisting <^ 36 boats, ayeraging abont three tons eadl. 
This was the last trip of the season, and they had on board a 
large and yalnable winter's snpply for the troops in Upper 
Canada, besides general merchandize. To capture stores so 
sewonable, would indeed be a haj^y wind-ftll to the enemy, who 
stood much in need of th^n ; and the loss of them to the British 
wirald be eorre^ndingly severe, as it would be next to impossible 
to rei^ace thci&e sopp&es by land carriage, tmtil the winter was 
far advanced. These considerations, added to the mishaps attend- 
ing tiie former flotilk, indicated the necessity of a strong escort 
from Cornwall up'vlmrds, in addition to the ten or twelve r^lais 
who had accompanied them from Montreal. This service was en* 
trusted to Captain Alex. McMillan, (now of Edwardsburgh,) com* 
mai^ng the firsft ecmj^j of the €H»ngarry tnilitia, and Captain 
Merddey of Williamsbvi^h, with 120 men. 

Th& convoy readied the foot c^lhe Bapki-^lu-Plat, mthoutany 
molestation, and laid up for the night. Early next morning the 
Americans were observed to be posted in force upon Ogden*B 
Island, immediate)^ opposite, evidently meditating an id;tadc. 
The boats were towed «p the rapids in full view of the enem^, 
who Ihen assured theonselves of the vahie of their freight, and 
foitned the resolution to make them their own. In the meaini&te 
Lieut. Ccdonel Pearson having been apprised tiiat several attempts 
would likely be made by the enemy to capture tiie boats, had sent 
Captain Skinner with orders, Ihat sudi pa2% of their oaigo as 
was destined for Preeeott dionld immediaibdy be landed, and ma- 
veyed thiiher in waggoos, and that the boats with tl^ rest of ffae 
stuff should return to Cornwall. Waggoia were accor£ngly im* 
pressed, and by eleven o'olodc p.m., eveiy ^taxng was ready for a 
start At this moment a rq)ort reached them that 500 Amen- 
ote (dismounted) dragoons had landed, and were advanmng to 
attach them. Captains Merckley and MeMiUan at once resohred 
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lo meet them half way. The loaded waggons w«re removed to 
some distance firom tibe met, and instrnotions left with the boat- 
men to get nnder waj as soon as the leport of fireanns shonld 
announce to them that the attention of the enemy was diyertedby 
the attack of the militia on diore, and to drop down the riyw to 
Hoofde's Creek, and there await the arriyal <^ the escort. With 
these anrangements, they proceeded towards Mariatown. The 
ni^t was cold, and the roads in a fearfnl state of mnd, while the 
moon shone fitfully through the lowering donda^ at times l^hting 
up their path, and anon leaybg them in darkness. When near 
Doran's, a glimpse of moonlight disclosed to them a formidaUe 
party approaching, reoognised to he the enemy by their white 
trousers, and the tuft of white horse-hair which surmounted their 
brass helmets. Placing themselves in ambush, they allowed them 
to come within pistol sbot> when they opened a well directed fire 
upon them. Unable to see their foe, the invaders were seised 
with a sudden panic, and retired with the loss of eleven killed and 
wounded, and several prisoners. The militia pursued Ihem be- 
yond Mariatown, when a report that another party had landed 
above, caused them to return. The Americans took to their boats 
and quickly regained their own side of the river, having been com- 
l^etdy firustrated in their avaricious design, and having received a 
sound drubbing to boot. 

At two in the morning, the militia set out on their weary march 
of eighteen miles over bad roads, in total darkness, and readied 
Hoojde's bridge just as the rising sun gilded the horizon. There 
they found the boats snugly moored, and, having all embarked, 
proeeeded to Cornwall, and the following day joined the caval- 
cade in Hxdr retreat through Glengarry, elsewhere described. 

Ths Salmon Bivsb Baid. — On the 9th of February, 1814, 
the American army began to leave their cantonments at Malone, 
General Brown with one division going to Sackett's Harbor, and 
Wilkinson with the other retiring to Plattsbuigh. On the ISth, 



102 SALMON EIVBR RAID. [CHAP. 

Lieut. Colonel Pearson despatched a force of about 500 r^ulars 
from Prescott, with instructions to proceed to Salmon Eiyer and 
Malone, to harass the enemy in their movements, and possess them- 
selves of any stores that might come in their way. Through the ex- 
ertions of the militia, over 100 double sleighs were impressed, many 
of them from Dundas county, and at a few hours' notice were assem- 
bled at Edwardsburgh. The party set out in high spirits at 9 
o'clock on the morning of the 19th, and, the roads being good, 
they reached Salmon Eiver, distant 56 miles, the same evening. 
Here they set fire to all the boats and barracks of the enemy, and 
utterly consumed them. They then proceeded to Malone, where 
they ascertained that the last detachment of the enemy had just 
decamped hurriedly, leaving behind them a considerable quantity 
of stores and ammunition. Of pork, beef, flour, and whiskey, our 
troops took with them as much as they could carry. The remain- 
der they destroyed, and the following afternoon recrossed the 
river on the ice to Summer's. Here they were ordered, eadi 
man, to leave his loaded sleigh on the ice in view of the hotel, and 
a strong guard was set for the night. This precaution was con- 
sidered necessary, lest, hy mistake^ some of the teamsters who had 
been indulging in Yankee whiskey rather freely, might drive their 
loads to their own doors, instead of to the Government depOt at 
Cornwall. Some confusion, and a great deal of merriment was 
connected with this midnight raid into hostile ground, and it 
required all the efforts of the officers in command, to preserve 
even the semblance of discipline as they returned home. While 
crossing the river, one sleigh, heavily loaded, suddenly broke 
through : the passengers had barely time to spring out on each 
side, when, in a moment, the horses, sleigh, and load, disappeared 
from their view, and were swept underneath the ice, leaving not a 
trace behind them. 

One of the teamsters had for his load a hogshead of whiskey, 
which served to enliven the whole company. Frequently the sol- 
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diers ran tip tmobserved behind his sleigh, and bored a hole in the 
cask with their bayonet, nsing it as a brace, and then darted off 
to their comrades with a gallon jng fall : in this way the old man's 
load was reduced to very small compass before he reached his 
journey's end, and he himself narrowly escaped punishment for 
the defalcation. 

In referring to this little expedition, Hough, in his history of St. 
Lawrence County, bestows the following complimentary epithets 
upon our gallant militia. '' On Saturday, the enemy hearing that 
our troops had marched, Tentured to cross the St. Lawrence with 
a motley tribe of r^ulars, proyincials, and a detachment of the 
DeoiPs own, sedentaiy militia, and their brethren a hand of 
gava^esy and carried off 200 barrels of provisions, scouring the 
country for a week.'' So far as our information goes, there were 
neither provincials, militia, nor Indians of the party, beyond the 
militia men who had charge of the teams, and, as they were paid 
four dollars per day for their services, the presumption is, they 
were there in a civil capacity. 

Having said all that seems necessary to render intelligible the 
battle of Crysler's Farm, it may seem wicked in us any further 
to persecute the memory of poor Wilkinson. We cannot refrain, 
however, from following him yet another step, in order to initiate 
the reader into the improvements of modem American warfare, 
no doubt suggested by dear bought experience. It is well known 
that Wilkinson opened the campaign of 1814 by an unsuccessful 
attack upon LacoUe Mill, with a force of 3999 men, against 1400 
British. The following extract of a general order to the Ameri 
can army, dated the 29th of March, 1814, requires no commit: 
" The army will enter Canada to-morrow, to meet the enemy. On 
the march, when approaching the enemy, or during an action, the 
men are to be profoundly silent, and will resolutely execute the 
commands they may receive from the officers. In every move- 
ment which may be made, the ranks are to be unbroken, and t^ere 
must be no running forward or shouting. An officer will be 
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posted on the i^fat of each platoon^ and a tried sergeouU will foiaaa 
a 6mp^nHimerarj sank, oMd tpUl instantly jfmt to ckatk am/ mam 
^ho ff0€9 backJ* Was ever sergeant's dutj rendered so hoB(Hv 
able and meritoriooa aa thia? Was ever inoentiYe to gloiy so 
poweiful ? Tlds was a praetical and fardhh illustratUm, of a 
man being " brought up to the soratch/' those who were inward^ 
oiHnforting tiiemselyes, tbat '' the; who fight and run away, may 
live to fight another day/' must have been taken somewhat abaok 
by thd Qn«i:peoted aooioimQeiaent. 



CHAPTER V. 

U«m of the ProrUcet'-^-Tlie Bel)eUioa in Iioww aad Upper CMiad*— 
The Hunter^8 oaih^Steamers Oaroline and Sir Robert Peel— Bai 
Johnston—- Battle of the Windmill — ^The sympathizers — Militia of 
Dnndas— Volunteer morement in Canada— The rifleman's song. 

(Ffom 1816 to 1860.) 

Aet^idiBg to BoQohettoy ihd popvlalion of Unper Canada in 1811 
waa 77,000. In 1838 i% had leaohod 385,824. This extara- 
ordinary usK^eaae in pqralaiion was aeoompaaied by a eorvea* 
fwiiDg increase in wealth and ocavuneree; hnt it waa $im 
ibkended with yearly increaaing diflEkmltiea in directing ita 
6o?6nunenty whioh np to this time remained atriotly under the 
eontrol of the colonial department in Britain. Diaaatia&ction 
not only b^an to appear amongat the people, b«t also pervaded 
efery branch of the Canadian L^gi^torea. The Oolonial offioe 
in Downing street waa besieged by ddegatea tram Canada, armed 
irith petitions and remonstances against the conduct of the Canar 
dian Gh)Y^mment, and the consideration given to their statements in 
En^and was loudly protested against by Sir Francis Bond Head, 
the Gh>yemor of Upper Canada. Numerous dispatdies passed 
between him and the Colonial Secretary, in respect to the grievancea 
of the inhabitants. Shortly after his arrival in Canada, he made 
a tour of the Upper Province, to satisfy himself as to the real 
amtiments of the people, and summed up the conclusion he had 
Qome to, in a memcMrandum addressed to LordOlenelg, in October, 
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1836. He strenuously deprecated the proposed union of the two 
Provinces, and suggested the policy of hilling the French influ- 
ence, by annexing Montreal to Upper Canada, Qasp^ to New 
Brunswick, and making the north branch of the Ottawa the 
boundary of Lower Canada, giving the waters of that river, and 
the St. Lawrence, together with the expense of making them navi- 
gable, to Upper Canada. Lower Canada having the free right to 
use them, upon paying the same tolls as Upper Canada. 

The British Government did not however act upon the sugges- 
tion, but,instead, s^t Lord Durham to Canada in 1838 as governor 
in chief, and high commissioner, to enquire into the workings of 
the institutions of the country, to examine the nature of the 
alledged grievances, and to suggest reforms for the future. The 
result of his observations and enquiries, was conveyed to the 
British Govei;nment, in an elaborate '^ Eeport " on the affairs of 
all the British North American Colonies. He represented the 
state of matters in both Upper and Lower Canada to be in a 
deplorable condition, demanding immediate and vigorous remedial 
measures. As a remedy for the griefs of Canada, Earl Durham 
recommended a federal Union of all the British North American 
Provinces, or if that was not approved of, at least a Legislative 
Union of Upper and Lower Canada. He brought many cogent 
reasons to the support of his views, and concluded by a variety of 
suggestions for consummating his plans. He strongly objected to 
the principle of giving equal representation to Upper and Lower 
Canada, and clearly pointed out the advantages that would accrue 
to the country, by the introduction of municipal institutions and 
ihe principle of responsible Gk)vemment. His report displayed 
great research, and was ably compiled. By many it was 
admired, and by some censured. By all, it was conceded to have 
advanced many excellent suggestions for the foture peace and 
prosperity of Canada. The British Government so fax acquiesced 
in this report, by introducing a bill into the House of Commons 
for uniting Upper and Lower Canada, which passed in 1839 and 
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became law. Mr; Ponlett Thompson was sent out as Governor 
General, in room of Lord Durham, who had resigned. The terms 
of Union were laid before the Council of Lower Canada, and the 
Legislature of the Upper Province, and after some discussion were 
agreed to. In 1840 the Union was consummated ; and from that 
time, the two Provinces have been governed by one, Legislative 
Council, and one Assembly. Among other provisions of this 
reunion, it was agreed that Upper and Lower Canada should each 
send an equal number of representatives to the Parliament of 
United Canada ; that all duties and revenues from either province, 
were to form one ftmd for the public service ; and that all debts 
owing by either Province should be borne by the United Provinces. 

Need we remind our reader of the unhappy events which pre- 
ceded this change, and indeed forced it upon the British Govern- 
ment ? It is true that they are too recent to excite particular 
interest, but their importance forbid us to pass them unnoticed : 
we shall therefore glance at them very briefly. 

The redress of a few real grievances, and a great many imagi- 
nary ones, was the ostensible cause of the unhappy rebellion of 
1837. Amongst these were the extension of the elective franchise, 
that the judges should be independent of the Crown, and that 
an elective Legislative Council should be substituted for that 
which was then nominated by the crown. But to those who had 
discernment enough to penetrate beyond the surface, to the under 
current of popular feeling, it was evident that other causes were 
at work, and that, no matter how many grievances were redressed, 
there were factious and designing men ever on the alert to con- 
jure up new grievances as quickly as the Imperial Government 
endeavored to alleviate the old ones. In Lower Canada, the 
real cause was, neither more nor less, than the determination of 
the French portion of the House of Assembly to throw oflF the 
British authority, and to erect the Province into an independent 
Bepublic, after the manner and model of the United States.* 
♦ London Quarterly, 1838, 
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Thwarted in their desigiis to undermine the fundamental prindlplefi 
of the constitution ccmferred upon the Province in 1791, thej had 
recourse to popular agitation. Pubho meetings were h^ in almost 
eveiy parish, at which the people were harangued in the moat 
inflammatory terms. Upon this the Govemor dismissed eighteen 
magistrates, and thirty-five militia officers. The seditious meetiDgs 
still went on, and their proceedings increased in violence. They 
elected magistrates and officers themselves in room of those who 
had been dismissed, and otherwise s^ the laws of the land a^ 
defiance. On the other hand, a numerous meeting of the loyal 
inhabitants of Montreal, was hdd in the Plaoe d^ Armes, having 
£(^ its oljject '^ the maintenance of good order, the proteelion of 
life and property, and the connecticm now happily existing between 
this Colcmy and the United Kingdom, at present put in jeopefdy, 
by the machinations of a disorganizing and revoluticmaiy &ctk>i| 
within this Province, {ffofessed^ bent on its destruetion." 

A reinforcement of troops was sent for from Nova Seotia, as 
well as from Upper Canada. Sir Francis Bond Head, the Lieu- 
tenant Qovernor of Upper Canada, ccmfiding in the loyalty of th^ 
UpperCanadians, immediately sent the whde of the r^ular troops in 
that Province to Lower Canada. The insurgents having com* 
mitted themselves by several instances of resistance to the local 
auth<Nities, assembled, to the number of fifteen hundred, at St^ 
Denis, und^ the command of one General Brown, assisted "bf 
Papineau, Wolfred Nelson, and others. General Gore with a party 
of r^ulars and militia attacked them there; many of them were 
Iplled or made prisoners, while the ringleaders escaped to the 
States. Soon after this, another formidable party met at St. 
Eustache : Sir John Colbome proceeded in person, at the head oi 
a force of in&ntry and artillery, and inflicted a fearful punishment 
upon them ; nearly 200 of them fell victims to their folly, 105 
were made prisoners, the church in which they had taken refuge 
was burned over their heads, and sizly houses in the village reduced 
to ashes. The example was severe, but salutary: many of the 
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anBcd peasantry hastetiecl to surrender their armfl, and were 
£fflnttsed in peaee to their homes. 

Itk Upper Oanada, a fyw discontented and ambitions politicians 
aroused ar bitter feeling amongst a portion of the inhabitants 
liiere. The much texed question of ^e Clergy Reserves, 
and the establii^bment of ^e fifty-seven Beotories of the Chnrdi 
of England by 9k John Colbome in 1B35, added fuel to the flame. 
Without organisation or any definite plan of operations, these 
io&tvsted leaders of iiie blind instigated tiieir misguided MoT?ers 
to BflBome an attitude of hostility to I3ie constituted auHiorities. 
XHstrostfid of Hie propriety of their own proposals, and of their 
ability to earry them out, Hiey used firtitj means in their power 
tD arouse the syn^Mitiiiee of the repubKcans of the neighboring 
States. '^ The pretext was Seised," says Hough, an American 
historian, *' as a favorable opportunity to push forward their pri- 
vate schemes of personal aggradizement, and pecuniary specula- 
tion, a»d the planning of enterprises whioh they had neither the 
honor nor tiie courage to sustain, when their support involved per. 
sonal danger ; iiie masses who acted in these movements,were doubt- 
bsB actuated by nnoere motives, but were tended and misled by 
a fisw designing viliians/' The American Government afiected to 
discotBitenanee t^ treasoaaUe acts of their citisens who sought 
tolnlerftrewitb iiie disturbances of a people, with whose Oovem^ 
meat tiltey were at peace. There is no doubt however that this 
PBUriot War, as it was s^gsificantly teamed by them, was wmked 
at by American ofiknals in high^^iKMS. 

All along the Frontiers, se^pst associations under ^ name of 
'< Shmten' Lodges," Were organised. Members of t3te American 
Seatate and Congress, Govt^nois of Staltes, Generals in t^e United 
States Army, and many leading oitiseus, there and in Canada, were 
eraroiled as offieo'bearers Ksi the assodaMcms, under the name of 
'< Grand Eagles." According to the "^ ftrdfaer Jonathan " news- 
paper, 60,000 membos were swc^tn ''to devote life and property 
in Ae«itfqNrtion of E<^ ]>ottkiion k Norfii America, and to 
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relieve nations from the absurdities of Monarchy." The Montreal 
Gazette of 1838 states the number of these lodges to be 1174, the 
number of members 80,000, and the funds at their disposal $300,- 
000. The following was the Hunter's oath, by which they were 
solemnly bound to each other. '' I swear to do my utmost to 
promote republican institutions and ideas throughout the World, 
to cherish them and defend them, and especially to devote myself 
to the perpetuation, protection, and defence of these institutions in 
North America. I pledge my life, my property, and my honor to 
the Association. I bind myself to its interests, and I promise 
until death that I will attack, combat, and help to destroy by all 
means that my superiors may think proper, every power or authori-. 
ties of Royal origin, upon this continent ; and especially, never 
to rest till the British tyrants cease to have any possession or foot- 
ing whatever in North America. So help me Ck)B.'' 

In a moment of profound peace, in the month of December, 
1837, the city of Toronto was invested by a band of armed rebels, 
and Sir Francis Bond Head had an- opportunity presented, sooner 
perhaps than he had expected, of testing the loyalty and bravery 
of the Militia of Upper Canada, who now alone remained to defend 
it. McKenzie and his infatuated followers were posted near Gal- 
lows hill, four miles in rear of the city. On ^the approach of the 
Militia they fled in a state of great agitation ; their leaders suc- 
ceeding in gaining the States, where they related in excited lan- 
guage their version of the movements, and induced many to believe 
that the Canadians were really sighing for an independent repub- 
lican existence. The happiest refutation of such assertions was 
found in the &ct, that, within three days of the first alarm, from 
ten to twelve thousand Volunteers had simultaneously marched 
toward the capital, to aid in maintaining for the people of Upper 
Canada, the Briti^ Constitution. 

So great was the enthusiasm of the inhabitants, that His Excel- 
lency found it necessaiy to print and circulate notices that there 
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existed no fdrther oooasion for the resort of Militia to Toronto, 
and a general order was issued for the whole of the Militia in the 
Bathurst, Johnstown, Ottawa, and Eastern Districts, to go and lend 
their assistance to Lower Canada. 

The destruction of the American Steamer Caroline on the 29th 
of December, 1837, excited the feelings of the Americans along 
the lines to an extraordinary d^ree. This vessel had been seized 
by a party of scoundrels firom the States, who styled themselyes 
sympathizers with the disaffected Canadians. They had taken up 
• a position on Navy Island in the Niagara Biyer, and were using 
this steamer in transporting arms and ammunition for the use of 
the rebels, when she was seized by the militia of Canada, set fire 
tOy and precipitated over the falls of Niagara. Again, on the night 
of the 29th May, 1838, the British steamer Sir Bobert Peel, on 
her passage from Prescott, while lying at an American wharf in the 
Lake of the Thousand Islands, was boarded by a force of thirty 
or forty men, aimed with guns and bayonets, and painted and 
dressed in Indian costume ; the passengers were driven ashore in 
their night clothes, the vessel plundered and set fire to, and the 
pirates then took to their boats and decamped. The British 
Government offered a reward of one thousand pounds, and the 
Qovemor of the State of New York, as promptly, a reward of five 
hundred dollars, for the arrest of the perpetrators of this act. All 
doubts as to the guilty party were set aside by the following pro- 
clamation of Bill Johnston, the terror of all the inhabitants on 
these shores of the St. Lawrence : '' To all whom it may concern : 
I, William Johnston, a natural-bom citizen of Upper Canada, 
certify that I hold a commission in the Patriot service of Upper 
Canada, as commander in chief of the naval forces and flotilla. I 
commanded the expedition that attacked and destroyed the Sir 
Bobert Peel. My head-quarters were on an Island in the St. 
Lawrence, without the jurisdiction of the United States, at a place 
called by me Fort Wallace. I am well accjaainted with the bound- 
ary line^ and know which of the Islands do^ and which do not be- 
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long to tlie tJnited States, and in the selection I wished to be pod- 

tire and not to locate within the jorisdipiion of the States I 

y^t hold possession of that Station, and we also oocnpy a station 
some twenty or more miles from the boundary-line of the States, 
in what was hb Majesty's dominions nntil it was occirpied by ns. 
I act under orders. The object of my movements is the Indq^end- 
cmce of Canada. I am not at war with the commerce or property 
of citizens of the United States. — Signed this 10th day of June in 
the year of our Lord 1838. William Johnston.** 

In consequence of Ihis oeouirence, an Ameiican steamer with 
fifty armed tro<9s was sent to cruise among the Thousand Idands, 
and discovered the head-qaarters of the bandit upon a small island. 
£[iB home was found to be a spacious ca/ve, parldy natund, and 
partly excavated by human labor. The eaptain of the steamer 
entel^d it to a distance of 85 feet, and found that it contained 
several apartments, which had been recently occupied. But Bill 
Johnston and his gang had disappeared. He wa^s arrested in 
November following by a party from the States, and was found 
armed with a Ooclmine rifle with twelve discharges, two rifled 
pistols, and a bowie-knife, but, in his estrendty, his craven heart 
failed him, and he yidded without resistance. 

Harly in November, 1838, ^e brigands, who had previoudy 
rallied in clubs and seciret lodges, began to ^ve symptoms of frerfi 
demonstrations upon Oanada. tJnusual nund)ers of strtmgers were 
congregated about Syracuse, Oswego, Sackett's Harbor, and Wateir- 
town, and large quantities of arms and warlike stores Were coHected 
and concealed about these towns. Floating rumours had been in 
drcdation for several days diat an attack might shortly be expected 
in the vicinity of l^rescott ; but rumoum of Ihat kind had latefy 
been so rife, that little attendon was paid to^en. On the m^ of 
Sunday the 11th, however, information was obtained that a large 
number of armed men had embarked on board the steanrer (Tnifed 
States, and also on two schooners, the Chatlotte of Oswego, and 
the Charlotte of Toronto, and thttt tlie convoy was rapic^ ftp- 
proaohing Presoott 
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The news proyed to be true, for about two o'clock on Monday 
morning, the schooners, lashed side by side, were observed by 
some of the inhabitants, dropping down the stream, in close prox- 
imity, to the wharves at Ihe upper end of the town of Prescott. 
Twenty or thirty men hastened to the river bank, and hailed the 
mysterious strangers, who represented tiiat one of their vessek was 
in a sinking condition, and that they had put in, in distress. As 
no one was seen on deck, but the necessary hands, no opposition 
was offered to their landing at the time : but after several ineffectual 
attempts to make fast to the wharf, Ihe lashings were cut, and the 
vessels parted company ; one of them crossed over to Ogdensburgh, 
and grounded on ihe flat at ihe mouth of the harbour, the other 
dropped down ihe river, and anchored about mid stream, opposite 
ihe Wind-mill. This building, which has attained a world-wide 
celebrity firom the occurrences which we are about to relate, stands 
upon a bluff rocky point, one mile and a half below Prescott. Its 
prominent position, large dimensions, and glittering tin dome, 
render it conspicuous at a considerable distance. It is of circular 
form, massively constructed of stone ; its walls are three and a 
half feet in thickness and eighiy feet high, and its interior divided 
into several stories, the small windows of which admirably served 
the purpose of loop-holes. Around it stood a number of stone 
houses, and nearly all the fences in the neighborhood were of 
ihe same material ; while the margin of the river above and below 
was over-grown by a thicket of low scrubby cedars, highly fevor- 
dide for concealment. Upon the whole the spot was well chosen, 
and was indeed worthy of a better cause. The banditti, concealed 
under the hatches of the schooner, effected a lodgment here on 
Monday evening, and were soon joined by numbers who crossed 
from O^densburgh in small, boats. The night was spent in forti- 
tpng the Wind-mill and adjacent premises, under the direction of 
Yon Schoultz, a Polish exile. 

As might be supposed, great excitement prevailed in Prescott 
and the ndghborhood on the commencement of these warlike 
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dfliiMKidtrationft. Eadj oa Houity oMnung & Utile stesmer^ Iflio 
jFa^>erme»i<> waa dispatohed firom Biookville fi»r tke a8Bi8tano4of 
tbeir ndglitbovs in Profioott. Tbi& Teaset waft aimed with two salili 
OKKD&a, and continued during the day to ply up and down witKiaft 
the C0B^)&8a ei a mile, uidin a very iprited manner pei^>ered the 
tlie boats of the Byn^MuduxerSy as thqr oroased and reeroesed from 
Ogdenabnj^h. The Ameriean i^ieamer Umted States played » 
<»nflfionons part in aiding IhesooaBed patriots. Aorowdofezoited 
ruffians had, in the morning, assembled at the dodc where she wa» 
lying, took posaeaaion c^her by foroe, for the purpose of oanryii^ 
out ihdbr lawless designs, and used her jhmng the day in eanyiag 
arms^ ammunitmn, and men, to the Wind-mill. As she was retom* 
ing firom her last trip a shot from the JSsxperiment ent^^ed the 
whed4iou8e, and instandy bdteaded the pilot who was steering. 
The U. 8. Marshal arrived in the efeaing at C^deniiA)urgh, and 
made a formal seisrare oi the vessel. Late at ni^t the !fti<HJb 
steamers Quern and Cohmr^, arrived, havii^ on board a party of 
marines and regulars, amountii^ in all to 70 men. The same 
ni^t^ a detadunent o£ the Glengarry militia, un^r oaptaift 
MoDonald, lay on the ground during a heavy rain, covered (mtf 
witb thmr blankets, and every moment cspeetii^ an atta<^ firom 
Uie pirates. Lieut. Ookmel Qowan with a detachment of the Mb 
Provin<»al Battalion, numbering 140 men, ako arrived at Freseott^ 
Osb Tuesday morning earfy, a battalion of Dundas militia, ccmsisl- 
ing of 30& men, oommanded by Colonel loka Crysler, made ihm 
Sipearaaoe, and were soon aft^ joined by a part of the Ist 6reA» 
viUe mititia, when the followii^ dispositions were made. The left 
wing, Qonai^iu^ of 30 marines under Lieut Parker^ P<^ of CaplaiB 
MeDonald's Olengarry vdunteers, and a portion c^ the Qtenvi&s 
iUBud Xhmdas militia under CoIondIL D. Fraser, took up a positieii 
dong tlM e^ of the woods, where the enemy had posted Hftk 
piquets, and drove them in in gallant style. The ri^t niagj eon* 
datiaig cf 40 men of the 83rd regiment of the Une^ part of Ckteiel 
Oowia's battalion, CO men mder Bdmonslon, and pari of tbe 
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DuncbHi miHtia, tbe whole mnder ^ eommMid of Oohmd Young, 
proooeded along 1^ bank of the riyer, and, haying advanced to 
wi^iin a few rods of the Wind-mill, ^looantered a riiarp ire from 
file enony. The action on the left commenced by a galHng fire 
from &e brands poeted behind the stone walb in rear of tibem^ 
The British being upon the rising ground, were placed at great 
disadyantage from thdr exposed ritnation, neyertheleas they 
adranced steadfly, in donble qnick time, loading and firing wilhi 
great precision, ^ abng Hne of fire blaied along the summit of the 
ISSL in rear of the mill fbr about eighty or a hundred rods, and Ih^ 
r^ort of small arms made an incessant roar. As the morning was 
dark and lowering, the gleam of the discharges became the more 
ebs^TTable^ and tended to heighten the honxHrs of the dramatic 
erents that were transpiring. At the time the action commenced^ 
the patriot ftrces loe supposed to hate numbered from 200 to 300, 
hut, daring the engi^ement, a party consisting of fi%-two, who 
had pursued the retreating militia over the hiD, were separated 
tnfm their comrades, scattered, pursued, and captured in detaiL** 
The enemy were now driven from their shelter in great confusion, 
ttiid, retareating some distance, took up a position behind another 
rtone waB. From this they were dislodged in like manner, and 
fina% were driven into their citadel the wind-miH, and the adjacent 
stone buSdings, from which they maintained a vigorous fire upon 
their assailants, who suffered severely from the sharpshooters that 
were posted in the upper storiesof the miB. About 3 o^dock in the 
afternoon, a bam which had afforded shdter to the Britijsih was 
bmrned by the patriott. During the remainder of the day, both 
parties k^ up am irr^dar discharge of musketry without coming 
to close quarters. The dead and wounded lay on the field till 
next morning, when ihe British sent a fiag of truce to bury 
thrir dead, and both parties were engaged for a short time in per-* 
fiirming this duty. 

Wl^ these Butttoa were transpiring on the north shore of the 
St Lawrence, our nd^bors opposite were not inattentive specter 
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tors. Immense crowds lined the south shore below Ogdensbnrgh, 
and rent the air with their cheers at the supposed success of the 
Patriots, whose cause many of them eagerly connived at, but which 
ihey dare not openly espouse. ^' Even at that distance (about a 
mile and a half) the officers on horseback were distinctly seen to 
fall, and the ranks of the soldiers to waste away under the unequal 
contest." The Board of Supervisors were in session at Canton at 
the time, and even these, twenty miles off, heard the cannonade of 
the battle distinctly. That some members of that board were 
warm sympathisers in the movement, may be gathered £rom the 
following resolution, moved by Isaac Ellwood, one of its number. 
« Whereas the members of the board of supervisors of St. Law- 
rence county having received information, and believing the same 
to be authentic, that the patriots have made a noble stand at Wind- 
Hill Point, near Prescott in Upper Gonada, and have had a severe 
engagement with the advocates and minions of British tyranny 
and oppression, on the 13th instant; and having every reason to 
believe, fix>m said information, unless the said patriots are rein- 
forced in the perilous situation in which they are placed, that they 
will meet with defeat, and sacrifice their lives in contending with 
a merciless and cruel foe: and whereas this board feel a deep 
interest in the success of that patriotic struggle, which would 
spread the light of liberty over our oppressed bretluren in Oanada, 
and for the preservation of the lives of those patriots who are con- 
tending for the rights of men bom free, and for the republican 
principles for which our venerable fore&thers shed their blood—- 
Resolvedj that this board adjourn to meet again at the court house 
in the said county, on the last Monday of the present month, a 
one o'clock, p. m., in order to enable the members thereof to rescue'' 
that Spartan band of patriotic friends, and preserve their lives from 
the hands of their enemies, the tyrants and advocates of the 
British Crown." 

It was resolved that the above resolution lie on the table until 
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the same be again drawn up: and it is but justice to state, that 
this was never done. 

In Ogdensburgh, crowded meetings were addressed by excited 
orators, who, in similar language, sought to induce the Americans 
to go over to the assistance of the rebels. General Winfred Scott, 
who had been sent to the Frontiers by the American Government, 
was present at one of these meetings, and exerted himself to idlay 
their ill-directed enthusiasm. He told them, says one who was 
present, that if they wanted to bring di^raoe upon the name, and 
arms of the United States, they would go over to the Wind-miU> 
and join themselves to the rebel rabble there ; '^ the greater your 
numbers, the more complete will be your humiliation ; it will only 
be the more credit to the handful of British ; your confusion will 
be indescribable. I tell you plainly, that no body of undisciplined 
citizens, however numerous, can stand for ten minutes the charge 
of a sin^e regiment of British regulars." He concluded by 
pointing out to them the folly of attempting to force upon the 
Canadians, measures, which their own acts proved they did not 
desire. 

Wednesday and Thursday were passed at the Wind-mill, in com- 
parative inaction, the British waiting for reinforcements and for 
guns of sufficient calibre to reduce the place ; the brigands remained 
locked up in their prison, and kept up a desultory fire from the 
windows of the buildings. On Friday, at half-past twelve, the 
Canadians were relieved from their anxiety ; three steamers hove 
in sight, which proved to be the William /F., the Brochville^ and 
the Cohourg^ having on board the 83rd regiment of the line, and 
a detachment of the Eoyal Artillery, with three 24-pounders. The 
83rd, with the heavy cannon, took up a position in rear of the 
Wind-mill, and immediately opened up a heavy fire upon the rebels, 
which dislodged them from the stone houses, and drove them all 
into the mill. At the same time the three steamers assailed them 
from the river side. 

Within half an hour after the cannonade commenced, a white 
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flag was seen to wave from the top of ibe tower, bat it waved in 
Tain, and was at last nailed to the outside of it. The exasperated 
British oontinned to pour in deadly volleys upon them, and every 
building in the vicinity of the mill was set fire to, in ord^ to con- 
centrate their attack upon the enemy's main fortress. '^ The 
flames raging in the ^oom <^ night, i^wed at a great distance 
the position ci the combatants and, shedding a lurid light upon aU 
around, had an effect at once awful and suUime." At length tha 
firing ceased, when the severdy chastised rebels marched out, and 
surrendered at dis(»retion. Yon Schoults, and many others, were 
fi>und concealed among the bushes, and dragged from their hiding 
places. The number of prisoners who sunendered was 110, bendes 
those who had been taken during the siege. In the mill, were 
fi>und several hundred kegs of powder, a large quantity of cartridges* 
pistols, and swords, and 200 stand of arms, most of whidi were of 
costly and very saperknr worknanship; many o£ the swords and 
dirks were silver mounted, and th^ handles ornamented with 
elabcnrate carving. A flag, composed of the finest texture, valued 
at $100, was also taken, on which was exhibited a full spread eagla^ 
beautifully executed, surmounted by one star, and beneath were 
the words wrought in silk, ^^ Liberated by the Onondaga Huntera" 
The total loss of the rebels in killed and wounded was never accu- 
rately ascertained, as numbers of theift were tiJcen across the 
river; not less than foirtj, how6ver,are known to have been kHled, 
among these was a young officer, a son of Qeneral Brown, and two 
other officers, in tiie pocket of one of them was found a list of pros- 
cribed persons in Prescott, who were to have suffered death. The 
official return of the British loss was 2 officers, 11 rank and file 
killed, 4 officers and 63 men wounded. The officers killed were, 

W. 8. Johnston, lieutenant 83rd regiment ; and Bnlmage^ 

lieutenant 2nd Gr^ville Militia. The officers wounded were. 
Ogle B. Gowan, lieut-col. 9th Provisional Battalion, slightly ; 
lieutenant Parker, Boyal Marines, slightly ; John Pariow, lieutMi* 
ant 2nd Dundas Militia, severely ; and Angus McDonald, lieaten- 
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^ai CHengarrj HigUancbs, dightly. Of the Doiidas Militia fbu 
irere killed and seven woonded.^ 

Not content witii their ofertiirow at Preioott, a similar attempt 
wa« made by ajaoiher gang, iffao crossed oyer tt(m, Detrat to 
Windsor, on the 4th of December following. This iBooision t^- 
minated in similar resnlte, whidi mere thus laoomoally summed 
up in a military dispatch, by Colonel Prince, the officer in com- 
maad : ^ Of the br^ands and piraetes twenty-one urete killed, besides 
four ifho were brou^t in just at the close, and immediatdy after 
the engagement; all of whom I ordered to be shot on the spot, 
and which wis done accordingly." The prkwners taken during 
tlose engagen^nts in Upper Canada, were nearly all Americans. 
180 of them were tried before general courts martial, hdd at Fort 
fieniy and London, in the i^ing of 1839, on the diaige ** of 
iumng been unlawfully and treasonaUy in arms against our Lady 
the Queen," The whole of them ware condemned to be hung, at 
such times and {daces as the Lieutenant Qovemot n^ht appoint. 
24 of them were recommended to the merciful ocmsiderallon of the 
Goyemor. A number ware pardcmed in consideration of their 
youth, uid othar extenuatii^ ciroumstances. The greater part 
had their sentence commuted, and were tranq^orted to Van IXe- 
man's Land, where numbers ci them died. After seywal years, 

* Bach of the wounded rsotired a Uft petition of £20 a year, from the 
Oaaadian QdTemment> A certain mUitia-mao, wbo was retomed as 
seyerely wonnded, applied to the British Goyemment for an additional 
aXlowance. He was referred to the staff surgeon at Brockville. A 
mnsketball had passed throngh his wrist. He exhibited the wound and 
solicited the Doctor's kind offices to aid him in getting the addition. — 
^ I perceive,'' said iht latter, << yoar wound is serere, Imt Hbb serrice 
regulations require tiiat a wound mi»t be equal to the loss of the limb, 
otherwise, no pension. I fear your application will be rejected." *^ It 
might as well be off for all the good it will do ilie," quoth the wounded 
man, somewhat indignantly. " The simplest thing in world, Mr. — ; 
let me take off the hand, and 1 will guarantee the pension." The appli- 
d^n was not renewed, and the wound thereafter healed up rapidly. 
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the remainder were pardoned and mostly returned to their homes. 
Ten only of the whole number were hung at Fort Henry ; amongst 
these was Yon Schoultz, whose miserable end excited universal 
sympathy. He pleaded guilty to the charges preferred against him, 
and died the deluded victim of the designing traitors who urged 
him into the enterprize^ and then cruelly abandoned him in the 
hour of danger. 

The Lieutenant Gtevemor, in a general order of the 24th Novem- 
ber, 1838, while deploring the unhappy events that had transpired, 
expressed his admiration of the prompt and loyal exertions of the 
militia in the Eastern section of Upper Canada in the destructioii 
and capture of the piratical force in the neighborhood of Prescott. 
'^ Her Majesty's regular troops and the gallant militia have proved 
each as brothers in arms. They have once more fought side by side, 
they have bled and died together y their patriotic example will not 
be forgotten in Upper Canada, and their blood is not, and shall 
not be shed in vain on the ground which they have so nobly 
defended ; that blood will extinguish every unkindly feeling, and 
will rouse to arms every loyal Canadian.'' 

The Queen thus gracefully acknowledged the services of the 
militia, in a general order from Head Quarters : '^ Her Majesty 
has contemplated with the greatest satisfaction the zeal, prompti- 
tude, and gallantry with which her loyal subjects in both Provinces 
have come forward for the suppression of the insurrection and tbe 
defence of their country ; the steadiness and valor displayed by the 
militia and volunteers in Lower and Upper Canada are deserving 
of the highest praise." Internal quiet having been completely 
restored throughout the Province, that portion of the militia which 
had been enrolled for six months active service, including the 
two r^ments of Dundas, was discharged, and, on their retire- 
ment to their homes, again received the wannest thanks of the 
Lieutenant Governor.' 

While the American Government succeeded in restraining its citi- 
zens from openly espousing the cause of the rebels, a circumstance 
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arose in connection with it, irhioli had well nigh plunged the two 
nations again into war. Alexander McLeod, a BritiBh subject, 
while engaged in business in the United States, was in 1841 
arrested by the American authorities, upon the charge of having 
been concerned in the destruction of the steamer Caroline^ and 
the allied murder of one Durfee, an American citizen on board. 
The British Ghvemment held that the Caroline was a piratical 
Teasel, unlawfully employed, and demanded the release of McLeod : 
this the Americans refused to accede to, and retained him 
a prisoner for nine months. At last he was tried at Utica, in 
October, 1841, and, as it was then proven that he was not near the 
soene of action when the Caroline was attacked, the jury returned 
a verdict of " not guilty'' From this time forth was obliterated 
every vest^ of the unhappy rebellion in Canada, and nothing has 
since occurred to disturb the tranquillity of the Province, or to 
endanger our firiendly relations with the citizens of the neighboring 
Union. 

Previous to 1837, the militia of the county of Dundas was or- 
ganized as one body, known as the Dundas Militia. In that year 
it was divided by a militia general-order into two r^ments, to be 
styled the 1st and 2nd Eegiments of Dundas Militia ; the milir 
tia residing in Williamsburgh and Winchester to compose the 1st 
Begiment, and those residing in Matilda and Mountain the 2nd. 
When also the following appointments were made. — 1st E^iment : 
To be Colonel, Major John Crysler, 29th April 1837, 2nd 
E^ment : To be Colonel, Captain George Merkley, 29th April, 
1837. In 1842, the Townships of Mountain and Winchester 
were separated from the front townships, and constituted the third 
battalion, and in 1852 these two were divided. Mountain being 
styled the 3rd, and Winchester the 4th battalion. 

In terms of the Militia Act of 1855, the Province of Canada 
was divided into eighteen military districts, whereof nine were in 
Upper Canada, and nine in Lower Canada. All colonels com- 
manding militia raiments were reduced in rank to Lieutenant 
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Cdcmels, and (me oflloer only, in eudk militaiy distariat^ was i&T«B- 
ted with tlie rank of full Colonel. Dundas Oonniy lies in mili- 
tary division No. 2, which comprisei Gl^igarrj, Stonnoni, Don^ 
das, Leeds, and Grenville, and the oolonel commanding the district, 
is Alezand^ McLean, Esq., of Cornwall 

The sedentary militia of the Piovinoe is divided into two Masses, 
(Oa&ed lespectiyely, service men, and reserve men, and indndes all 
the male inhabitants of the Province between eighteen and sixty 
ytors of age. All doctors, lawyers, postmasters, mail carriers, 
schod teachers, ferrymen, <me mlQer for each ran of stones in 
every grist mill, toU keepers, jailors, with all qoakers, menBO- 
tiists, and tankers, and others idio from the doctrines of tbdr 
religion may be averse to bearing arms, are exempt therefrom, 
except in case of war, invasion, or insurrectiim. The service men, 
ere those from 18 years of age and upwards to 45 ; the reserve 
men, those from 45 to 60. TIm service men are again subdivided 
into two classes, respectively slyled first and second class. The first 
elass consists of bachelors, and widowers without children ; the 
eecond dass consists of married men and widowers with childreiu 
No part of the second class of service m^ are to be calkd out^ until 
the whole of the first class have been drafted* The service men 
are required to muster once in each year, at such place as the 
commanding officer of eadi battalion shall direct, and all disobe- 
dience to orders lawfully given under the act, is punishable by 
penalties to be imposed by one or more Justice of the Peace in a 
summary manner. The Queen's birthrday (the 24th of Migr) is 
the day appointed for muster in Upper Canada, or if that day fidl 
on a Sunday, then the next day thereafter. Every militiarmaa 
drafted for actual service must dther serve, find a substitute of 
the same class, or forthwith forfeit a penalty of $40. The penalty 
for refusing to attend muster, at the place and hour af^ointed 
therefor, or reftudng to obej orders at such muster, is $5 for each 



The above cited act^ authorises the forming of voluntew com- 
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panks to be st^ed the aotiv« militia foroe, to oonuft of Tobuitaer 
troops of oavaby, field batteriee, foot companies of artillery, lad 
oompaiiies of infiu^ aimed as riflemen : the wbole not to ezoeed 
five thousaad men for the Prormoe, and to be found with soitaUe 
arms and ammunition, by the goyemmoit, but to find their own 
uni£mn& The Militia Aet was amended in 18^, bjwhidi^ 
field batteries are required to drill twelve days in each year, of 
wfaidi at least six days shall be oonseoutivey and other volunteer 
eorps onoe in each year during six oonsecutive days. Under Hm 
aot^ the ccmunissioned officers of the different corps receive no 
pay, the non-commissioned officers and privates receive $1 fi>r 
each day's bon& fide drill, wi^ the provision that no more than 
thirty dollars shall be paid to any one company for one such 
day's drill ; if there are more than thirty m^ in a company, this 
sum may be divided amongst them to the number of fifty men, 
beyond that number no pay is tllowed. The sum of $162,351.54, 
was expended on the militia volunteer service of the Province, in 
1868, by the Canadian Qovemment. 

The fdlowing represents tfie strength rf the Dundas Militia in 
1859. 

1st Battalion. — ^Williamsburgh. A. Q. McDonald, Lieut. Col. 
Commanding. Service men 726 ; Reserve men 
187. Total 913 men. 
2nd ^^ Matilda. David Robinson, Lieut. Col. Commanding. 
Service men 548; Reserve 150. Total 698 
men. 
3rd ^' Mountain. Edward Brouse, Lieut. CoL Command- 

ing. Service men 434; Reserve 35. Total 469 
men. 
4th ^^ Winchester. John P. Cryslw, Lieut. Col. Com- 

manding. Service men 549; Reserve 114* 
Total 663 men. 
Total for the County : Service men 2257 ; Reserve 486. Tog^h^ 
2743, to which is to be added commissioned and non-commissioned 
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officers, say 60 to each battalion, 240. Total effectiye strengtK^ 
2983. 

There is but one volunteer company in the County of Dundas, 
styled, the first Volunteer militia rifle company of Williamsburgh, 
formed in 1857, James Holden, Oaptain, 33 non-commissioned 
officers and privates. The armoury at Morrisburgh contains 50 
minie rifles and accoutrements, and 1000 rounds of ball-cartridges. 

As in times past the militia of Canada have proved its chief 
defence, so in the time to come we must look to them as our 
surest bulwark. It is not weU, even in times of profound peace, 
to shut our eyes to the possibility of its interruption. The lessons 
taught us in days gone by should not be forgotten by us thus 
early. The evil day might yet overtake us, and from a quarter 
the least expected, and what would be the consequence should it 
find us altogether unprepared ? The example of our fellow sub- 
ejects in Britain speaks to us, and tells us in accents not to be mis- 
taken, of their faith in the doctrine, that the surest guarantee for 
peace is to be found in a state of preparation to resist hostile 
aggression ; and that while trusting to Providence, and cultivating 
friendly relations with all, we should at the same time " keep our 
powder dry^ 

Although well aware that difference of opinion exists on this 
subject, we have no hesitation in expressing our unqualified appro- 
val of the incipient volunteer movement in Canada. We r^ard 
it as nothing more than the exercise of the same precaution, which 
we manifest in our ordinary avocations. As we do not await the 
coming of the winter's storm to erect shelter for our flocks, so nei- 
ther should we delay measures of self-defence till the ruthless 
invader has burned the roof over our heads. There are bounds of 
prudence and moderation beyond which it were suicidal for us to 
carry the movement ; but we look forward with confidence to the 
time, when our young men will cheerfully fall into the ranks, and 
utterly reject the preferred mercenary dollar. It is desirable that 
they should know something of self reliance, and of military re- 
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fffcndnt, and above all that they shoxdd become familiar with the 
ready cund efficient use of the Minie Rifle, 

The following lines, written by an eminent Scottish clergyman, 
embody with exquisite pathos, all that we would say on this sub- 
ject: — 

^tfltman's iSimg* 

AiB— " My lodging is on the oold ground." 

Behold our stem mountains, our fields fresh and fair, 

Where no foot of invader has trod : 
See our homesteads of peace, see our temples of prayer, 
Where in freedom we worship our God j 

But what if we heard from our bugles' alarms, 

That invaders had stepped on our shore ? 
Then, Riflemen I Riflemen I stand to jour arms I 
To the front, ey'ry man with his corps t 



Behold our dear country, brightest isle of the i 
Brightest gem which on earth ever shone ; 
The refuge of patriots, the home of the free. 
Whose white cli£b are old liberty's throne. 

But what if we heard from our bugles' alarms. 

That inyaders had stepp'd on its shore ? 
Then, Riflemen I Riflemen I stand to jour arms I 
To the front ev'r j man with his corps I 

Behold our loved Monarch I the purest and best— 

The truest that Europe has seen I 
1 never was Sovereign so honored and blest 
As Victoria the n\other and Queen t 

But what if we heard from our bugle's alarms, 

That invaders had stepped on her shore 7 
Then Riflemen I Riflemen ! stand to jour arms I 
To the front eVry man with his corps I 

Behold the bright vision, when justice shall reign, 

And the peace-march shall beat o'er the world. 
When brother shall never by brother be slain. 
And the war-flag for ever is furled. 

0, then, when our bugle no longer alarms. 

Nor invaders are feared on our shore ; 
Then Riflemen I Riflemen 1 laj down jour armSf 
Then farewell ev'ry man to his corps I 

RiV. NOBMAN M'LAOD, D. D. 
Glasgow, 1860. 



CHAPTER VI. 

The County of Dandas— SitnatioB, extent, popolfttion, and first settle- 
ment o^—The PrimeTAl forest^Tlie U. fi. Li^ulists— The log 
shanty— Goyenment grants of lands and implements— Difficulties 
enconntered hj first settlers— -Hard times— Bmployments of first 
settlers— Their character— Dawn of improyement— The first school- 
master-Brant and his Mohawks— ^Laws of the earij settlers— 
Gaptain Doncaa— Sff John John«on*^teichmann«^Beflections. 

The County of Dimdaa is one of the United Counties of 
Stormont, Duadas, and Glengarj. This Unicm of Counties was 
formerly known as the old Eastern District of Upper Cani^. 
Dundas County lies between the parallels of 75^ and 76^ Longi* 
tude west from Gre^mdi; and the parallel of 45^ N. Latatnde, 
pas^ng obliquely through Hie county, cuts it near the centre. 

It is bounded by the Biver St Lawzeaoe <m tiie south^ by the 
County of Stormont on the East, on the North by <^e Counties of 
Bussd and Carleton, and on the West by the County of Qrenville. 

It lies nearly midway between Montreal and Kingston ; and a 
line drawn at right angles to the riyer St, Lawrence, from the 
centre of Dundas, woi^d intersect the Ottawa Sdver at, or very 
near, the city of Ottawa, Ae Csqpital of Canada, The distance 
between these two points, by an air line, is about 45 miles. 
The County of Dund^ includes within its limits Uie four townships 
of Williamsburgb, Matilda^ Mountain^ and TVincbester, embracing 
an area of about 250,000 acres, of which, in 1860, 237,000 were 
at the yalue of $2,072,000. 
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Tli6 popohtioa ef the eonnly, hy the recent Oensnt (1861), fa 
18,8^, of whom 15,190 are natives at Canada; 2097 of Ireland ; 
eOO ot ibe United Staiea; 466 of Scotland; 285 of England; 
152 of Sermany ; 23 of Nora Sootb and New Bninswick ; 7 of 
P^osaia; 3<^ihe Eart Indiee; 1 not known. 

Easlt Hbbtort of thb Coitntt. — TheiHodamation of peace 
between Oreat Britain and tlie United States of Ammea, in 
1788, witnessed at least a partial fulfillment ot the prophesy, that 
^ naen AsSl beat their swords into {Jonghdiares, and their iq)eavt 
into pnining-hooks." The brave and byal snbjects, who, dnring 
Ibe fieroe rey<dBtion«ry stn^^, had remained Mt^bl in their 
aBegkmoe to tiie Britii^ Grown, hmg no longer required to fight 
Afllr coantiy's battles, were now destined in a very diiferent way 
to add to thdr country's greatness. It was announced tiiat fiberal 
grants ei lands in Canada would be freely giyen to the now 
JBsbaiuled soldiers. This was simply d^araoteristio of that 
prin^le of high hon<Hr, and justice, which, in eyery period of its 
history, has distinguidied the British Goyamment. The pn^^er* 
ties of all who had resisted the BepubKcan (}oyemment in tiie 
States, were of course confiscated, and, peace being proclaimed, net 
ffoSj was the s<ddier^s occupation gone, but his &rm, and all his 
eaiihfy possesions, were forfeited for ever. 

A prodamation was issued, tiiat all who wished to continue theif 
aD^tanoe to Britain, riiould peaceably rendeiyous at certain pdnts 
on the Frontiers. These were, Sackett's Harbor, Oswego, and 
IIRagan, on the Upper Canada confines, and Isle auz Nmz, on. 
Ae borcters ci Lower Canada. We haye seen it stated In print, 
Aaet the first settlers of Dundas came in this way from Nii^ara; 
but this is a mistake, arising probably from tiie circumstance, thai^ 
during the last years of tiie war, some of them had been stationel 
in ilie garrison of Carl^xm Isfamd, lying between Kii^ston aad 
BtixikeWs Harbor. There is no doubt tiiat the cBsbandedsoUBem 
of &x Jt/bm Johnston's regiment were ilie first settles on the flt 
Lttwvenee between ComwaB and tiie west bomndaiy of Matilda^ 
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and that they were located in the first, second, and third concessions. 
Jessup's corps, belonging to the same battalion, were settled in 
Edwardsburgh and Augusta, while the second battalion went to 
the Bay of Quints. These troops were not r^ular soldiers of the 
line, but yolunteers, who had espoused the royal cause at the 
commencement of the Eeyolution. Johnston's regiment was 800 
strong, and was called the Eoyal B^ment of New York. It was 
composed chiefly of Germans, with a few Scotch ; the former mostly 
of the Lutheran, the latter of the Presbyterian faith. They were 
all natiyes of the old Johnstown settlement, on the Mohawk riyer, 
not far from Albany. At the close of the war, this r^ment was 
stationed at the lAe auz Noix, a fortified frontier post at the 
northern extremity of Lake Ohamplain, whidi has abready been 
mentioned as an important fortress during the old Frendh war. 
Here they passed a whole year, and were employed in adding to 
the already extensiye fc»rtifications of that island. While they 
remained there, thus employed, two Goyernment suryeyors, named 
Steichmann and Tewit, were actiyely engaged suryeying the 
county of Dundas, for their future occupation. Late in tbe 
autumn of 1783, tlie soldiers were joined by their wiyes and little 
ones, who had wandered the weary way afoot, to Whitehall, through 
swamp and forest, beset with difficulties, dangers, and priyations 
innumerable. The soldiers from Isle aux Noix met them there, 
with boats, and conyeyed them the rest of their journey by water, 
through Lake Ohamplain. Imagination fails us when we attempt 
to form an idea of the emotions that filled their hearts, as families, 
that had formerly liyed happily together, surrounded with peace 
and plenty, and had been separated by the rude hand of war, now 
met each other's embrace, in circumstances of abject poyerty. 
A boisterous passage was before them in open boats, exposed to 
the rigors of the season — a dreary prospect of a coming winter, 
to be spent in pent-up barracks, and a certainty, should they be 
ffpared, of undergoing a life-time of sudh hardship, toil, and piiya- 
tion, as are inseparable from tiiie settlement of a new country. As 
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soon as the joarney was accomplished, the soldiers and their families, 
were embarked in boats, sent down the Eichelieu to Sorel, thence to 
Montreal, and on to Cornwall, by the laborious and tedious route 
of the St. Lawrence. The difficulty of dragging their boats up 
tiie rapids of tiiis river was very great ; to us it is really quite 
inconceiyable. Arrived at Cornwall, they found there, the govern- 
ment Land Agent, and forthwith proceeded to draw by lottery 
the lands that had been granted to them. The townships in which 
the different corps were to settle, being first arranged, the lots were 
numbered on small slips of paper, and placed in a hat, when each 
soldier in turn drew his own. As there was no opportunity 
for examining the comparative quality of the lands, so there was 
little choice in the matter ; but by exercising a spirit of mutual 
accommodation, it frequently resulted, that old comrades who had 
stood side by side in the ranks, now sat down side by side, on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence. All these preliminaries having been 
arranged, on the 20th of June, 1784, the first settlers landed in the 
County of Dundas, 

With what feelings of intense interest, mingled even with awe 
and melancholy, must these settlers have r^arded this introduc- 
tion to their new wilderness home 1 How impatient each to view 
the particular spot where his lot had been cast 1 Every where save 
in the neighborhood of the Longue Sault rapids the landscape 
wore an aspect of wild and gloomy solitude : its solemn stillness 
interrupted only by the deep murmuring of the mighty river as it 
rolled along its fiood to the ocean. On leaving the river, the native 
grandeur of the woods, tenanted only by the Indian hunter and 
his scarce more savage prey, must have filled them with amaze- 
ment. Well might they exclaim, is this our inheritance, our 
future home 1 Are these to be at once our enemies and our asso- 
ciates I Can it be that these giant denizens of the forest are to 
succumb to our prowess, and that this vast wilderness is to be 
converted into fruitful fLAis I 

Even in this land of forests, few perhaps have ventured fifty 

I 
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miles from the abode of man, and surveyed a Canadian forest in 
its primeval grandeur. Indeed twice that distance from our 
homes, would not suffice^ at the present daj, to place us beyond 
the ring of the woodsman^s axe^ It was but last summer, that 
two adventurous aeronauts were carried iBf a balloon, during a 
few hours^ a distance of three hundred miles to the north of the 
Ottawa, and, surveying the scene around them, they concluded that 
they had reached the uttermost part of the earth. After days 
and nights of hopeless wandering through the woods, and nearly 
famished with hunger and cold^ even in that remote r^ion they 
discovered a party of lumbermen, to whom they owed the preser- 
vation of their lives. 

The settlers in Dundas County, however, had preceded even 
the lumberman, and found in the trees of the forest a mine of wealth* 

From the time of their arrival in Canada, they were known by 
the Qame of the ^' United Empire Loyalists,'' subsequently abbre- 
viated into U. E. Every man capable of bearing arms was entitled 
to assume the name of a U. E. Loyalist. Some of them were 
indeed at a tender age. The late Colonel Crysler, then a drummer 
in the raiment, was in his fifteenth year, but was placed upon 
an equal footing with his ^Either; and at a distant day, each of his 
numerous sons and daughters ranked aa children of the U. E.'s 
Each soldier was entitled to draw one hundred acres on the river 
front, besides two hundred acres at a distance remote from the 
river. This was llie soldier's bounty. If married and with a 
family, or if at any future time he should marry, he was entitled 
to fifty acres more for his wife, and fifty for every child ; this was 
his family land. Besides all this, each son and daughter, on 
coming of age, or at marriage, was entitled to a further grant of 
two hundred acres. The greater part of Mountain and Winchester 
was thus drawn by children of the U. E. Loyalists. 

The first operation of the new settler was to erect a shanty. 
Each, with his axe on his shoulder, turned out to help the other, 
and in a short time, every one in the litde colony was provided 
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with a snug log cabin. All were evidently planned by the same 
architect, differing only in size, which was r^olated by the require- 
ments of the family, the largest not exceeding 20 feet by 15 feet 
inside, and of one story in height. They were built somewhat 
similar to the modem back-woodsman's shanty. Round \og^^ 
roughly notched together at the comers, and piled one above 
another, to the height of seven or eight feet, constituted the walls. 
Openings for a door, and one small window designed for four lights 
of glass 7x9, were cut out — the spaces between the logs were 
chinked with small splinters, and carefully plastered outside and 
inside, with clay fox mortar. Smooth straight poles were laid 
lengthways of the building, on the walls, to serve as supports for 
the roof. This was composed of strips of elm bark, four feet in 
length, by two or three feet in width, in layers, overlapping each 
other, and fastened to the poles by withs. With a sufficient slope 
to the back, this formed a roof which was proof against wind 
and weather. An ample hearth, made of flat stones, was then laid 
out, and a fire back of field stone or small boulders, mdely built, 
was carried up as high as the walls. Above this the chimney 
was formed of round poles notched together, and plastered with 
mud. The floor was of the same materials as ike walls, only 
that the logs were split in two, and flattened so as to make a tole- 
rably even surface. As no boards were to be had to make a door 
until they could be sawn out by the whip saw, a blanket suspended 
firom the inside, for some time took iia place. By and by, four 
little panes of glass, were stuck into a rough sash, and then the 
shanty was complete ; strangely contrasting with the convenient 
appliances and comforts of later days. The total absence of fur- 
niture of any kind whatever, was not to be named as an incon- 
venience, by those who had lately passed through the severest of 
hardships. Stem necessity, the mother of invention, soon brought 
into play the ingenuity of the old soldier, who, in his own rough 
and ready way, knocked together such tables and benches as were 
necessary for household use. 



/ 
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As the BODS and daughters of the U. E/s became of age, each 
repaired to Cornwall, and presented a petition to the Court of 
Quarter Sessions, setting forth their rights ; when, having properly 
identified themselyes, and complied with the necessary forms, 
the Crown Agent was authorized to grant each of them a deed 
for two hundred acres of land, the expenses incurred, not exceed- 
ing in all, two dollars. In addition to the land spoken of, the 
flettlers were otherwise provided by Government with everything 
tthat their situation rendered necessary — food and clothes for three 
years, or until they were able to provide these for themselves ; 
^besides, seed to sow on their new clearances, and such implements 
of husbandry as were required. Each received an axe, a hoe, and 
a spade; a plough, and one cow, were allotted to two families; a 
whip and cross cut-saw to every fourth family, and even boats were 
provided for their use, and placed at convenient points of the 
river. These were of little use to them for a time, as the first 
year they had no ffrUts to take to mill, aiid the Longue Sault Bapids 
lying between them and Cornwall, whence they receiv/ed their 
rations, it was found to be a very difficult matter to bring them by 
water. 

But that nothing might seem to be awanting, on the part of 
t3ovemment, even portable com mills, consisting of steel plates, 
turned by hand like a coffee mill, were distributed amongst the 
settlers. The operation of grinding in this way, was of necessity 
very slow ; it came besides to be considered a menial and degrading 
employment, and, as the men were all occupied out of doors, it 
usually fell to the lot of the women, reminding us forcibly of the 
Hebrew women of old, similarly occupied, of whom we have the 
touching allusion in Holy Writ, *^ Two women shall be grinding 
at the mill, the one shall be taken and the other left.'' 

In most cases, the settlers repaired to Cornwall, a distance of 
twenty-five miles, each spring and fall, or during the winter, and 
^bagged up on the ice, by the edge of the river, as much as he 
could draw on a hand sled. Pork was then, as now, the staple 
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article of animal food ; and it was usual for the settlers, as soon as 
they had received their rations, to smoke their bacon, and then 
hang it up to dry ; sometimes it was thus left incautiously sus^ 
pended outside all night : the result not unfrequently was, that, 
while the family was asleep, the quarter's store of pork would 
be unceremoniously carried off by the wolves, then very numerous 
^nd troublesome, and in no wise afiraid of approaching the shanty 
of the newly arrived settler. Frequently too during the night, 
would they be awakened by these marauders, or by the discordant 
sound of pigs and poultry clustering round the door to escape 
from their fangs. 

For several years after the settlement, they had the choice of 
but two mills : literally they were situated between two extremes, 
Gananoque above, or the Cascades below them, equi-distant about 
sixty miles. To one of these two points they were compelled to 
resort, for the purpose of having their wheat ground. Several 
parties joining together would take forty or fifty bushels at a time, 
with five or six men to work the boat, stemming the rapids of the 
Longue Soult, or of the du Plat and Oalouse. 

Not long after their settlement here, Jacob Merckley, father of 
our respected townsman of that name, and his brother-in-law 
Shaver, being in want of some plenishings for the shanty, not to 
be obtained nearer home, set out upon a pilgrimage to Montreal, 
distant, by the tortuous path they had to travel, some 125 miles. 
It was in dead of winter, the snow was very deep, and they had 
no choice as to conveyance, but to foot it. The back was how- 
ever made for the burden, and, being young and supple, they set 
out on their dreary journey, with light hearts, dragging behind 
them their hand sled with provisions and blankets for the jour- 
ney. The only beaten path was on the ice, by the margin of the 
river. The whole stretch of shore was all but an unbroken forest, 
obstructed with tangled brush, and covered with snow full four 
feet deep. After six days steady marching, they reached Montreal, 
and, having procured the articles required, started on their return. 
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trip, "homeward bound." In addition to numerous other ^^notions" 
they had purchased an iron pot, or cooler, for boiling sugar, 
which weighed over one hundred pounds, and it required the 
. united strength of the two to make headway, at even a very slow 
gait ; however by resting frequently, they managed to make some 
progress. Having occasion to cross a wide bay below St. Anne's, 
and keeping far from shore to shorten the distance between the 
two points, they were much impeded by the snow drifting up their 
track. On they pressed, pulling away with might and main. 
They had scarcely reached the middle of the bay, when 
Shaver gave out, and sank exhausted on the ice. No 
friendly voyageur was there in sight, to bear a helping 
hand. What was to be done? To leave the fallen brotiier, 
and go to seek assistance, might have been to let him perish 
in the snow ; neither could he leave his precious cargo, lest it 
might be plundered in his absence. In his extremity, he raised 
him up in his arms, deposited him on the top of the load, and 
animated with superhuman strength, he, single handed, dragged 
his double load across the ice, and safely reached the nearest 
dwelling, where, remaining a day, the invalid was sufficiently re- 
stored to resume his place at the ropes, and they eventually 
reached home, safe and sound, having occupied three weeks in the 
excursion. Such were the difficulties met and surmounted by the 
early settlers ; and the bare recital of them, might well put to the 
blush their less hardy descendants, who may utter the now fre- 
quent complaint of " hard times." 

There was in former times a deal of valuable timber standing in 
the county of Dundas. Huge pine trees w6re cut for ship's 
masts, measuring from ninety to one hundred and twenty feet in 
length, and from forty to forty-eight inches in diameter, when 
dressed for market. One such piece of timber must have weighed 
from twenty to twenty-five tons. These mast trees were dragged 
from the woods by from twelve to sixteen pairs of horses. A sin- 
gle tree was sold in Quebec as a bow-sprit for $200. Of white 
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oak, avera^ng when dressed from forty-five to axty-five cubic 
feet, and of ihe best Canadifui quality, there was abandance ; this 
found a ready market at firom 2& €d. to 3s. per foot ; inferior 
quality of this taanber was ooayerted into stave blocks, and also 
shipped to ^Juebeo. At a later period, large quantities of ehn, 
and ash were sent to market from this county^ while beech and 
maple, then considered worthless, were piled up in log heaps and 
burned, ike ashes being carefully gathered, and sold to tl^ mer- 
chants, to be made into potash. 

There being am|»le ^nployment on the Other's farm, yet un- 
cleared, for all his sons, there was little indue^nent for these to 
ihink of setting up for themselves ; as a consequence, the lands 
the children had drawn, were of little value to them in the mean- 
time. XL K rights became a staj^e article of commence, and were 
readily bought up by speculators, almost as fast as they oame into 
the hands of the rising generation* A portion of what remained 
to the farmer or his family, was soon sold in payment of taxes, at 
«heriff^fi Bale, and these lots too, usually fell into the hands of land 
jobbers. Many of the lots had never been seen by the parties 
who drew them, and their comparative value was determined, 
^th^ bj their distance from the river, or the j^ressing necessity 
of the party holding th^i. It thus happened that lands in Win- 
chester, which in a ^ncry few years brought from twenty to thirty 
dollars per acre, were then considered worthless ; and lots even more 
^vorably cdtnated, in reject to locality, w^e sold, if not for am 
old song, at least for a new dress, worth perhaps from three to 
four dollars in cash. We have even been told credibly that two 
bundred acres of land, upon which now stands a flourishing vil- 
lage, was, in these early days, actually sold fer a gallon of rum. 
The usual price of fair lots was from $25 to $30, some even as 
high as $50 for 2d0 acres. At $30 the price would be 15 cents per 
acre. These same lands were even then resold to settlers, as they^ 
gradually came in from Britain and the United States, at a price 
of from $2 to $4: per acre, thus yielding a clear profit to the spec- 
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tilator of one thousand per cent, upon his investment, a profit, i& 
comparison with which, the exorbitant interest of these days, 
sinks into utter insignificance. 

The summer months were occupied by the early settlers, in 
burning up the hi^e logs that had previously been piled together, 
and in the sooty and laborious work of re-construeting their char- 
red and smouldering remains into fresh heaps ; the surface was 
then raked clear of chips and other fragments, and in the autumn 
the wheat was hoed in by hand. During winter every man was 
in the woods, making timber, or felling the trees to make way for 
another fallow. The winters were then long, cold, and steady, 
and the fall wheat seldom saw the light of day till the end of 
April ; the weather then setting in warm, the dormant breaks of 
wheat early assumed a healthy and luxuriant v^etation. Thistles 
and burdocks, the natural result of slovenly farming, were un- 
known, and neither fly nor rust, in these good old days, were 
there, to blight the hopes of the primitive farmer. The virgin 
soil yielded abundantly her increase ; ere long there was plenty in 
the land for man and beast, and, with food and raiment, the set- 
tler was contented and prosperous. 

There was in the character oi the early settlers, that which 
commanded the admiration and respect of all who were brought 
into contact with them. Naturally of a hardy and robust consti- 
tution, they were appalled neither by danger nor difficulties, but / 
manfully looked them fair in the face, and surmounted them all. 
Amiable in their manners, they were frugal, simple, and regular 
in their habits. They were scrupulously honest in thdr dealings^ 
affectionate in all their sodal relations, hospitable to strangers, 
and faithful in the discharge of duty. As for their moral and 
religious character, we are proud to reflect, that, although without 
any clergyman, of either religious persuasion, the Lutherans and 
Presbyterians, from the beginning, lived together in good fellow- 
ship and peace. They united in observing the sanctity of the 
Sabbath, in holding lay-reading and in singing hymns on the day 
of sacred rest» 
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While we say this much of the early settler, let us not he un- 
derstood as wishing to hold them up as paragons of perfection — 
as examples in all things to their descendants. They had 
their failings, as well as their virtues, but we must make allow- 
ances for the circumstances in which they were placed. They 
were charged by the early missionaries, and perhaps with some 
d^ree of truth, " as wofuUy addicted to carousing and dancing," 
but these were the common and allowed amusements of the times 
in which they Hved. It may however be said with truth, that 
forms of licentiousness and profligacy, which are not uncommon 
in the present day, would have aroused the indignation of the 
early settlers, and met with reprobation, if not chastisement at 
their hands. It is true, they were not of those, who made broad 
their phylacteries, or were of a sad countenance, disfiguring their 
faces, and for a pretence made long prayers. Innured to a life of 
hardship and toil, — ^without the check of a Gospel ministry, and ex- 
posed to the blunting influence of the camp, the barrack, and the 
guard room, we must be content to find them but rough examples of 
Christian life. The scrupulous and distrustful vigilance, however, 
with which modern professors of every creed, eye their fellow-men, 
and require every pecuniary engagement, no matter how trivial, to 
be recorded in a solemn written obligation, stands out in striking 
contrast to the practice of the early settlers, among whom all 
such written agreements were unknown, every man's word being 
accounted as good as his bond. Lands were conveyed, and pay- 
ments promised, by word of mouth ; and verbal agreements were 
held as sacred as the most binding of modern instruments. 

Christianne, the wife of the late Jacob Ross of Osnabruck, 
outlived nearly all the U. E. Loyalists of her time. Her descen- 
dants to the third generation grew up around her, and ofbtimes 
listened to the thrilling story of her first coming to Canada, and 
the subsequent hardships and trials to which, at different periods 
in the course of her long lifetime, she had been subjected. 

The following brief but touching narrative respecting her, was 
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rdated to us by Mr. Samuel Ault, her grandson, and will be per- 
used with interest, by many who were familiar with her features, 
and admirers of her virtues. 

Mrs. Boss was a daughter of Miehael Merekley, a loyalist, who 
lived hi Schoharrie, near the Mohawk river, in the State of New 
York. She and her sister Eve, and her brother a little child, 
were taken i»isoners by a scouting party of Indians, under the 
following circumstances: — 

Her mother was dead« Her father was absent from home with a 
niece of his. Christiamne was seventeen years of age. Eve was fif- 
teen, and the little boy between five and six These three were left 
in charge of the house. The girls became somewhat alarmed at the 
prolonged absence of their father, and as evening drew nigh, their 
youn^ hearts beat with anxiety, and all eyes were eagerly intent 
upon the road by which they expected his return. At last, he 
and his niece, both mounted on horseback, af^ared in sight, rid- 
ing in great haste towards the house. The little boy clapped his 
hands, and wiped off the tears from his swollen cheeks. The 
eyes too of the girls brightened up, and their hearts were filled 
with joy as they ran to the door to meet the embrace of their 
fiither. / 

Scarcely had the girls crossed the threshold, when a party of 
Indians in ambush, fired a volley from their rifles, before anj 
explanation could be given or received. The father and cousin fell 
from their saddles to the ground, and, ere the breath had left their 
bodies, their scalps were taken offl The house was plundered, and 
with the bam and oth&c buildings set on fire, while the poor little 
weeping, trembling orphans, were carried off by the blood-stained 
savages to their camp. 

With loud cries and in tears, the three children were hurried off 
in charge of their cruel captors. A more touching sight one cannot 
imagine, and a tear bedims the eye as we try to realize it. *' I 
want my father I I want my father I" cried the little boy " I want 
to go home to my father I" Yes, — ^he went to his father — the In- 
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dians became enraged with the pitiful cries of th ^'nnocent, 

and ordered the girls to go on in advance with th keep- 

ing the lad in rear. Separated from his sisters, h\ ^ame 

louder, till at last, as the only way of stopping his , . ^ 

patched him with a blow of a tomahawk. His sisters saw no more 
of him, save his reeking scalp, which was held up before them, 
with the warning that unless thej quickly held their peace a sim- 
ilar fate would be theirs. They were five weeks marching to Fort 
Niagara, and frequently were threatened with death when they 
gave vent to their feelings, and in many instances owed their lives 
to the interposition of the squaws. 

At Niagara they remained seven weeks in possession of the 
Indians, when they were sold to Sir John Johnston, who com- 
manded the Indians in the British service there. 

He took the two sisters with him to Montreal, who remained in 
his employment as servants for nearly two years. At the close of 
of the war, Christianne married Boss, a discharged soldier, and 
came to Cornwall for the purpose of settling on a farm which he 
drew from Government. He exchanged, that farm for one in Os- 
niJ>ruck, the same upon which his son and grandson now reside. 
They were supplied by Oovernment with most things requisite for 
house keeping in the woods, but had no cow, and to remedy this 
want, they conduded that while Mr. Boss was busy making a small 
clearing, his newly married wife should return to Montreal, and 
do service for one year more, in order to raise means to purchase 
a cow, which she did. Thereafter they lived the most peaceful 
and happy lives imaginable till separated by death. They were 
strict adherents of the Lutheran Church, up to the time that their 
minister, Mr. Weagant, became an Episcopalian. 

Christianne lived to the patriarchal age of 98, retaining to the 
last full possession of her mental faculties ; she departed for '' the 
better country," about three years ago, ftdl of hope and resigned 
to her call. Her German bible and prayer book had been her 
companions through life and her comfort in old age, and even in 
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death they were not divided, for at her own request they were 
buried with her in the same coffin. 

Most of the first settlers have long ago passed away ; a few, here 
and there, still remain, living exemplifications of the excellence of 
character which we have thus imperfectly described. 

In the year 1788, the first grist-mill in the county waa built 
by two enterprising men, Messrs. Coons and Shaver, in Matilda. 
It contained but one run of stones, and had a small saw mill at- 
tached to it. This mill stood upon a point of the river, about one 
mile below the present village of Iroquois. The saw mill never 
worked well, and waa soon abandoned. The little grist-mill was 
however very sucoessfdl ; it would grind 100 bushels of wheat per 
day, and turned out better flour than one-half of the mills of the 
present time. 3oon after this, another mill, upon what was then 
considered to be a magnificent scale, was built by John Monroe, 
on the point below Mr. Flagg's, also in Matilda. This had three 
or four runs of stones, besides a gang of saws, and worked admir- 
ably for ten years, when it unfortunately took fire, and was 
burned to the water's edge. It was immediately replaced by 
another, but this time with only one run of stones, cheaply con- 
structed, and in every respect inferior to its predecessor. It 
stood thirty-five years, when a large field of ice striking violently 
on the point, carried the mill off bodily, or at all events demolished 
it. These several mills were all driven by the current of the St. 
Lawrence. 

A few stores were now added. The first in this neighborhood 
appears to have been opened by Bichard Loucks, who also kept a 
tavern, about a mile below the present limit of Dundas, as early as 
1787. At this period the County of Dundas was not known by 
its present name ; indeed there were as yet no counties named in 
Upper Canada. It formed a part of the then Lunenburgh Dis- 
trict (of which more hereafter), which extended from Gananoque 
to the present Province line near Lancaster. 

The settlers could now supply themselves with the necessaries 



VI.] HRST SCHOOLMASTER. 141 

of life, from the mill and the store, and the roving and dissipated 
life of the soldier was forgotten, in the staid and sober habits of 
the hard working farmer. A few of a more adventurous turn of 
mind, at times would man a boat, and, ascending the river to Os- 
w^o, take a circuitous route by lakes and rivers, betimes carrying 
their boat shoulder high, for miles at a stretch, and finally reach 
the green valley of the Mohawk, dear to them still in memory. 
Returning, they brought such articles of merchandize with them 
as they could transport, and, providing themselves with a passport 
at Carlton Island, they swiftly glided down the river.* 

The duty of instructing their children seems from the very 
earliest time of the settlement, to have been recognized ; and 
although of necessity a few years elapsed without a school house, 
yet from the very first they had their schoolmaster. A good old 
German, whose name we cannot recal, gratuitously spent his time 
in going from house to house teaching, two weeks at a time in 
different neighborhoods, where the children oongr^ted, and re- 
ceived such instruction as the limited time and capabilities of 
their teaoher afforded. 

We learn from Major Clark, now residing in Edwardsburgh, 
that his father taught the first regular school in Dundas. He 
arrived with his family in Montreal, in the year 1786, and pro 
ceeded to the Bay of Quints. When passing Lachine, Mr. 
Clark was much struck with the novel sight of a large encampment 
of Indians, on the precise piece of ground now occupied by that 



Inward. 
John Loncks, 



• The following is a copy of such a passport ; — 

Permit the boat going from this to pass to 
Kingston with their provisions, family, cloth- 
ing, beding, household farniture, and farming 
ntensils, they having cleared ont at this post, 
as appears by their names in the margin. 
Given under my hand at Fort Ontario, 21st 
day of May, 1795. 

0. MoDONELL, P. 0. 



two men, 
two women. 



three children. 
To whom concerned, 
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beautiftil grove of maple trees, which attracts the eye of abnost 
every traveller. It is not uninterestiDg thus to fix the date of this 
well-known ornament to Lachine, should it escape the fate of maple 
groves in general, and ever reach a good old age. The Indians in 
question, were a party of the Mohawk warriors, in number about 
400,whohad adhered to the royalists during the American war, and 
had left their homes — ^the land of their sires for ages untold — ^that 
they and their children, might dwell under the benignant pro- 
tection of their " Great Father and Friend," across the " B^ 
Lake." They were in charge of the celebrated Indian chief, 
Captain Brant, and were by him conducted in a flotilla of canoes, 
to a tract of land on the Grand Biver in Upper Canada, in the 
centre of which now stands the flourishing town of Brantford, 
named in honor of their leader. It may seem very much out of 
our way, yet this digression is so tempting, that we cannot re&ain 
from giving a few remarks respecting this remarkable man, con- 
densed from an interesting sketch of his life, presented in Smith's 
History of Canada. 

'^ Joseph Brant, or Thayendan^ea, bom on the banks of the 
Ohio in 1742, was the son of Tehowaghwenga/rghkwin^ a ftdj 
blooded Mohawk of the Wolf tribe. Brant received his education 
at Lebanon in Connecticut, and, having been taken notice of by 
Sir William Johnston, accompanied him to the wars, at an early 
period of his life, being only thirteen years of age when he en- 
gaged in his first battle. He became a firm ally of the British, 
and assisted with his tribe during the remainder of the French 
war. During the whole of the revolutionary war. Brant and his 
Mohawk warriors faithftdly continued their allegiance. At the 
close of it, the Mohawk chief proceeded to Montreal to 
confer with Sir John Johnston, and from thence to Quebec, to 
daim from G^eral Haldimand, the fulfilment of his pledge, Uiat 
the Indians should be restored at the expense of the G( ^vemment, 
to as favorable a condition as they were in, before t lie contest 
b^;an. The Seneoa Indians, wishing to perpetuate t le friendly 
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fediDg existing between themselyes and the Mohawks, offered 
them a tract of land in the valley of the Gknesee ; but the Mo- 
hawks were determined " to sink or swim, with the English." 
Brant visited England in 1785, where he wa» well received. 
When introduced at Court, he proudly declined the honor of kis- 
sing the King's hand, but added that he would gladly kiss that 
of the Queen. During his stay in London, he was invited to a 
grand masquerade, or fancy ball. He went richly dressed in the 
costume of his nation, wearing no mask, but painting one half of 
his face. His plumes nodded aB proudly in his cap, as though 
the blood of a hundred Percys coursed through his veins, and 
his tomahawk glittered in his girdle like burnished silver. Amoi^ 
the guests was a Turk of rank, whose attention was particularly 
attracted by the grotesque appearance of the chiefs singular attire. 
He scrutinized him very closely, and, mistaking his complexion 
for a painted visor, took the liberty of attempting to handle hla 
nose. Brant, who had noticed the observation he excited, was in 
the humour for a little sport ; no sooner therefore did the fingers 
of the Turk touch his nasal organ, than he raised the war-whoop, 
and, snatching his tomahawk from his girdle, whirled it round the 
head of his astonished assailant. Sudi a percing and frightful 
cry had never before rung through the halls of fashion, and; 
breaking suddenly upon the ears of the merry throng with start- 
ling wildness, produced a strange sensation. The Turk himself 
trembled with terror, while the ladies shrieked, screamed, and 
scattered th^iselves, in every direction. The jest however was 
soon explained, and all was right again. 

Brant was three times married, and died at Wellington Square, 
in 1807, aged sixty-four. He was a man of rare intelligence, a 
brave warrior, a steadfast ally of the British, and as himiane as he 
was brave. His youngest son, Joseph, was appointed chief in his 
stead : he also received a good education ; he was appointed to 
the rank of Captain, and also superintendent of the " Six Nations.'* 
In 1832 he was elected a member of the Provincial Parliament. 
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His election was contested however, and eventually set aside. That 
year he was carried off by cholera, and was buried in the same 
vault with his father." 

But to return to our first Dominie — Mr, Clark remained two 
years at the Bay of Quints employed in teaching. In 1788 he 
came to Matilda, at the instance of Captain Frazer, who at his 
own expense purchased a farm for him, at the cost of one hundred 
dollars. A few of the neighbors assisted in the erection of 
a school house, in which Mr. Clark taught for several years. He 
was a native of Perthshire in Scotland, and was universally re- 
spected. Before the close of 1792, the settlers in Dundas had 
erected two churches, and established several schools. They had 
also two grist-mills, and a number of stores, and taverns ; and 
thus a new era dawned upon the happy little colony of U. E's. 

Laws affecting the early settlers. We may naturally 
enquire what kind of laws prevailed at first amongst the settlers 
in Dundas. 

As the country was a forest, almost unbroken, from the impas- 
sable swamp, that had stopped the upward course of the French 
Canadians below Lancaster, to the Western Lakes — as there was 
yet no Legislature, and as the French laws could not well be 
extended over the new settlers, coming firom the thirteen formerly 
British Provinces, where the laws had assumed a democratic 
aspect, it was decided by Government, that, for these and other 
reasons, the first settlers in Upper Canada should live under 
hartlal law, till such a time as it should be rescinded, and 
replaced by competent courts of justice. Consequently for some 
years, the inhabitants "of Dundas County knew of no other law 
than that of the camp. But by martial law at that time, in the 
peaceable district of Lunenburgh, was meant, only, that the Eng- 
lish laws having, by the settlement of this part of Canada, been 
introduced, should be its laws for the present, and that these laws, 
which very few knew, should be martiallif eocecutedy by the Cap* 
tain in command, having the superintendence of the particular 
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koaHty. It appears there was such an officer for l&e district sub- 
fleqaentlj named Bandas Gonntj. Captain Buncan, an Bn^h* 
Hian, executed these laws, dt la militcnrey and Maria-town was InB 
head-quarters, of which indeed he was the feunder, and so named 
it in honor of his only daughter, Maria. As a soldier, he was 
generous and humane, and, the religious sentiment largely prevail* 
isg amongst the German settlers, his office was a sinecure. It is 
somewhat difficult, howevOT, with no more certain authority than 
the memoiy oS the oldeBt MuMtcmty to define precisely the extent 
of the Captaiu's jurisdiction. We presume that his c^ioe oories* 
ponded to that of a di^ magistrate, or justice of the peace, of the 
present time, with the addition of a little more discretionary power. 
From a manuscript before us, in the hand-writing of Richard 
Loucks, an innkeeper in the Lunenburg District, under date the 
14th of September, 1790, we have undoubted proof that a arni. 
court, with all the accompaniments of sheri£F, judge, and jury, 
sat at least once in the year, at his inn, and that its jurisdictioii 
extraided over the whole Lunenburg District. Judging also from 
the items detailed, a jolly Judge and Jury th^ must haye been. 
Numerous accounts are therein detailed of ^' Licker for the gentle^ 
men of the grant gury,'' including sundry charges for " decanters 
hraken,'^ Port wine appears to have been the beverage used in 
the " Cort Boom ;" rum, on ordinary occasions ; while Judge 
Duncan treated his guests at '' super " with brandy and ** Elisa^ 
peth." In the document referred to, we find at one time, the 
names of twenty-six jurymen, presided over by " Juge Dunken," 
and ^^high shriff Monro.'' Judge Jarvis has kindly given us 
his opinion in respect to this court, which he says must have 
been under the authority of the Act of Parliament of Sngland, 
14 Qeo. 3d cap. 83 (1774), usually known as the Quebec Act, 
l^ idiioh the Governor and Council thereby constituted, must 
have erected the jurisdiction. There was no Court of King's 
B^i^ erected until 1794, at which time, of course, the eourt we 
have spoken of was s^peitieded. / 

E 
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Those who were convioted of high offences, were punished by 
banishment, and were transported for a term of years, or for life, 
not to Botany Bay, but to the United States, a sentence next to 
that of death, felt to be the most severe that could be inflicted. 
Minor offences were atoned for in the pillory. For a long time 
there stood one such primitive instrument of punishment, at 
Bichard Loucks' inn, the centre of law and justice for the then 
Lunenburgh District. Tradition also sayeth, that the ancestors 
of some of those who are now in exalted stations in the county, 
were there exposed to the vulgar gaze in the stocks. 

Captain Duncan, the military commander, and "Juge 
Dunken," the dispenser of Law and ** Elisapeth ** at the Lunen- 
burg Inn, will readily be recognized as identical. 

Duncan in his day, seemed to have monopolized every office. 
A store keeper, and holding a captain's rank, he dealt out Martial 
Law, dry goods, and groceries alternately. A member of the Le- 
gislative Council, he framed Laws, and as Judge of the Lunen- 
burgh District he dispensed them. His universal hospitality 
gathered around him a host of friends, whilQ in his capacity as 
magistrate, he was a terror to evil doers. He was possessed of 
large tracts of land, acquired partly from Government, and partly 
by purchase, besides other property to a considerable extent, and 
enjoyed a full measure of the influence and outward respect, 
usually attendant upon wealth. He left the country somewhat 
abruptly for the United States, where he remained till his death. 

He had, it seems, been extensively engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness, and it was said that some transactions in connection with 
this were so imprudent, that he dared never return to Canada. 
This circumstance detracted from that upright character, which 
otherwise he had acquired. 

Sib John Johnston's name being inseparably connected 
with the early settlers of Dundas, a few particulars regarding his 
family may be interesting. His father, Sir William Johnstoni 
was a native of Ireland, of whom it was said, in 1765, that he had 
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long resided upon the Mohawk Biver, in the western part of New 
York, where he had acquired a oonsiderable estate, and was uni- 
versally beloved, not only by the inhabitants, but also by the 
neighboring Indians, whose language he had learnt, and whose 
affections he had gained by his humanity and affability. This 
led to his appointment as agent for Indian affairs, on the part of 
Great Britain, and he was said to be '' the soul of all their trans- 
actions with the savages." 

In a previous chapter we have already noticed his military 
exploits on Lake Champlain, and at Niagara, as well as the part 
which he and his Indian warriors took in the descent of the St. 
Lawrence with General Amherst's army. At the breaking out of 
the revolutionary war. Sir John, who had succeeded to his father's 
tiile, appears also to have inherited his influence widi the Indians, 
and to have exerted that influence to the utmost^ in favor of the 
Boyalist cause. By this means he rendered himself particularly 
obnoxious to the continentals, as the Americans were then called. 
Accordingly in 1776, Colonel Dayton, with part of his regiment, 
was sent to arrest him, and thus put it out of his power to do 
further mischief. *' Beceiving timely notice of this, from his tory 
Mends in Albany, he hastily assembled a large number of his 
tenants and others, and made preparations for a retreat, which he 
successfully accomplished. 

Avoiding the route by Lake Champlain, from fear of falling 
into the hands of the continentals, who were supposed to be ass^n- 
bled in that direction, he struck deep into the woods, by way of 
the head waters of the Hudson, and descended the Baquette 
Biver to its confluence with the St. Lawrence, and thence crossed 
over to Canada. Their provisions failed soon after they had left 
their homes. Weary and foot sore, numbers of them sank by the 
way, and had to be left behind, but were shortly afterwards re- 
lieved by a party of Indians, who were sent from Caughnawaga, 
in search of them. After nineteen days of hardships, which have 
had few parallels in our history, they reached Montreal. So hasty 
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was their ffigl^t, that the family papers were huried in the garden, 
and nothing taken with them bat such articles as were of prime 
necessity. His extensive &inily estates were confiscated^ and he 
thenceforth became a most actiye loyalist^ and the scourge of the 
Mohawk settlement^ during the remainder of the war/' 

Sir John, served with distinction throughout the war, and at 
the close of it was ampfy reimbnrsed by the British €k>yem- 
ment for the loss of his paternal estates. He received large 
grants of lands in various parts of the country^ besides a consickr- 
able sum of money. He erected several miUs^ and was continued 
as superintendent of Indian affairs in Montreal, where he resided 
till his death; which took place in 1822. He ever manifested a 
lively interest in the welfare of his old soldiers who were settled 
on the St. Lawrence, who frequently went to see him, when 
occasion called them to Montreal. 

The only other name that occurs toi»i, asparticukriy connected 
with the early history of the county, is that of Steichmann who 
surveyed the county of Dundas, and whose end was a melancholy 
one. 

About the year 1801, an armed vessel ''the Speedy " of ten 
guns, proceeding &om York to Eangston, was totally lost, and as 
no vestige of her was ever discovered, it was supposed that she 
foundered in a gale, on Lake Ontario. Bv^ soul on board pw- 
ished, and, among other valuable lives, that of poor Steichmann's 
was tost. Judge Gray, from Cornwall, (Ihe same from whom 
Gray's Creek derives its name,) several members of the Court of 
Euoig's Bench, and many others, were among the number. Their 
unhappy end created much sensation at the time, and spread a 
gtoom over the whole of Upper Canada. 

The attempt to recall the eariy history of the County, has beea 
a w(«k of some difficulty, from the scanty materials within our 
reach. No records are extant, so far se we know, of Hie incidents 
connected wiUi it. Though mmSa. of what has been advanced^ 
may seem trivial, and uninteresting^ yet, we have thought it wor« 
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thy ci notiiee, oliiefly, beeanse it has eome to us £ram the Sps of 
tiie few old settlors who remain among ns. If the statements 
{)06se8s no other q«alitj, t&ey are at least reliable, and, in so far as 
the writer is coneemed, he has done what he eonld to preserve 
ih^B. We elose this ehapter wi<li a few reflections on the first 
settlement of Bundas, kindly sent to us as a contribution by an 
old and Ughly respected inhabitant of the Oonnty« 

" A nat&ral enquiry is suggested ; why were Otrmam located, 
at the first setdenwnt of Upper Canada, in Dundas, and partly in 
Stomont, in close proximity to the Highleund Scotch? 

Apparently it was not by accident, but by design* We find, 
that close to the French Catholics of Lower Canada, were located 
the Scotch Cal^idics of Olengany. No doubt, in consequence of 
the disastrous result of the Revolutionary War, it was deemed of 
the highest importance to promote peace and harmony amongst 
settlers in different parte of Canada. 

Had English-speaking Protestants been made the neighb(»i9 
of French Catholics, M) tiiat time, disputes <^ vaiious kinds might 
have been i^prehended to have mae^ fix)m such relationship* 
To prevent these as much as possible, persons of the same faith, 
though not of the same nationality, were placed side by side ; and, 
to avoid civil and religious disputes, between the British-bom 
settlers in Upper Canada, at that time, tbe German element of 
the population, wasi, in several instances, used by the Provincial 
Oovemment. Close to the Scotch Catholics, the German Protes- 
tants were located in the eastern portion of the Province : and it 
was only next to the German-speaking Protestants, that the Eng- 
lish-speaking Protestants were located in Edwardsburgh, and so 
upwards, towards Prescott and Broekville. Neither speaking, 
nor understanding each other^s language, for some time after the 
settlements were made, much dispute was avoided among the early 
settlers. We consider this fact, as a part of that far-seeing system 
of policy which British statesmen have ever been striving to 
establish in Canada; and we believe the Government has not been 
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disappointed in this respeot, for perhaps in no district of Upper 
Canada, do, at present, the various forms of Christianity which 
now prevail, exist more harmoniously side by side, than in the 
eastern parts of Canada West. 

The various types of nationality, from which the present popu- 
lation of Dundas has sprung, are rapidly merging into one, and 
the peculiarities of each, becoming yearly less observable. The 
dress, habits, and language of the Germans, and even the associa- 
tions connected with their '^ Father4and,*' have all alike been for- 
gotten. One brief generation serves to strip the Irishman of his 
" brogue." Even the canny Scot, who clings more tenaciously 
perhaps than any other to his vernacular, who is wont long to 
retain a lingering love for "Scotia's n%ged strand," — 

" Land of brown heath and shaggy wood, 
Land of the monntain and the fiood.^— 

he, too, speedily becomes acclimated. All, denuded of their dis- 
tinguishing characteristics, are assimilating in manners and in 
sentiments, and are thus contributing to the building up of a 
homogenous British Canadian family.. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Intermediate History — The soil of Dandas— Granberrj Marshes — Stand- 
ing timber and building materials — Glimate— Meteorological Record 
— Oldest inhabitant— Eclipse — Barth-quake— Hail Storm— Irriga- 
tion — Statute labor and roads of Dandas. 

From the year 1800 to the present time, the history, of the 
County of Dundas is simply the liistory of Canada, and it is at 
least satisfactory to know, that the progress and improvement of 
the County have kept pace with the prosperity of the Province as 
a whole. The war of 1812 found its inhabitants as loyal as of 
yore, and at their country's call they cheerfully donned their armor 
and marched against the invading £)e. A detachment of the 
Ihindas Militia, as we have seen, were present at " Crysler's 
Farm ;" another remained to protect the fort and town of Prescott. 
In 1837, they turned out at an hour's notice, and assisted in quelling 
the Rebellion ; at that time they were enrolled and under du^ 
for six months. Since then the peace and prosperity of the 
county have been uninterrupted, not however without some 
hindrances to the successful practice of agriculture. 

The extensive operations in lumber consequent upon the clearing 
up of a new and well timbered country, resulted in a state of 
matters unfavorable to agricultural improvement. Having spent 
the winter in the woods, the farmer had to spend the greater part 
of the summer in conveying his timber to Quebec. The farm 
was neglected, and, m a consequence, he rarely raised provision 
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enough even for liis own use. In this way he was compelled to 
applj to the storekeeper to Aimish him, which he readily did, at 
his own exorbitant prices, taking the timber as security for pay- 
ment. If at the end of the year the backwoodsman made ends 
to meet, he had reason to be thankful : the majority however came 
out on the wrong side of the ledger. The indulgent storekeeper 
was as accommodating as before, and was perfectly satisfied to let 
the old account remain at interest, and to add to it by fresh 
advances, upon receiving a morigage of the farmer's land in secu- 
rity. The embarrassed &rmer, still clinging to the hope of 
rede^ning his farm, ^nbai^ed with renewed energ^ in lumber- 
making, resolved to *' make a spoon or spoil a horn." In a few 
cases he was successful, but in many instances the farm fell 
irretrievably into the hands of the merchant. The intimate and 
seemingly necessary connection then existing betwixt the lumber- 
man and the merchant, induced the ruinous long-credit system^ 
which, perhaps more than any other cause, tended to cripple the 
resources of the farmers, and consequently to retard improve- 
ment : happily ihis system is now fast disappearing. At a more 
recent period, and previous to the completion of the St. Lawrence 
Canals, the farmers of Dundas occupied much of their time in 
conveying goods and passengers irom Cornwall to Prescott. The 
yearly increasing tide of emigration, all bound for the west, gaTe 
constant employment to as many teams as could be spared at $4 
per day : this to a certain extent, again tended to divert the 
attention of the farmers from agriculture, but being a ready^y 
business, it was found to be much more profitable than the lumber 
trade, the mat^als fbr carrying on which were besides becoming 
scarce in the county. Even for some time after the Cornwall 
Canal was finished, ail upward-bound vessels had to be towed with 
horses from Dickinson's Landing to Prescott, and a considerable 
amount of mcmey found its way into ^q fame's pocket in this 
way. The final completion of all the canals in 1847, and the 
introduction of power^ steam-tugs, removed the last hindrance 
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to the progress of agrionltare, which has sinee then reoeired the 
undivided attention of the inhabitants, and has proved more 
remnneratiye i^ian any of the enterprises in which thej had 
hitherto engaged. We propose in this chapter to offdr a few 
remarks respecting the soil and climate, the irrigation, and the 
roads of Dundas Connty, together with a few additional matters 
of interest, suggested by the enquiry into those named. 

The Soil. — ^While ike soil of the county is varied, it is chiefly 
of a tolenJ)ly rich loam, varying in depth from six to eighte^ 
indies, and resting upon a substratom of bhush marly clay. It 
may be described for the most as level, at least with little more 
indination than is necessary fer carrying off the snrftce water. 
In some parts, towards liie centre and rear of the county, it 
partakes more of a rolling character, but in no place does the land 
rise to any considerable elevation. It is interspersed with numeroos 
swails or lowlands, not of sufficient extent to ^dtle them to the 
name of swampSy and which diffnr from these in the important 
particular that they are all capable of drainage. In most cases, 
where any of these swails bave been cleared of the timber, a single 
ditch through the centre, suffices to carry off all stagnant water, 
and, when that is once aooomplkhed, sudi lands are invariably 
fi>und to be of the richest and most productive nature. 

These swails, as well as the other levd lands, are comparatively 
firee firom Btone& On tlie contrary, where the luid partakes of a 
roHing nature, we usually find the surface fredy covered with 
boulders. The labor and expense of removing them, is in some cases 
very great, but is in part recompensed by the stock of durable 
materials for fencing, draining, and building purposes thus obtained, 
as well as by the dry and uraally fertile qualities of the lands so 
deared. A few sand kndk scattered here and there through the 
county, bardy suffice to fiimish matwials for bridonaking uid for 
building purposes^ 

In addition to these swails, which are always heavily timbered 
with elm and adi, there are three cnmberry marshes of considi^- 
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able extent. The largest is situated in the Township of Wincliester, 
and covers an area of about 800 acres. These marshes, situated 
in the heart of a thickly wooded r^ion, are themselves destitute 
of a single tree, save here and there a scrubby spruce, and present 
a very singular and interesting appearance. They are completely 
oovered by cranberry bushes from two to three feet in height, and 
are resorted to by swarms of busy berry-pickers, at the season 
when they ripen. The soil, which is of a black muck, not unlike the 
peat moss of Scotland, is uinually inundated in spring, but is left 
quite dry again in summer. The bushes, from accidental causes 
or otherwise, are burnt off every few years, the fire sweeping ev«ry 
trace of v^tation dean before it, as in the western prairies of 
the United States. The succeeding crop of young bushes rise up 
luxuriantly from among ike ashes of the old, and are generally 
most prolific. 

As has already been mentioned, all the choice market timber, 
such as oak, pine, and rock elm, has long since disappeared, 
while the stumps, especially of the pine, remain, a convincing and 
lasting monument of the dimensions of the huge denizens of the 
forest. Here and there are found entire pine tree, of enormous 
size, lying prostrate in the woods^ shrouded in moss and lichens, 
which were cut sixty years ago for masts, and for a slight flaw had 
been rejected. Most of these are still quite sound, and are readily 
converted into saw-logs and shingle blocks. In ihe meantime the 
beech and maple saplings, which, by a mysterious law of nature, 
seem to supplant the coniferous species, have grown up into stately 
trees, and another mine of wealth has been sprung, affording winter 
occupation to the farmer in cutting cord-wood, and hauling it to 
the river. The hard wood finds a ready market in Montreal, and 
the soft wood supplies fuel for domestic use, for railways, and 
steamers. There is also abundance of cedar, used for making 
fences, and for floats to convey the cord-wood to market. Hemlock 
and balsam occupy the sandy knolls ; but wherever beech and maple 
thrive, we are sure of finding an excellent soil, and specially adapted 
for wheat. 
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The clay of the county is not esteemed very suitable for brick* 
nu^ngy being slightly mixed with fragments of limestone, which 
are calcined in process of burning the brick, and on subsequent ex- 
posure to the weather make them liable to crack. Most of the 
bricks used in the county, are brought from Aultsville in Stormont ; 
or from Waddington in the XJ. S., immediately opposite. 

There is abundance of good building stone in the county, though 
not yery equally distributed. The quarries are chiefly near the 
centre and rear of the county. The stone is near the surface, is 
of hard gray limestone, and is sold at the quarry for $1.50 per 
cord of 128 cubic feet. Common field stone suitable for rough 
purposes, is delivered in any part of the county at $2 per cord, 
and well burned lime of excellent quality at 20 cents per bushel. 
Upon the whole, the soil of Dundas is admirably adapted for pur- 
suing the mixed system of husbandry. Wheat, Indian com, and 
potatoes are here successfriUy cultivated, while it is equally well 
adapted for the coarse grains, for grass and for roots of different 
kinds. 

The Climate may be fairly stated to be a mean temperature be- 
tween Montreal and Toronto. The extremes of heat and cold are 
less severe than those of the former, while a longer continuance of 
snow in the spring, retards agricultural operations ten days or 
two weeks later than in the neighborhood of Toronto. 

The oldest inhabitant says, that the climate is much less severe 
since the county has become more generally cleared. The winters 
have been shortened at both ends, whilst the clearing up of marshes 
and wood lands has at once admitted the fresh air and the cheering 
rays of the sun — greatly diminished the numbers of mosquitoes, 
and other like pests, and rendered the whole county more healthy 
and salubrious. A few facts in connection with this are not with- 
out interest, and will bear us out in these remarks. We would 
solicit the reader's attention to the following table of observations, 
kindly furnished for this work by the Keverend H. W. Davies, 
M.A. Principal of the Senior Grammar School of the United Coun- 
ties of Stormont, Dundas, and Glengarry. 
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We may remaric, l^at the obaervationB being taken at stated 
hours, yiz., at 7 a.m., at 1 p.m. ; and at 9 p.m.,the average tempera- 
ture IB pretty oorreotly ascertained, but the extremes of heat and 
cold are thus liable to escape detection. The highest observation 
recorded in the above table is 97® ; it is more than probable, tiiat, 
two hours later, the figure might have been over 100^. In the same 
manner, 7^ below zero is the lowest notation ; had the observation 
been taken two hours earlier it might possibly have read 27^, or 
even 37^ below lero, for scarcely a winter passes without some 
part of one day, or more, verging upon 40^ below zero. It may 
also be remarked that " rainy days, " are those upon which rain 
M ; the duration of rain seldom exceeding a few hours. 

By the Census of 1851, the population of Dundas county was 
13,811, the number of deaths in one year 64, being in the ratio of 
one death in 216 : a ratio far more favorable to this county, than 
any portion of Canada or the United States, with two exceptions, 
and singularly enough, these two, are our next door neighbors in 
Stormont and Russel, the ratio of the former being 1 in 240, and 
the latter, 1 in 220. The next below us being a third neigh- 
bor, Carleton, which was 1 in 211. Adding ton and Kent of 
similar population, were respectively, 1 in 98, and 1 in 84, while in 
the State of Maine U. S. the ratio is 1 death for 77 who survive. 

If we are not over wise in Dundas, the same authority tells us, 
that few of us are really " da/t" During the same year there were 
of lunatics and idiots, in Kent 16, in Addington 13, and in Dun^ 
das but 4, and these may have been on a visit from our western 
neighbor Grenville, which was notorious in this way, returning 26, 

We may here state, that the oldest inhabitant is no imaginary 
personage, but a most interesting and intelligent old kdy, Mrs. 
Coons, residing in Iroquois, m>w in her 96th year, and in full 
possession of all her faculties. Peter Shaver, Esq., of Matilda, Is 
one of the oldest male inhabitants, now in his 84th year. Both of 
these have a very dutinct recollection of the first settlement of the 
county, and of the trials and difficulties which £)llow^. We 
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mention their names particularly, becaase to them we are largely 
indebted for information, and for substantiating certain dates 
herein-after mentioned, which possess an interest far beyond the 
limits of the county. Did space permit, we might mention a num- 
ber of peculiarities in connection with the population : for example, 
we have at present residing under one roof, a family consisting of 
two females, and four males, and comprising great-grand-father, 
grand-father, &ther,andson. The great-grand father is a hale, hearty 
old Scotchman, who, a year ago, carried off a prize at a ploughing 
match, and in summer or winter has never been a day off toork. 
Under another roof, and that but a small and humble one, not 
long since might have been seen, sitting down to their frugal meal^ 
twenty-two children of the same parents. It is said that the 
Emperor Napoleon I., when asked by the celebrated Madam de 
Sta^l. " Whom do you consider the greatest woman that ever ex- 
isted?" " She that had the greatest number of children,*' was 
the deliberate reply. In that light our lady of Dundas has few 
superiors in Canada. Were we to enter a third house, one might 
almost fancy himself in the abode of an ^* Anakim," for the united 
height of the seven inmates is 43 feet 5 inches. The eldest hot/ 
is a handsome young man of 6 feet 7 inches, and as straight as an 
arrow. The second is 6 feet 5 inches, and the youngest 6 feet. 

The arrival of the " Great Eastern '' in New York, and the visit 
of the Prince of Wales, are certainly remarkable events in the his- 
tory of America, yet, occurrences still more remarkable, transpired 
during the year 1860, making it truly a year of wonders, and 
as such a memorable one. By Canadian farmers, it will long be 
remembered as a year in which the good things of this life were dis- 
pensed to them by Providence with a lavish hand. No part of Can. 
nada shared more largely in the late abundant harvest than the 
county of I>undas,for we believe that nowhere was the in-gathering 
fiurther above an average. We shall not however dilate here 
upon this. While on the subject of meteorology, our ihou^ts 
naturally turn to the unusual phenomena which characterized the 
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past year, to wit — the Eclipse, Uie Aerolite, and the Earthquake. 
We have neither the ability nor the inclination to treat of t&em scien* 
tificidly, but simply wish to place them on record, as occnrrences 
noticed by the inhabitants of Dandas, that may be spoken of many 
years hence. 

On the morning of the 16th July, 1860, we were privileged to 
witness an annular eclipse of the sun, distinctly yisible to the 
naked eye, and, with the aid of a piece of smoked or colored 
glafls, the phenomenon became highly interesting. It occurred 
between 8 and 9 a. m., and the unusual appearance of the atmos- 
j^ere during its continuance, took those who were ignorant of the 
cause, somewhat by surprise. The sunlight was perceptibly 
diminished, although to a lesser extent than we remember to have 
witnessed in Edinburgh in 1837, when many of the stars were 
distinctly observed. Upon the occasion of the recent eclipse here, 
the dim light shed upon the landscape, gave to it that peculiar dull 
yellow tint, which it usually assumes when the sun is similarly 
obscured. The greatest obscuration was said to be 0.623, hiding 
considerably more than one^half of the surface of the sun. 

On the evening of the 20th July of the same year, a phenom- 
enon of a different kind occurred, namely, the passage of a bright 
fiery meteor, or properly speaking, an " Aerolitey" over our heads. 
Owing to the rapid flight of these mysterious bodies, they are 
usually witnessed by few, and, from the limited time of observa- 
tion, but little can be learned of their nature. Calculation as to 
their size, distance, and true course, are therefore little more than 
conjecture. Their appearance is that of a swiftly moving fiery globe, 
which frequently explodes with a noise like thunder, scattering 
numerous fragments of their component parts to the earth. More 
than two hundred instances are on record, of the fall of portions 
of these bodies in different parts of the world, and it is a singular 
fact, that upon examination, they are found to contain the same 
chemical elements which compose the crust of the earth. On the. 
14th of December, 1807, an aerolite of similar appearance to the 
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one under consideration, exploded near Weston in Gonneoticut, 
and from it, masses of stone half a ton in weight, were precipitated 
to the earth. The aerolite of 1860, was observed almost simnl- 
taneonslj over an area of more than 1000 miles ; the inference is, 
that it must have been of vast size, and travelling at a much 
higher velocity than was usually supposed. Considering its alarm, 
ing proximity, we may congratulate ourselves that in this case 
Itiere was no explosion observed. Its appearance is described by 
an observer in Montreal, ^' as two distinct masses of brilliant 
flame, in appearance larger than a man's hat, one preceding the 
other, with a connecting link of fire, and a train of sparks some 
distance behind." 

A writer in the '^ Boston Traveller," estimates its flight at 25 
jiules per second, and its distance from the earth 22 miles. The 
same writer says, " The terrific grandeur of a solitary aerolite, 
moving with planetary velocity in our very midst, exploding with 
ihe noise of many thunders, imd hurling ' hail of iron globes,' 
and stony masses over our globe, is calculated to awaken in the 
breasts of every one, feelings of awe, and a deep and abiding in- 
terest in these bodies. The destruction which they are calculated 
to produce, and the four memorable instances of mortals crushed 
to death in their fall, tinges their interest with feelings of melan- 
choly and terror." 

At about 6 a. m. on the 17th of October, most of the inhabit 
tants of Canada were aroused from their slumbers by a violent 
shock of an earthquake, the vibrations of which continued for 
about the space of one minute. It was accompanied by a rum« 
bling noise resembling distant thunder, and is said to have been 
the severest shock experienced by any now living in the country. 
The writer pleads goiliy to having remained fast asleep, and ia 
consequentiy an incompetent witness in this case, but its reality is 
amply attested by numbers in this neighborhood, who were 
awakened by the violent shaking of their heda. The sensation 
was usually described as if a strong mm had laid hold of the bed 
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post) and riiaken it with all Ms force. Many aroee bastilj «»d 
looked vnder the bed, and aronnd the room, for the " loon ** that 
did it; while others rashed to the window to see whether a h«iiri- 
eanewas raging ontside^'bnt, although ike waters o£ the iii«r 
were in oommotion, th^« was not a breath of air stirring. Some 
eame to the conclninon that they had been subjected to a fit ef 
night-mare, and thought no more of it ; few attempted to aooovat 
fcHT die phenomenon at all, and an earthquake was the last ezpla- 
natk)n that any one thought of. 

This eiffthquake was not felt further west than BelleViHe, and 
extended tlience, following the route of the St. Lawrence to New 
Brunswick. At Montreal, the " Pilot " newspaper of the foUew- 
ing day, says '' the houses trembled, doors were opened, beUsrang, 
tad crockery was snuMshed." From Richmond it was reported, 
" that bedsteads and furniture were moved, and stoyes knoekei 
down." At Quebec it was still more perceptible, or^uraing 
diimneyB, and otherwise alarming the natives. The aeeowdls 
trom tliat quarter reminded us of the great earthquake whi€& 
idiook Canada in 1663, a graphic account of which was written 
in ti^ Jesuit's journal of the same year. ** On the 5th <^ Febru- 
ary," says the r^rt as quoted by Smith, ''a great rushing 
noise was heard throughout the whole of Canada. The eartik 
trembkd violently, and caused the stakes of the palisades and 
paHngs to danee, in a manner that would have been incrediUe 
had we not actually seen it in many plaees. Men and women rtm 
out of doors, and stood horror-struck with the scene before ikem, 
unable to move, and ignonuit where to fly for refuge from the 

tottering walls and trembling earth the videnoe of the eartb- 

qntke was greatest in Hie forest, where even the trunks of ibe 
tarees are said to have been detadied firom l^dbr places, and daiiked 

against each other with inconceivable violence and confusion 

The Indians declared that ihe forests were drunk Some of 4te 

mountains w^re torn from thdr beds and thrown upon ottieit, 
leavrngimmoAse Miasms in the plaees whence thqr had issued.^ 

L 
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lit this strain the report proceeds to a great length, each sentence 
adding new horrors to the description, until the reader is quite 
prepared to hear that Quebec, with its citadel, and all its inhabi- 
tants were swallowed up alive ; but no, " the most remarkaUe oir« 
cumstance of all, is, that all this has transpired without our losing 
either man, woman, or child, or even haying a hair of their head 
touched." 

The earthquake of 1860 was succeeded by several minor 
shocks, at intervals of a few days ; it was also preceded by a con* 
siderable one in May of the same year, described by those within 
doors, as though a railway train had passed rapidly through the 
cellar of the house. 

We are in the habit of connecting thunder-storms with a sultry 
and overheated state of the atmosphere ; nevertheless, we are at 
times subjected to sudden and unaccountable freaks of nature. 
Thus, about three years ago, we were visited by a thunder-storm 
of unparalleled severity during the very depths of winter. Upon 
that occasion a bam was struck by the lightning, m the township 
of Matilda, and with its contents was instantly consumed. By 
way of offset, it is by no means unusual for us in the middle c^ 
summer to be r^aled by a pelting shower of hail. The most 
remarkable storm of this kind we ever witnessed, occurred in 
August, 1860 ; the air was at the time unusually oppressive and 
warm, the thermometer indicating 85° in the shade, when, without 
any premonitory symptoms, we were assailed by a violent shower 
of hail, the individual particles of which far exceeded anything pre^ 
viously witnessed in these parts. The storm commenced with an 
irregular discharge of the large missiles, gradually increasing in 
quantity and diminishing in size, until the ground was perfectly 
white. We cannot condescend to particulars of weight, or preoise 
dimensions, for the large pieces were devoid of shape, and were 
speedily dissolved ; several which we picked up appeared to us 
fully equal in size to a small hen's-^g. Fortunately the storm 
ifas of short duration, and extended over but a small area^ other* 
wise the damage to the growing crops must have been veiy gr^t 
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As it was, the windows of both cliurohes in Osnabrnek exposed to 
itj were left without a pane of glass. 

From these aerial flights we must now retom to the subject, 
less interesting perhaps, but more immediately in hand, and de- 
tmhe our county in other aspects. 

Ibbigation. — The County of Dundas is well watered. In front 
is the noble St. Lawrence, averaging, along its whole southern boun- 
daiy, a breadth of nearly one mUe and a half, and of great depth. 
The current is swift, having an average speed of from four to six 
miles an hour, while the '* Rapid du Plat " shoots past the centre - 
ef the county at a rate of 9 or 10 miles an hour. In rear it is 
watered by the Petite Nation River, which, rising witMa a mile or 
two of the St. Lawrence, has a very tortuous course, and, receiving 
many tributary streams, ^npties itself into the Ottawa River, about 
30 miles below the city of Ottawa. The tributaries of this river are 
fed by springs and swails ; during the spring time of the year and 
also in autumn they assume formidable dimensions, giving motive 
power to numerous creek mills, which, though only in operation 
h[ from three to four months in the year, are nevertheless a 
valuable acquisition to those living in their neighborhood. 

An abundant supply of well-water is found all over the county, 
on reaching a depth of from 15 to 25 feet. Besides, numerous 
springs axe met with, affording their fortunate owners an inex- 
haustible supply of pure water, without trouble or expense on their 
part. There is also in Winchester a mineral spring, similar to 
the celebrated one at Massena, and had in some repute for its 
medicinal qualities ; but as no hotel has as yet been built to accom- 
modate vicdtors, it is not much fr^uented, except by tiiose living 
in its neighborhood. 

Upon the whde, then, we cannot describe Pandas as otherwise 
than decidedly &vorable, in regard to soil, climate, and irrigation, 
for the sucoe^ful practice of agriculture; while its gec^raphical 
position, and facilities for reaching market in summer or in winter 
are scarcely equalled, certainly not surpassed by any other oounlgr 
in Upper Canada, 
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The Boam. — ^Withiii the past ten jwtBy the roads of ike 
county have undergone a vast improyement During the last five 
^ears the large sum of $25,000 has been appcnrtioned to this 
county, from the Clergy Beserve Fund, secularized in 1854 : this 
has all been expended upon roads ; and consid^able sums oon^ue 
to be annually applied to the same purpose, by ^ several muni- 
cipalities of the county. A good deal is also done by statute lalwr, 
t^ ^miount of which is regulated by law, wscording to the 
assessed value of each individual's property. Every male inhabit 
tant of any township, over 21 years of age and under 60, la 
jrequired to perform two days of statute labor, cm the loads aacl 
high-ways in sudi township, and eveiy party assessed for real cat 
personal prqp^rty in pn)p(»rti<m to the vakie of such property, thus : 
under £50, two days' hdbor are required ; under £100, 8 days; £150^ 
four days ; £200, five days ; £300, ox days, and so on, adcUngone 
day for each £100, until it reaches £1000, and for ev^ £2SdO 
above that sum, one additio&al day. 

The result is hi^ily satis&ctOTy. — Bemote parts of the eaawty^ 
formerly all but inaccessible, are now easy of access. Instead 
of toiling through the mud, or bmnj^ig over the roi^ cordo' 
roy, dreading a break^^own at every st^ the fanner now 
moves along, swiltty and aristocratically in his %ht sparhig^raggj ; 
or with his wiiggon-*load of grain he travels with ease and comfort 
to himself, and ^s team. The vidue of lands in ^ rear has 
thereby increased t^ifold^ precious time has been sailed, and wear 
luid tear proportionably diminished. Abundant siq^^Ues o£ the 
Tory best quality ^ gravel for xoad^making are found in vamm 
IMorts oi the county, and much of the statnie Idbor is absorbed in 
placing it upon the roads. The highways in the centre and rear 
^ the county, bdng ffm&Mj nearer the mipfij of gravel, have 
improved proportionately &Bter than the frosst roads. With the 
«xceptioB of two, one built by a corporation, and the other by a 
JoialHstock c<mqMaiy, our roads are all free fiom the nniinee of 
Aetolkgate. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

GlOLOOY AND NaTUBAI. HiSTORT. 

General OeoIogicAl ftatores— Lauremtian fbrmatioii«*Hiiroiiiaii— Low«r 
Siloriaiir— Potedam Sandstone-^ObaKj— Trenton Gronp— -Tertiarjr 
formation— Post-Tertiary — Gompoaition of surface soil^Forest 
Trees— shrubs— frnit bearing plants— wild flowers. Animals-mam- 
malia— Birds — Fishes. 

The Goanty of Damlas has in itsdf no geological features of 
a very remarkable kind. From its position in rektion to the general 
system of rooks of whioh it forms a part, it is indeed less fertile 
in points of interest than are several of the counties which lie 
around it. Here are no high hills, bold elerations, or deep gullies. 
In which the rooky strata may be noted or measured, or fhmi 
widoh indications of ancient disturbances may be obtained. Vtam 
^bud character and formation of its rocks, clays, sands, and boulders, 
we would infer, that the events <^ its remote physical history, WOTe 
fyt ihe most part of a peaceful kind, and that by a slow and or- 
d^ly process the County ripened into its present lair condition. 
We can with certainty say, that it has never been greatly dis- 
turbed with earthquakes, and, that no volcanic fires have burned 
within its borders. When its lower rocks were formed thwe 
can be no doubt that Uiey were the beds and sediments of a very 
ancient ocean ; and such the whole land continued to be through 
■ a long succession of f^s, during which its several strata were 
depoiuted. Only in comparatively recent times did Dundas 
^nei^ from its watery birth-place, and take its position as part 
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of the dry hnd, which now constitutes the great continent of 
North America. 

But if Dundas be in itself wanting in special features of geolo- 
^cal interest, it is not without interest when viewed in connection 
with the system of rocks of which it forms a part. Its geological 
position may be described as the centre of a great trough, or 
basin, formed, most probably, by the depression of its area, during 
the time of the deposition of its sediment. The circumference of 
this basin appears to have remained either altogether stationary, or 
to have been but slightly elevated, while its centre was gradually 
sunk to a depth of about 1000 feet. Along the line of its diametcflr 
we consequently find the same class of rocks making their ap- 
pearance, as would be seen in succession, were we to sink a shaft 
from its surface down to its foundation. The outcrop of the strata 
of rocks which underlie the surface of the county, clearly appear 
as we travel from its centre, in any direction, north, south, east, or 
west. Go we north through the counties of either Carleton <x 
Bussel, and, crossing the river Ottawa, pass on a few miles to the 
north, we shall traverse the intermediate strata, and reach the 
Laurentide rocks, which though here rising into hills^ yet lie at 
the base of the geological system. If again we travel from the same 
point towards the west, we shall, in the same manner, reach thf 
same dass of rocks as before, in the county of Leeds or of Lanark. 
If south we direct our course, and cross the mighty St. Lawrence 
into the State of New York, we shall, a few miles from the rivtf i 
again encounter the same belts of ancient rocks. To the east, the 
counties of Stormont and Glengarry, are similar in their geological 
character to that of Dundas, but on passing to the eastern bcnrders 
of Soulanges and Yaudreuil, in Canada East, we again find the 
outcrop of the same strata, and reach the lower rocks of the 
system. In every direction we thus descend in the geological 
scale; firom the heights we reach the depths, from the hill tops we 
pass to the valleys. The highest elevation is near the City of 
Ottawa, where we meet with the Utica shale, and the lowest de- 
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pressions lie all reimd, and may be said to describe a circle of an 
irr^olar form, of from 80 to 130 miles in diameter, and with an 
area of about 10,000 sqnare miles in extent. 

Let no one, however, suppose that this mountain of rocks of 
about 1000 feet in height, is appreciable to the natural eye. 
On the contrary, the whole district which it oovers, is fbr the 
most part a level plain, at least it does not attain to an elevation 
above ilie sea, of more than 300 feet, or above the St. Lawrence 
of more than 150, and, what may seem strange to the unscien- 
tific reader, its chief apparent elevations are really its lowest 
feologi^al positions. Height and depth in geology, are it should 
be noted, not reckoned according to apparent position, but accord- 
ing as it can be shown that one stratum naturally overlies another. 
The overlying strata are higher in the scale than those which 
lie beneath, and were deposited at a period more recent than they. 
The days and sands of Dundas are thus greatly higher than 
^6 crystalline rocks of the Thousand Lsles, or even than the lime- 
^ne which is found in its own quarries. From the bottom rocks 
to the surface of the land, we find a series of stmta, rising in r^- 
nlar succession, one i^ve the other, to the height we have 
noted, Mid each presenting a different appearance from its neigh- 
bor. Such is dM general character of this great basin, of which 
IHmdas occupies about the centre. But on looking careAilly at the 
rocks which crop out upon thesurfaoeof this area, we find that it is 
Diade up of several minor basins or troughs. First, it is divided 
longitudinally into two subordinate basins, by an elevation uriiich 
appears at th« east corner of March in Carleton, Mid running east- 
wardly, keeps a course parallel to the Ottawa, as far as Mount 
Calvaire in VaudreuO. This brings up the lower rocks in Ne- 
pean, near Gloucester and East Hawkesbury. The most northern 
^vision into which the great basin is divided is the narrowest, 
and exhibits no further depressions of any note, but the southern 
division is again subdivided into three shallow subordinate troughs, 
which, although they do not effect the general configuration of the 
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ooQDtfy, aie jet important gedogioal features. The ekyatioiUi 
wUdi separate these latter, run nearlj parallel to the j^eyiotts oae, 
and expose the underlying rocks, the one on the north-west^m 
part of Montague, North Elmidej, and the western part of Moun- 
tain; and tiie other in the southern part of Oxford and Soutk 
Qtwor. These lines of elevation carried eastward into Dwida% 
wiU probably give tiie line of outcrop of the limestone in which 
the qnarries lie, and fixmi which building stone and lime may be 
obtained.^ 

But i»roperly to understand the geological oharaeter ci the Goa&- 
tj of Bundas, it is necessary, to take a general surrey of the diffe- 
rent rocks which underlie its surface. 

On looking then at its surface clays and sands we find that Uiejr 
belong to the Tertiary and Post-Tertiary epo^s of gec^ogy. They 
lie at the very top of the whole system of rocks which we tski 
coTerii^ the face of the globe, the rocks pr<^per which underlie 
tfaeae deposits belong, however, to the Lower Silurian formations 
and lie at the very base of the whole system of stratified reoka. 
Between these extremities Canada presents us with an almost en- 
tire blank. The great groups of strata which naturally c<Hne be- 
tween the Silurian and the uppar Tertiary and form so important 
a fei^ure ci the rocks of the United States and of Europe, have 
^ther never been d^>osited here, or have been washed away by 
ancieot seas. The coal measures, for example, whi<^ are so 
latgely developed in Pennsylvania and other States of the Union, 
as abo in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, have no place at all 
in Canada. Every coal-mining speculation in this Provinoe 
has proved a delusion and a snare, and brought ridicule upon 
the sanguine and foolish adventurers. We have, it is true, 
witiiin our borders many valuable minerals, by which in time our 
wealth will be greatly increased, but within the present inhabited 
or surveyed portion of our territory, coal will, it may confidently be 
asserted, be sought for in vain. Before we find coal we shall havB 
• Report Geological Sorrey of Oanada 1S51-2. 
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tateavd aflfiira8ih6RoekjMoimtainsorihearotie<sird6» Agtra, 
^t MefiOBoio formatioiis vhich occupy the middle fi^ of liiB 
^trill's strata, and in which aninuJs of strange and gigantic fbnu 
haye been found, are not represented at all in this Province, and 
Bot till we c<nne to the later Tertiary system, just before the intro- 
duction of the present forms of animal and yegetable life, do we find 
in Canada strata analogous to those of the United States and 
^£urope. That these missing strata neyer formed part ci ihe 
Canadian rodcs it would be hard to say. They may once hare 
ousted here as elsewhere. If so, wh^re Uiej have goneto we can- 
not teU, all that with confidence we can assert is that they are net 
here now ; nor as far as we know have they left any vestiges of 
their {nrevious existence behind them. 

Having thus stated what is not found in our systoai of rocks, 
we shall now briefly de8<»ribe what we do find, uid what we can 
dium as pecuMariy our own. 

We hxve first the Laurentian formation whidi lies at the found- 
a^on of all ^ rocks of the Provinoe, and is so named by Sk 
Wm. Logan, from the Laurentian Mountains, a range of k>w hills 
on the north e^re of the St. Lawrence. These rocks are of gneat 
thickness. That part of them which is exposed to observation and 
measurement is computed as having a depth of 40,000 £aet, (X 
nearly 8 miles. This may appear soarcdy credible, yet actual 
<d)6ervation so determines, and the probability is that it is rather 
an under-statement of the reality. These rocks, it is estimated, 
oover an area of about 200,000 square miles of the northern and 
c^tral portions of the Province ; that is, to this extent they come to 
the surface or lie immediately und^ the soil. They spread over 
the country to the north of the river Ottawa, and from thenoe 
crossing the Province in a southerly direction, they traverse the 
St. Lawrence between Brockville and Kingston ; they also prevail 
in the northern part of the State of New Yoric, thus forming 
the northern, western, and southern rim of ih.e Dundas baMn. To 
the east they only appear in patdies in ^the county <£ Yaudreuil, 
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but a little to the north they crop out in great masses in the 
county of Two Mountains. They thus encircle Dundas, and 
doubtiess also underlie it, forming the foundation upon which aH 
its other rocks are laid* 

That this system of rocks was once stratified there can be 
little doubt. The stratification has however been almost obli- 
terated by the process of crystallization through which the rocks 
have passed. They are, for example, largely composed of a rock 
called by the German name of Onriss, which may be described as 
a hard, tough, crystalline rock, exhibiting curved and flexured lines 
of staratification, and composed in the main of quartz, felspar, mica, 
h(»mblende, and garnet. Its crystals are broken, indistinct, and 
confusedly aggregated; but in whatever form they appear they 
never altogether lose their stratified appearance. The other and 
the most largely developed rocks of this system are however gran- 
ites of various sorts which have no apparent stratification. Many 
of them are remarkable for their lai^ crystals of felspar, quartz, 
mica, hornblende, and garnet. Those in which hornblende takes 
the place of mica, are called syenite from their resemblance to the 
granites of Syene in Egypt. The highly crystalline form of these 
granites indicate a maximum of alteration, during the process of 
which every trace of former stratification or of fossils has been 
entirely obliterated. But as a counterpoise we find extensive belts 
of crystalline limestone and marble, which give manifest evidences 
of stratification. These are remarkable features of the system and 
wherever found, afford, in the midst of surrounding barrenness, 
soil of the most fertile description. Another feature of the Lau* 
rentian system of rocks is the iron ore which it contains in inex- 
haustible quantities. From Canada alone the world could easily 
be supplied with the best iron for thousands of years. 

These rocks are of vast age and lead us back to the remotest 
periods of the world's phyedcal history. They indicate besides 
a state of things on the earth not dissimilar to that which existed 
in later periods, and in which tribes of animals and orders of plants 
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Hyed and died. Although the chemical and mechanical changes to 
which they have been sabjected, have almost if not altogether obli- 
terated every yestige of fossil forms of life, yet one or two doubtftd 
and mnch altered corallinoids have been discovered in them. The 
carbon of the iron, and thecrystals of graphite which they afford are 
also evidences of an ancient vegetation. These marks though slight 
ate yet enough for science to determine that these rocks are not in 
their primitive condition, but have been changed from their original 
stratified form into that crystalline state in which they are now 



The second system of rocks which we find in the ascending 
order, immediately overlying the Laurentian, and within the circle 
of our basin, is that of ihe Lower Silurian. This name has been 
^yen to them firom the fact of Uieir being well developed in a 
district between En^and and Wales anciently inhabited by the 
Klures. This system, in its lower and upper divisions, is widely 
spread over the world, and in this country stretches over a large 
area, attaining to a probable thickness of about 5000 feet. 
These rocks are not however the next in direct succession above 
the Laurentian. The Cambrian or Huronian series comes 
between the two, and in the neighborhood of Lake Huron attains 
a thickness of 10,000 feet But as the Huronian rocks do not 
appear within the r^on of our survey, we shall only say of them 
tliat they are the great sources of tlie cof^r which is found so 
abundantly in ^ r^ons of the Upp^ Lakes. 

The Lower Silurian rocks are divided into several formations or 
groups of strata, each distinct from the other in the character of its 
&ssils and in some respects also of its rocks. The lowest of these^ 
and that which we find in our basin in immediate proximity to 
the Laurentian, is the Potsdam Sandstone, so called from its large 
exposure at the town of the same name in the United States. 
This is a very compact and hard stone, much resembling quartzite. 
Its color varies from white to reddish and brown. It affords 
^oellent materials for building and glass-making. It is fi)und at 
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A% base of tlie hilk <m ibe norUi dioie of I3ie Ottawa ransk^ 
werterly to a point opposite Pembroke, horn wbicb place it ftnsB 
an intemipted belt wMeb tubs soatb tbroo^ the oovntieg of 
BenfreWy Lanark, Leeds, and Qrenville. At BroekviMe it crosBeS 
^ St Lawrenee, and, taking a oonrse to the sonth-^ast para&d 
with the riTer some miles firom its bank, it passes tbrtai^ tiw 
eonnties of Hnntingdcm and Beanbarnds in Canada East. At 
the latter place it again crosses the Bt. Lawrence by the St. Louis 
ra{Ads, and forms the whole eairtem boandarj of ibe conntm 
of Soulang^ and Yandrenil. It is besides found on both banks 
of the Ottawa as far as the borders of Argenteoil and Presoott. 
This rode forms the second drde of the trongh in the centre c€ 
which Dondas lies. It coTers no great area and does not in this 
Province attain a greater tbickness than about 300 feet. It u 
4ideAj remarkable as % silioious sandstone containing little lime, 
«Bd as being the lowest strata iHiich contain wdl preserved and 
well marked fossils. In it we really oome to the dawn of andlmtt 
life. Some of its layers are penetrated witb holes which are sup- 
posed to have been formed by the roots of an ancient sea plant, 
(Mr, whidi k more likely, to be the perforations of ancient sea 
worms. (SooHthua Unectris) It also contains « pretty little Mvalve 
dkell called a Lin^la from its having the shape of a toi^e, 
which curiously enough is now converted into phosphate of lime, 
and is the only species of animal that has survived all past gedogieal 
changes and now lives in the waters of the Pacific Ocean. 

Besides these and other curious forms of molluscous life there 
have been discovered in this rock, at the Village of Beauhamois 
uid other phuses, the track and footsteps of a strange animal, 
which, from the distinct marks left by it, i^pears to have had a cau- 
dal ai^ndage or tail, and from fourteen to stxte^i 1^. It is 
conjectured that the animal imprinting these marks was some 
Impedes of crustacean or cab, but of a ffunily wholly distinct from 
any thing that can be su^eiN^d by the crustacean forms of latw 
rocks or of the present day; it bas received the name oiProtech- 
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hAm. Li^dy^ toO) oUmt tneks itill mote oario«i hate been 
iisooTerod m a qnany of tlus same rook near IIm town of PerA 
in tbe Oo«nty of Lanark. '' These are impressed cm a bed whieh 
varies in thickness, in difbr^t parts, from an eighth of an ineh to 
tbee inches. Th^ consist of a nnmbtf <^ paraUel ridges and 
farrows, something like i^ple marks, which are arranged between 
two narrow coniuinons parallel ridges givii^ to the whole impression 
afinrn very like tbit of a lacMer ; and as tbewhde form is nsvally 
fSmAj sinoons it locks like a rope laddw.''* The breadth <d the 
trails 18 about lozmehes and three quarters to the out^ side. The 
kffB of the ridges and the bottom of the furrows are somewhat 
rranded. There runs along the track a ridge intermediate 
betwe^ the two parallel ride ridges, whidi ahhou^ not so c<»- 
ipiouous as these, is yet seld(»n altogether wanting. Naturafists 
to whcnn specimens of those curbus tracks hate been exhibited 
eoiiAd^ tl^m to have been made by some gigantk impedes of 
iDoHuso or shell fish. From the resemblanoe of the track to a 
ladder, the name prqKMed for it is CHmacUckmtei WU&onif ^ke 
speoifio designation being in compliment to its discoverer Dr« 
Wibon of Perth. These are the ohief fossils which have been 
foond in the Potsdam Sandstone; unless it be that recent dbnor- 
Mies by Sir Wm. Logan fead to the condusion that tins formatien 
is the equivalent <^ the Qud)ec group of rooks, then we n^all have 
to consider it as containing a lai^ and important group rf primi- 
tive forms of h&f whidi vriU ally the Potsdam roeks with Hub 
pfimordial tone of the Bc^mian Oedogists. This iriU veiy 
likdy be the ease. 

The third formation to wUeh we come in our upward cows^ 
bthat of the Oaldferous Sandrook — a limestone so called firom its 
containing move ^ kes sand. In some parts of the country this 
lock is called by the farmers '' Bastard Limestone." It folkm 
the same course as tdiat rf the other fovmationa above desodbedy 
only that it cov«» a much larger area of the cou^ry than the 
"^ • •Canadian KataiaHst Tel. T. p. )te. 
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Potsdam. It appears eztemdvely in the coimties of Lanark,. 
Garleton, Grenville and Leeds. It crosses the St. Lawrence at 
Prescott, and forms the entire southern bank of the river down to 
the County of Beauhamois. It margins also the north bank 
from the County of Stormont down to the borders of Soulanges. 
From this point it runs west into Glengarry, at the northern part 
of which it forms a sharp angle and turns to the north, passing 
through Hawksbury and on to Ottawa river, on the south ^ore 
of which it is seen in many localities from Carillon to the Chatts* 
In Canada it is supposed to attain a thickness of about 250 feet, 
but in this district its probable depth is about 100. It affords 
good buUding materiab at Brockville and Prescott ; and although 
very few beds of the formation yield good lime, such however 
does occur in some parts, as at Brockville and Merrickville. The 
lime there is dark-colored, but effective in giving strength to the 
mortar made from it. The strata are comparatively barren of 
fossils, and those which are found are generally in a bad state of 
preservation. Several convoluted and spiral shells have been dieh 
covered, along with well-marked traces of sea-weeds, or Aicoids. 

The/ovTth formation to which we come is that of the Chazy, so 
called from a place of the same name in the United States. The 
name has been given to it by the New York geologists, and adopted 
in Canada. It follows the same circle as the previous rocks, only 
it is more circumscribed than they are. It passes through the 
eastern part of Carleton, and skirts the western part of the County 
of Dundas. It then runs east, parallel with the river, to Ute 
Counties of Stormont and Glengarry, and pursues a course precisely 
similar to that of the Cakiferous Sandrock, only occupying an inner 
belt of the great basin. The limestones found in the southern part 
of Dundas and to the north west belong to this group. At Packen- 
ham they afford a marble <rf*a dark chocolate color, very compact and 
susceptible of a fine polish. They also contain in some plaoes 
hydraulie lime, or cement, a material that does not slake when 
moistened with water, but forms a mortar which hardens under 
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water. In the neighborhood of Marmora, a lithographic stone of 
a superior quality is also found in abundance.* 

The fossils of this formation are more numerous and better 
preserved than those of the previous one. They are chiefly mol- 
lusGSy with crustacean trilobites, and are sufficiently characteristio 
to entitle the strata to a specific name. 

In general the Chazy is regarded as the first member of the 
Trenton group of rocks, so called on account of the exposure of 
its most characteristic strata at Trenton, in the United States. 
Along with the Chaiy, this group comprises the Birdseye, Black 
Biver, and Trenton limestones. These rocks are almost always 
pure gray, blue, buff, or blackish limestones, very regularly stra« 
tified. It is upon this group that the County of Dundas reposes* 
The rocks which it comprises do not all come to the surface, and 
can only be known to exist by sections found in river channels 
and in quarries. They doubtless underlie the whole county to the 
depth of more than one hundred feet. Their whole thickness in 
Canada is about 500 feet. They are extensively spread over the 
country which lies between the Ottawa and the St. Lawrence, and 
in a great measure fill up the centre of the Dundas basin. They 
repose upon each other in regular order, and in some places seem 
to blend one with the other. Some fossils are peculiar to each of 
the four divisions, while others, and by far the greatest number, 
prevail throughout the whole. At the city of Ottawa the whole 
attains a thiduiess of about 500 feet, and the several members of 
the group are packed fvJi of organic remains. The waters in 
which they w^e deposited must have been filled with incalculable 
numbers of living creatures. Badiates, articulates, and molluscs, 
there abounded. There are, it is upon good reason conjectured, 
vastly more animals buried in one cubic mile of the Trenton lime- 
stone, than there are living at any one time on the whole continent 
of America.t They all too belong to extinct q)eci^, nearly all to 

•Report-Geological Survey of Canada 1861-2. 
fCanadiaa Naturalist Yol. I. p. 39. 
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oztuMt genera, and many ot them to orders wldeh became uriu^ j 
exterminated myriads of ages i^o. It would be out of plaoe for 
Its rither to name or to describe these carious and interesting 
fessOs. Names have been given them of a technical and learned 
kind, which few of our readers woold understand or care to make 
oui We shall describe them sufficiently for our purpose, when 
we say that they comprise multitudes of spiral and flat, single and 
double-shelled shell-Mi, a large number of animals like crabs and 
bbsters, several like the common star-fish and sea urchin of our 
sea-coast, multitudes of a class of animals with bug foot-stalks 
and heads like flowers, which are commonly ealled sea-lillies^ 
crowds of corals of several genera and q>edes. In fact it may be 
said that the rocks of this entire group are one mass of remains 
ctf such kinds of animals, broken up into minute fragments, and 
cemented together with a crystklline-like substance called cale^tinter, 
a d^OEdt from calcareous water. If the smallest fragment of the 
Trenton rocks be, for example, ground very thin and transparent, 
on looking at it with the low power of a microscope it will be 
ae^i to contain numerous fragments of corals and shells, packed 
eksely together.^ It may be truly said tiiat thro^hout a large 
part of Canada, and specially in Dundas, the peo|^e live upon the 
graves of extinct forms (^Hfe, and build their houses with the bones 
of the dead. Almost all the stone edifices from Kingston eastward, 
are built up from the foaHfinrous rocks of this formation. These 
animals were the sources from which chiefly the lime of the rocks 
was derived. The waters of the ^urian seas were largely charged 
with lime, and the animals which lived in them, by the aid of tteir 
peculiar organs, and by a process of secretion, drew from the water 
ihe Ume which it held in solution, forming it into shells or houses 
&r themselves, «id, when they died, left it behind them fer the 
vam of other animals, tib^r successors. We thus see how mnful 
the tiniest creatures may be, and how their labors through eount* 
less ages mVy all be directed by the Great Artificer for the benefit 
•Oanadiaii Hatnralist Tel. IF. ^ lAl. 
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of mankind. Better stones for building purposes, for our climate, 
could not well have been provided than are found in the strata of 
the. Trenton group. The frost does not injure them ; they are 
not very porous ; and although somewhat sombre in appearance, 
their neutral tints yet harmonise well with our bright sunshine 
and our clear blue sky. 

The rocks proper of Dundas end with the Trenton limestone. 
Higher than this ihey do not rise. But above these rocks we find 
large sedimentary deposits of clays, sands, and boulders, the origin 
and character of which we shall now endeavor to describe. 

These superficial depoints, although lying very much on the sur- 
&ce, and exposed every where to observation, are yet, perhaps, 
less known and understood, than are the rocks upon which they 
rest. They are the most recent of the strata which ancient oceans 
have left behind them, and are of the greatest interest, as affording 
an index to the conditions of the earth and its climate, at a period 
next before that at which man was created. 

These clays and sands belong partly to the Pliocene, or latest, 
Tertiary, and partly to the Post-Tertiary systems of European 
Geologists. Some of the American Qeologists, in accordance with 
French precedent, class them in their first syst«mi of rocks, styled 
Quaternary, thus immediately delating them with the underlying 
Tertiary. In our earlier Canadian Reports, the upper part of 
these deposits received the name of Lawrencian, but this we pre- 
sume will now be altogeth^ abandoned and that name be reserved 
exclusively for the crystalline rocks at the base of our system. 
Pliocence, or recent Tertiary, and Post-Tertiary are the names by 
which they are at present best known, and most commonly desig- 
nated. 

These deposits are spread over the area which lies between 
the Ottawa and St. Lawrence and generally conceal the older 
formations. They consist of days gravels and sands with boulders 
of every size. Good sections of them may be seen on the Biver 
St Lawrence all the way down from DickinsQn's Landing. They 

M 
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oeeopj, toe^mooli of &e 80u& bank of the Ottawa, and areezbiUied 
(Hi all the tnbutarj streams of the country. 

They may be properly diyided into two dulcet formations, 
eadi deposited under diffarent cnrenmstanees &om ihB other, and 
seperable by the charaeters of their e(mtained fossils. The low^ , 
IB commonly known as the '^ Boulder formation or Drift'' and tbe 
upper as the " Post-Tertiary or recent." The fiipt has no r^ular 
4>rtratification, and presents evidences (^hai?ing be^ formed during 
41 period when a force of some kind,^ not yet satis&ctoriiy explained, 
^as applied to the northern portion ci ihe earth, in suck a maimtf 
:a0 to grind down its sur&oe, break its roeks in peoes, and transport 
ihe debris to great distances southward. 

Wherever the Drift is exposed, it is seen teo(»sist of a confiisaci 
unass of rounded stones Gt every ske, i^m that g£ a small pebUe 
4o a large block or boulder weighing several hundreds of tons, 
^tese are usuafiy embedded in a toi^h day, and sometiiBes m 
roemented together as to require ihe aid of bbistiBg to Inreak tkcan 
»up. The boulders are, many of l^em, of the same kind of rock 
aa that which is found in ih& Beighb(»hood, but a large pr(^r^ 
tion (^ Ihese consists of rocks Iraaspcnrted &om distant aed north- 
em r^ons. These latter are more nmnded than the form^ in 
>eonaequenoe of the rubbing wh4ch they have received in the course 
ef th^ migsation. When Ibis Di^ forma the swr&ce of the fielda, 
:tit& ^Eirmer who owns the land will find hknsdf greatiy aanoyied 
by ^ inniuttopable re«md 8tOBe» oovonng^ iua felds, hiBdenng 
^ttvation, and hqpe&ig his j^ugh.* 3?o r«BOv& iJie bouUttg 
from sui^ keaHtieek ahnost labor invaui^ fbr aftec a few years a 
frerii crop wiU woi^ up &em the deposit Mow asdt take the pboe 
-of the others, better leave such fields to natural pasture^ ov to 
prkmiive bush. There is not nmdk of thift Drift. £»;matlon ex- 
posed in Dvmcha. That iiUes next abom the. rDckaisoertani,aMl 
& manyj^aoeewtttbefeoad mthed^giii^of wel^^ If ii ha 
.asked) l^w^eame tbese stones, okys^ and sanda to. be depoated in 

"^ ^ «(eanadian Katuralist, vol. l,p. 321. 
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sndi TUt musmj and to be so widely dislrilmted eror ike horitk- 
em hemisphere of the globe ? In reply, we mnut say, thai tk» 
qoestion is easier pat than answered. We ean only saj^KMe that 
pfeviess io the iatrodnotion of our present system of things, the 
^reat part of the north was nnd^r water, and, that the Aictie i 
ecmnent, which fiows irom the north-east to the south-west, in 
of being defleeted to the Atlantie Ocean, made a dean sweep o^rer 
^hsQ entiire northon part of America, in its course to the shores of 
the Bocky Mountains, and to the Pacifio. At that time it it akMi 
poesibkr, and most likely, that the aocumulatims of ice in tii« 
Aiotio and snb-aretio cirdea were carried 1^ the current witfi 
great vdoeily to the south. That ice wocdd necessarily oantaia 
masses (^ stone broken from the rocks of the northern regions, 
and these passii^ oyer the rocky bottmn of the sea would grind it 
dnEwa into nnd or bveak it up inta fragments ; and, as the^ m^ 
dissolved, either under the influence of a wanner tenqieratufe, ct 
a sommer'a sun, the rodcs contained in it would drop to ths 
bottcm of the sea, and there be imbedded in iAa clay and sand^ 
they would also be frorther rdled and ground into round forms If 
snbsequent migrations of similar Mocks oi ice. This theo^is- 
oonftrmed 1^ the fact that ^be sur&oe of the limestone ro^s^ 
almost wherever eiqposed^ is either smoothly polished, or is nkarked 
hy grooves and cuts,. paraM to one ano&er, and for the most pact! 
nmning in a son^westertf direction. These grooves* ave asdbar^ 
and clear as if ikay had been cut oiriy recestly by a mason^ 
doseL* The bouUon abo themselres arc often seored fongitiP' 
^&uiHy witb simikr marks, afl as if they had been sulgeoted t» m 
ypooess of ooBtiviiousraspuig<aBd ruMnng. It is thaathatweind^ 
nottded frag^nents of the LaurentianL rodcs qanadfar and wid^ 
over tiie continent, and dso thai tiie boulder day contains rcpsik 
sentirtives/fromahaoBteveKystratai which lis north of it. Soulii^ 
eni rooks are never foftnd iui the nort^ but n€sthiM» are constant^ 

*CaaadiaB Naturalist, vol. ir, p. 325. 
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found in the south, and the further south they haye been carried, 
the more are they rounded and marked. 

But over this unstratified Drift formation we have a Post-Tertiary 
system of stratified clays and sands^ which covers a great part of 
the country, and forms the chief part of our smls. These strata 
appear to have be^i deposited in quiet, deep water, They also 
. contain boulders, and, in some places these are very numerous. 
They may, however, be accounted for on the supposition that 
during the Drift period, the sea was gradually sinking, until, at the 
Post-Tertiary epoch, it had sunk so low as no loi^r to be reached 
by the ice which passed over its surface. The result would be 
that, while the sediment lay undisturbed, there would also drop 
into it from the melting ice the stones and boulders which it con- 
tained. These stones would thus be found in greater numbers 
along the course of some rapid current, or in those parts at which 
the channel was narrow. Such we may suppose is the condition 
of the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean at this day. K its northern 
divisions were exposed, there would doubtless be found a regular 
deposit of sediment, containing stones and rocks brought by the 
floating ice from the northern arctic r^ons. During the time 
that these Post-Tertiary strata were being deposited, there can be 
no doubt that much of Lower Canada was under water. It is also 
not improbable that a process of ebvation had commenced and was 
going on, and that in its later penod the sea was bounded both to 
the north and to the west with indented and sinuous shores. There 
would then be estuaries and creeks, and, most likely, rivers and 
streams of fresh water flowing from the land. That there was a 
terrestial v^tation, the fossils found at Green's creek, on the 
Ottawa, clearly demonstrate. Nodtiles of indurated clay have 
there been obtained, which contain, besides marine fossils, the 
leaves and twigs of trees, grass and other plants all indicating a 
vegetation not dissimilar to that which now covers the land. 

The fossils of this formation are very numerous. Skeletons of 
whales and seals have been found in its clays. The common 
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Capelan (Mallotas vilhsus) so abundant at the present day in the 
gnlfoftheSt. Lawrence, as also the lump-sucker {Cychpteria 
lumpus) a fish common in the Atlantic, have been found at 
Green's Creek and other places.* The remains of Littoral sea- 
weeds and Q^ sponges are abundant. Several spiral shells, a 
scallop and a numbar of bivalves are found over a wide area of 
tsountry, and occupy such positions as to indicate that they lived 
and died where they now lie. The common mussel {Mytilus 
edulU) which everyone knows about who has been at the sea-side, 
is found in abundance. The number of species which the forma- 
tion contains, is very considerable, and what is remarkable, is 
that they have almost all, if not all, living reprepentatives in the 
Gulf of the St. Lawrence or on the Atlantic coast at the present 
day. The sea of these ancient days was thus unlike the sea of 
the still more ancient Silurian period, but was similar to that 
which we now find upon our coasts, in its temperature and in the 
forms of life which it contained. 

As the materials of this Post-Tertiary sedimentary deposit 
enter largely into the surface soils of the County of Dundas, it may 
be well to say a few words as to their composition. We have 
noted that they are the debris of the older rocks, ground into 
various degrees of fineness by the action of water and masses of 
ice. This being the case, they will contain materials of the 
same character ai9 are found in those rocks, mixed up and 
blended togetha: by the violent processes to which they have been 
subjected. As those rocks contain quartz, felspar, mica, gar- 
netj homblende, iron, lime, with* its carbonates and phosphates, 
sodium, potassium, a smsdl amount of bituminous substance, ($^c., 
it will follow that the sands and clays will be made up, in various 
proportions of these elements. Our soil will thus contain in it 
all the mineral properties of those older rocks, and these are all 
both suitable and necessary for the growth and nourishment 
of plants. We shall thus certainly never want silica, or flint 

* Canadian Naturalist vol. y. p. 238. 
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whkh k flo Beeessary foar the stalks oi omr eeveal plants. Of 
limd we shall always have aa Abundanee. Potassmm will g^ie- 
ralfy be found in serviceable quantities, unless it be carried 
off in firewood or for the purposes of eommeroe. The decay 
of our present vegetation has, over and above, jH^vided in 
most psurts of the country, a oonsiderable amount o£ caarbona- 
ceous subst^ioe. The things which we most lade are the nitro- 
genoos materials such as salts of ammonia, and the phosphateSy 
without a certain proportion of which crops will never thrive. 
These are in least quantities in our soils, and may easily, hj a 
series of orc^, and light tillage, be w(»rked out, as they have been 
in hundreds of acres in Canada East. It is to the supply of iiieBe 
that onr farmers must look for the :foture fertility of their farsis. 
If year by year they are taking them out of the soil in the shape 
of cereal crops, and neglect to return them in some othet fo^m, 
their ehildren will have to lament, and w(md^ at, the folly of thdr 
fathers. 

From the sands and gravels of this Post-Tertiary system, excel- 
lent materials are found ready-made for ^ne ccoistruction oi good 
roads. 

Some of the clays too, especially those which eontain the largest 
wnount (^ Potsdam and Gakiferous sand, afford good materials 
&T brick, and may be obtained in almost every part of the country. 
Many of the days are no doubt too calcareous to make good brick, 
but there are few localities in which day may not be found suitable 
for this purpose. 

We have t^us gone over the main features of the geologieal sys- 
tem of which Dundas forms a part. Our survey has led us ba^ 
to periods of time immensely ancient, and to conditions of our 
planet very different from that which it now enjoys. Forms and 
fashions of life have been noted which are long since extinct, but 
which served the purposes of wisdom and goodness for which they 
were created. Each, however humble, had its own place to fiU 
and its own work to do, and each contributed its share to the 
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^mning and bixil(&g vp of tUs beaittiful wotld for the dw^ 
Ifiig pkoe oi man. It is besides noteworthyy that however diverse 
in q>ecific forms aU these ancient creatures w^re, from the animals 
which now inhabit the seas, they were yet all formed upon the 
«ame types as Hiose of our present animal kingdom. They were 
molhises, articulates, and radiates as our animals are. The same 
mind whidi planned the one {banned also the other. As t^ere 
are no bounds to tiie resources of the Divine Wisdom, so there 
are, in every stage of the Creator's work, an infinite variety of 
adaptation to new circumstances and for the effecting of forth^ ends. 
Till man was made there a|^>ear, from the records of tilie rocks, to 
lave been a constant creation of new forms of life and an eztinc- 
tum of preceding species. A few only have been carried up from 
ihe earliest times to the present; but with the creation of man, 
acts of creation have ceased. We know c^ some animals and 
fdants dying out since the human period but of none that have 
l>een brought into being. These, and other equally manifest &ctB 
m (Geology, confirm the Biblical account of creation, and are one 
proof, amoi^ many others, that the Creator of the world was the 
Bevealer of the Word. 

From ^e earth and its crust let us now for a little pass on to 
the v^tation with which the County of Dundas is covered. 

Of the forest trees ^diich are the most conspi^ious features of 
the county, we need not say much. Every farmer who has 
handled the axe and waged war with these aboriginal occupants of 
the soil, knows very well what they are, and what are their pecu* 
liarities and habits. In the primitive forest, which not many gene- 
rations ago covered the County of Dundas, the lordly pines (Fifws 
S^obus) which lifted tlieir heads one hundred feet and more into 
the dcy, must have been conspicuous objects of admiration. They 
yi^ded too a handsome profit to the first settlers, who, eager for 
gain, waged a war of extermination against these giants of the 
bush. The pine is now almost a stranger in Dundas, and, unless 
eoltivated for its useful timber, will soon cease to form a feature 
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of the forest. Besides this white pine, the red (P. resinosd), yel- 
low {P, mitid), and pitch (P. rigida) pines are also found, but 
these too on account of the nature and usefulness of their wood 
are fast thinning out. A pity it is, that no one will plant these 
noble denizens of the forest, and thus perpetuate a family of trees 
than which none have been more serviceable to the early settlers. 
A few straggling Norway pines may be seen on Goose-neck Island 
opposite Williamsburgh Church. They have probably been intro- 
duced either by design or accident; they are not, so far as we 
are aware, indigenous to our soil. 

Nearly all the varieties of trees which are common to Upper Can- 
ada maybe found in the woods of Dundas, excepting black walnut 
and white wood, {Juglans nigra, and Siriodendron Tulipi/era), 
The former only begins to appear at Brockville and the Thousand 
Islands, the latter has its limit still further west. Many of the species 
of oak, elm, beech, birch, maple, ash, spruce, larch, &c., are common 
to the forest. The balsam fir {Abies balsamea), from which the cele- 
brated Canada balsam is obtained, abounds and clothes the land- 
scape in the winter with its sombre green. The hemlock spruce, 
(J[. Canadensis), is common everywhere. When young it is one of 
the most graceM of trees. In spring it shoots out with great 
beauty its light spreading spray and bright green silvery foliage. 
When old it looks scrubby, its wood is, too, coarse grained and 
poor. It is remarked of it that its peak always droops slightly 
towards the east, and may be taken as an almost infallible guide 
by the lost traveller. 

Tamarack or hackmatack (Jjarix Americana), is also found in 
the swamps of Dundas. This also is a slender and beautiful tree, 
and its wood is of some value for mechanical and building pur- 
poses. The white cedar or American arbor vitae (Thuja ocddenr 
talis), is found abundantly in moist places, probably also the red 
cedar, (Juniperus Virginianus), is foand in some of the dry and 
rocky parts of the county. Very little oak now remains, and the 
red or rock elm (JTImusfulva) is scarce. Swamp elm (JT, Ameri- 
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ccmd) is however abundant, and is mannfaotared into staves. The 
white ash (Fraginus Americana) is also plentiful in the woods, 
and is used to some extent for ships oars. The hickory {Gary a 
alba) so peculiar to this continent, also flourishes in Dundas. It 
is a tall and handsome tree. It is largely manufactured into 
hand spikes ; 20,000 of these in their rough state were shipped 
from Dundas in 1859. 

The maple, (Acer saccharinum) the most beautiful and useful 
of American trees, is found in great perfection throughout the 
whole county of Dundas. It covets a good soil, and generally 
occupies the most elevated locations. It is valuable for ita sugar- 
yidLding properties, but the quantity manufactured is yearly 
decreaaing, both from the destruction of the trees, and firom the 
&ct that the farmers find they can employ their time and labor to 
better purpose. Alex. Colquhoun of Williamsburgh, used to make 
yearly about 4000 lbs., but this quantity is now reduced to between 
300 and 400 lbs. The finest trees are also rapidly falling a prey to 
the woodman's axe. Large quantities of them are annually cut up 
for fire-wood, much of which is exported to the east for consumption. 
Beautiful samples of the variety called birds-eye maple, which 
might be turned to profitable account by the cabinet makers, are 
in this way annually consumed. For manufacturing purposes it is 
not in large demand, although very beautiful and suitable for 
ornamental furniture, it yet does not possess sufficient toughness 
or strength to make it profitable for general use. 

Next to the maple, the beech (Fagm fenruginea) and the birch 
(Betula alba, aiad B, lenta) are the woods of most value, both for 
manufacturing purposes and for firewood. These also are pro- 
duced in our forests. 

Of ornamental trees and shrubs, we have the flowering dog- 
wood {Comu8 Florida), the wild plum {Prunus Americana), and 
cherry (P. Virginiana), useful in their way, and favorites with 
the boys. The staghom sumach {Ehus typhina) grows plentiftdly 
and with its bright red flowering spikes, is frequently found in 
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the en^borade of tke hrxnnatti fruit beartBg^rape-Tnie, {YUU So* 
brwcd), Tke dd^ {Sambueus Ocmadentis) snd tlie snoimtaui 
wAiy (Pyrm Amerioana) with their redberriet, and the fonner witk 
its fragraQt flow^ns, acbm the cMrts o^ihewooia and the banks of 
tiie rivers and streams. Amoag the useful shntbs we must not omit 
to mention the well known huckleberry, whidi is found in Duor 
das. It affords a pleasant berry, much used and prised for calinftry 
forposes, and for winter preserves. They may too be <e2^rted 
with pro&t when gatiiered l^ diildren. It is the Gat^Msatda re*¥' 
yio«a of botanists, and is widely spread ovar the wh(de northern put 
of the continent. Allied to it k the common Imt useMcranberrj 
{ Vaecinium fmusroearpunt) which aboundsin the mardies and might 
i» made an article of profitable export. Tl» ri^pberry also £& 
two species, {Eubiis slriffotusy R, ocddeiUalU) the common and 
the t^iindbleberry, grow in cleared places of the bui^ and hj the 
road sides in great luxuriance. The 'mUd strawberry (Frag^arim 
tiewa) is also gatlieied in quantities and used as an article of 
feod. 

There are, besides these pluits, a large number of flowering 
inrbs and grasses found adorning the woods and the streoais of 
^his counfy. 

The vinous pitcher plant {Sarracmia purpurcucens) growA 
in the swamps. The wake-robin (^Trillium grandifiorvm, T 
wectum, and T, erythrocarpym,) is a beautiM and i^und«it 
spring flower, and takes the place of the white lilly of Europe. 
The anemone (^Anenome Virgifdoma cmd A PeMMylvanica) Uooms 
with great beauty in summer, and is a good substitute for ttie 
daisy. The crowfoots {BamMcahu acris and R,ftamHla)j deck 
the fields with yellow flowers, familiar to old country fcAks. Various 
violas, ydiow, white, and streaked with pink, spot ih.Q green sward 
with their pretiy flowers. The tall bright pink fire weed {Epiio- 
hivm paibiA^re)^ together witib the varieties dP bright yellow gdden 
rod (SoUdago)^ are eoni^iouous every where. The pretty fringed 
gentiaa {Oen4Mna orimta) with its dusters of pale blue flow- 
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«CB, m^y be ibmid in dfj aikl retired pkees; also ike cadtii»l 
ik>wer {Lehelia tardinalU)^ wit& itg large spike of briltianlt 
soariet flowers, nuiy be seen in the meadows and swamps. 
The tall Canada m^ein (Yerbasemn thapdui)^ is also atxm- 
^knons but harmless weed; the most that can be sadd of it is, 
ibat it harboars numerous tribes of insects. The milk-weeds 
{^Asc^e^ncui), are abo focrad in every negleeted field. The Boseset, 
« bitter herb, (^Eupatarinm per/blvxtum), and mneh used aa « 
medicine is fiiond. It ismsefolas a tonic and expectorast, and is 
b«ieficial Ibr the oizre of colds. It has a head of whitie^ dowie^ 
flowers, with large p(»nted leaves elasjnng the stalk, and may be 
ionnd abundantly in autumn along the skirts of rich woods, or by 
the sides of stareams. The Turtle-head or shell-flower (jChelomJt 
yktbra), with its white flowers not unlike the unopened petals of 4 
white fax-glove, and very like the head of a snake, grows also in 
moist places. It is a ^vourite Indian medicine ; being eztr^nely 
bitter it makes an excellent tonic. The beautafalHttie golden l^xread 
{OopHs trifoUc^ may ako be found in the month of June, in ihe 
shady and moist parts of the woods. It has a root of long bri^t 
yeQow fibres, from which it derives its name. It is known by its 
pretty white flowers. The root is exoeedingly bitter and is used 
as a medicine fc»r its astringent properties. We shall only further 
name the wild verbena or vervain, {Verbena officinalis), a tall 
slender plant which commonly grows by the road sides and in diy 
barren places. It is from one to three feet in he^ht, and its 
long tapering head is covered with small purplish flowers. We 
mention it specially, as we have been informed by those who have 
practical knowledge of the fiust, that it is a sovereign remedy for 
the poison (tf the poison ivy, (Rhus toxicodendron), which when 
touched is so very injurious to some people. The ox-«ye dazi^ 
(Jjeucanihermem vulgare) is beginning to appear in the eounty. 
It is a native of Europe, and has become naturaHzed in America, 
greatly to the injury of the fermOT. It is a most prolific weed. 
Its seeds are l^oa, and its roots are perennials We warn tlie 



188 STUDY OF BOTANY. [CHAP. 

farmers of Dundas in time to be on their gaard against this perni- 
cious weed. It should be rooted up wherever found and on no 
account permitted to seed. Other plants might be mentioned, but 
these are the most prominent with which the woods are adorned* 
But time and space would fail us to tell of the beauties, virtues, and 
vices, of all the flowering plants with which the forests and river 
banks of Dundas abound. On both land and water there are 
almost countless forms of vegetable life, each differing &om the 
other, and all displaying in wonderful perfection the wisdom and 
goodness of our Father in Heaven who made them all. If the 
few notes whidh we have given prove of any interest to our 
readers, and lead them to note and examine the plants for them- 
selves, they will be abundantly rewarded by the study. The grasses 
alone which with singular beauty wave their graceful forms by 
every stream, and on every meadow, would prove an interesting 
subject of enquiry. Some of these might be found of use in agri- 
culture. They are sufficiently ornamental, and if only they could 
be cultivated with the same advantage as timothy (Phleum pro- 
tense), they would be of service to the farmer. "We close this 
brief account of the v^tation of Dundas, expressing a hope that 
some farmers will do posterity the service of planting upon a few 
acres of their, for the most part, too large farms, some of our 
finest and most valuable trees. If any one will do this, we are 
sure that their children will bless them, and the generations to 
come will call them wise. 

Before concluding this chapter, we must give some brief account 
of the indigenous animals as well as the plants which inhabit our 
County of Dundas. We shall, however, only allude to some of 
the most curious and striking. The moose-deer and the beaver, 
which once had their abodes in the forest, have long since disap- 
peared. The antlers of the former and the meadows of the latter 
may still be seen, to attest that once they existed here. Within 
the last ten years, individuals of the wolf, the bear, the fox, the 
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de^, the raooon, and other wild animals, have been killed within 
two miles of the riyer front. In 1859 a huge American cougar, 
or panther, (^Felis concolor\ measuring 8 ft. 4 in. in length, was 
shot at Croil's Island. It was discovered perched high up in a 
tree by one of the farmers. Its depredations amounted to some 
twenty or thirty sheep. The skin was stuffed, and is now we 
believe in the Ottawa Museum. The wolverine, the lynx, and the 
wild-cat are reputed inhabitants of the forest, and are said to be 
sometimes seen, but of these we cannot speak with certainty. 
Theconmion red fox ( VulpesfulvuB), the silver-gray ( F. argentataB)^ 
and the black fox ( V, decuasatus), are frequently found about the 
&rms and in the woods. The skin of the first is worth one dollar, 
of the second from five to ten, and of the third forty. There are 
also crosses of the different breeds. 

Of the smaller wild animals, the martin {Mustela Americcmd), 
the mink {JPutorivs vison), the muskrat (Fiber zibethicus), the 
skunk {Mephitis chinga)^ &c. &c., are frequently seen. 

The seal is by no means an uncommon visitor, although we may 
well wonder how it surmounts the rapids of the St. Lawrence. 
Scarcely a winter passes without one or more of them being seen. 
During one winter a group of them wintered with us, and were 
frequently observed sporting themselves in the water, and at times 
lying upon the edge of the ice. One of them was shot and 
brou^t ashore, and was reinresented to be little dsethan a shape- 
less mass of fat. It weighed about 200 lbs. 

The birds that visit us are the eagle, hawk, crow, owl, whip- 
poor-will, bat, swallow, robin, lark, tern, gull, snipe, kingfisher, 
blackbird, woodpecker, cuckoo, wild pigeon, goose, duck, lune or 
northern diver, wood duck, snowbird, hummingbird, with many 
others. Many very large and beautiful specimens of the white 
owl are annually shot and stuffed. 

The fish to be found in the river along our sh(Mre are the 
maskinonge, pike, pickerel, salmon, sturgeon, bass, chub, sucker, 
perch, eel &c. 
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These M an easy prey to ilie angkr m a great variety of wi^^ 
ike old faaMoned hodc and line is used for the smaller kinds, mas- 
Idnenge aAd ^e are taken by trolling with aUye minnow, (Nfmtk 
apiece of Inniss in the form €i a spoon, which receives a yibrating^ 
motion from the headway of the boat, and seems to aUnre the 
hungry fish. Bat by &r the greater number are eai^ht dnringthe 
^iHT*rttf^ of the ni^id;, by tlue expert is9& of ^ Bjpear, aided by 
iht light of a flaming pine-wood torch, kept burning in an iron 
basket in &ont of the canoe. Nothing can be conceived more 
beaatiful than the aspeet of the river on aealm snmmer^s night when 
it is thus illuminated by these fishermen, frequently 20 canoes, each 
with a bright light burning in the bow, may be counted at one time. 
The effect is more observable when one is driving on the road on a 
dark night. The approach of one of these ^* Mi lights '' cast a lurid 
glow upon every thing around, as it stealthily passes along the shore, 
and the sooty countenance and eager attitude <^ ihe spearman, as 
he wheels suddenly from one side to anotiier, become dii^inctly vid- 
Me. It sometimes happens that a sturgeon weighing from seventy 
to ei^ity pounds is taken in this way, and it requires no small 
tact aa well as strength to land him in the boat. Large numbers 
of sturgeon are taken at the Longue Sault Island, and are chiefly 
valuable for the '^ sounds " which are converted into ialnglass. Eels 
are numerous from two and a half to three and a half feet in lei^thi. 
In winter they resort in ^' schook,*' to mud banks^ in which they^ 
bury themselves in uneonscions dumber; but even here their- 
enemy finds them out, their usual resorts come to be known, a 
hole ia cut in the ioe^ and with a spear twenty foet or more in. 
kngdi) the erud fidkermaa continues te strike into the mud, until 
keeomee upon the sleeping fomily. Not anfirequen% three or 
flnor hundred wiE be taken outof one nest. The flei^ is esteented 
good. The ^n is used for making ligatiures, being remarkaUj 
tan^ and scmielimeB also is used as a belt around the body, a» an 
ntidote to hurimgQor rheninatiwi. LbMrds avd frqge (aHas 
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Canadian nightingales) abound. The boll-lrog may be beard 
xoaring, literally like a bull, at the diatanoe of a mile or more. 

Bears are usnalfy oanght in large iron traps, and afterwards 
shot. The wolf in a similar manner. The fox, more wily, is 
not so easily trapped. Frequently he is hunted into a hollow 
lying tree ; the open end being jdugged, he is gradually pinned 
up at one end, where a hole is cut with an az, and reynard, pulled 
out by the brush, receiyes his death blow by a smart stroke on his 
snOut. The deer is hunted by hounds, and invariably makes for 
the nearest river. If he reaches it, he plunges in and swims for 
his dear Hfe with amazing rapidity. Canoes are manned and an 
exciting chase ensues. When he is shot or felled with an oar if the 
venison cannot be transported, the carcase is suspended from the 
neuttst) tree and flayed, the hunters regale themsdves with a steak 
of vmuson, dressed by the osmp-fire, and the hide and horns are 
hooQ^bt home as a trophy. 

Spaoe will not permit us farther to enlarge on the aatural hi»> 
tory of our county. We have said enou^ to show that it contains 
mvtcti that is both curious and us^ul. It is to be hoped that ere 
long, imder the auspices of our Agricultural Society, accurate 
lists may be obtained of the plants and animals which make thei» 
home in the county, and that some of the rising generation of 
eviuoated ^ung meiai will undertake this labw of love* 
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Canadian agriculture — ^Rotation of crops — Systems of farming — ^Dutch, 
Scotch, Irish systems — Breeds of domestic animals — Of renting 
lands — Of the shares system — Of tile draining — Of laborers- 
Implements of husbandry — &c., &c. 

Agriculture in Canada, is in a singularly interesting and pecu- 
liar position. Unlike the densely peopled regions of tlie old world 
where agriculture has grown up with the growth of ages, it here 
exists in all the stages, which, during the world^s wide history it 
has ever assumed. We do not require to move far from home to 
find ourselves cut oflf from all traces of civilization : in our own 
county we may travel for miles through the woods, and save the 
rough road on which we travel, may see little to indicate that the 
foot of the white man has ever gone before us. In seeking to 
reach a distant back woods settlement by the shortest route, 
we might find ourselves in the gloomy recesses of a seemingly in- 
terminable forest, and if in the distance we should discover the 
blue curling smoke, ascending among the branches, curiosity would 
lead us, as we neared some newly erected shanty, to pause and admire 
the scene. Emerging from his lowly cabin, might be seen the sturdy 
pioneer stalking forth to b^n the labors of the day, all the moderu 
appliances of Art and Science are nothing to him, his axe upon 
his shoulder, he feels that he has all he needs. With an eagle eye 
he scans the giant denizens of the forest, and selects the first 
victim that is to fall beneath his blows. He pauses not to enquire 
of the man of science whether he is to out his timber when the 
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sap is in the branches, or when it is not. He enters into no 
scientific calculation as to the precise' angle of obliquity, with 
which he is to guide his axe, but, with a strong arm and a good 
will, he plunges it to the eye at every stroke — the old king of the 
forest trembles on his seat, and with a crash that makes the woods 
ring again, he lies buried in the snow, in the very spot that the 
woodsman had marked out fi)r him ; another and another follow, 
and in a fe^ years a large portion of the forest disappears, and a 
wide clearance invites the labors of the practical farmer. But the 
absence of any fixed system, soon sinks the virgin soil, r^lete 
with the essentials of fertility, below the level of older countries, 
and it requires all the energies of the modem agriculturist, to 
re^re and maintain its fertility. 

A judicious system of alternating crops is one of the funda- 
mental principles of good farming. It is unreasonable to suppose 
that any soil, however fertile, should continuously produce for 
ever any one kind of crop. The medical man opens a vein in the 
human body, and withdraws a portion of that life sustaining fluid 
which animates the mysterious system, and, at proper intervals, 
he again and again, fearlessly repeats the operation. He believes, 
he knows not how — that nature will reproduce, and replenish the 
arteries with a healthier supply, but were he to omit to staunch 
the ebbing stream of life, who would express surprise, if his patient, 
gradually enfeebled, should at last sink under the treatment, and 
be beyond the reach of nature's restoring touch. Precisely so is 
it in agriculture, we may abstract a certain portion, more or less 
according to the richness of the soil, and nature will in process of 
time restore the elements of which we have deprived it, but there 
are bounds which we cannot transgress with impunity, and 
doubtless the want of a proper system of rotation of crops, is 
mainly the cause why vast tracts of land in Canada, formerly 
fertile, are now worn out and worthless. 

The system of agriculture pursued in any country, is a sure 
index to the intelligence and prosperity of the farming community. 

N 
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What, it may be aaked, is the systen of fiffming pursued in 
Gimada, or in the County of Bundas ? Without fear of contradie- 
tion, we reply, it is the system of expediency, or in other wot^, 
to take from the soil all it will yield, and return to it no more 
than necessity compels us. There are many obstacles to the 
practical working in a new country, of the established principles 
parried out in older countries. The want of capital osd of skilled 
labor, and more than all, the long period of the year during whidi 
agricultural operations are entirely suspended, owing to the pecu- 
liarities of the climate, account for, and in some measure even 
justify, the system of expediency which is every where observable. 
It were absurd to look for any clearly defined system of husbandry 
from the backwoodsman, manfully struggling to subdue the 
mighty forests, at tiie same time contending with poverty no less 
difficult to be overcome. What more natural than that he should 
take advantage of circumstances just as they occur, and make the 
most of them. Yet, much of the slovenly and surperficial farming 
of Canada is to be attributed to the facility with which the early 
settler drew from his new clearance, luxuriant crops with a small 
amount of labor. Haying made the discovery that a third, fourth, 
and even a fifth crop of wheat could be raised in suocessi(m fran 
a given field, he b^an to think that this would last fi^r ever, and 
only became conviaced of his mistake, when his land became 
literally worn out. 

While the absence of systematic &rming is true regarding 
Pundas County a^ a whole, we have nevertheless a &w excellent^ 
systematic, and as a result, money making farmers^ whose systans, 
be they good (x bad, we shall endeavor to describe, leavii^ the 
leader to draw his own conclusions. 

The following system is pursued by one of our most ext^cisive and 
successful fiBirmers, who may be r^arded as the type of whi^ is 
.commonly called in Canada, a Dutch farm^. His &fm ^nbraoee 
{M)0 acres, wheieof 300 acres are cleared, imd 200 in woods. The 
whole is e^dpped with cedar fences, pnoof against aU intrndfirOy 
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bj wMch means Ms oatde have the ezdasiye, and anre8lrieil)sd 
jNTiTilege of roaming throng the woods, with all the benefita 
thereto appertaining. 

Of his deared farm, 120 acres are devoted to pasture, 100 tt 
meadow, and 80 to tillage. His stock consists of 20 mik^ cow», 
six working horses, two brood mares, and nzty sheep. He makes 
from ten to twelve acres of summer fallow each year, to which he 
applks all the manure made upon the farm, and as much more as 
he can procure from the neighboring village of Morrisburgh ; 
say firom 50 to 60 two horse waggon loads of &rm yard manure 
to the imperial acre. The proportion of different grains is re- 
lated entirely by the adaptation of the different fields entering intQ 
his roti^on. He sows each year a certain p(»rtion of fall wheat 
and rye, the form^* he does not consider a reliable crop, the latter 
seldom fails to yield a large return. He carefully avoids running 
to extremes in any particular branch, and ascribes his success 
mainly to the diversity of his productions, together with genenil 
ec<momy in management. He employs cheap labor, say, three 
men at $8 per month for the year round, and he keeps a sharp 
look out upon them ; being manried men with families, their wages 
are paid chiefly in farm produce. He generally has an apprentice 
or two who work gratuitously, and who on coming of age, receive 
a douceur of $100, or pa*haps a horse, or a couple of cows, as the 
case may be. In hay and harvest time, he employs six of tiie 
best men that can be had, at from 75 cents to $1 per day. At 
these times he conceives it to be important to be strong-handed, 
and always takes time by the forelock. He b^ns to cut his 
clover hay in the end of June, and when t^e timothy is ripe, he 
cuts it down in ihe morning, spreads it out immediately, and puis 
it in the bam before night. He uses*a horse rake, but no reaping 
machine, and ihe greats portion of his grain he thrashes wilb 
the flail, just as it is required for his cattle. He raises annual^ 
eight calves, and sells as many head of cattle at three or four yeaiB 
dd. Two eolts at four years old, bring hm yearly $100 eaoh. 
He has his own wool made into cloth &r hk own wear, he^alshfft 
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own mutton, beef, pork, and poultry, and has always some of eack 
to sell. He has neither Ayrshire cows, nor Clydesdale horses, 
hut has great faith in both, and will take the first opportunity to 
get into those breeds. He wages a war of extermination against 
wild mustard, thistles, and quack, and very rarely do his crops 
disappoint his expectations. He has in different parts of his farm 
eight wells, with chain pumps — keeps his troughs always full of 
Water, and supplies his stock of all kinds with abundance of salt 
during summer. All his grain is freely salted as it is stowed away 
in the bam, and the straw is in consequence highly relished by 
his cattle in winter. His brood mares run all winter on the straw 
yard, and suckle their colts till the first of April, when the colts 
are weaned and cared for. His cattle are fed in winter on straw 
with a very little hay, but receive neither roots nor grain, and in 
spring, they never need to be ^'^ tailed,'* 

He carefully provides for the escape of every drop of surface 
water, but does not underdrain his land. Every thing is profit- 
able with him, but hay particularly so, his average return of which 
is 1 J tons per acre, his maximum 2f , and his minimum crop J 
ton per acre. He sells largely every year of hay at an average 
price of $10 per 2000 lbs. He states his belief, that the average 
yield of hay from the whole county in 1859 did not exceed ^ a 
ton per acre. Eoots are in his opinion too expensive as food for 
cattl^, he therefore grows none, and where extra feeding is required, 
he prefers ground grain mixed with bran. His principle is to 
keep no more stock than he has abundance of food for. 

His usual rotation of crops is as follows : — 



On heavy rich land, 

1. Summer fallow, manured. 

2. Wheat. 

3. Corn or Potatoes, no manure. 

4. Barley or Peas. 

5. Oats. 

6. Summer fallow, manured. 

7. Wheat, seeded to grass. 



On lighter soil. 

1. Summer fallow, manured. 

2. Com or Potatoes. 

3. Barley, seeded to grass. 

4. Grass cut, three years. 

5. Pasture, two years. 

6. Peas, followed by fallow. 
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The following treaiment of old meadows is found successfnl ia 
his hands. Break them up in the autumn, summer fallow during 
the following season without manure, and seed down in August, 
%i>ith(mt a «rop. To every ten bushels of Timothy seed sown, he 
adds 120 lbs. of red clover, and sows half a bushel per acre of 
the mixture. If his cattle cannot consume the after-math, he has 
been in the habit of cutting a second crop of hay. But he is 
BOW of the opinion, that the better {^n to secure the permanency 
of meadows, is neither to cut nor depasture the second crop. 
Luxuriant fields of clover are thus left by him, to be out down 
by the frost, and to be withered and decayed by the action of the 
atmosph^e, forming during winter a protection to the roots of the 
plants, and in spring taking the place of a liberal top-dressing. 
In this way meadows never " freeze out," they retain the clover 
much better, and will bear cutting much longer. He opines that 
grass seeds as well as grain, are generally sown too thin ; that 
farmers are notoriously too careless in extirpating weeds; that 
practical &rmers work too much, and that gentlemen farmers 
oversee too little. It b a mystery to him to hear intelligent men 
speak of farming as unprofitable, and the summing up of his 
evidence, leaves no doubt in our minds, that his system pays^ 
and this he corroborates, by the following figures. 

In 1830, he went on to a farm of 250 acres, with two horses, 
two cows, and $400 of debt. In 1840, he purchased 250 acres 
adjoining, for which he paid cash down $4,000. Up to 1860, 
he has spent at least $4,000 in cash, for buildings, fences, and 
other improvements. He has cleared during the last 20 years, 
more than $600, per annum, and has now $10,000 out at interest 
of 10 per cent. He values his farm at $14,000 and is quite 
satisfied that it now yields him not less than ten per cent p^ 
annum, clear of all expenses. 

A Scotch settler who came to Canada sixteen years ago thus 
relates his experience. 

'^ I landed in Quebec with my wife and family, and with seven 
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sovereigDg in my pocket — found my way to Glengarry whore my 
brether-in-law resided, from whom I took a farm to work npon 
shares. He found me in seed, stock, and implonents. I laid in 
a stock of provisions for the summer, and went to work with a 
good will, and with a cash capital of five shillings currency in my 
pod^et. I had an excellent crop. I returned him first the seed, 
and thoa gave him one half of the remaining produce. My share 
gave me provisions for a year and something to spare. The 
following year I rented a small farm at £20 a year, where I 
remained three years with moderate success, at the end of that 
time I had provided myself with stoek and implements. I next 
rented the farm which I now occupy, along with the adjoiniBg 
one, at £33 per annum. At the end of three years it was (^ered 
for sale, I had no money to pay for it, but I judged that the land 
was good for the money. The boys were growing up to be men^ I 
said to th^n tiiat if they were industrious, we could pay for it ; 
tbey said they would do their best. I bought it for £300, to be 
paid in 6 annual instalments of £50 eaeh, with interest till paid 
f<»r, and had a year to make the first payment. Forty acres had 
been cleared but were in a rough state. We all set to work to clear 
up and improve the land ; we stinted oursdves to six acres every 
year, and now at the end of 10 years my whole farm is cleared 
and paid for. When first we came into the bush, the roads were 
all but impassable, now We have an excellent gravel road passing 
the door and extending all the way to the St. Lawrence. My 
farm k worth to day in cash £1000, and I am out of debt. The 
older boys have left home and are doing well for themselves, the 
two youngest are with me, and work the farm, we manage every 
thing " within ourselves " and employ no hired labor. My farm is 
the best 100 acre l9t I know of, and every acre is available. I 
have never underdrained any of my land, it would be much bene- 
fited by it, but labor is too dear to attempt it. 28 acres among 
the stumps are devoted to pasture, the remaining 72 are fenced ofiF 
in 12 fields of six acres a-piece. I adhere to a r^ular coarse of 
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cropping and I attribate muoh of mj sncoess to my system of 
rotation. Hitherto my crops of grain have been excellent. I 
sow yearly 24 bushels of wheat upon 12 acres, and my average 
letom has been 240 bushels. Of oats, I sow 12 acres, with three 
bushels per acre, which average me 30 bushels per acre. Of 
barley 12 acres, which I sow at the rate of 2^ bushels per acre. 
My returns vary from 35 to 50 bushels per acre. I sow three acres 
of peas, three bushels seed per acre, average 20 to 25 bushels per 
acre. Of com and potatoes I plant 6 acres. The remaining 24 
are in grass. 

The following is my rotation of crops : — 
1st. 6 ac. Oats ploughed from sod. 
2nd. 6 ** Wheat, with a half dressing of manure ploughed fall 

and spring. 
3rd. 6 ^' Barley, sowed after the wheat with one ploughing. 
4th. 6 " Oats, sowed in early spring, upon the fall furrow. 
5th. 6 " Peas, land ploughed in fall, harrowed in spring, and the 

seed ploughed in. 
6th. 6 '^ Potatoes and corn, land fully manured in the faU. 
7th. 6 " Wheat, sowed in spring upon faU furrow. 
8th. 6 " Barley, half dunged and seeded to grass. 
9<ii. 24 " Grass, cut three years and pastured one. 

The whole of the hay and straw, oats, peas, com, and potatoes, 
are consumed on the premises, which secures me a large pile of 
manure, my wheat straw is all used for bedding, and I am thus 
enabled to manure 12 acres each year. I keep ten cows, four 
horses and a few sheep, I sell yearly about 140 bushels wheat, 
360 of barley, and $100 worth of pork. My expenses are merely 
n(»ninal. 

In summer time, we live upon bacon, beef, and pork hams, 
nicely cured and smoked, and fHed with eggs, supplemented with 
cheese, bread, and butter, all home made, and of the best. In 
October, we kill a beast. The blacksmith takes a quarter, the shoe- 
maker another, the tailor or the carpenter a third, and ourselves 
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the remaining one. In December, we kill a second, cut it up, 
freeze it, and pack it away in barrels witii straw, where it will 
keep tiD the first of April. The hides go to the tanner, who takes 
one half of each, and gives me the other when tanned ; the shoe- 
maker comes to the house once a year and makes out of it boots 
and shoes for young and old. The tallow is rendered and made 
into candles, and all the refuse scraps at " killing time " are boiled 
up with lye, and converted into barrels of soap. And then the 
women folk spin the wool and weave the stockings, sew the quilts 
and counterpanes, and make the featherbeds, so that come wliat 
may, we are always sure of a living. When a son or daughter is 
to be married, I sell a span of horses and a cow or two, give 
them a decent outfit and am none the poorer, aa there are always 
young ones coming on to take their places." 

Truth is ofttimes stranger than fiction. The following is no 
fancy sketch, but a truthful picture of life in the backwoods, 
exhibiting the chequered experience of many an emigrant from 
the Emerald Isle. An intelligent Irishman thus relates the story 
of his life in Canada. 

" Two and twenty years ago, I emigrated from Ireland, and 
found my way to the township of Mountain, in the County of 
Dundas, where I took possession of one hundred acres of land, 
for which I promised to pay $200, in five annual instalments. 
The lot was partially cleared, the soil was good, and, being new, I 
raised excellent crops during the first three years. Elated with 
my success, I became careless and extravagant. I scarcely knew 
how my mdney came, I could not tell how it went, and to tell the 
truth, I did not much care. I was, in short, a prodigal, and ere 
long found myself over head and ears in debt. Although poor, I 
was honest, and gave up my farm to satisfy my creditors, but even 
after having done this, there remained $1200 of debt, which I 
had no means of paying. I was now houseless and homeless, 
with a large family of little children, depending upon me for food 
and raiment. I was fairly brought to my wit's end, and, review- 
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ing my past life, I resolyed to be prodigal no more. I sought 
out a lot of Grown land, and squatted upon it ; it is the same 
lot I now occupy. The soil was naturally poor, much inferior 
to the one I had left; there was not a tree out upon it. I cleared 
a small spot to build upon. My neighbors lived in shanties ; I 
was ambitious, I made a " 6ce," and built me a log-house 18 X 24, 
with a chamber overhead, and cellar beneath. It was surrounded 
by great trees, whose branches over shadowed it, and completely 
excluded the rays of the sun : it was the best building in all the 
settlement, it is the one I still live in, and it is now the worst, 
but I have bricks, and boards, and timber on hand, and will build 
anotlier next spring, if I am spared till then. 

I set to work to clear up a portion of the land. My boys and 
girls turned out, and assisted me to roll up the log heaps, and 
prepare for a " bum." There was neither church nor school for ten 
miles around, and I never thought to see any in my day, but I 
wafi determined that my children should learn at least as much as 
I could teach them. Mornings and evenings I acted as school- 
master, and during the day, set the older to teach the younger 
ones. When the boys went with me to the woods, we took a slate 
with us, and when wearied with work, sat down upon a log heap 
and worked out a few sums. I was always good at figures, my 
neighbors soon discovered this, they pitied my poverty, saw that 
I was industrious, and tried to encourage me. I was appointed 
assessor for the township, which helped me along. By and by 
the municipal councils, were established ; !• was found to be useful, 
and for my services obtained sometimes as much as £40, or £50 
a year. Three of my daughters became school teachers, and 
brought home their earnings, which kept us comfortably while we 
were clearing the land. I have seen hard times in my day. Seven 
years ago, the partner of my joys and sorrows was suddenly taken 
away from me, and I was left a disconsolate widower, with nine 
motherless children. Poor things, they have been good children to 
me^ and as you see, do all they can to make me comfortable: but 
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6k ! what is home wiihont a mother ? I have joined the Metho- 
dist Church ; their missionaries found us out, or ever there was a 
road to our house, and now we have a nice church, and r^ular 
service every sabhath day, within a mile of our own door. 

I have long since paid off that $1200 of debt, and besides ihe 
farm I live on, have bcmght and paid for seven hundred i^res of 
land adjoining, which I purchased from the Crown, for five ^lilHngs 
per acre. These lots are worthless for agricultural purposes, being 
all swamp land, but contain a mine of wealth in the pine trees 
which grow upon them. I get out about 1000 standard saw logs 
every winter, whieh I sell for as many ddlars, it costs me $250 
for hired labor, leaving us $750 for our own time. 

We grow enough grain on the farm to frimish us with all the 
necessaries of Kfe. We have every thing we want, and are content, 
I never thought of following any system of cropping, and am too 
old to b^n now. I never bother mysdf about Agrieultaral 
Societies or premiums, but the boys are " concaity " and will go into 
all th^e improvements by and by.'* 

Dairy farming is not extensively practised in tiie County of 
Dundas. We have but one farmer who devotes exclusive attention 
to this branch of agriculture. His farm extends to 300 acres 
cleared, of which 150 acres are pasture, 50 acres meadow, and 
100 acres tillage. He pays an annual rental of $450, or $1.50 
per acre, keeps fifty-six cows, which he values at $85 per head, 
makes annually 230 cheeses, averaging 601b. each, which he sdls 
for ten cents per pound, raises 13 calves, and fattens six pigs, both 
chiefly fed upon whey, and disposes yearly of as many old cows, 
as he can replace with young ones. He keeps six head of horses 
and ten sheep. His average cut of hay is one ton per acre, and 
he usually grows enough of hay and straw to feed his cattle during 
winter. His cows are stabled at night without bedding : after 
ha-rvest they are fed daily some oats in the straw, up to the 1st 
December, when they are all put dry. He feeds his cows in spring 
with bran, but neither roots nor grain. He keeps in summer two 
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hired m&k, and one female ^' help.'' Certain evidence m U) wfaetto 
^is system pays, or not, is awanting. 

Very little attention has as yet been given to what is*oalled ^ 
improved breeds of cattle, more or less, there has existed a pre- 
judice against them in this county. It is difficult to give the 
objections to their introduction a tangibles form. The prevailii^ 
idea seems to be, that they consume too much food in winter, in 
other words, we are disappointed to find that they cannot endure 
the same amount of starvation as the natives. Jesse W. 
Bose, was, many years ago, the first to introduce the Durham and 
Ayrshire breeds of cattle, but on leaving the county his stodc 
became scattered, and being in most cases subjected to doubtful 
treatment, they were pronounced inferior to the natives. A few 
however fell into good hands, were well cared for, and jvesented 
in themselves ihe best refutation of the erroneous ideas held res- 
pecting the breed. 

Mr. Elliot of Matilda has some good stock and keeps them well, 
we have pleasure in submitting the result of his observation and 
ezp^ience in this matter. 

He conceives the most desirable breed of cattle for this county, 
to be a cross between Durham and Ayrshire, and the next best to 
that, Durham crossed with the native cattle. With nothing more 
than fair treatment, they thrive with him equally well with the 
native breeds, far excel them as milkers, and when fat, readily 
l^ng double the price as beef. He finds the yield of milk &om 
a half Durham, one-fourth Ayrshire, one-fourth native cow, to be 25 
quarts per day for three months after calving. A steer 18 months 
old, was killed in December, 1859, which at no time had been 
stall-fed, and had during summer only the run of the common 
pasture, rendered scanty by an exceedingly dry season, yet, the 
four quarters weighed 500 lbs, worth at the time 4 cents per lb., 
the liide and tallow 100 lbs. more, at 8 cents, thus realizing $28 
for a yearling steer. With similar treatment, a native at the 
same age, would be esteemed dear at half the money. He does 
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not believe In wliat is called ^' high feeding/' but takes particular care 
of his calves, by giving them plenty of such good homely fare as 
every fanner can command, a warm stable in cold weather, and a 
comfortable bed to lie upon. The first year, he says, forms the 
character of the beast. With ordinary attention he has no trouble 
in raising Durham and Ayrshire cattle. He believes that as 
much money will be made out of one animal of this kind, as firom 
two natives similarly fed, to say nothing of the pleasure of seeing 
handsome and well-favored kine about his premises. The im* 
pression upon his mind is, that the cattle of Dundas County are, 
as a general rule, well summered, and very badly wintered. 

There is great room for improvement in the breed of horses, 
this class of stock is fast> deteriorating in size and symmetry. 
There is not at the present time a good entire horse in the county. 
As with cattle, so with horses, a strong, unfounded prejudice has 
hitherto existed against heavy horses. An imported Clydesdale, 
a valuable, and excellent specimen of the breed, was introduced 
some years ago, but he was regarded as an innovation^ and as he 
was not appreciated he was withdrawn ; the scanty stock, how- 
ever, which he left in the county, are now the very best horses 
we have, and can scarcely be bought for love or money. 

The much talked of horse of all work is a manifest popular 
delusion. The fast man must still drive his fast horse, the work- 
ing man his working horse. When a heavy load is to be started 
from an " ugly" place, the 2.40 animal will not do. The horse of 
all work is well adapted for a light harrow, or for " tickling the 
surface " with a light plough, but to plough heavy land with a 
good deep furrow, we want heavier metal. 

Our object in raising horses is two-fold, — ^for our own use, and 
for sale. For our use we want horses that are active, moderately 
heavy, of quiet dispositions, easily kept in good condition, and above 
all, that are true to work. These qualities are rarely combined in 
the fast horse, but are invariably found in the half-bred Clyde. 
If we raise them to sell, the first question that the American 
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buyer asks when a horse is offered for sale, is, what does he weigh ? 
Many people ridicnle the idea of selling horses by weight, neyer- 
theless it is costomary, and appears to have at least as much 
reason in support of the practice, as the modem mania for weigh- 
ing babies of a day old, which are pronounced '^ likely '' or otherwise 
according as they fall short of, or over-run ten pounds ayoirdupois. 
It is certainly not more ridiculous to take into account the 
amount of weight that a draught horse can throw into the collar, 
than to estimate the seconds in which he can travel a mile. 
Besides, not one horse in a thousand, attains a speed that will en- 
sure liis sale at a fancy price, the nine hundred and ninety-nine 
which are bred with that view, are unfitted for working profitably 
on the farm, and are unsaleable except at a very low prioe. 

Much improvement has of late years been manifested in r^ard 
to sheep. The most desirable breed for the county, is thought to 
be a cross between the Leicester and Cheviot, combining the 
properties of superior mutton, heavy fleeces of moderately fine 
wool, with a healthy constitution. The native breed is more 
easily imagined than described. They have not a good point that 
we can lay hold of,— crooked necks, long l^s, and light fleeces ; — 
restless and roving in their disposition, they will bound over the 
highest fences ; ^m this cause the ringleaders of every flock re- 
quire to be " shackled,'' or to have a bell strapped around their 
necks. Sometimes they may be seen with a '^ poke,'' three feet in 
length, jutting out in front of them, at other times with a heavy 
block of wood fastened to their andes. This is humane treat- 
ment, however, in comparison with that of the French farmers 
of Kakouna, who deliberately cut off the hoofs of their sheep to 
the quick, and leave them to hobble in agony on their knees. 

We are more happy in pigs than in sheep. The small Berk- 
shire breed, weighing when dressed, about 300 lbs., prevails, and 
is the ne plus ultra of pork. This breed is more easily fed, comes 
sooner to maturity than any other, and when placed upon the 
table is unsurpassed. 
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The ayerage annnal rental of fair f^^ms in tke ccmniy, may be 
stated to be $1.50 per acre, inoluding pasture, meadow, and 
tillage. Farms are frequently let from year to year, and sddom 
fbf a lease c^ more than five years. To some extent this betokens 
a mntoal distrust between landlord and tenant, and is a barrier 
to the permanent improvement of lands so let. As the great 
majoriiy of our farmers are their own landlords, it is unnece^ary 
here to refer to the numerous disadvantages to the landlord, tbe 
tenant, and the soil, induced by the short sighted policy of graat- 
ing short leases. 

A different method ,of letting land, has during the last fe^ 
years become somewhat prevalent, that is the shares system, which 
is carried out in three ways. Firstly. The tenant finds all his 
own implements, stock, and seed, performs aH the work of the 
farm, and yields the landlord one-third share of the gross produce 
of the land, including hay and straw. Secondly. The tenant 
finds his own unplements and stock, and one-half of t&e seed sown 
each year, and yields to the landlord one-haJf share of the gross 
produce. In this case the landlord usually bears half the expense 
of threshing all the grain. Thirdly. The landlord finds all the 
implements, working horses, and seed, and receives two-thvrds of 
the gross produce. The second method is most commonly adopted, 
.and is not unfrequently the dernier resort of what Mr. Hogaa 
describes as the <' woidd-be gentlemen farmer.'' The foUowiag 
case is in point. 

A farmer whom we shall style number five, purchased a farm ef 
500 acres, whereof 250 were cleared. During ten years he prose- 
cuted his callii^ with energy and assiduity : he procured the best 
stock within Ids reach, the best implements to be had in the 
country, employed the best labor^s at the highest wages, and 
erected buildings in every respect complete and convenient for 
eonckicting farm operations to advantage. At the end of ten 
years th^re was but one tdifling desideratum, he couM'nt exhibit 
a balance sheet, in other words, it did'nt paijf / In this reapeot 
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aloiM, he resembled the immortal Medii of Tipiaee HaU, at tke end 
of hJsteB yearsprobatioii, with this difiference^howeyer, that he £uled 
in securing for himself a name, IHsoouraged but not in despair, 
his farm was subdivided, and is now in the hands of several 
tenants, who work it under the shares system, paying as rental 
one half of the produce. The following rotation of crops is 
observed. 

Ist. Summer fallow or hoed crops, manured. 2nd. Wheat or 
barley, seeded with 1 peek timothy and 5 lbs. dover, per acre. 
3rd. Meadow cut three years, j^ter sown 2nd and 3rd years. 
4th. Oats or peas, followed by green crop, manured. 

Of 250 acres, 56 were rented for $75, or $1.35 per acre ; 194 
acres were rented on shares, and yielded $4.90 per acre. In 1859, 
hay averaged 1 ton per acre, valued at $14. Wheat 15 bushek 
per acre, at $1.10 per bushel. Oats 35 bushds per acre, at 35 
cents. Buckwheat 29 bushels per acre, at 40 cents. 

Each tenant is £>und with a dwelling house, bam accommoda- 
tion, and a garden of one acre. The landlord retains one half of 
the pasture, and keeps his own stock in summer and winter, the 
manure being divided amongst ^e tenants. His Bum yielded 
him in 1859 as follows : — 

One half of produce from 194 acres let on diares, $940 04 

Rents from other portions of the farm, houses let, &c.,.. 130 00 

Live stock, wool, &c., sold, 296 00 

This sum credited as rental for mansion house and 

grounds, 365 00 

Total rece^ 1731 04 

Less «2|)enditure for seed and plaster, .^ 130 60 

Net revenue, 1600 24 

Gash value of his farm say $16,000. Laiterest recdved, 10 per 
eex^ peic annum, cmt dedneting the item of $365^ credited aa lesl, 
a net interest of 8 per cent, on the value of his farm. He notes, 
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that the above figures include 20 tons of hay at $14 : this ia 50 
per bcnt^ above the usual price, but it was a season of unusuall;^ 
light crops, and he considers the aggr^te return of that year as 
about a fkir average. 

Under-draining is much needed in the county and but little 
practised. Like many other improvements it only wants a ban- 
ning. Were a few of our enterprising farmers to test for them- 
selves the advantages arising from thorough under-draining, despite 
0^ mkhy diflficulties in carrying it out, it might soon become gen- 
eral: It is but 25 years since the system became general in 
Britain, and already nearly all the arable land there, has been 
thorbuglily drained, while immense tracts of moor, and other wild 
lands hive been brought into the highest state of cultivation, 
which, btlt for the tile drain must have remained unproductive. 
Bntish husbandry is based upon this system of drainage, without 
it, the system of " high farming," which has resulted in such a won- 
deiM increase in the products of the field, could not have been 
carried on. 

There can be no doubt that under-draining is as needful in 
Canada as in Britain, and the experience of those who have tried 
it, ^oes to show that it will pay, if judiciously done. The amount, 
of (japitial required, and the peculiar circumstances of a new conn- 
try, may retard for a time its general introduction, but in the 
mean time every farmer should test the matter for himself, by 
operating upon a small field, and carefully noting the results. 
The proper depth of drains, the width between them, as well as 
the general plan of drainage, are important considerations, and 
caii only be folly learned by experience and observation. Proper 
toobi also are required for cutting the drains, and considerable 
dexterity in using them, which is only acquired by practice. 

The fbllowing hints may be of service to a beginner. 

"tie sure of a good outlet, and ik&t the mouth of the drain be at 
least six inches clear of the bottom of the open ditch into which it 
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The drain should be cut not wider than is necessary for a num 
to work in, and should taper to a width of four inches at Uie 
bottom : this is readily done by using the proper tools, and much 
time and expense are saved in excavating as well as in replacing 
the soil thrown out. 

No tile drain should be less than three feet in depth, else the 
frost will displace and otherwise destroy the tiles, and the whole 
labor will thus be lost. A good descent throughout the whole 
length of the drain is indispensable, as the sli^test deflection is 
sure to be filled up with sediment. Where the land is flat, the 
entire length of the drain should be laid open, and the level deter- 
mined by the water in the drain before a tile is laid. If there 
should be no water in the drain at that particular time, it will be 
safer to draw a barrel of water for this purpose Ihan to trust 
either to the eye, or the spirit level. 

In all cases a covering of wheat straw, chips, or shavings should 
be placed over the tiles, before filling in the earth. Four feet 
in depth is better than three feet, if sufficient level can be ob- 
tained. 

The distance between drains depends upon the nature of the 
soilj^and the depth of the drains. At the depth of three feet, 
drains may be placed in ordinary soils 20 feet apart : at four feet 
in depth they may be from 30 to 40 feet apart. 20 feet would 
give 130 rods to an acre, requiring about 2000 tiles of 13 inohes 
each. The expense of digging, laying tiles, and filling in, at a 
depth of three feet, is about 12J cents per rod, at 4 feet deep 18 
to 20 cents per rod. The entire cost of tile draining one acre, 
varies according to circumstances, price of tiles, Ac., from $25 to 
140 per acre : this is a large sum in proportion to the nominal 
value of the land in Canada, yet, where the soil is naturally good, 
and the subsequent management good, it may be done profitably. 

The exorbitant price of tiles has hitherto been a serious draw- 
back to the introduction of draining ; the facilities for making 
them are now however such that this will ere long cease to be an 
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objectaoB* Mf. Qitbe of YorkviUe, in U. C. advertfees I J incb 
tiles, for $4^ per ihoasandf 2 in^, for 05.00 j 3 inoli for (10.00, 
ko,j each tHe IS indies long* Sncli ^ees mtist commuid a 
ready saie in l^t neighborhood. As a naehine for maidixg draki 
tiles ean be had for $300, there is no reason why ihey cotyki not 
be made as eheap ekrwhere, if required^ Tile draining is the bestr 
aiid in the long ran perlmps the cheapest method of linder^draia- 
ing, but it is not the only methods Where tiles eannot be had at 
a reasonable price, nnmeroas snbstitiites may be used adyanta- 
geoasly. Wh^re small stones abound on the snrfaee, the^ may 
take the plac^ of tiles* Oreat eai^ howeyer is seqnisite in making 
stone drains ftcm their tendeney to " ehoke up ;'' it is necessary 
that ^ey shoold be corered trith three feet of earth, this requires 
a deep, wide, and consequently an expensive drain to receive the^ 
materials* Narrow starips of hemlock boards nailed t(^g^er in 
triangnlar 9hvpe^ answer veiy well, so long bb they last; but 
ihd beet tnibstitate for t<iles, is common cedar rails ; three or four 
of th^se laid in the bottom, blinded well with cedar bark or <shipa, 
make an excellent drain, and very durable, although the expense 
is little kcs than that of tiles, it has this advantage, than every 
fanner can find the materials on his own farm, without paying 
out the money* 

Perhaps the greatest enors in the Canadian system of husban- 
dry consist in attem.pting to cultivate m(»e land than our ca|atal 
emibles us to do thoroughly, and in keeping more stock than we 
can keep well* W^e less attention manifested to increasing tlie 
extent of our farms, and mxxQ to the prc^r cultivation of what we 
already have, we should not only secure a vastly increased reve- 
nue from our farms, but we should do this a great deal more 
easily to oursdves, and at a much lower expenditure in proportion 
to the produce raised. By keeping too mudi stock, the 6ti»w 
upon &e farm is neariy all eaten up, instead of being converted 
into manure, and there being in country parts, no fadlities for 
pmcha^ng manure, it becomes impossible to keep the land in a pro- 
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dfusthre s^ate. To remedy this, root erope should be more ge&e- 
rally oukivated. An acre of land wifl produce lOOO bnshels of 
man^e-wnrtzel, or of carrots, at m.neh less cost of labor, than is 
required to grow 50 bnshete of corn. A small quantity of these 
roots f^ daily to catile, shei^ and horses, is prodnotiye of great 
^ttefit There is also great ro(Mn for improTement in the breeds 
of catde and horses in the County of Bundas and in adjoining 
cotmties. We are decidedly behind Western Oanada in these 
particulars. As regards our breed of horses, we are at a low ebb, 
and ^e sooner we improve in this respect, the better it will be 
fer us. $15,000 worth of the best horses were sold in 1859. At 
Ihat rate we shall soon having nothing left but the dr^. 

Of laborsrs. — The greater part of the labor of the .farm in 
Caimda, is performed by the farmer himself, his sons and his 
daughters : the former managing all the out of door operations, 
and the latter, the dairy and domestic departments. Herein lies 
the secret of ^e former's success. Whatever qualifications a 
fstmer should have, mental or physical, all are agreed upon this 
^[)Oitft, that a good wife is indispensable. What it is the aim of 
^the husband to accumulate, it becomes t^e province of the wife to 
jnanftge, and wherever we hear of a managing wiib, we are sure to 
find Ji money-making farmer. 

The aven^ size of Canadian farms is 100«cres each, with 
irooL 50 to 60 acres cleared, two thirds of which maybe in pasture 
and meadow, the r^audnder in tillage. The demand for labor is 
therefore limited, and the supply is generally equal to the demand, 
in 1852 there were in the <K)unty, 1258 laborers, 53 male, and 
74 female servants. At the same time there were 1570 farmers. 
One half at least of the female servants are employed by others 
than &rmers, so that not more than 87 fiirmers' wives required 
hhred '^^ help " durbg that year. 

Tii^ usual rate of wages for laborers is from $12 to $14 per 
motfUi for the summer; $10 to $12 for the year round; $7 to 
flO for the winter. Daily laborers in summer receive from W 
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cents to (1, in winter 60 cents, and expert cradlers earn $1^ 
per day — all boarded. Laborers are chiefly immigrants — Iiiab, 
German, and a few Soot(^ ; tliey sddcon continue at sendee long^ 
than four years, and if during that time they are industrioua and 
economical, they will haye laid by enough to stock a small farm ; 
remaining as tenants for a few years, ihey meantime look for a 
desirable bush lot that they may call their own. So soon as « 
suitable one turns up, and they can muster (100 as a first pt^«» 
ment, the transition from tenant to landlord takes place, ihe k^ 
shanty is erected, and the labors of the early setUer are re-enacted, 
with this material diff^^enoe, that the modern backwoodsman is 
surrounded with tokens of civilization, in roads, markets, aad 
mills, which far more than compensate for the difference betwixt 
|>aying now, $1000 for his farm, and receiving it as a gift frooi 
the crown, seventy-five years ago. 

The agricultural implements of the coimty are keeping pac^ 
with other improvements. The first portable threshing machine 
was introduced twenty-five years ago : it was one of the American 
€i^t horse-power thre^ers, without any separator whatever : the 
whole power was expended in turning the cylinder, of two fS^ 
4iameter, at an enormous velocity of 1500 revolutions in a minute, 
(the maximum speed of the drum of the best British mills, is 
400.) It literally devoured the sheaves, required ten to twelve 
iiands to attend it, and left the bam in a state of great confusion. 
If kept on full speed for ten hours, it would thresh 500 bushels of 
wheat, or twice that quantity of oats. Soon after, this waa 
^superseded by one o£ much humbler pretensions, driven by the 
revolving platform horse-power — ^A Yankee notion. About 1840, 
the first tread-mill, as it was called, was introduced, and thereby 
hangs a tale. It surprised the natives wonderfully, it was work^ 
by one horse, and the first experiment was the last for a time. 
The d^Gbculty of getting a horse to place himself in such a ridicu- 
lous position, as that of a tread-mill, was a formidable one, it was 
however accomplished, and he was firmly secured in his narrow 
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and elevated stall. The drag was removed from the wheel; at the 
first revolution off oame the belt, and away went the horse. The 
b]r-«tanders fled in consternation 'to the r^notest comer of the 
ham, while the astonished horse increased his velocity with ey&tj 
htade. John Gilpin's speed was nothing to his. The rattling 
BXtd din of the machinery revolving nnder his feet, terrified him 
io madness, and at the same time prevented the by-standers from 
snggesting any feasible remedy for the case, with desperate plunge 
tiie horse essayed to keep his feet, but it was evident that this 
eould not last for ever. The straps that secured him to the infernal 
machine gave way, and wi& a whirrl that filled the beholders with 
dismay, he was violently discharged upon the floor, whence, with a 
couple of summersaults, and Meeting a breach through the bam 
cbor, he eventually hinded, Aors du combat in Ihe yard. The 
neighbors alarmed by the noise, hastened to the scene, and assisted 
in saving the pieces. The horse regained his equilibrium, but 
was never caught on a treadmill again. 

In 1859 there were ten reaping machines, and 200 threshii^ 
machines in the county, the latter, chiefly of Paige's and Johnston's 
make, Montreal. Cash price delivered here $200. They are very 
compact, durable, and effective mills, with separator and fanning 
mill combined, and will thresh and clean, from 60 to 100 bushels 
of wheat, and from 150 to 250 bushels of oats per day. 

Circular saws mounted on a frame ready fbr work, and costing 
940 each, are much used ; they are driven hy the same horse 
power, at a lower elevation, and will cut 30 cords easily in a day 
with 4 or 5 men to assist. 

Of ploughs we have an endless variety, economy in weight and 
price seems to be the chief aim of the makers, and in this they 
have succeeded tolerably well, but there is much room for improve- 
ment as to shape, none of the country-made ploughs o«an turn a 
furrow so well as the Scotch plough, and of this description there 
are not over a dozen in the county. 

The 40 tooth diamond Scotch harrow, covering nine feet, is 
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fafit superseding all others on eleared land- No grubbers a^e used 
in the county^ and subsoil ploughs very rardy. Cultivators used 
between drills of eom and potatoes, are eommonly used, and 
reoently, a larger size of this implem^t, covering 5 feet, and 
working to a depth of 8 inches, has beeot introduced, and worked 
to good advantage upon summer fallow. 

. Turnips, carrots and mangolds, are sown by hand, we have no 
machines for drilling in grain,, nor broadcast sowing maehifies^ 
the latter would be a valuable acquisitii^i. Wooden rollers are 
used to some extent, but they are very peridiable, and oaj^ irost 
ones too dear. Two hoerse lumber wagg<ms costing $70 eaeh^ wp^ 
used to transport all the commodities of the farm. Carts are not 
much used^ they are made with wooden aide trees from $20 and 
upwards, the price of a. good lumber slei^ with box eompleto is 
$24. Excellent £a.nning mills are made at Morrisburgh, by 
MdKenzie, at the price of $24 each, and are. lai^ly exported ta 
adjacent counties. These embrace the prindpal implements at> 
present in use, they are all manufa^^red in Canada, and with the 
exception of a broad-cast sowing machine, no <^ihers are at ^present 
ifequired. 
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$l0«ial ^spett—Ghsvucter of inhf^bitantsr-TerritorUl diTi8lon«— MunV- 
clpal 4od leg^ iaBtitiitlo«s— rJadge Jaryis — Bduoational statistiics 
— Beaevolent and literary societies — Agricultural societies. 

The late Skeridaa Hogan, M, P, P., whose sudden disappear- 
anee, shrouded i& the darkest mystery for eighteen months, has 
reeenJtly been aeoounted for by undoubted proof that he had 
been foully murdered, was the author of an admirable prize 
essay upon Canada, wrtttea in 1S65 for the Canadian " Paris 
Exhibition Committee,'* in whieh he thus graphically alludes to the 
habits of the farmers of Upper Canada. ^ The farmer of Upper 
Canada has plenty and he enjoys it, and a laa^ proportion of the 
people at at the same table with their servants and laborers. As 
a general rule, the gentleman farmer, or rather the gentleman who 
would not he a farmer, because he would aot learn the yakie of 
labor, ner how to direct it when he employed it, has lamentably 
failed. The gentleman, howev^, who is wiUing to strip off his 
ooat, and as Uie Yankee quaintly observes, to march forward to 
the music of his own axe, may be certain of {^enty, and of leaving 
his children well off.'* Akin to this was the remark of a some- 
what purse-proud Scotchman, who had risen from being a pk)ugh- 
man to a pointion of affluence. His commiseration was asked for am 
individual who was represented to be of "gentle hirtkj*^ " na, na," 
said he, " there's nae gentlemen in Canada,'' and we believe there 
was full 98 much truth aa poetry in the assertion, whibt the sen- 
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foment of Borns^ at once poetic and true, finds an edio in HbB 
minds of most of our fanners. 

'^ What the' 00 hamelj fare we dine, 
Wear hodden gray, and a' that, 
Qie fools their silks, and knaves their wine, 
A man's a man for a* that." 

Were we to relate our own experience in the matter, we dioaUl 
doubtless arrive at a condusion somewhat similar. There is found 
to exist in Canada a mutual dependence, or identity of interest 
between master and servant, which completely removes the dis- 
tinctions subsisting in older countries between these relations* 
The result is, that the farmer who is willing to place his servants 
upon terms of equality with himself, is never at a loss for he^, 
and his work is well and cheerfully performed ; while on the other 
hand, those coming from the old country, and who feel disposed 
to stand upon their dignity, more or less experience great diffi^ 
culty in meeting with suitable servants, and still greater difficultjr 
in retaining their services. The annoyance to such persons from 
this cause is sometimes very great. Thus, a female he^ newlj 
arrived one day, frequently disappears the next, simply because 
she was asked to sleep in an attic, or had not pickles, pies, an4 
preserves, served for her tea, or perhaps was not invited to spend 
the evening in the drawing room. An(^her because ^e was not 
allowed to sit with the family, or a third because she was expected 
to milk cows, draw water from the well, or carry an armful <^ 
wood to tiie cooking stove. In like manner a help of the mascu- 
line gender, has before now bid us good morning, because he was 
asked to clean out a pig stye, or to dig a post hole, or a ditdi. 
We confess, however, that " hdps " of Uiis kind are the exception. 
Upon the whole, we may congratulate ourselves that even in this 
respect we might go further and fare worse. The philosophical 
view of this blending of classes is, that it b^ts a friendly and 
harmonious feeling among all ranks of a community. To a cet- 
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tein eitent it has this eS&at, for in Canada, honesty, induitrj^ and 
intelligence, never fail to be recognized, in whaterer station, thet nan 
is fonnd. Not unfrequently those who are learned in literature and 
law, have to chew ^e bitter end of disappointment, and in aspir- 
ing to positions of elective distinction, have to succumb to the 
practical farmer, or the industrious mechanic, whose accomplish- 
ments are summed up in the one comprehensive term, ^^ plain 
0Omiiion sense.'' 

. As a class our farmers are industrious, — ^persevering rather than 
eateq>rizing — slow to compromise themselves by word or deed, but 
hmiest in their transactions. The faculty of accumulating pro- 
perty is fully developed. Sdidom flush of money, they are yearly 
surrounding themselves with all the necessaries and most of the 
comforts of life. The home-spun hodden-gray, manufactured in 
whole or in part by the farmer's funily, forms his daily dress, 
while the finer fabrics of Scotch Tweeds and English broadcloths, 
supply him with a suit for Sundays. The wives and daughters 
iii our farmers, are neat and tidy in their persons, industrious and 
frugal in their habits, and not slow to lend a hand when help is 
needed in the barn or in the field ; but when attired for '^ tneeHn" 
even Broadway itself, does not present a more elaborate display of 
hoop and crinoline, with all the fashionable embellishmtentB of the 
day. 

If our farmer is blessed with a family of sons, seldom more than 
^me or two of them remain at home. After receiving as good an 
education as the county afibrds, the rest branch out in different 
ways to push their fortunes in the world. Some spend a fisw years 
as common school teachers, and th^eafber engage in any other 
more lucrative employment that may o£fer. A large number are 
occupied in the management of railways, steamers, and telegraphs. 
S(nne have studied medicine at Toronto, Kingston, or Montreal, 
and only a very few have turned their attention to law. Th^ 
are rarely found behind the counter, while divinity appears to 
possess no attractions whatever; at least we are not aware of any 
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aucli studemts, natiyes of our county. This is certainly a matt^p 
of r^ret, and must be r^arded as an indication, either that the 
office of tJie ministrj is not appreciated and supported as it 
ought to he amongst ui^ or that the prindiples of s^-denymg 
Ghristi^uty are still latent. 

Love oi home is a prominent trait in ike character of the yom^ 
men of ]>unda9; hence, rery few have been tempted to the gekl 
diggings of California or Australia, and scarcely any of them take 
up their abodes in the ne^hboring States, The general immu- 
nity firom crime of the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas, aad 
Glengarry, is best attested by the fact, that during a considerate 
portion of the past year, the gaol at Cornwall was reported to b^ 
without a tenant 

TsBBiTO&iAL DiYZBiONB. — Up to the year 1788, the whole of 
Canada, East and West, was comprised in two Districts. In that 
year, the Qovernor General, Lord Dorchester, by prodamatioii 
subdivided the same. The following extra<Mi from which, em- 
braces all that pertained to the County of Dundas. ^^ Whereas 
our Province of Qu^ec stands at present divided into only two 

districts, and by virtue of two certain acts provision is made 

fesc forming and organizing one or more new Districts, now, 
therefore, know ye, tliat our Governor of the said Province, doth 
hereby form the several new Districts, hereinafter described and 
named, to wit : The District of Lunenburgh, bounded on the east 
by a tvajfA lately known by the name of Lancaster, protracted 
northerly and southerly aa £ir as our said Province extends, and 
bounded westerly by a ncxrth and south' line, intersecting the 
mcmth of the river Gananoque, now called 1^ Thames, above the 
rifts of the St. Lawrence, and extending soutlierly and northerly 
to ^ limits of our said Province, th^ein comprehending the 
sev^al towns or tracts, called or known by the names of Lancas- 
ter, Chariottenburgh, Cornwall, Osnabruck, WiUiantsbur^ 
Matilda, !l$dwardsburgh, Aiigusta, and Elisabethtown." The other 
^hree Districts named in the proclamation were, the Mecklenbuigh, 
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the Nassau, and the Hesse Districts. Tkeae "wiih the Lunen- 
Imrgliy comprised Upper Canada. 

Ib 1792, after iilie division of the Provinoe into Upper a»d 
I^ower Canada, Sir John Ghraves Stmooe, the Lientenant-Goyemor, 
issued a proclamation by whidi Upper Canada was divided f(»rthe 
fia^ time into comities, and their boundaries were defined. The 
first county named was Qlengany, then Stormont, and thirdly, 
Ihindas, ^ whidi county is to be bounded on the east by the 
baaada^ line of Stormont, on the south by the river St Law- 
rmioe, and on the west by the late township of Edwar^bnrgh, 
nmning north 24 degrees west, until it intersects the Ottawa or 
Qraad Blver, thmice descending the said river until it meets the 
boundary of Stormont;; comprehending all the islands in the said 
river St. Lawrence, nearest to the said county, in the whole or 
gceat^ part fronting the same.*^ The C^man names of the ^oar 
above mentioQed districts, were replaced by English ones, their 
boundaries remaining the same. They were then styled ihd 
Saatem, Midland, Home, and Western Districts. 

In 1798, by 38 Gteo. Ill, in the second Parliament of Upper 
Canada, the Eastern District was confined to the Counties of 
Glengarry, Stormont, Dundas, Pl»escott, and Bussel. This ooa^ 
tinned till 1816, when Prescott and Russel separated from these, 
and were formed into the Ottawa District. 

In 1849, the districts were all abolished, (at this time they had 
iBcreased to twenty in number,) and counties and unions of 
counties, for municipal and judicial purposes took their place. 
By this arrangement the title ^^ Eastern District," the first named 
dktrict in Upper Canada, and around which so many old assoeia* 
tions had cirded, was abrogated fbr ever. Hencef(n*th it was to 
ba known by the more cumbrous designation, of " the United 
Counti^ of Stormont, Dundas, and Glengarry;" signifying therdby 
that they should be united for judicial and other purposes, ea^ 
eepting Bepresentation, with a provision at the same time, ior the 
future dissolution of such union, when by the increase of weaUh 
and population it might appear requisite. 
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It was thus a prospective measure, calculated materially to 
affect the existing state of matters. It served to pave the way for 
the erection of municipal corporations, conferring self-government 
in all local matters, upon the inhabitants of every township and 
incorporated village, as well as upon the several counties, cities, 
and towns in Upper Canada. This comprehensive Act (12 Vict., 
ch. 81,) was passed in May, 1849, and the first elections were heH 
under it, on the first Monday of January, the following year. 

Having reached the requisite population, the time may not be 
far off, when each of the two junior counties may see fit to petition 
for a separation from the senior county of Stormont. The ques- 
tion involves serious considerations, and we do well to enquire ff 
it would be wise for us at present to advocate the change. 

It may be said on the one hand, that our county town is 35 
miles distant from the centre of Dundas. That all the offices of 
emolument are monopolised by the people of Stormont, and par- 
ticularly by those of Cornwall, and that we have as good a right 
as they to a share of the public expenditure. It may be said too, 
that we are likely ere long to be heavily taxed for repairs upon 
the Cornwall Court House, if not for the building of a new one, 
and that therefore, we should dissolve the union before that is 
carried into effect, and rather tax ourselves for less expensive 
buildings in our own county. 

On the other hand it may be replied, that since the completion 
of the Grand Trunk R. R., time and distance have been annihil- 
ated. Ten years ago a journey to Cornwall was a serious a&ir, 
but now-ardays it is performed with such speed, comfort, and 
economy, as effectually to silence the first objection to the con- 
tinuance of the union. Respecting the offices of emolument we 
may remark, that only a favored few in the county could ffll 
them, and if the offices were to be worth the having, the aggregate 
amount of their salaries could not fall far short of what is now 
paid to the officers of the three United Counties, so that while we 
might have the honor of the appointment, we should have to pi^ 
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ftt the least, three times as mnch for the whistle as we now do. 
With r^ard to the buildings, it would cost us at the lowest cal- 
eulation $6000 to construct suitable county buildings for Dundas. 
The contemplated alterations at Cornwall will not likely exceed 
that amount, so that in this respect, our tax will be less than one- 
third of what it would be if we were separated. Apart from these 
considerations, we deprecate the idea of petty tribunals, there is a 
d%nity connected with the deliberations of the yarious courts of 
the united counties, which a quarter of a century would not impart 
to the county courts of Dundas. It is worthy of remark too, that 
while ample provision is made in the law for full payment of its 
proportion of all debts contracted during the union, by any retire- 
isg ooutity, there is no hope held out, that any part of the monies 
contributed by such county, for united county buildings or other 
purposes, will ever be refunded. We therefore conclude, that it 
were better for us to remain as we are for some time to come, and 
in the meantime, the best thing that we can do, is to initiate 
measures for the passing of a law, whereby senior counties may be 
compelled to refund to separating junior counties a fair proportion 
ai the monies contributed by them, in the erection of buildings for 
the use of the united counties. We believe that this would have 
the effect, not of hastening a disruption, but of cementing the 
union, until such time as it might appear beneficial to make the 
alteration. In any case, the county of Dundas is not likely to 
escape taxation for the repairs at Cornwall, when we consider the 
length of time that must intervene before the separation can be 
e&cted. We consider the subject of sufficient importance to quote 
a clause or two from the municipal act, as amended and consoli- 
dated by the 22 VTict, ch. 99, 1858. 

Section 39. "When the census returns taken under an Act of Par- 
liament, or under the authority of a By-law of the Council of any United 
Counties, show that the junior county of the union, contains not less 
than fifteen thousand inhabitants, then, if a majority of the reeves and 
deputy reeves of such county do, in the month of February in two suc- 
cessive years, pass a resolution afl&rming the expediency of the county 
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being separated from the onion ; and if in the month of Febroacj in the 
following or third year, a migoritj of the reeves transmit to the GoTemot 
in Council a petition for the sepf^ation, and if the Goyemor deems the 
circamstances of the junior countj such as to call for a separate estab* 
lishment of courts and other county institutions, he may, by proclama- 
tion setting forth these facts, constitute the reeres and deputy reeres for 
the county, a prorisional council, and in the proclamation appoint a 
time and plaoe for the first meeting of Uie council, and therein ntaom 
one of its members to preside at ihe meeting, and also therein detenuiw 
the place for, and the name of the county town. 

Section 46. '* After the proyisional councU has procured the neces* 
sary property, and erected thereon the proper buildings for a court 
house and gaol, the council may enter into an agreement with the seniot 
or remaining county or counties, /or payment to such county or conn* 
ties of any part of the dehU of the union as may be just, and for deter- 
mining the amount to be so paid and the times of payment. 

Section 49. " After the sum to be paid by the junior county to th« 
senior or remaining county or counties, has been paid or ascertained by 
agreement or arbitration, the Governor in Council shall appoint for the 
junior county, a judge, a surrogate, a sheriff, one or more coroners, a 
clerk 6f the peace, a registrar, and at least twelve justices of the 
peace. 

Section 61* ** After such appointmcmts are made, the Ctovemor shall 
by proclamation separate the junior county, and shall declare suchsepa* 
ration to take effect on the first day of January next, after the end of 
three calendar months from the date of the proclamation ; and on that 
day the courts and officers of the union shall cease to have any juris- 
diction in the junior county." 

Themnnicipal system of Upper Canada, is one of wMoh any 
people might be prond. Though still capable of improvement, 
and liable to abuse, it is perhaps the most perfbct municipal ^sy^- 
tern in the world. Mr. Morris in his pri«e essay says of it, " It 
is adapted in a very high d^ree to the wants of the county, is 
wrought mi^ fiidelity, and is proving highly serviceaUe, by teach- 
ing the people the habit of self government, and by familiariring 
them with the routine of business, localizing the system of l^is- 
laUon, and training up every where men for the various positioi:^ 
in ^vate and public Ufe, to which industry, energy, and ability 
may elevate them." 
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Its features and workings are already familiar to all, and tiiere- 
fere require no lengthened dissertation at onr hands. Previous 
to 1841, a few cities and towns in Canada, had been incorporated 
by special charters, but no municipal system had extended to the 
rural districts. In 1841 the inhabitants of each district in Upper 
Canada, were for ihQ first time constituted into corporate bodies, 
with powers to «ue and be sued, to levy and collect taxes, and to 
expend the monies so raised in the maintenance of sdiools, in 
making public improvements, and in the administration of justice. 
Each township haying more than 300 inhabitants was entitled to 
choose two councillors, the chairman of the district council was 
appointed by the Oovemor, and one-third of the entire number of 
councillors retired annually in rotation. Thus matters ranained 
until 1849, when the districts were abolished, and the present 
vfstem was introduced. Amendments were made from year to year 
until 1858, when all previous municipal laws were repealed, and 
one general and comprehensive enactment substituted. 

The council of every township and incorporated village, consbts 
of five councillors, elected annually upon the first Monday in 
January, throu^out the whole Province. The persons qualified 
to be elected councillors, are, residents of the county within which 
^e municipality lies, who are rated on the last revised assessment 
roll as proprietors or tenants of real property, to at least the follow- 
ii^ value, viz. :^-In townships, freehold property to the value of 
$400, or leasehold, $800. In incorporated villages, fireehdid to $40 
per annum, or leasehold to $80 per annum. The electors, are all 
such freeholders and householders as have be^ residents in the 
municipality for (me month before the election. Britii^ subjects of 
the full age of 21 years, who were rated as proprietors or tenants 
on t^ last revised assessment rolls for real property. In incor- 
porated villages, the annual value of such property must be at least 
$12, in towns $20, and in cities $30. The <x)uncillor& elect, meet 
on the third Monday in January Mowing their election, and then 
choose from amcmg their number a chairman^ who is styled Uie 
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" Reeve" and when the population of any township or incorpo- 
rated village, numbers 500 resident freeholders or householders, 
such council may also elect a " Deputy Reeved The Reeves and 
Deputy Reeves of the several municipalities in any county or union 
of counties, constitute the council of such county, which is pre- 
sided over by one of their number, elected by the council, and who 
is named the '^ Warden " of such county or union of counties. 

Each of the four townships of Dundas county, have thus their 
several councils to manage their local affairs, and each sends a 
Reeve and a Deputy Reeve to the United Counties council. 

The villages of Iroquois and Morrisburgh are also incorporated, 
the former by Act of Parliament in 1857, the latter by a by-law 
of the counties council, passed on the 17th of October, 1860. 

The amount expended by the township's council of Williams- 
burgh, during the year 1860, was $3403.43, of this, $1373 was 
spent on roads, $819 for county rates, $630 for schools, $153.75 
for salaries to councillors and clerks, and the balance for inciden- 
tal expenses. 

The receipts for the same year were $3691.82, of which ir746.- 
90 from Clergy Reserve fund, $2494.40 from taxation, $405 from 
tavern and shop licenses, the remainder from fines, &c. 

The municipal assessed taxes in the county of Dundas, includ- 
ing township rates, amount to two cents in four doUars ; the yearly 
assessment by school trustees, amounts to nearly one cent and one 
half in four doUars ; and the self-imposed tax for the support of 
religious ordinances, about one cent and one half more, so that the 
total direct taxes for schools, church, and state, amount to five cents 
for every four dollars worth of property held :— e. g. A farmer who 
owns one hundred acres of land, which with his personal property 
is vahied at $2000, should pay $10 for public taxes, $7.50 for the 
support of schools, and $7.50 for the support of religion, (t^ he 
paid his share,) in all $25 per annum. 

$9000 are annually expended by the several municipalities upon 
the roads of the county, including the Clergy Reserve grants of 
$3000. 
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Tlie counties' council for the united counties of Stormont, Dun- 
das, and Glengarry, consisted in I860, of fourteen Beeves, and 
eleven Deputy Reeves, in all 25, of whom 9 were from Dundas. 
The amount of monies expended by the county council for that 
year was $10,946. 

CornwjJl, the county town of the united counties, is distant by 
G. T. R, 25 miles from Morrisburgh, and 32 from Iroquois. 
The court house, gaol, and public offices are there situated. There 
also are held the Court of Queen's Bench, of Quarter Sessions, and 
the sittings of the counties' council. 

The county of Dundas was named in 1792, in honour of Mr. 
Dundas, at that time colonial secretary in England.* When this 
part of Canada was originally surveyed in 1783, the townships 
were numbered, and it was not until some time after that they were 
named, and even for many years after being named, they con- 
tinued to be designated as the 1st, 2nd, 3rd townships, and so on. 
To this day, the township of Osnabruck is more frequently styled 
the " third town/^ than by its own euphonious German name. The 

•Henry Dundas, Esq., born the 28th April, 1742, was the youngest son 
of Robert Dundas of Amiston, (in Scotland), Lord President of the 
Court of Session. He was appointed Lord Adrocate of Scotland in 
1775: having subsequently filled some high official situations in the 
Government of England, during the administration of Mr. Pitt, he was 
elevated to the Peerage in 1802, as Baron Duneira and Viscount Mel- 
ville. 

Lord Melville was impeached by the House of Commons in 1805, for 
alleged malversation in his office as Treasurer of the Nayy, and after a 
trial by his peers, in Westminster Hall, adjudged not guilty. 

Obiit, 1811. Seat, Melville Castle, Edinburgh. 

Motto. ** Quod potui, perfeci." {Burked Peeras^e.) 

At some future, perchance far distant, day, having separated from its 
sister counties, a motto may be sought for the official seal of Dundas. 
If so, we hope that the one above given will be selected, in memory of 
the statesman whose name the county bears, as well as for the sentiment 
it conveys, "I have done what I ooold." 

P 
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nuabers ecmimeneed with Chariotte&burgh, and ecoiinQed » oon- 
seoutiye order to the Bay of Q«int^. Lanoa«t^, though natiurally 
the first in order, was not then numbered amongst the townships. It 
was considered utterly wcHthless, and was more commooly known 
as the " sunken '' township. 

Williamsburgh was doubtless named in honor of Prince Wil- 
liam H^nry, Duke of Clarence, who in 1831 ascended the throne 
of England as William lY. Prince William visited Canada and 
Nova Scotia in 1787. He was then in the navy, and eommimded 
the " Pegasus " of 84 guns. Aft^ visiting Quebec and Montreal, 
he passed some time at Sorel, and sanctioned the change of the 
nsune c^ that place to his own, ^^ William Henry,'' which it still 
bears. Matilda probably owes its name to the Princess Charlotte 
Augusta Matilda, late queen of Wirtemburgh, eldest danghter of 
King George III, by Queen Charlotte.f Winchester derives its 
name horn the Earl of that ilk, who preceded Dundas as Colo- 
nial Secretary. Mountain was so called in honor of Br. Mo«n- 
tain, the first Protestant Bishop in Canada. This township was 
partially settled at a very early period in the history of the county ; 
a few families having come in by the way of KemptviUe, long be- 
fore the swamps lying between it and the St. Lawrence be^une 
passable. 
Legal iNsriTuriONS.-By an ordinance of the Governor in Conn- 

t King Geo. III. died in 1820, at the advanced age of 82, harmg 
reigned sixty years. He had by his Qaeen Charlotte, nine sons and six 
daughters, whose names afford a key to many of the townships in the 
eastern part of 0. W. They were as follows :— 

(1) Geo. IV. (2) Frederick, Duke of York. (3) WUliam Benry, 
Dvke of Clarence, (William lY .) (4) Charlotte Augusta Matilda, ob. 
1828; (S) Edward, Duke of ^ient, ob. 1820, (father of Queen Victoria.) 
(6) Augusta Sophia. (1) Elizabeth. (8) Ernest Augustus. (9) Au- 
gustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex. (10) Adolphus Frederick, Duke of 
Cambridge. (11) Mary, Duchess of Gloucestnr. (li) Sophia. (1^ 
Octavius. (U) Alfred. (15) Amelia* 
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cH of the Provinoe of Qoebee, in 1784, there were eertaui rtgyik,- 
tions made for the trial of causes, under and over £10 sterfijig^ im 
tl^ Court of Common Pleas, and r^nkUng the time of the defim- 
dant's appearance in Montrealy in case that he resided aboyo the 
LoDgue Soult, on the Ottawa Elver, or beyond Oswegotehii^ in 
the nppw parts of the Province. 

The first act in the statute book of Upper Canada^ rc^;ardiii|^ 
the jurisdiction of courts was in 1792, Geo. Ill, ehs^^ 4, whieh 
prohibited the summary proceedings of the common {4eae, and re- 
quired the intervention of a jury in causes above forty sUUingn^ 
Quebec currency. Chap. 6 of the same year, established a court 
of requests, to be held by two or more justices of the peaee^ in 
divisions to be established by the county quarter sessions. Tht9 
jurisdiction was afterwards extended to £5 currency, where Ibe 
debt wa& ascertained by the defendant's signature. In 1794, the 
Court of King's Bench was erected in Up[)er Canada, imd tkt 
same year district courts were established, having jurisdiction in 
natters of debt from forty i^iliings to £15. 

In 1841, by the 4th and 5th Vict. chap. 3, the Courts of Re- 
quest w^e abolished, and the name, '* Pistrict Court,'' waadianged 
to '^ County Court" This act has since been amended by seveial 
other statutes, and now finally settled by the consolidated aet of 
1859. Under which, the jurisdiction of the County Courti ex- 
tends to $400, and that of the Pivi^on Courts to $100. 

The Court of Queen's Bench holds semi-annual Courts of As- 
size, and Nisi Prius as in England. It is held at Cornwall 
itsually in the months of April and October. The County Court 
and Quarter Sessions sit fi[mr times in the year, at the same {^ace, 
and are presided over by Judge Jarvis. He also presides over tiie 
IHvision Courts, which arc held six times in the year in the fron* 
townships of Dundas, and four times in the rear townships. The 
amount of litigation in the county, may be gathered from the fad 
thidi it is not uncommon for the Judge to dispose of 100 cases ia % 
day. In the course of the year 1859, tjie nunUier of caaai fa^ 
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•ing before Mm m the Kvision Conrts of tlie Cormty of Ptmdair^ 
HBAched 2920. The sums sued for amounted to $45,525 for 
Bundad, and f 118,836 for the three countiea. 

The Division Court is, in Upper Canada, the court of lowest 
jtirisdiction, anfd, its sessious being held in various localities withia 
each county, a great variety of trifling suits are disposed of speedily^ 
dheapiy, and, in most cases, satisfactorily. The decisions are 
usually given upon the judge's own responsibility, but he may call 
ia the assistance of a jury in any case, or, either of the parties 
interested may demand a jury. This privilege, however, k rarely 
enercised. So much so is this the case, that the practical working 
of this court seems opposed to the generally received opinion as to 
the beneficial results usually attributed to the system of '^ trial by 
jury." In nineteen cases out of twenty, the common-sense femoier 
considers his cause safer in the hands of one disinterested indivi- 
dual, than of a dozen of his brother farmers. 

Judge Ande^:8on was the first District Judge for the Eastern 
District. Like Duncan the former Judge for the Lunenburgh 
District, he had been a Captain in Sir John Johnston's r^ment. 
He however retired in 1818, and was succeeded by Judge Sheek. 
This gentleman, was the proprietor of the mills at Mille-roches, 
and from him Sheek's Island takes its name. In 1822, Judge 
%erwood, an eminent lawyer of Brockville, father of the present 
Receiver General, the Hon. George Sherwood, was appointed, and 
held the office until 1825, when he was promoted to the King's 
Bench. The vacancy was filled by the appointment of David 
Jones, Esquire, of Brockville. Mr. Jones was a lawyer in good 
practice residing in Brockville : when the act of 1842 was passed, 
requiring the Judge to reside in the county, he did not consider 
the appointment sufficiently important to warrant his removing to 
Cornwall, and Judge Jarvis was appointed in his place, in Jan- 
uary of that year. Judge Jarvis had previously been Judge of 
the Ottawa District from 21st December 1825 and of the John- 
ston District &om June 1837, consequently he has now been pre- 
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fddiiig on ike Bench for a period of over thirty-five years ; longer 
ihan any other Judge in Upper Oanada. Our worthy Chief 
Justice, Sir John B. Robinson, was not promoted to the Bench 
till Aflgnst 1829. 

Judge Jarvis was sworn in as an attorney, in November 1820, 
on the same day wiUi the late Sir James B. McCaulay, Chi^ 
Justice in the Common Pleas, and was called to the Bar, in Hilary 
term 1823. He commenced practice in 1820 tn Cornwall, where 
he has since resided. At the time he was called to the Bar, he 
fitood No. 68 on the Barrister's RoU, there are now only 14 above 
iiim, and he stands No. 8 on the Benchers R-oU as a director of 
the Law Society. At the time of his appointment to the Bench of 
these counties in 1842, the Division Courts were established, con^ 
fiequently he had the onerous task of organizing them, 

Mr. Jarvis was born at Frederic ton, in the Province of New 
Brunswick, on the 2lst April 1797, he is consequently in his 
64th year. He came to this Province with his father's family in 
1809, and resided at Toronto till 15 years of age. He entered 
the army in 1612, at the commencement <»f the last American 
war, during the whoie of which he served. He was present at 
the battle of Queenston Heights, in the light company of the 49th, 
when the brave and lamented General Brock with sword in hand 
placed himself at their head, and led them up the mountain at 
double quick time, in the teeth of a sharp fire from the enemy's 
riflemen. He stood within a few feet of the General where he 
fell, and in the retreat that followed, was made a prisoner. He 
was with the Grenadiers of the 8th regiment at the battle of 
York, on the 27th April 1813, where his regiment was almost 
annihilated by the overwh^ming numbers of the enemy. He was 
present at the battles of Stoney Creek,Beaver Dams and Black Rock, 
as well as at Chippewa, with the 8th, where they were severely 
handled. He commanded a company of that regiment in the 
hard fought action of Lundy's Lane, where that extraordinary 
eonfiict was sustained till midnight. Present at the unsuoces^ul 
assault of Fort Erie^ he also took part in repulsing the memorable 
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sortie of that Fort in September. From the 29th of July till th« 
21«t September, he never had his clothes offj every other day he 
waa on piquet, and daring the whde time, under constant fire 
from the enemy's guns. Nearly every day it rained, and huts 
ooBStmcted with the branches of trees, formed their only covering. 

During the rebellion, Judge Jarvis raised three troops of lancers, 
most of whom were the young braves of the County of Dnndas, 
Lt Martin Carman, Cornet Qeorge M. Crysler, Major and Pay- 
Master. J. W. Loux, now M. P. P. for the County of Russel, 
and others were among the number. 

Judge Jarvis' life has thus been devoted to his country since 
childhood, and while we doubt not his services were duly appre- 
ciated in every station whi^ he has occupied, in none could they 
have been more so, than in his capacity as County Ju(%e, a station 
for which his natural qualifications are eminently suitable. Gen- 
tlamanly and afiable in his manners, prompt and impartial in his 
decisions, he has won for himself the esteem and respect of the 
inhabitants of these United Counties. 

Educational. — Before speaking of the schools of Ihindas, it 
may be interesting to glance at the history of our sehool system 
stiM in its in&ncy, and to measure its already marvellous propor- 
tions, by a few figures from the Superintendent's Report for 
1858. 

As i^eady mentioned sdbools have existed in the County from 
its veiy first settlem^^t. The first Legislative enactment however 
for the support of schools, was in 1807, when the sum of £800 
was appropriated for the establishment of public sdioc^ in Upper 
Canada. It was then enacted, that there should be one public 
ichool in each of the eight Districts in Upper Canada, and that 
£100 should be paid annually to the teacher of each schod. 
Five trustees were appointed for the management of eacA school, 
by the Crovemor, and all their proceedings were rendwed subjeot 
to his approval. 

!^ further provisicm waa made until 1816 when the sum of 
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£6000 was annually appropriated for the establishment of common 
ichoolsj to be divided amongst, the then, ten Districts pf (Jpper 
Canada, according to population. The Eastern District ranking 
among the highest, received £800 yearly, as large an amount as 
had previously been allotted to the whole Province. At this time 
the inhabitants were first empowered to elect, as at present, three 
trustees for each school, with nearly similar powers. A board of 
education was also established in each District, to wh6m the 
trustees were to report once in ^ree months, the Board itself 
reporting to the Governor, once a year. No allowance to any 
single school was permitted to exceed £25 annually. 

This act was partially repealed in 1820, when it was enacted 
that only £2500 should be paid annually from the public chest 
in aid of common schools. Each of the Districts receiving £250, 
and no single school to draw more than £12 10s. per annum. In 
1824, the continuance of the last act referred to was extended, 
and a sum of £150 per annum in addition, granted, for the en- 
couragement of common, and Sunday schools, to be expended on 
such books and tracts, as were designed to afiFord moral and reli- 
gious instruction. In 1836, the public grant was increased to 
£5650. 

The next act to provide for the advancement of education in 
Upper Canada was the 2nd Vict. chap. 10 in 1839. This act 
provided that, when the old District schools should be declared 
to be Grammar schools, and trustees for them were elected by the 
Governor, the sum of £100 per annum should be granted to each 
such grammar school, and £200 to each District, for the purpose 
of building a school-house, on the condition that the inhabitants 
of that District should raise a like sum. 

After the union of the Provinces, by the 4th and 5th Vict. eh. 
18, in 1841, a permanent fund was established for the support of 
common schools ; £50,000* was granted annually, which, by the 
7th Vic. in 1843, was to be equally divided between Canada East 
and Canada West. In 1846 the school system was revised, and 
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a Normal and Model School established at Toronto, by an appro- 
priation of £1500 for providing suitable buildings, and an annual 
grant of £1500 for the support of the Normal School. In 184^, 
in addition to the existing grant, one million acres of land, were 
set apart to form a fund for school purposes. 

All former School Acts were swept away by the comprehensive 
act of 13 and 14 Vict. c. 48, in 1850, which waa entitled " An 
Act for the better establishment and maintenance of common 
schools in Upper Canada," which, with a few supplementary and 
explanatory clauses, including the erection of separate schools, 
with equal privileges for Roman Catholics and Protestants, inau- 
gurated the present school system of Canada — a system which, 
upon examination, will be found to exhibit a wonderful combina- 
tion, and no less wonderful simplicity of mechanism. Hitherto 
it has worked harmoniously, and been of incalculable benefit to 
the Province, insinuating its influence into the remotest settle- 
ments, and diffusing civilization, intelligence, and enterprise over 
the length and breadth of the land. Much of the success of the 
school system, is unquestionably due to the chief superintendent, 
Dr. Ryerson, who may be said to have originated it, and under 
whose management it has attained its present efficiency. 

In 1858 there were in operation in Upper Canada 3866 com- 
mon schools, with 4202 teachers, and 293,693 scholars; 94 
separate schools, chiefly Roman Catholic, with 118 teachers and 
9991 scholars ; 75 grammar schools, with 4459 scholars, besides 
the Normal and Model Schools, with about 400 scholars. The Legis- 
lative grant for all the schools of Upper Canada in 1858 was $177,- 
913 ; to colleges $20,000, and to Literary and Scientific institu- 
tions $17,000. At the same time there were in operation, 11 
colleges, 46 private academies, 255 private schools, with an aggre- 
gate of 7467 pupils. The number of youth receiving instruction 
during the year at school and college yas thus 316,000, and the 
large sum of $1,727,498 was expended in their education, from 
all sources, public and private, showing an average of $5. 46^ per 
annum for each scholar. 
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During the year, 170 superannuated or worrtrout (so called in 
the report) teachers, received pensions varying from $5 to $70 
each per annum, according to the number of years they had been 
in the service. 

The whole system is controlled by a council of public instruction 
and a chief superintendent of education, who is ex officio a mem- 
ber of the council, and who, as well as the council, is appointed 
by ih& crown. The council meet from time to time in Toronto? 
where a handsome departmental building was erected for its occu- 
pancy in 1852, at a cost of $100,000. The grounds surrounding 
it extend to eight acres, and are tastefully laid out with a view 
of being at once useful and ornamental. They comprise a gym- 
nasium, as well as afford practical illustrations in horticulture and 
agriculture. There is also a museum attached, containing nume- 
rous interesting collections of sculpture, painting, geological 
specimens, models and engravings. The public are admitted to 
the museum upon leaving their names in the visitors' book, at the 
Education Office," arw? their sticks and umbrellas in the ante-room.^^ 
The department includes a depository for public school libraries, 
for prize books, and for school maps and apparatus ; during the 
last five years 182,267 volumes have been distributed to schools 
and institutions. The expenditure for books, maps and apparatus in 
1858 was $32,664. Then there is the departmental library, the 
Chief Superintendent's office and apartments for his clerks and 
staff of assistants ; the Normal and Model Schools occupy a space 
in rear of the main building, and are connected with it by a spa- 
cious corridor. 

The Chief Superintendent receives a salary of $4000 per 
annum. His deputy and numerous staff of clerks and assistants 
receive together, $10,143. The amount returned .as contingencies 
under the head of education, in the public accounts for 1858 was 
$50,000 more. Two Grammar School Inspectors are paid $1000 
each, and each local superintendent of common schools at the rate 
of $4 per school, say $15,464. It thus costa us the formidable 
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Bum of $81,607 annually, to oil the wheels of this gigantic engine. 
The total public expenditure, under the head of education, for 
Upper and Lower Canada in 1858 was, $529,365.21. 

We have in Dundas County, one grammar School, 72 common 
schools, and a few private schools. 

Thb Grammar School is situated in the village of Iroquois. 
It is a substantial stone edifice, erected in 1843, by John A. Ca^ 
man, Esq., and was by him generously made a present to the 
county ; one acre of eligible land is attached to it, which was 
also a gift, from Mr. Coons. The land and building are valued 
at $3000. It is styled the " Matilda County Grammar School," 
which of course is an ' anomaly, fmd ought to be rendered ^' The 
Dundas County Grammar School.' ' This school receives govern- 
ment aid in the same ratio as otiier jimior county grammar schools, 
the appropriation being made to counties, and imions of counties in 
proportion to population, and to individual grammar schools ac- 
cording to the average attendance at each. It is conducted by 
two teachers, male wid female, the former teaches the higher 
branches of English, mathematics, and the classics. Music, draw- 
ing, &(}., are taught by the latter. The number of pupils in 1858 
was 55, and the tuition fees as follows — ^English, mathematics, 
and classics $3 to $4 per quarter. Music, &c., $7 per quarter. 
The teachers' salaries are $600 and $300 respectively, and the 
government grant $394 per annum. The gr.ammar school is 
governed by a board of eight trustees, holding office for three 
years. Two are appointed annually by thecounUes' council, two of 
their number retiring yearly by rotation. 

The grammar-school trustees have at present no powers for 
levying assessments for the support of the school, in this respect 
their position is inferior to that of the common school trustees. 
It is true they may apply to the county council for aid, but it is 
also true that the county council may refuse, and very often have 
revised to have any^ng to do wiUi them. There is unques* 
tionably room for amendment in this feature of the grammar 
school law. 
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The Common Schools. In 1859 there were in Dfindas 
county 72 common schools in operation, 73 teachers and 10 
vacant schools. The number of children in the county of sohod 

age that is from 5 to 16 years, was 5009. 

The number attending school was 4244. 

The number who did not attend any school 661. 

Number not reported, including private schools... 62. 
The average time during which all the schools were kept open 
was 10 months and 6 days. Of the 72 schools, 49 were free 
schools, that is, supported by a direct tax on the real property 
within the school section, and the school thrown open to all, free 
of tuition fees; the remainder were supported by a charge of 
one shilling and three pence per month for each scholar, and the 
deficiency made up by assessment. 
The receipts of common schools were. 

From Legislative grants $2196.00 

Municipal grants 2191.00 

Local assessment by trustees 6144.20 

Kate bills at Is. 3d. per month 652.09 

Balances, and other sources 552 . 82 

Total receipte for schools in Bundas Co. in 1859 .$11, 736. 11 

The average annual salary of teachers in the county was, male 
teachers, boarded, $174, without board $248. Females, boarded, 
$97, without board $141. The highest salary paid was $460. 
The lowest to male teacher $120. One half of the teachers 
board, week about, with the inhabitants of the School section ; 
it is to be hoped this antediluvian custom will soon be abolished. 
Of the teachers, 43 were males, and 30 females ; wily 10 held a 
first class certificate, 52 a second class, and 11 a third class certi- 
ficate. 

The sum of $33,360 was expended in 1858 from the public 
chest in aid of literary and scientific institutions. Of Ihis sum, 
$6580,00 was paid to observatories in Toronto and Quebec, the 
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remainder was appropriated chiefly to Mechanics' Institutes. Of 
these there are in all Canada about 140, each receiving from 
government an annual sum, varying from $100 to $200. 

Of benevolent and literary societies in Dundas we have to 
present but a very meagre catalogue. There are two temperance 
societies, neither of them in a very flourishing condition j two 
lecture associations, under whose auspices courses of lectures are 
delivered during the winter months, and seventeen " Orange 
Lodges." Of these last, 13 have been organized within the last five or 
six years. Their present strength is said to be about 500. There 
are no efficient public libraries, reading rooms, scientific or literary 
institutions in the county, beyond what has been mentioned, 
excepting it be our agricultural societies, which now fall to be 
noticed. 

The first agricultural society in the county was established in 
the year 1830. One Bartholomew Tench, a merchant in Matilda, 
seems to have been the first to move in the matter ; he drafted a 
constitution for it, and used his infiuence to induce the farmers to 
join it. Its first president was Peter Shaver, Esq., and John 
Flagg, Esq., was Secretary-Treasurer. During the first few 
years of its existence, being a novelty, it attracted some attention, 
and numbered about forty members. It was not long, however, 
before envy, jealousy, and discord, found their way into the agri- 
cultural wigwam, and the efforts of the directors to please every 
body resulted, as a matter of course, in their pleasing nobody. 
From the first, this society received from government two dollars 
for every one subscribed, and as the members gradually decreased, 
so in proportion did the share of the spoil increase to those who 
remained. A township society, was soon afterwards formed in 
Matilda, the one in Williamsburg still retaining the name of the 
county of Dundas Agricultural Society. 

In 1847 both societies had dwindled down to ludicrous propor- 
tions, when a few disinterested parties came to the rescue, and 
year by year, very slowly indeed, the county society began to 
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emerge out of the state of confusion and misrule which had 
obstructed its usefulness. In January, 1852, it was deemed desi- 
rable to abolish township societies altogether, and to unite in one, 
the whole eastern district. A district society was then organized 
of which the Hon. Philip Vankoughnet was chosen president, and 
in October of that year, an agricultural exhibition was held in 
Cornwall, which passed off remarkably well. 

The Act of 1852, establishing a bureau and board of agriculture 
accompanied by a new code of laws for the management of agri- 
cultural societies, opened up a new era in their existence. Under 
this act $1000 were granted annually to counties or unions of coun- 
ties, or $600 annually to any single county in such union. This 
act was amended in 1857, when it was provided that each county 
returning a member of parliament should receive a sum not ex- 
ceeding $800 annually towards the support of agricultural socie- 
ties therein, with the proviso that they should have in each such 
society at least fifty members, paying not less than five shillings 
each annually. By this arrangement the government agreed to 
pay three dollars for every one raised by the local society, up to 
the specified amount ; it was also provided that three-fifths of this 
governmental grant should be divided amongst the several town- 
ship or branch societies, organized under this act. 

In February, 1853, the present county society was reorganized, 
Jacob Brouse, Esq., being chosen president. Branch societies 
were established in Mountain and Winchester in 1857, and are 
still upheld with considerable spirit in these townships. 

The various agricultural societies throughout the Province 
are exerting an influence for good, by stimulating a generous 
rivalry, and by bringing articles of real merit prominently into 
public notice. It is questionable, however, whether they are doing 
aU the good that they might, considering that the large sum of 
$111,032 is annually expended by government in their support. 
Hitherto the farmers of the Province have not manifested their 
appreciation of this liberal policy, as they ought to have done, and 
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mHch of the money expended by agricultural societies, has been 
little better than a squandering of the public funds. The impor- 
tant ends of seeking, by this means to introduce a better system 
of agriculture, and better breeds of live stock, have, in many 
cases been entirely overlooked in pandering, to the selfish propen- 
sities of the many, who seem to regard an equal distribution of 
the dollars and cents as more desirable. Were liberal premiums 
awarded for the best cultivated farms, and to the men who should 
in ihe most intelligible language, tell their brother farmers by 
what process they have been enabled to grow the best crops, much 
more good might be done, than by expending large sums of money 
in small premiums, for a bushel, or a bag of the best grain, Jffid 
roots of different kinds, and in a variety of ways even more 
objectionable. 



CHAPTER Xt. 

Popul4tion of Dondas And adjacent Counties—Exports And tmpoiftd of 
the County — Manufactures — Progress* 

Having a tender regard for those of our readers who have an 
antipathy to wading through columns of figures, we shall condense 
as much as possible what we have collected for this chapter. Dry 
and uninteresting though the figures may be to some^ none but 
those who have made the attempt, can form any idea of the time 
and labor necessary to procure the information which they repre* 
Bent Indeed) but for the assistance of Mr. Johnston, the census 
commissioner for the county, added to the kind aid of Mr. Hutton^ 
the Secretary of the Board <^ Statistics at Quebec, we could not 
have attempted to give accurate details of the population, the 
various religious denominations, or the agricultural productions of 
the county. 

The following figures exhibit the population atid relative ia^ 
crease of the counties bordering upon Dundas, and which from 
their position are commonly known as " Central Canada^^' 

County. Population, 1862. . l86l. 

Leeds.... »»..». * 30,280 36,827 

Lanark. 2T,313 31^8 

CarletOB. .»..*. .«»,.«<..««<.. 33)631 29|5(0 
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GrenvUle 20,707 24,293 

Prescott 10,487 15,412 

Renfrew 9,415 29,503 

Russel 2,870 6,818 

Stormont , 14,643 18,150 

Dundas 13,811 18,824 

Glengarry 17,596 21,154 



Kemptyille 1059 

Merrickville 908 

Morrisbnrgh 857 

Renfrew 695 

Iroquois 617 



The following is the population of the towns and villages within 
the above counties, in so far as they have been published, 

Ottawa City 14,754 

Brockville 4,091 

Prescott 2,568 

Perth 2,500 

Cornwall 1,899 

Smith's Falls, about, . 1,200 

The population of Dundas County is distributed as follows : — 
Williamsburgh, 5529. Matilda, 5473. Winchester, 4149. 
Mountain, 3683. 

The number of farmers in Williamsburgh, 545. Matilda, 597. 
Winchester, 553. Mountain, 511. Total, 2206. 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS OP DUNDAS, 1860. 



c: 






Bus. 

Pail 

Wheat. 


Bus. 


Bus. 
Barley. 


Bus. 
Rye. 


Bus. 
Peas. 


Bus. 
Oats. 


Bus. 
Buck 
Wheat. 


1 

2 
3 

4 


Williamsburgh 

Matilda, 

Mountain, .... 
Winchester, .. 

Totals, ... 


508 

320 

940 

1,284 


51,964 
58,881 
61,190 
62,002 


17,789 

27,556 

4,961 

7,057 


530 

77 

1,753 

310 


10,448 
14,002 
10,598 
11,181 


112,177 

122,269 

76,287 

77,838 


9,464 
6,177 
3,859 
3,122 




3,052 


234,037 


67,363 


2,670 


46,229 


388,571 


22,622 




Bus. 
Corn, 


Bus. 
Potatoes. 


Bus. 
Turnips 


Bus. 

M'ngolds 


Bus. 
Carrots. 


Bus. 
Beans. 


Lbs. 

Hops. 


Tons 
Hay. 


Bus. 

Timoth. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


7,069 

10,912 

7,023 

6,222 


46,454 
69,934 
42,362 
38,108 


481 

150 

991 

2,299 


2,145 

1,000 

180 

818 


3,956 
2,084 
3,223 
4,179 


116 
46 
43 

316 


87 

88 

3,346 

139 


4,002 
6,420 
3,642 
3,571 


262 
19 
48 

357 




31,226 


196,858 


3,921 


4,143 


13,442 


621 


3,660 


17,636 


686 
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Lbs, 
Flax. 


Lbs. 
Wool 


Lbs. 
M.Sugr. 


Galls. 
Cider. 


Yds. 
Cloth. 


Yds. 
Linen. 


Yds. 
FUnnl. 


Barrels 
Beef. 


Barrels 
Pork. 


1 

2 
3 

4 


3,248 

150 

50 

377 


14,447 

16,895 

9,776 

10,222 


32,489 
10,295 
16,396 
18,575 


174 4,068 
2,818 3,436 

— 2,643 

— 2,341 


1,016 

231 

47 

140 


9,338 
9,352 
8,755 
6,419 


381 
975 
295 
210 


1,325 
1,465 
1,245 
1,417 




3,825 


51,340 


77,755 


2,992 12,488 


1,433 


33,864 


1,861 


5,452 




Heads 

Cattle. 


Heads 
Horses. 


Heads 
Sheep. 


Heads 
Pigs. 


Total 
value of 
livestock 


Lbs 
Butter. 


Lbs. 
Cheese. 






1 
2 
3 

4 


4,064 
4,582 
3,337 
1,658 


1,865 
3,787 
1,299 
1,464 


4,566 
4,722 
3,073 
3,166 


1,662 
1,813 
1,389 
1,385 


$188,644 
156,147 
106,933 
111,117 


163,758 
197,655 
122,930 
134,195 


21,955 

13,969 

2,310 

2,288 






13,641 


8,415 


15,527 


6,249 


562,841 


618,538 


40,522 





We have only given the totals of 32 out of the 64 columns which 
occupy the agricultural sheets of the census for the single county 
of Dundas, In order to arrive at the figures given, it has been 
necessary to add more than two thousand lines of figures in each 
column. This may afford some idea of the amount of labor to be 
accomplished before the personal and agricultural census of the 
78 counties of Canada, besides cities, towns, and villages, can be 
presented to the public. 

Thirty-four enumerators were employed upon an average eight 
days in taking the census of Dundas, and recording about 550 
names : their remuneration was two cents for each nune. The 
labors of the enumerators were superintended by one commissioner 
in each county ; by him the sheets were all revised, in many cases 
corrected, in not a few instances entirely re-written, and each 
column added up, before they were forwarded to the Head Office 
in Quebec. The commissioners received a salary of 12s. 6d. per 
day while so employed. 

The total cost to the Province of taking the census will be about 
♦200,000, 
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The number of shops and stores in the county of Dundas^ for 
the sale of merchandize, was in 1859, seventy-two ; of these, 30 
were in the township of Williamsburgh, 24 in Matilda, 11 in 
Winchester, and 7 in Mountain. The invoice value of the goods 
sold in the county was as follows : — 

In the township of Williamsburgh $1 12,50 

" « Matilda 57,600 

*< " Winchester 56,250 

** " Mountain 13,875 

Total value of goods sold in 1859 $240,225 

Tradcirs sell at an average advance of 25 per cent, for cash, upon 
invoice prices, so that the farmers of the county paid the sum of 
$320,300 for store goods. The number of families in the county 
was about 3000, shewing an average annual expenditure by each 
family for merchaiidize of $106.76. 

Nine jshopkeepers in Williamsburgh sell for $7,500 each. Five 
sell for $4,500, six for $2,250, five for $1,050, and five for $750 
each, in Matilda, four sell for $4,875 each, seven for $3,000, 
six for $1,800, and seven for $900 each. In Mountain, one sells 
for $6,(K)0, four for $1,500, and two for I937J each. 

The ^sparity betwixt Williamsburgh and Matilda, is caused 
by Mor^burgh being near the boundary of Matilda, while Iro- 
quois, the trading point of the latter, is six miles from the boun- 
dary linle, consequently a large portion of *the people of Matilda 
trade in Williamsburgh. 

With respect to the annexed table of exports from the county, 
it may be remarked, that the figures represent only such quanti- 
ties exported by the river and railway, as could be traced with 
certainty. A large additional amount of produce found its way 
to Ottawa, Kemptville, and Prescott, by private conveyance, of 
which no account is taken. The table is therefore but an ap- 
proximation, and is valuable as shewing the diversity, rather than 
the precise quantity of exports. 



XI.] 



EXPORTS AND IMPORTS. 



243 



Produce Exported prom Dundas County — 1859. 



6,611 


Barrels 


37,000 


Bushels 


18,4'74 


u 


32,238 


tt 


2,000 


u 


635 


Barrels 


180,000 


lbs. 


4,327 


ti 


2^700 


It 


65,000 


dozen 


13,500 


lbs. 


25,650 


u 


22,000 


u 


10 


tons 


578 


head 


150 


(( 


2.683 


u 


.9.000 


cords 


1.633.000 


pieces 


250,000 


u 


750,000 


ic 


100,000 


tt 


680,000 


feet 


128,000 


11 


20,000 


pieces 


30,000 


feet 


200 


pieces 


100 


It 


200 




8 




80 




4 





Flour at $6 

Wheat at $1.10 

Oats at 35 cents 

Barley at 60 cents 

Peas at 60 cents 

Potash at $30 

Butter at 15 cents 

Poultry at 6 " 

Lard at 8 " 

Eggs at 10 " 

Wool (washed) at 30 cents. • 

Hides (dry and green) at 8 cents. . . 
Pork, Beef, Ham, Bacon, at 7 cents. 

Bran and Shorts at $13 

Cattle at $20 ,. . 

Horses at $l 00 

Sheep and Pigs at $3 

Fire wood at $1.50 to $1.75 

Out Staves at $5i per 100 

Sawed Staves at $5 J per 100 

Racked Hoops at $3.50 per 100 

Shaved Hoops at $9 per 100 

Sawed Pine Lumber at $8 

Squared timber at $35 

Hickory Hand-spikes at 6 cents 

Oak Steamboat Buckets at $19 

" Paddle arms at $1.. 

" Fenders at $1.50... 

Shingles and Lath 

Fanning Mills at $24 

Buggies at $90 

Ploughs at $8 

Sleighs at $32 



$ cts. 

34,062 00 

40,700 00 

6,465 90 

19,342 80 

1,200 00 

16,050 00 

27,000 00 

216 35 

216 00 

6,600 00 

4,050 00 

2,052 00 

1,540 00 

130 00 

11,1560 00 

15,100 00 

7,749 00 

14,500 00 

8,573 00 

1,376 00 

2,626 00 

900 00 

4,640 00 

4,480 00 

1,200 00 

570 00 

200 CO 

150 00 

45 00 

4,800 00 

720 00 

640 00 

128 00 



Total exports from the county $239,480 05 

The value of produce exported to the United States entered at 
the Custom House, was $40,189. 

The value of free goods imported from U. S. was $24,901 

The value of duty paying goods " " . « 6 399 

Total imports from U. S., 1859 $31,300 

Free goods are those imported under the Reciprocity Treaty, 
two-thirds of which are composed of travellers* horses and car- 
riages, settlers' household stuff, &c. 
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The amount of freight forwarded by the Grand 

Trunk R. R. in 1859, was, from Williamsburgh, 1177 tons. 
Do, do. do Matilda 1025 « 



Total, 2202 « 

Manufactures, — The following table shows the nnmber of 
mills and manufactories in the county of Dundas, in 1859. 
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The above mills and factories work chiefly for the home market, 
and their exports are included in the general exports of the county. 
Grist mills grind upon an average six bushels of wheat per hour, 
each run of stones. Saw mills cut 2,500 feet per day, each saw, 
while working. The carriage factories turn out annually 38 
bu^es at $90 each, 70 cutters at $32 each, 30 waggons at $70 
each, and 30 sleighs at 24 each. 

The steam stave-cutting machine in Matilda cuts 10,000 
staves per day, or from 60 to 70 per minute, while working. It 
is driven by a steam engine of 25 horse power, which is worked 
by consuming the refuse shavings alone for fuel, and gives em- 
ployment to ten hands. Ash and elm are the materials from 
which the staves are manufactured. These are brought to the 
saill in blocks split out of lai^ trees, and sawed in stave length, 
worth about $3 per c(^. The blocks are soaked in boiling water 
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until softened, sliced off f of an inch in thickness, by a ponderous 
knife, at the rate already mentioned, and are then shaped and 
and finished by machinery, and sent to Montreal to he made into 
flour, salt, and plaster barrels. 

Staves cut by circular saw are a trifle more valuable than those 
cut by the steam soaking process, and are made at the rate of from 
seven to eight per minute. 

The fanning mill factory in Williamsburgh, has an engine of 
dght horse power which runs by consuming shavings aad saw 
clust, employs six hands at $1 per day, and turns out 250 milk 
|)er annum, at $24 each. 200 ef these are sent to Montreal, 
Ottawa and Glengarry. In the foundry are cast 65 tons of metal 
annually, 400 ploughs are turned out at^ $8 each when finished, 
75 stoves at $20, besides other castings. 

The lock-gate factory is the property of Mr, Chaffey, and is 
situated in Morrisburgh. It comprizes a saw mill, with upright, 
and large circular saws, planing machines, drilling and boring 
machines, with other conveniences for the building of the huge 
lock-gates that are used in the St. Lawrence canals. In 1859 
seven pairs of gates were made at $3000 a pair, which might very 
properly be added to the exports of the county. 

A first class grist mill, of stone or brick with flume complete, 
eosts from $3500 to $4000 per run of stones. A first class saw 
mill complete, except the dam, costs $1000 to $1500 per saw. A 
first class steam engine (high pressure) costs $100 per horsepower 
delivered in the county- 

A well finished farm-house of brick or stone 36 X 26 with 
kitchen, &e., 24 X 18, one story and a half in height, with 
cellar underneath, costs $1600. A large number of the farm- 
houses in the county are of this class. A few however are to be 
found of higher pretensions, that have cost from $6000 to $10,000. 
In the new settlements are to be found every variety of dwellings, 
from the humble shanty,, with its stoop, valued at five pounds 
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worth of labor, to the snug frame building with its shady verandah, 
worth $1000 in cash. 

A bam 16 feet high and 36 feet wide costs $4 per foot in 
length. A board fence with cedar posts sunk four feet in the 
ground, or a well-built straight cedar fence costs $1 per rod of 
16^ feet. Bricks cost $4 per thousand at the kiln : stone $1.50 
per cord at the quarry; and lime 15 cents per bushel at the 
kiln. 

It augurs well for the future progress of Dundas, that, whatever 
measure of prosperity it enjoys, has arisen from the perseversuice 
and energy of its inhabitants, rather than £rom fortuitous circum- 
stances connected with the locality. It has shared less than most 
counties, in the yearly influx of emigrants that has peopled rapidly 
other portions of the province. Possessing no extensive water 
power, it has not attracted the attention of capitalists, and as a 
consequence, we have no manufacturing villages to boast of. 
Neither the soil nor climate are superior to other districts of 
Canada, but we do not look upon any of these as indispensably 
necessary to the attainment of success in agriculture. 

East Lothian possesses no water power, and boasts of no ma- 
nufactories. It is situated on the bleakest and most exposed 
coast of Scotland, with a soil naturally cold and tenacious, and a 
climate any thing but favorable to agriculture; yet it stands 
unrivalled for the intelligence and enterprise of its farmers. By 
a steady adherence to a fixed system of good husbandry and 
thorough underdraining, they have rendered that tract of country, 
much of which was but a few years ago barren moors, one of the 
most productive, as it certainly is one of the best cultivated por- 
tions of Britain. 

There is no reason why the farmers of '* the old Eastern Dis- 
trict" may not, by adhering to similar principles, occupy as 
distinguished a position in reference to agriculture in Canada, as 
do those who have imparted such a world-wide celebrity to the 
district of East Lothian in Scotland. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Religions aspects — First Protestant Ohnroh in Canada — The Lutheran 
Ohnrch, the Rev. H. Hayunga — Church of England, Rev. Mr. Lind- 
say—Presbyterian Church, Rev. Mr. Broeffle — The Free Church- 
Methodist Church, Rev. Mr. Pope— Roman Catholic Church— 
Reli^ous Statistics — Clergy Reserves. 

We have already spoken in no measured terms of commendation 
of the social condition of oar farmers, and in folfilling our self- 
imposed task, we feel that, haying put our hand to the plough, we 
must not turn hack — we must not shrink from the consideration, 
how they may be truthftdly described in their religious aspects. 
An all-wise Providence has peopled this land with Christians of 
every name and denomination, and it is our especial blessing that 
each of us may worship our Heavenly Father according to the 
dictates of our conscience, " none daring to make us afraid." 
However much we may deplore the divisions and dissensions that 
exist among Christian people, we should never forget that these 
dissensions may be the very means, in the hands of the Almighty, 
of hastening the time, when all shall know Him from the least even 
to the greatest. So far from being discounted by these divisions, 
it becomes the particular duty of every Christian, by every means 
in his power, to advance the Eedeemer's kingdom ; to assist in 
ihe erection of churches in the land, in providing adequate remu- 
neration for faithful ministers of the gospel, and in training up 
the rising generation in the fear of the Lord. If the bright pre- 
dicted future of Cas^da is ever to be realised, we must rely upon 
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something more than the equipment of our fleets, and the discip- 
line of our armies, we must look to something more than the 
indomitable perseverance of our hardy sons of toil — ^we must 
rest our hopes of future greatness upon our religious, and cduca* 
tional institutions. Do we already consider ourselves a great 
people f Let us rear a monument to our greatness, as great, and 
more durable than the Pyramids of Egypt, by establishing these 
institutions upon a firm foundation. While the world standeth 
let our land be known as a land filled with faithful ministers, and 
tvith a church-going and God-fearing people. 
- Our farmers, as a class, may themselves be exemplary in the 
outward observance of religious duties, but, we fear, that while 
solicitous for the worldly advancement of their sons, in too many 
cases they fail to impress u]f>on their minds the important truth, 
that the great aim of life should be to prepare for eternity. 
A natural, but very mistaken desire on the part of parents, to 
remove every restraint, and gratify every wish of their children, 
frequently results in entirely overlooking their higher interests. 
Keceiving a more liberal education than his father, the son soon 
discovers, that in worldly matters, he is the wiser man of the two, 
and at a very early age he begins to think and act for himself; 
and the time of life when the youthful mind is most susceptible 
of good impressions, finds him his own master, free to respect or 
discard religion from his thoughts, as he thinks fit. The result of 
this is a manifest carelessness in the rising generation, with regard 
ito religion; and while parents are members of churches, their 
children are too often roving about from one church to another, 
criticizing all, and joining themselves to none. We fear that 
were we to ask the youth of Canada, to tell ns what they consi- 
dered t^ be the one thing needful, we should have to doubt their 
sincerity, if they did not express themselves in dollars and cents, 
, In 1852 there were 1673, or one-eighth part of the population 
of the county of Dundas, between the ages of 15 and 20. " This is 
undoubtedly the period of life when the character is formed— 
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tlie season when tlie passions budding and hastening to ripe- 
ness, acquire new vigor, become impatient of restraint, and. 
eager for gratification. Then the young man looks around for 
companions and friends — then the calling in life is chosen — the 
principles of action adopted, habits acquired, and those connections 
in business and society formed which usually decide the character 
and fix the condition, both for this, and the future worlds." It 
would be well, alike for parents and children, and a great blessing 
to our country, if greater care was manifested to instil sound 
religious principles into the minds of our youth, to inspire them 
with a love and reverence for true religion, and the ordinances of 
the church to which they profess to belong, and to establish them 
in their faith. We might then hope that they would not forsake 
the old paths, or be carried about with every wind of doctrine. 

With these general reflections, we shall now look more particu- 
larly at the different denominations of religious profession that 
exist in the county of Dundas, and endeavor to give a succinct 
and reliable history of the introduction and progress of each. 

According to the census of 1861, there are eighteen different 
denominations of Christians residing in Dundas county, represented 
by the following numbers respectively : — 

WiUluubargk. 

Wesleyan Methodists.. 93 1 

Roman Catholics • 59*7 

Episcopal Methodists 420 

Church of England 916 

Church of Scotland 718 

Lutherans 1353 

Free Church 423 

Baptists 98 

Unirersalists.. 5 

United Presbyterians 7 

New Connection Methodists.. 15 

Millerites 14 

Church of God 9 

SecoiK^ Adventists.......... .••• 



Matilda. 


Wi>ehMtor. 


MMmtaia. 


1M«L 


1787 


646 


1103 


4467 


843 


1001 


504 


2845 


930 


1034 


453 


2837 


996 


139 


515 


2566 


623 


284 


519 


2144 


155 


181 


21 


1711 


100 


626 


389 


1538 


16 


217 


128 


459 


11 


a • • • 


20 


36 




.... 


12 


23 


.... 


.... 


.... 


15 


.... 


.... 


.... 


14 


• • • • 


.... 


• • • . 


9 




• ••• 


.... 


9 
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Gongregationalists 6 ..«• 2 ...• 8 

Unitarians 3 Z 

ttormons ••• •••• •••• 1 1 

Quakers 1 1 

KoGhnrch 2a ^1 9 16 130 

Protestants T *l 

Infidels 1 1 2 

Totals.... 6629 64'73 4139 3683 18824 

The Lutheran Church. — In connection with this Church, 
#e shall first state what we believe to he a historical fact, one which 
^nnot fail to he interesting to every Protestant in Canada, and 
which is not generally known. It is this — that the first Protestant 
Church that was built in all the Canadas, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, was built in Williamsburgh, in the County of Dundas. 

The Lutherans of Williamsburgh, in the year 1789, five years 
after their settlement here, commenced to build a frame church 60 
feet by 40 feet in size, on the centr^ commons ; in fact upon the 
very site of the edifice occupied at present by the Church of Eng- 
land. The new church may be said to have risen out of the ashes 
of the old one, fbr nearly all the timber of the first, being white 
oak, and sound, was used again in constructing the second, and 
even the arched window-frames of the old church, indicative of 
the Dutch style of architecture, are the satne that characterize 
the present building. The winter setting in earlier than usual, 
the frame was not raised that season, but in March, 1790, it was 
commenced anew, and the work went on rapidly. 

About the same time they sent an invitation to the Rev. 
Samuel Schwerdfeger, who resided near Albany, to be their pastor. 
This he accepted the mote willingly, as even his sacred office had 
not shielded him from the consequences of the revolutionary war. 
While his exhortations tended, perhaps, to confirm the inhabitants 
of the old Johnston district in their allegiance to their king, he and 
his family were thrown into a dungeon by the Republicans, and 
isuffered a variety of hardships. He arrived at WilHamsbuigh in 
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June, 1790. By him the first Protestant church in Canada was 
tlmt same year consecrated to the service of Almighty God. Its 
name was " Zion's Church." In the church books it was called 
thfe German Protestant Church. The English called it the Dutch 
church. 

We might here also correct, what appears to be a mis-statement, 
lately given by Montreal newspapers, to the effect that 21st of 
December, 1789, was the date when the Jesuits* church in Mon- 
treal, was for the first time allowed to be used for Protestant wor- 
ship in Canada. Mrs. Jacob Coons, now living here, informs us 
that she was married in that church (now known by the name of 
the RecoUet Church) in the fall of 1783, by the Chaplain to the 
Forces, six years anterior to the time referred to. She was then 
17 years of age, and still retains a very distinct recollection of 
occurrences about that time. Mrs. Coons states that at the time 
she was married there was no Protestant church in Canada that 
she knew of, nor any until the one in Williamsburgh was built, the 
date of which she has good reason to remember, as her husband 
was a carpenter, and assisted in building it. It is certain there 
was none in Montreal, and that the present St. Gabriel Street 
Presbyterian church, the first Protestant church there, was not com- 
menced until the year 1792. Christ's Church Cathedral in Mon- 
treal was commenced in 1805, and was only completed in 1814, 
so that the church in Williamsburgh was completed two years 
before any other Protestant church began to be erected. 

In the year 1793, the Lutherans petitioned Government for 
one half of the centre commons, in Williamsburgh, for a glebe 
for their congr^ation. They received a " Licence of occupation," 
from the Surveyor General, which implied the granting of a deed 
at some future time, but as yet no deeds for such lands had been 
issued. An attested copy of this licence of occupation, is in the 
archives of the Lutheran Church in Williamsburgh. They took 
possession of the land, cleared a part of it, planted an orchard, 
and built a parsonage house, which was replaced only ten years 
ago by the pr^nt handsome brick parsonage. 
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A second cliurcli was built by the Lutherans in Matilda, in 
1792. Mr. Schwerdfeger officiated in both these churches, exclu- 
sively in the German language ; he died in 1803, having officiated 
for nearly fourteen years, very acceptably to the people. In 1804 
the Kev. Mr. Myers became pastor of these Lutheran churches. 
He was shortly afterwards sent 4» Philadelphia for ordination, 
which he received, and returned to Dundas: but, being inad- 
equately supported, he resigned the charges in 1807 and removed 
to Lancaster in Pennsylvania. . 

The next year the Rev. J. G. Weagant received a call from 
these churches, which he accepted, and for some time preached 
for them acceptably, residing in the parsonage. He too appears to 
have been inadequately supported by the people, and yielding to 
inducements, too tempting for most men to resist, he, in 1811 
secretly joined the Church of England, and was re-ordained by 
Bishop Mountain, in Quebec. Upon his return from Quebec, he 
pretended still to be a Lutheran Minister, and preached as usual, 
up to that time, officiating as his predecessors had done, in German 
exclusively. Suspicions sOon however arose that all was not right, 
for he began to use the English book of common prayer, and 
occasionally to wear the surplice, or Church of England vestment, 
practices which gave such offence to some of his former friends, 
that they declared, they would no longer go to hear a man, who 
preached to them in his shirt sleeves. It was in vain he tried to 
convince them, that there was really no difference, that it was 
only substituting English for German. A few however, were per- 
suaded by him to join the Church of England, and he obtained 
their signatures to a petition, to enable him to receive a salary 
from Government. The majority still remained faithful to the 
church of their fathers, but were thrown into a sadly confused 
state by the defection of their minister. 

In 1814, the Lutherans again rallied, and invited the Rev. Mr. 
Myers, to return to them once more ; upon his consenting to do 
so, they sent two sleighs, in the winter of that year, to Pennsyl- 
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vania, and brought him and his family to Dundas. When the 
Lutherans demanded the parsonage and glebe, and the church 
which their own hands had built, from Mr. Weagant, he bade 
them defiance, and putting a padlock on the church door, he posted 
an advertisement, forbidding any of them, even to>a*^^ the 
church, unle^ they would first acknowledge ik^'^ .±rtj nine 
articles of the Church of England. At length, however, a com- 
promise was effected, by which it was agreed, that the Lutherans, 
might as a favor occupy the church once in two weeks, but Mr. 
Weagant, despite all the efforts of the Lutherans to dispossess him, 
retained possession of the house and glebe. During the next 
three years, while he was quietly enjoying the benefits attached 
to his new creed, his former fellow churchman, Myers, had to 
depend upon the measure of faith of the faithful, and now felt 
even more keenly than before, disappointment and discouragement 
arising from the straitened circumstances in which he found him- 
self placed. His situation under these circumstances, calls for our 
sympathy, and when we recal to mind, that even a Peter, when 
severely tried, was tempted to deny his Lord and master, we r^ard 
it as less the fault, than the misfortune of Myers, that in 1817, 
only three years after his return, he too conformed to the Church 
of England. With all our charity, we dare not affirm, that either 
he or his predecessor, in abandoning their creed, were uninflu- 
enced by a view to the loaves and fishes. 

Mr. Myers was thenceforth settled in Matilda, and continued 
to officiate there as an Episcopalian Minister, till his death, which 
was hastened in consequence* of a severe fall, by which his 1^ 
was fractured. 

In 1825, the Lutherjuis were visited for a short time by the 
Rev. I. L. Senderling, but he did not accept a call, as they were 
now unable to raise a salary sufficient for his support. In 1826, 
the Kev. Herman Hayunga was sent to them, and became thdr 
pastor. He found but a remnant left of the once united and 
faithfvd Lutheran Church, and that in a deplorable condition. 
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Without a church, disunited among themselves, and distrusting 
him, lest he too might forsake them, as his two predecessors had 
done, his situation was far from being an enviable one. few 
men indeed under circumstances like these, but would have soon 
sought out a more inviting field of labor ; but, firm to his pur- 
pose, of at least establishing in their early faith, those who still 
retained a lingering love for the church of their fathers, Mr. 
Hayunga, suffered none of these things to move him. By his 
unwearied zeal in' visiting from house to house, and by his earnest 
and faithful public ministrations, he soon gained their confidence, 
so that in a short time, he had the satisfaction of seeing the work 
of the Lord so prosper in his hands, that a respectable congrega- 
tion of Lutherans was again gathered together, to worship accord- 
ing to their ancient faith. In one year from the time of his 
arrival among them, he formed a second congr^ation, and a 
Union Church, so called, was built by the Lutherans and Presby- 
terians conjointly, in the centre of Williamsburgh. This church 
was consecrated by Mr. Hayunga, in June 1827. To it he con- 
tributed largely of his private means ; it was called St. Peter's 
Church, and it remains there a Union Church still. 

In 1833, the Church of England obtained a deed from Govern- 
ment, for the land they already held in possession, whereby tie 
Lutherans were for ever excluded from the church, and the church 
property. 

Mr. Conrad Frymire, having generously presented the congre- 
gation, with three acres of land, a short distance above the old 
church, a Lutheran Church was there erected the same year, to 
which Mr. Hayunga, again largely contributed. He continued 
his labors in these two congregations till 1837, when impaired in 
health, he was obliged to resign. To him, imder God, the Lutheran 
Church in Dundas County, owes its continuance, and whatever 
measure of prosperity it enjoys. 

Seldom since the days of the apostles, has the office of the 
ministry been prosecuted with such generous self denial as by him. 
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During the deyen years of his unwearied labors, he never was 
promised more than $250 per annum, and seldom received $150, 
in the mean time ministering to his ovm necessities from his 
private means. During the first years of his ministry, he officiated 
in Glerman and English alternately, and having quietly brought 
them through the difficult transition state, from one language to 
another, he latterly restricted himself to the English. He was 
succeeded by the Bev. Diedriek Sharts, who officiated in both of 
the Lutheran churches for some time : he demitted his charge a 
few years ago, and since his time the congr^tion in Front, have 
had no stated minister, although Mr. Hayunga has in the interim, 
given them frequent gratuitous services. St. Peter's is now one 
of the largest Lutheran congregations in this section of Canada, 
and fully occupies the time of its present incumbent the Eev. Mr. 
Bridgeman. 

In 1846, the Government in part atoned for the loss of their 
church and glebe, by granting the Lutherans of Williamsburgh, 
a sum of $2000, together with 37^ acres of land. They have at 
present two ministers, two churches, 300 communicants, one par- 
sonage, and about 40 acres of land. Their number in the County 
in 1851 was 1527 souls, and in 1861, it was 171 1. The doctrines, 
principles, and sentiments of the Lutheran Churches of Dundas, 
are the same as those of Germany, but the language, and some 
of their usages and ceremonies, are conformed more to those of 
the Lutheran Church in the United States. 

If we may seem to have dwelt unduly upon the history of this 
church, it is because we believe it to have been the first Protestant 
Church in Canada, and moreover, because the history of both the 
Presbyterian and Episcopalian Churches, is so interwoven with 
it, as to be inseparable from it In what we have written, we have 
but reproduced incontrovertible facts. Having undertaken the 
task of narrating the history of the County, we had no choice 
left, but to state the simple truth. 
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The Church of England. — The doctrines and practices of 
the Church of England were introduced into the county, in the 
manner we have already indicated, in the year 1811, and were 
promulgated by Mr. Weagant till 1835, when be resigned. His 
death took place soon after, for his tomb stone in the grave yard 
reads thus, — " In memory, of the Kev. John G. Weagant, who 
died Nov. 20, 1835, Mi, 73 years." He was immediately suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. Gerbrand Beek Lindsay, " an Israelite indeed 
in whom was no guile." A faithful and earnest ambassador of Christ. 
Never was minister more beloved by his people than he. Even those 
who had unwillingly come into the pale of the Church of England, 
now ceased to regret the change. By his piety, and brotheriy 
love, he adorned the doctrines which he preached, and by an un- 
blameable life and conversation, he exemplified the beauty of holi- 
ness. Under his ministrations, the quondam Lutherans became 
zealous members of the Church of England. 

The old church of 1790, associated with so many bygone events, 
was not ruthlessly demolished, but careftiUy taken down, and 
rebuilt under Mr. Lindsay's superintendence ; guided by his ex- 
cellent taste, a v^y neat and comfortable edifice replaced i^e ori- 
ginal. This, the present church, was consecrated by Bishop 
Stewart, in 1836. Mr. Lindsay was the first to preach in this 
Church, exclusively in English. He officiated in Williamsburgh, 
in Matilda and Edwardsburgh, during eleven years, and may be 
truly said to have laid the foundation of episcopacy in the hearts 
of the people. While their original connection with the Churdi of 
England, through Mr. Weagant, was rather a matter of expe- 
diency, than of deliberate choice, it was only now, under the elo- 
quent and earnest teaching of Mr. Lindsay tiiat they came to love 
and admire it. To the inexpressible grief of his Congr^ation, 
he removed in July 1844, to Cornwall, where he died in October 
1845, at the early age of 37, leaving the whole country side to 
mourn his loss. His name, and his Christian worth wiU mirvive, 
long after those who knew him, themselves have disappeared. 
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The Rey. Edward Boswell, D. G. L., the present incnmbent, 
was Mr. Lindsay's sacoessor in Dundas County, and that same 
year (1844) Williamsbuigh was created a Rectory, and the sup- 
port of the incumbent was thereby secured, for his life time at 
least. In consequence of the recent secularization of the clergy 
reseryes, the salaries attached to the Rectories, will cease with the 
present Rectors, and in course of time their congregations will be 
placed, in so &r as external aid b concerned, upon a par with 
others around them ; so that upon the removal of the present 
incumbent, the Episcopalians of Williamsbuigh, who have hither- 
to been members of a state endowed churdi, will, in common with 
other Protestants, virtually become members of a voluntary qhurch. 

In 1857, Dr. Boswell was instrumental in ereeting a church in 
Morrisburgh, upon a conspicuous site, presented for this purpose, 
by James Hodges, Esquire, superintendent of the Victoria Bridge 
at Montreal. This church is built of stone, in the early English 
style, and was planned by Mr. Rubridge. Externally it presents 
an antiquated appearance, but internally, its correct proportions, 
stained glass lancet windows, high open roof, and receding chancel, 
are very pleasing and appropriate. It is seated for about 260, 
and cost $5,000. It was opened for worship in 1857; by the 
Venerable Archdeacon Bethune of Gobouig, and is called '' St. 
James' Church.'' « 

The Episcopalians of Dundas have at present, three ministers, 
four churches, one parsonage, and about one hundred acres of 
land. The census of 1851^ gave this church in Dundas 2743 
adherents, the same authority places the number in 1861 at 
2566. 

The Pbesbytsbian Chubqh. — In 1795, the Presbyterians 
being less numerous than the Lutherans, had as yet built no 
church, but simultaneously with these, they had received the west 
half of the centre commons in Williamsburgh, in the first, second, 
and third concessions, amounting to about 70 acres of land. That 
year, they secured the services of the Rev. John Ludewig BroeflOLo, 

B 
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to be iheir ministery and living on toms of good feUowflbip wiiik 
the Lutherans, were permitted by them, to ooonpj th^ |m^tf 
alternately. The first Presbyterians in Dnndas, were all U. £. 
Loyalists, chiefly Germans, and Mr. Broeffle officiated to them in 
the German langoage ezelusively. Preaching in Matilda, Wilr 
liamsbnrgh and Osnabmok, he resided in Willian^bai^h, and for 
his stipend, he had to depend upon the liberality of his peq[de, 
who seemed to entertain very primitive ideas indeed, in regard to 
Uie support of their minister, and we suspect have bequeathed 
them, as a l^cy to their descendants. He was esteemed a kind 
and Mthful minister of the Goq)el, and was universally beloved, 
yet, strange to say, his actual stipend never exceeded $100 per 
annum, and he was destitute of private means. We are at a loss 
to reconcile the expressed sentiments of his attached flodc, wiA 
the extreme niggardliness of their contributions for his support 
The following original document^ beautifdlly penned, was recendy 
discovered, amongst other old pfl^)6rs in possession of one of his 
elders. 

To all to whom these presents may come — 

" We hereby certify, that the Kev. John Ludewig Broeffle^ 
minister of the Presbyterian Congr^ation, has ministered unto 
us for these ten years past, and that he has conducted himself, in 
that charge, and every other trust, as a good and £edthful pastor, 
in testmiony whereof, we the elders of the Congregations of Wil- 
liamsburgh, and Osnabruck in the Province of Upper Gaioday 
have subscribed Our names, the 22nd January 1805.^' 

At the advanced age of 76, he wfdked firom Mariotown to Os^ 
nabruck, (a distance of 15 miles) to preach there, but from the 
effects of tins over exertion, he never recovered. He died in 
Willifonsbuigh, in 1815, having labored unremittingly, and enduy 
red all manner of privations and hard^ps, during 20 years. In 
1823, the Eev. Mr. Johnston, who resided in Osnabrudc, pceaolb' 
ed in private houses in Mariatoim, and dseidiere in Dundas, &r 
three or Ibur years. He was foSimed in the year 1828, by ihe 
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Ber. Robert Lyle, who, also residing in Osnalnmek, officiated 
beddes, in WilHamsbm^li, where he sneoeeded in bnilding a 
Presbyterian Ohiureh, not however without incurring a conside- 
rable debt in its construction, and which the Presbytenans of 
that time, made no successful eff(M*t to liquidate. 

After using this Church in an unfinished state for ten years, 
it was sold for the benefit of creditors, and fell into the hands of 
Mr. Mattice of Cornwall. It was occupied by him as a store for 
the sale of merchandize during some years, and when tiie works 
commenced upon tiie canals, in 1844, he sold it to the Roman 
Catholics, by whom it has ever since been used as a chapd. 

la September 1840, Mr. Lyle, who was a Minister of tlie Irish 
Synod of Ulster, was received into the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, in connection with the established Church of Scotland. 
Havis^ however unfortunately incurred the censure of the Church 
Courts the Mowing year, he was deposed from the ministry. 
He was followed in 1841, by the Rev. John Dickey, who was also 
eonnected with the Churdi«of Scotland, and who received yearly 
from the Clergy Reserves fund, a considerable salary in addition to 
ihe contributions of his flock. He was truly an apostolic man, much 
and deservedly esteemed. He labored in the Union Church in 
Williamsburg, and also in Winchester, and built up a large con- 
gr^ation. 

He died in 1851, and was succeeded by the Rev. Thomas 
Scott, during whose incumbency, a grant of $600 was given by 
the Clergy Reserve Comniissioners, for the purpose of building a 
manse. The congregation accordingly purchased thirteen acres 
rf eligible land, and erected a comfortable brick manse. Mr. 
Scott resigned this <diarge in 1858, rranoving to the centre of 
Matilda, where he succeeded in assembling a rei^peotable oongve- 
gation, and where a comfortable frame church was q»eedily 
erected. He was succeeded in Williamsburgh by the R^. John 
Bavidson, the first Scotchman who had statedfy officiated in the 
eouniiy. 

Si Footer's Church, which the Lutherans and Presbyterians^ 
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lave for thirty-tliree years, jointly and barmonionsly oeetcpied as 
a Union Church, having by the lapse of time, fallen into disre- 
pair, and in the mean time, both of these bodies having steadily 
increased in numbers, it has been resolved, amieaUy to dissolve 
the connection, and each has in eontemfdation the ereetion of 
a separate church. 

There is another branch of Presbyterians in die County of 
Dundas styled " the Presbyterian Church of Canada," this ehurch, 
commonly known as the " Fbee Chxtroh," being intimately con- 
nected with these last, may be here noticed, although not in strict 
chronological order. 

About the year 1847, the Rev. Charles Quin, a Free Chorch 
minister residing in Cornwall, first visited Winchester, and other 
parts of the county, and succeeded in organizing several congre- 
gations in connection with that body, in localities, otherwise un- 
provided with Oospel Ordinances. Through his instrumentality, 
two churches were erected, one in the township of Winchester, 
and another in the Colquhoun settlement, in Williamsburgh. In 
1856 he waB formally inducted to the pastoral diarge of Win- 
chester, at this time having a charge in Osnabruck, but after a 
few months, he resigned both, and became Free Church Minister 
of Kemptville. He was followed, in Winchester, by several mish 
sionaries and licentiates, under the care of the Presbytery of 
Montreal, but up to this time no permanent minister has been 
settled among them. 

In 1859, the Bev. Mr. Thom, a graduate of Knox's CoU^e, 
Toronto, was inducted to the paBtoral charge of Williamsburgh, 
preaching in Morrisburgh, in the Colquhoun settlement, and in 
the sixth concession each sabbath. He resides in Williamsburgh, 
f* in his own hired house." 

As an earnest of our desire to see these two bodies o£ Presby- 
terians reunited, we herein unite their statistics. 

The Kirk, and the Free Presbyterians of Dundas, have together, 
three ministers, four churches, cdx stations without churches, 
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one manse and glebe, and about three hundred eommnnieants. 
In 1851, the Kirk of Scotland Presbyterians in Dundas num- 
bered 2926. The Free Church, 46; together 2962. In 1861 
their numbers respectively were, 2144, and 1538, in ail 3682. 
Next 4o Methodism, the Presbyterian element seems to predomi- 
nate, the increase in the last ten years has been 25 per cent., shew- 
ing a .steady growth. 

The Free Church in Upp« and Lower Canada, had in 1859, 
1-83 dmndtes, and 143 ministers. The Kirk of Scotland, at the 
same time, 135 churches, and 107 ministers. The United Pres- 
bytmans, 119 ohuBohes, and 66 ministers. 

The United Presbyterian, and Free Churches, have agreed 
upon a basis of union, and are expected to consummate ^e union 
at the next annual meeting of their respective Synods, to beheld in 
Montreal on the 6th of June next, when these churches, united, 
will assume the name of the '' Canada Presbyterian Church.** 
Esto j^erpeifna. 

The Methodist Chueoh. — 1790, is generaiiy bdieved to be 
the year in which the Methodkt missionary, William Losee, first 
visited the County of Dundas. He was sent here by the confe- 
rence of New York, to visit this hitherto unexplored northern 
r^on. During the two next succeeding yeairs, his must indeed 
have been like angels visits, few and far between, for we learn that 
his circuit extended from Niagara to Cornwall, embracing both 
sides of the river, and receding ^m it, just as far as he could ^' win.^^ 
Losee, is represented to have possessed the ^)irit of a Boanerges, 
in an ominent d^ree. '' Ho was one who would not confer long 
with flesh and Mood, or wait for human authorization and appro- 
val in any enterprise to which he believed Ood had eaUed him. 
^' Plain and familiar, though v^ often abrupt in his style, he 
pourtrayed the c<msequences of an ungodly life, and so vehemently 
urged the necessity of repentance, that many were awakened to a 
sense of their sinfulness^ and induced to seek proteeti(m in the 
mercy of God," ^ 
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In 1792, we find him associated witli the Ber. Daniui Bnn^ 
ham, '' a man of good talents as a prea^er, plain of 8pee(^, 
honest and very blnnt, a "character ^* no donht, he was funiliarij 
known by the soubriquet of scolding Dunham" Between him 
and Losee, the field of labor was divided into the Cataraqui, and 
Oswegotehie circuits ; Losee taking the latter, whidi embraced 
Dundas County, and Dunham the former. It does not appear 
that Losee was ever ordained, and consequently he could ndiher 
administer baptism, nor the L<»rd's Supper ; for these purposes, 
Dunham is said to have left his own <nrouit, and yifdted HkoB 
county occasionally. Afber the year 1792, we find na mention of 
Losee at all, which we r^et, as we would gladly have followed 
up his career to his life's end. The presumption is, that he 
never attained to the status of a minister. Considerii^ that he 
was held in estimation by his brethren, and that his name is siiU 
fiuniliar as a household word with Methodists, we are surprised, 
that no sketch of his life has been preserved. It may be said of 
him, " tiimt no mim knoweth of his sepulchre unto this da^," at 
least we have not been able to trace out his carreer. We ineHne 
to the opinions expressed regarding his status, from what a^>6ar8 
of his life in the History of Methodism by A. 6. Meacham. V J).M. 
In the year 1797, the first Methodist Church in Dundas was 
built upon Point Iroquois in Matilda. A more beautiful site 
could not have been chosen. The point upon which it stood was 
the highest and most picturesque headland up<Hi the St. Lawrence, 
between BrookviUe and Montreal, and is said to have been afavmte 
spot with the Indians, when holding their councils of war in days 
of y<wre. It C(Hnmanded a view of the river, above and below for 
many miles. Towards the north, the Ismdsoape then extended, in an 
unbroken plain of dense and gloomy forest to the horizon. The 
southern shore c^ the St. Lawrence was dothed with foliage of 
even a darker hue, to the water's edge, and melting tiway in the 
distance, was bounded by the Green Mountains of Vermont, dimly 

aising their lofty heads to the skies. On either side, the spark- 
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UAg riyer, rolled its deep flood, oireling around ito numerous 
k^Mids, clothed with stately trees, reflecting their dark shadows 
on its bosom. The church stood amid an umbrageous grove, at a 
|riace where the spacious highway, described its curve around the 
point. The first edifice was a firame building of very humble pre- 
tension, but in 1830, this was replaced by a large and substantial 
8t<me church. Thia might have been handed down to many ge- 
nerations, but the completion of the canals in 1847, and the faci- 
lities for milling and manu&ctures, thereby created, clearly indi- 
eal»d the lower entrance of the canal, as the site of the Aiture 
capital of Matilda. A considerable village had aheady sprung up 
there, and it was deemed expedient to erect a church, at that 
place. The one upon Point Iroquois, besides being distant a mile 
from l^e village, became difBicult of access, the rate upon which it 
stood, together wiik some 400 acres of land adjoining, beii^ iso- 
lated by the canal. This church was taken down, and i^e hand- 
some stone church which, with its glittering ^ire, now adorns the 
village of Iroquois was built instead. The materials of the old 
building were sold for a price ^' and thus " remarked a worthy 
methodist, who seemed to regard the laransaction as little less 
than sacril^, '' were Zion's stones, converted into a house of mer- 
chandize.'' 

After Hfee building of thdir first church, the Methodists of Dun- 
das were successively visited by Dunham, Samuel Coate, Thomas 
Madden, William Case, and Joseph Sawyer. The last named, 
arrived in the county about the year 1805, and was the first resi- 
dent minister. He lived many years, in Matilda, and was much 
respected. 

During 1^ American war of 1812-14, most of &e American 
Methodist Missionaries were withdrawn from Canada, and for 
some years after, the Methodists were r^arded by the provincial 
auth(mttes with a jealous* eye. They were wholly supplied with 
itinerant, and ever-changing American missionaries, and it was not 
unnatural to suppose, ihat a tendency to democratic institutions, 
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m^lit lihrongh their agency, be instilled into the minds of ihe 
people, totally subversive of that loyalty which was due by British 
subjects to the British Crown. During this reign of terror in U» 
history of Methodism, their ministers were not even recognized 
by law ; nor was it until the year 1830, that the laws of Canada 
empowered them to celebrate matrimony, while all marriages con- 
tracted before any magistrate previous to 1793, and for someyeaxB 
after that, were declared to be valid. Shortiy after the war, the 
Rev. Joseph Sawyer, then reriding in Matilda, waa put upon his 
trial for marrying a couple ; he was found guilty of a high mis- 
demeanor, and was sentenced to fourteen years banishment. He 
and his family were accordingly placed in a canoe and ferried 
across to ike United States, Many of his neighbors with tears in 
their eyes, escorted him to the water's edge, to bid him farewell. 
This literal Mfilling of the law, was generally considered as need- 
lessly severe, and as amounting to little short of persecution. The 
Government itself relented. After three months' absence, he wms 
pardoned, when he again came to Matilda, and remained there 
some years. Subsequentiy he returned to tJie States, where 
he died not long since. 

In 1818, a deputation from the British conference, consisting 
of the Rev. "William Pope, his brother, and some others, visited 
Canada. The Popes took up their head quarters in Matilda, 
where they remain^ nearly two years. Their ostensible purpose 
was to give the Methodists of Canada, an organization, similar, 
and to some extent affiliated to the British Conference. When 
the object of their mission became apparent, the discord and ex- 
citement which followed were indescribable. The cause of 
Methodism in Canada, seemed to be on the eve of annihilation. 
The American missionaries considered their legitimate rights in- 
fringed upon, and sternly refused subjection to the new mission- 
aries, or those who had sent them. The minority remained in 
connection with the New York Conference until 1828, when they 
formally separated from them, assuming the designation of i^ 
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" Methodist Epiaoopal Churoli in Oanada," and are now known 
as Episoopal Methodists. " So complete " says their historian, 
'^ was the separation, that the Bishop of the United States who 
presided in the con&renoe previous to the passing of that resolu- 
tion, arose and declared that they most elect another president 
before they conld proceed to further business." The number of 
those ¥dio separated, was fifty ministers. 

In the meantime, the British ministers and missionaries firmly 
held their ground. So far^as we have leiumed, they were esteemed 
good, pious, prudent men, whilst their 2e>ya% was unquestionable, 
and inclined the goyemment to regard them more favorably. 
Deeply imbued with a knowledge of human nature, they proved 
themsdves equal to ^b» task they had undertaken. They suc- 
ceeded in gaining the confidence of a large pcnrtion of the Metho- 
dists in Canada, who very soon after formed themselves into a 
distinct conference, styled ^' the Wesleyan Methodist Church in 
Canada." Previous tg this organization which took place about 
the year 1820, the Methodists of Canada numbered 6,000 com- 
municants, with 36 ministers. Since that time their numbers 
have increased rapidly in Upper Canada, and perhaps nowhere 
more rapidly than in the county of Dundas. According to the 
census of 1851, there were in Upper Canada, of Wesleyan 
Methodists, 96,640, of Episcopal Methodista 43,884, and of other 
Methodists, 67,132, in all 207,656, within a fraction of one- 
fourth part of the entire population. In 1851, there were in 
Dundas County, of Weeleyans 3056, and of Episcopals 1007, in 
all 4063. By the census of 1861, their numbers are respectively, 
Wesleyans, 4467; Episcopal, 2837; New Connection, 15; to- 
gether, 7319, shewing an increase in ten years of nearly 80 per 
cent. The Methodists of Dundas have nine ministers, ten 
churches, thirty preaching stations without churches, and one 
parsonage. 

The Boman Catholic Chtiroh. — The history of this church 
in Dundas, commences at a very recent period. Previous to 1844, 
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^ttere yrere yery few Gatholios in ihe ooanty. In ihat year, the 
eommenoement of the Provincial canals, induced a large influx of 
Iricdi and German laborers, professing the Boman Catholic £dih, 
and it was deemed desirable to provide for these the means of re* 
ligions instruction. Unable to build a church of their own, they 
made an off<^ to Mr. Mattice, for tl» abandoned Presbyteriaa 
Church, near Mariatown, built as already said in the year 1831, 
but at that time used as a st^e. Having agreed to liquidate the 
debt incurred by the Presbyterians in ^ts erection, it was handed 
over to them, and bdng temporarily fitted up as a chapel, it served 
the purpose of the time very well. Very few of those for whose 
use it was obtained remained in Williamsburgh or Matilda after 
the completion of the canals. The greater number of them, from 
the fhiits of their savings on these works, were enabled to pur- 
chase farms in Winchester and Mountain, where their numbers 
have been greatly increased by emigrants from Ireland, and else- 
where. Since that time they have built a commodious and com- 
fortable stone church in Winchester. They have also repaired 
the old church for future occupation. Their first settled clergy- 
man was the Rev. Mr. Coyle, who 1^ in 1856^ and was succeeded 
by the present incumbent, the Eev. Mr. Mead. The Catholics of 
Dundas have one clergyman, and four churches; in 1851 they 
numb^ed 2055, and in 1861, they had increased to 2845. 

Beligiotts Statistics. — There are nine Methodist; tlivee 
Episcopal; three Presbyterian; two Lutheran, and one Boman 
Catholic, ministers in the County of Dundas,— *in all eighteen, or, 
one minister to 1046 inhaUtants. In the City of London, there 
is, of all denominations, but one minister to 10,000 inhabitants. 
In proportion to population, we have nearly ten times as mimy in 
Dundas. There are twenty-four churches, or, one for every 784 
inhabitants, young and old. 

The sum of $7200 is annually stibscribed for the su^<»rt of 
ministers. One is paid altogether from the Clergy Beservee com- 
mutation fimd. One officiates gratuitously ; the average salary of 
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the remaining Eoxteen is tlms $450 per annum ; paid by the 
people. The stipend of 'two of the Chnrch of England, and two 
of the Ghnroh of Scotland ministers, (included in the 16) is sup- 
cemented by sums yarying from $200, to $450 each. 

The amount of voluntary contributions for religious purposes, 
in the County, for 1859, was as Mows : 

Sahuries of sixteen ministers at $450 each $7200 

Fot missionary purposes by Methodists 400 

" " " « Presbyterians 400 

" « " Episcopalians 87 

" " « « Lutherans 100 

Total contributed for rdigious purposes $8187 

The number of families was 3000, the average annual amount 
paid by each, $2. 73. During the same year each family paid on 
an average $106. 76 for store goods, consisting of tea, sugar, dress, 
tobacco, and whisksy. This is a large amount compared with 
what is spent for religious purposes ; were each family to give ' 
$3.50 per annum for these; — each minister would receive $600 
per annum, and there would be $900 a year to spare £or missions. 

We do injustice to ourselves, inflict a cruel wnmg upon our 
ministers, and bring discredit upon our Christian profession, by 
recognising the sum of $450 as adequate remuneration to a min- 
ister of the GbspeL 

In too many cases that pittance, comes not to the minister until 
long overniue, and then, in dribblets, and in '' plunder. ''* It admits 
of a doubt, whether the actual cash valuepaid to each of these six- 
teen ministers, by their people, exceeds $400 per annum. To say 
nothing of the expense of keeping a horse, the year round, which 
every country minister must do, we know of no kind of calculation 
by which it can be made to appear, that a man can supp(»rt a family 
— occupy a respectaWe position in society — furnish his mind with 
sound doctrines and scholarly attainments — clothe his body with 

• A Canadian-ism signifying barter, or, as here, in kind. 
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becoming raiment— and devote all his time and energies to the 
work of the ministry — ^apon $400 ! a year. Let any Canadian 
j&rmer calculate correctly what is spent and consumed in his owa 
family, and he will be puzzled to know how his minister manages 
to keep soul and body together. 

It is quite certain that even should we condescend to $100 sal- 
aries, we shall always be able to get lots of $100 ministers. But, 
we haye little fiuth in cheap servants, still less in ches^ school- 
masters, and upon the same principle we devoutly pray.^— From 
eheap ministers. Good Lord deliver ui. 

Clergy Rsseryes. — ^When Canada became a British Province, 
it was expressly stipulated that its inhabitants, who were then 
chiefly French, and of the Boman Catholic faith, should be secured 
in the free exercise of their religion, and in undisturbed possession 
of all their church property and endowments. At the sam^e time, it 
was deemed to be only a simple act of justice to those who might be 
expected subsequently to people the Province, that similar provis- 
' ion should be madQ '^ for the maintenance of a Protestant clergy." 
Accordingly, the Imperial act of 1791, conferring a British conr 
stitution upon Canada, also provided, that one seventh part of all 
crown-lands in Canada should be set apart, as a source from which 
this might be done. It was some time before the revenue arising 
from the sale of these lands amounted to any considerable sum, and 
for many years it was monopolized by the Church of England. But^ 
as the country gradually became settled, the sums realized firomv 
the sale of Clergy Beserve lands, as they were called, swelled to a 
large amount The Scotch Church, having in the meantime 
greatly increased in numbers, made application for a share of the 
'^ Beserves Fund.'' After years of remonstrance, and harassing 
delays, their right was recognized, and they too became participators 
in that fund. Other bodies sprung up in rapid succession, and 
each claimed an equal right^ as Protestants to a share of the spoil- 
It soon became apparent that no system of distribution could be 
devised which would satisfy all parties. The ill-fated Beserves be- 
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came a bone of contention, by which the most nnhappy and un- 
christian dissensions were stirred up in the minds of the popula- 
tion, of British origin, all over the Province. The manner of their 
distribution came to be used as a hobby-horse, on which political 
aspirants might ride into Parliament, and when there, was used as 
political poker, to stir up strife and animosity. The public mind, 
becoming exasperated, demanded their secularization. The Qo- 
vemment of Canada, seeing no altematiye but a rebellion, yielded 
to the popular clamor. In 1853 they applied to the British 
Ck)vemment for power to " deal " with the Reserves ; this was 
granted, and in 1854, they were transferred from the church, to 
the state, and the proceeds arising firom their sale, handed over to 
tiie various municipalities in Upper and Lower Canada. It was 
however stipulated in the Imperial Act of 1853, that the rights 
of existing ministers, should in no wise be inMnged upon, and the 
first act of the Canadian L^slature was to make provision for those 
ministers to whom the faith of the crown had been pledged, by 
securing to them for life, the salaries which they were then receiving 
firom that source. An Act was passed authorizing the Government 
to commute with these parties, by paying to each minister such a 
sum, as would, at 6 per cent, secure him for life in the enjoyment 
of his salary. By so doing, every semblance of connection between 
church and state was, forever, abolished in Canada. The idinis- 
ters of the Church of England and of Scotland, agreed to yield up to 
their respective churches the whole amount of monies severally re- 
ceived by them, with' the understanding, that individually, they 
should receive their salaries as before. In the case of the Scotch 
Church, the ministers agreed to be content with even a smaller sum 
than they might have claimed, in order that new ministers entering 
their church might also share this allowance with them. By this 
act of the clergy, the whole of the commutation'money received 
firom Government, was funded for the permanent benefit of these 
churches. 
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The Church of England recemd in Upper and Lower 

Canada £276,851 6 2 

The Church of Scotland 127,448 6 

The late United Bjnod of the Presbyterian Church 2,240 11 

The Roman Catholic Clergy of Upper Canada 20,932 15 

The Wesleyan Methodists in Upper Canada 9,768 11 

Total paid to Protestant Churches. U. and L. Canada, C j. J£436,241 7 2* 

The payments were made in Provinicial Debentures, bearing 
interest at 6 per cent. These were sold, and the proceeds invested 
in other securities, yielding from 8 to 10 per cent, interest, which, 
virtually, increased ygtj considerably the capital amounts at the 
disposal of the several churches. 

At the time tliat the Eeserves were secularized, to so 
large an amount had the fund accumulated, that after paying 
the sums above-mentioned, there still remained in the hands of 
Government a large overplus. The amount distributed amongst 
the municipalities of Upper Canada in 1858 was $341 ,120 j^. 
Since 1854, the amount thus distributed cannot be much short of 
one million and a half of Dollars ! On the Ist of January 1860, 
there still remained of Clergy Beserve Lands unsold in Upper 
Canada 261,497 acres J in Lower Canada 463,315 acres: in all 
724,812 acres. 

* * Parliamentary Retnms. 



CHAPTER Xm. 

Oonstttiitional ehangts^Firgt Canadian Parliament — Dnndas retains 
two members^Ohanges at the Union— Franchise (extended— Voter's 
Qualification, Oath) Registration— -Member's qualification and remu- 
neration — Council rendered elective— Representatives of Dundas— 
Political aspect-^Biographical sketcheS'^^Ljing Campbell^^o.— 'Col. 
Orysler— Peter ShaTcr-^George Crawford— ^Reflections. 

In endeavoring to sketch the history of Canada, and of Dnndas, 
the writer has, for obvions reasons, refrained fh)m advancing stric' 
tnres upon governments, nor has he regarded any of the changes 
whioh have taken place in our institutions and laws, in the 
light of political partiianship. He ^proaches this part of the 
subject in the same spirit, desiring to deal with it, in a strictly 
impartial manner. The history of the county would manifestly 
be inoomfJete, without some referenoe to its political antecedents, 
and as all are more or less aiected by the enaotments of our l€gi8- 
lakure, the very brief remarks that follow concerning the past 
ir^^resentatives of '' Dundas," wUl, he trusts, not be altoigeth^ 
without interest* 

During the first three years of its existence as a British Pro- 
vince, the government of CSanada was purely military. Subsequent 
to that pmod) the Frendi laws continued to be acknowledged in 
mB^eiB of civil eimtrover^y, and the laws of England were applied 
to all criminal cases, until the year 1774, When, by the Imperial 
Act, known as the '< Quebec Act," his Migesty was authorized to 
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appoint a Oounoil, to consist of not more than tweniy-three, nor 
leas than seventeen persons, which council, with t&e consent of the 
Ooyemor, were to haye power to make laws for the good govern- 
ment of the Province. This form of government continued until 
1791, when the province of Quebec was divided into Upper and 
Lower Canada, with separate governors for each. By the Imperial 
Act of that year commonly called the ^* Constitutional Act," the 
power was conferred upon the Governor of Lower Canada, and the 
Lieutenant-Oovemor of Upper Canada, to call together respectivdiy 
a L^islatiye Council and a L^islative Assembly, to make laws 
for the peace, wel&re, and good government thereof. The Le^ 
lative Council was to consist of a sufficient number of discreet and 
proper persons, to be named by the governor, being not fewer 
than seven for the Province of Upper Canada, and not fewer than 
fifteen for the Province of Lower Canada. Each party so appointed 
was to become a member of the L^islative Council, and to hold 
his seat therein for the term of his life. It was also provided by 
the said Act, that the L^islative Assembly of Upper Canada 
should consist of not less than sixteen members, and that of Lower 
Canada of not less than fifty members, to be elected respectively 
by the votes of the inhabitants. It thus became necessary to 
divide the Provinces into counties, and to epectfj by whom the 
members were to be elected. As ahready mentioned, Govem<ff 
Simcoe, in 1792, issued a proclamation, dividing Upper Canada 
into counties. The representatives of the said counties were to 
be elected " by the majority of votes of such persons as were 
British subjects of the full age of twenty-one years, and possessed 
of lands or tenements within the county, in freehold of the yearly 
value of forty ahilUngs sterling, or upwards. 

The first session of the first parliament of Upper Canada met 
at Niagara^ on the 17th of Sept. 1792 ; the second session abo 
met there ; the third, fourth, and fiflh sessions met at Newark, the 
Gk)vemor taking up his abode in a small farm-house half a mile 
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from the village. The second Parliament met at York (^Toronto) 
on the 1st of June, 1796, and with the exception of a short session 
of seventeen days, held at Newark in 1798, York continued to be 
the seat of government, and the capital of Upper Canada, until 
^le union of the provinces in 1840. 

The first act of the Legislature of Upper Canada appointed that 
the common law of England should be acknowledged as the rule 
in all matters of controversy. The second act established trial by 
Jury. The seventh regulated the tolls to be taken in mills. The 
seventh of the second session in 1793 was entituled "An Act to pre- 
vent the further introduction of slaves, and to limit the term of 
contract for servitude, within this Province." The eleventh of the 
same session was " An Act to encourage the destroying of wolves 
and bears, in different parts of the Province." 

Dundas county continued to be represented by one member in 
the Assembly,until the year 1828, when, having largely increased in 
population, the principle of representation according to population, 
now so much a matter of controversy between Upper and Lower 
Canada, was applied to Dundas, which thereafter returned two 
members until the union, since then, in virtue of the Imperial Act 
which stipulated that Upper and Lower Canada should be equally 
represented in the Legislature of the united provinces, but one 
member has been returned from Dundas. 

From the time of the Union until 1853, Canada East and 
Canada West continued to be represented by 84 members of 
Assembly, viz., 42 from each, and the voter's qualification re- 
mained at the old sterling forty shilling freehold. In 1853 the 
representation was enlarged to meet the requirements of the rapidly 
increasing population of the province. 46 new representatives 
were added, making the number as now 65 from each section of 
iiie province. This involved numerous alterations in the limits of 
counties. Some were divided into two or three Ridings, each to 
retom a Representative. Portions of others were detached for 
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ihb jame purpose, and, in m few cisea, new ^oanties wa?e ore«led« 
Ihuidas remained nnchaBged, and ike only alteration in the 
vnitod oonntiea was, that ihe town and township of Gornwall were 
Mparated from Stormont into a separate constitneBey, thus giTUig 
the three counties four members instead ef three as fotmeriy<: In 
thttt year also, the elective franchisewas extended, so as t^inelnde 
wim^rs, and tenanU or ^ccwpiers of real property. That aet has sinoe 
been amended by 22 Yic. ch. 82, the following extracts jGrom which 
ddbie the franchise, and the system of re^tration now in fiupoe. 

" Every male person entered on the then last reyised assessment roU 
in anj citj or town, as the owner, tenant, or occupier of real property 
therein, of the assessed value of 9^00 or upwards, or of the assessed yearly 
ralae of $30 or upwards— or, who is assessed in any township as tiio 
owner of any real property within such city or town of the asseesei 
talue of $200, or of the yearly value of $20 or upwards shall be entitled 
is *vote at any election of a member to represent snch city or town i> 
ilie Legislative Oonncil or the Legislative Assembly. 

For counties, townships or villages, not being within the limits of any 
city every male person entered on the then last revised assessment roll, 
as the owner, tenant or occupier, of real property of the assessed value 
of $200 or upwards, or of the yearly assessed value of $20 or upwards, 
shall in like manner be entitled to vote for members of the LegisUlive 
d^nncil or Assembly. 

The clerk of each municipality to Upper Ganada shall, after the final 
revision of the assessment rolls, forthwith make a correct alphabetical 
list of all persons entitled to vote at an election of a member of either 
ISousCi within such municipality, together with the number of the lot, 
or other description of the real property, in respect of which each ^ 
them is so qualified, and the clerk shall certify by oath or affirmation, 
lieiore the Judge of the Oounty Court, orbefore Miy twojnstieeS'Of tfas 
3peaee, to the correctness of the list, so by him made out, and shaU 
deliver over, on or before the first day of October in each year, a certi- 
fied copy of the same, to the clerk of the peace of the county or union 
of counties, within which such municipality shall lie ; and no person 
sha;ll be admitted to vote at any such election, unless his name sfanSl 
'aippear upon the list then last made 'out and xserUfied ; «aid no qfaeition 



^^oall^cation.sl^l be receiyed at anjr ^ach election, except to aecertMa 
jvhetber the partj tenderiag his rote is the same partj intended to be 
designated in the alphabetical list aforesaid. 

The following oath and no other, may be administered by the deputy 
idtoniing officer, to any person offering to vote, if required by the candi- 
jdate or his agent, or by the deputy returning officer himself. 

liW swear (or solemnly affirm) that you are (naming the voUr} 

^9^o^e name is entered on the list now shown to ypu. That you are of 
Jthe full age of twenty years — that you have not before voted at th|4 
election, either at this or any other polling place, and that you hare 
not receiyed any thing, nor has anything been promised to you, either 
directly or indirectiy, in order to induce you to vote at this election. 
<^ help you God.^' 

JS^y this arraQgeinent of re^stration, no one whose name doios 
mHi fippear upon the list can attempt to vote, without personating, 
09d assuming to vote in the name of some other person whose 
iUiSie is tjh^ein reooirded, and the penalty for so doing is a fine ipf 
|200, imFisonm<ent for six months, or both, at the discretion /of 
jlbfi court before whom he shall be convicted. 

Before any person can be elected a member g£ tho Li^slati)?e 
Jk9S^vaJliAjj it is requisite that he be possessed of real estate within 
die Province to the value of £500 currency, free of jjl inoum- 
h»iK^. The t^m of a session of Parliament is limited to four 
y^tarSi «»t the ^piration of which the members must he re-ele^M^ed, 
or be replaced l^ others. It most frequently h^p^is, howevw, 
(tJiat the Parliament is dissolved b^ore the period of limitatioti 
•Krdfes, The remuneration to members of both houses, is at the' 
lEfkta (oS six dinars per d»y, if the session does not extend ovei 
4iUizky days ; if it extends beyond that time, they rec^ye severally 
m sessional aUowanqe of ($600, and no more : they ase i^so allowed 
travelling expenses, at the xate of ten x^nts per mile, for fb» 
iUi^bance from their residence to the seat of goveo^nm^nt, to he 
^aoai|>uted gdng and returning. 

Bf t*ie Act of Victoria 19, oh. 14l>, in a$56, the Legid^tiire 
Council was rendered electivei and to ^ ^nd th^ Province mm 
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divided into forty-eight electoral divisions, — twenty-four in Upper 
Canada, and twenty-four in Lower Canada, each to send a member 
to the Upper House. Not more than twelve members were to be 
elected under this act in any given year, and the elections to recur 
periodically every second year until the whole number were elected, 
the order in which the several electoral divisions were to return a 
member being determined by lot. The qualification for a member 
being £2000 freehold real estate within the division, and the term 
of office eight years. 

The County of Dundaa lies in the St. Lawrence electoral divi- 
sion, which comprises the town of Brockville, and the township 
of Elizabethtown, the South Riding of Grenville, the North Riding 
of Leeds and Grenville, and the County of Dundas. George 
Crawford, Esq., of Brockville, was the first Honorable member 
elected in the St. Lawrence electoral division. He was returned 
in 1858, by a majority of 58 votes of the whole division. His 
majority in Dundas was 151. Mountain gave him 158 majority, 
Winchester 83, Williamsburgh 75. Matilda showed a majority 
in favor of his opponent, Dr. Brouse, of 115. 

It may be interesting to preserve the names of those who have 
from the first, and at different times, received the honor of election 
to the Legislature, at the hands of the electors of Dundas. If not 
now, at some future time perhaps, the information might be sought 
for and less readily found. It will show that when no great 
National questions agitate the minds of a community, person^ 
feelings and predilections have more to do with their choice of 
representatives, than either political convictions or allegiance to 
party. Sometimes local considerations may exercise an influence 
in this matter greater than their real importance merit ; still it is 
better that constituencies should send to Parliament men ao- 
quainted* with their local wants, and in whose uprightness and 
good sense they can confide, than men who are mere politicians, 
however brilliant their talents may be. The following list of our 
representatives we believe to be correct, and in order: — 
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PABLIAMENT. 


KAMB8. 




WHIN 
BBTURNKD 


SERVED 
IN ALL. 


BBSIDENOH. 


First ...... 

Second .... 


Alexander Campbell. . . . 
Colonel Fraser 


1792 

1797 
1800 
1804 
1808 

It 

u 

tt 
1824 
1828 

1830 

1834 

1836 

1841 
1845 
1848 
1862 
1854 
1857 


5yrs 
3 " 
4" 
4" 

16 " 
tt 
tt 
tt 

17 " 

2 « 

11 " 

15 '' 

3 " 
7 " 
2 " 

(( 

4 " 


Montreal. 
Matilda. 


Third 


Can tain Weacrer. 


Williamsburgh 
(1 

(( 
tt 
tt 
tt 

Matilda. 


Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh 

Eighth 

Ninth 


Major Henry Merkley 

Colonel John Crysler 

(( (( (( 

(( u tt 

u u u 

Peter Shaver 


•• 


Tenth.... J 

Eleventh. 5 

Twelfth .. \ 

Thirteenth ! 
Fonrteenth . 


Peter Shaver and ... . 

George Broilse 

Peter Shaver and... . 

John Cook 

Peter Shaver and. ... 

John Cook 

Peter Shaver and... . 

John Cook 

John Cook 


:l 
:i 
:i 


tt 
tt 
tt 

Williamsbnrgh 
Matilda. 
Williamsburgh 
Matilda. 
Williamsburgh 
tt 


Fifteenth. . . 


Creorcre McDonell 


Cornwall 


Sixteenth .. 
Seventeenth 
Eighteenth . 
Nineteenth . 


John Pliny Crysler, Con. 

Jesse W.Rose, Lib. 

John Pliny Crysler, Con. 
James William Cook,Lib. 


Williamsburgh 

tt 
tt 



The springs, whence flow the devious streams of political popu- 
larity are unknown to us ; judging from past results, however, we 
might^almost infer, that like ocean tides, political affairs were con- 
trolled by some mysterious lunar influence ; for with amazing 
regularity, the last five elections have each reversed the preceding 
one in Dundas. Crysler ousted Rose by a respectable majority, 
while Cook left Crysler minus 350 I The liberal party exultingly 
claimed that they had " redeemed " the county ; the conserva- 
tives contended no less stoutly that they were " sold." On the 
occurrence of elections alone, do politics interfere with the harmony 
and friendly feeling of the inhabitants. At these times, however, 
there is a visible line of demarkation in society ; the dormant 
energies of both parties are then aroused, and the contest is usually 
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carried on wiiih much entliusiasm, and neither time nor money are 
spared. Old men and young, rich and poor, voters of every fctte, 
qualified and unqualified, have been in times past indiscriminately 
dragged to the polls ; many of the latter by their afirontery dtrf- 
ing the vigilance of the scrutineers, and it has not been until after 
the storm had subsided that illegal votes were dragged to light, axii 
then it was of no avail, unless the defeated canditate assumed itie 
expense of contesting the election, and if he had done so, th& plt>^ 
bability in most cases was, that an equal, or perhaps a greater 
number of bad votes would have been fished out of his own catar 
logue of names. If the existing Voter's Registration Act be faith- 
fully carried out, much fraudulent voting, and its deinoralisdifg 
false swearing will in future be obviated. 

Time was when the County was young, and its inhabitants were 
knit together by the recollection of the days when they had stood 
shoulder to shoulder in the ranks, in defence of their King and 
Country ; or, when leaving house and home they had together 
sought an asylum from the tumults of civil war in the wild woods 
of Canada. If in these days they were not siJl of one mind, ki 
least they agreed to differ. Then, the recurrence of a parliamentary 
election was a pleasing episode in the life of the early settler, and 
was hailed as the occasion, when old friends long separated c^onld 
meet again. Then^ the proceedings were characteristic of the sim- 
j^city of character of the inhabitants : then, was no false eweaf- 
ing, and rarely any voting at all. The rival candidates in torn 
addressed the people at the hustings, and the contest was decided 
by a show of hands, or by one party moving to the right, and th^ 
other to the left hand ; the returning officer counting heads, and 
declaring accordingly^ amid the acclamations of both. At a latei^ 
period a barrel of rum came to be considered as a sine qua ndn to 
liie success of a candidate. This again was succeeded by a tiia^ 
when money freely spent yielded a mighty influence in the result 
of elections. In many constituencies at the presient day, it lA still 
a conspicuous element This kind of bribery which ministm to 
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the baser pasrions and propensities of our nature, k the more to be 
d^lored, became from the infinite yarietj of ways in which it mftj 
be practised without detection, it is most difficult o£ cure. Let 
US hope that this golden age will di8a|^>ear bef(»e the dawn of diat 
bighter «*a, when good oommon sense shall prevail. When £ree 
and independent electors shall exercise their right c^ discriminiu- 
Hon, unbiassed by '^ fear, fayor, or affection/' and according to the 
dictates of conscience. One Uiing is oertain that if elect(»rs con- 
cede to any aspirant, the privilege to hay their votes, they may make 
up their minds that he wfll assume the right to idl their interests, 
wh^i it scats his convenience. As none of the representatives of 
Pundas have so far as we know distinguished themselves aboye 
their fellow members in the arena of politics, little can be said of 
tfie political histoij of any of ihem. The first on the list of our 
members may haye been a whig or a tory, a lawyer or a merchant, 
of such matters there is no record, and the little that is preserved 
of his history, presents few inducements to prosecute the enquiry. 
His character is summed up in this, that he was familiarly known 
at the time by the unenviable souhriquet of Lrma Campbell. 

Fbazcr, was one of Sir John Johnston's veterans, of good 
family, and extensively connected. A whole-souled warm-hearted 
man, the personification of what the world calls a ^' good-fellow." 

Mbbklbt, was a U.E. Loyalist — a German of the Lutheran 
«reed, and a blunt honest farmer ; possessed of limited education, 
nnd speaking very broken English. His homespun suit of Cana- 
dian gray, and his ofttimes ludicrous pronunciation of the English 
language, added to the energetic, and at times vehement style of 
Ids delivery, fi^quently elicited bursts of mingled laughter and 
applause from the House. He was one, however, neither to be 
laughed down, nor easily intimidated. He knew nothing of the 
art of " ckUeUing^^^ but in his own honest and independent way, he 
i^ke just as he thought. His sentiments were always plainly 
expressed, and to the point. Eespected by all parties as a man of 
sterling int^ity, he was also of jovial as well as humorous dis- 
position, and was a frequent guest at the Oovemor's table. 
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John Cook, was also of the XJ.E. stock, and in his day en- 
joyed a fair share of popularity, having served 15 years in Par- 
liament. He is still living in Williamsburgh. 

McDoNELL, was a lawyer of Cornwall j he possessed consider- 
able talents, and rather more than an average share of l^al 
elocution. It was through his instrumentality that the Lutherans 
of Dundas received a pecuniary remuneration for the loss of 
their church and glebe. He died some years since in the prime 
of life. 

John Crysleb, is a gentlemanly, unassuming man, of few 
words, but has the reputation of being a shrewd calculator, and no 
doubt is patiently awaiting the turn of the tide which may possibly 
reseat him in the Legislative Halls. 

KosE, was in turn, a merchant, a speculator, a farmer, and a 
newspaper editor. For many years he took the lead in the county 
as an enterprizing and exemplary farmer, was always a staunch- 
supporter of the agricultural society, and was the first to intro- 
duce improved breeds of stock in Dundas, and for this deserves to 
be had in remembrance. In his experience, however, farming was. 
rather honorable than lucrative : he sold out, became the editor 
of a western paper, which he has since abandoned, and has re- 
commenced a mercantile business. Of limited education, he 
nevertheless possessed fair abilities, and expressed himself upon all 
occasions with great fluency. 

J. W. Cook, the present member, is a nephew of the aforesaid 
John Cook. He is extensively engaged in the lumber trade, and 
is reputed to be a good man of business. 

Two of our past representatives, demand more than a passing 
notice at our hand ; we have reference to Colonel Crysler, and 
Peter Shaver, Esq. Both of these gentlemen were U.E. Loyalists, 
who came to the county at its first settlement, and spent their 
whole lives in it. They thus came to be inseparably connected 
with its history, and to be universally known hj its inhabitants. 

Few men in any country have had a more remarkable career 
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than Colonel John Crysler. He came to the county in 1784, be- 
ing then fifteen years of age, a drummer boy, or as he himself 
used to say, " a sheep-skin fiddler." He early engaged in mer- 
chandize and soon amassed a large property. When at the zenith 
of his prosperity, he had, as it were, the whole county under his 
thumb, and patent deeds for sixty thousand acres of land in his 
chest. Asa farmer, merchant, magistrate, a colonel of militia, 
and for sixteen consecutive years the representative of the county 
in Parliament, he was a man of note, and of extensive influence. 
He erected several grist-mills and saw-mills in the county, and for 
many years was extensively engaged in the lumber business. 
Careless of money, his hospitality knew no bounds, his house was 
open to all, and his means were lavished with more liberality than 
discretion. Before the close of his life, however, disappointments 
and losses, occasioned by his indulgence to private friends, as well 
as by failures in his commercial speculations, supervened, and he 
had to confess with the wise man of old that " all is vanity." 
Rapidly as he had accumulated a handsome fortune, even more 
swiftly did his riches " take to themselves wings and flee away." 
He died at Finch in 1850, at the advanced age of 81 years. 

Peter Shaver, Esquire, was born near Johnstown on the banks 
of the Mohawk Riv/er, in the State of New York, in October 1777. 
His father was a well-to-do farmer, had a numerous family, and 
was surrounded with all the comforts that rural life affords. A 
ftugal, industrious man was he, and a hot-headed old tory to boot. 
At the commencement of the war he was one of the first to volunteer 
the services of himself and of his three eldest sons, in support of the 
royal cause. Leaving his wife and family on the farm, he joined 
the standard of Sir John Johnston, served under him during the 
whole of the revolutionary war, and came with his regiment to* 
Canada, in the year 1780. During his absence his house and 
farm were plundered, his family rendered houseless and home- 
less, and his property seized upon, by bands of rufl&ans, who 
reoc^ized no authority but that of '^ mob law." In this des- 
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t^te 00A(fiti<m his^ wife and diiklreii irete permitted, fmder a 
tag of truce, to make t^eir way, a& best they might, tkroiigb 
tiie woods to Cana^ After endoring ineredible hardships, ibey 
i^ea^ed Tieosd^oga, whence they lK>ped to be conveyed in a 
boat throng Lake Chsunplain ; the boats, however, were ftoteft 
fiust in the ice, and nothing remained for them but to set enl 
i^t on their weary pi%rimage ak)ng the margin of the lii^^ 
The mother carried her infsoit in her arms, while the dder boys 
fytfw the yonnger ones upon a hand sleigh, a distance of ot«p 
one hundred miles upon the ice, to Isle aux Noix. Here they 
were for a time sheltered from the cold, in an Indian wigwam^ $mi 
were aA^erwards transferred to the barracks. The whole family 
dflcme to the county <^ Dundas with the other settlers in 1784, and 
Mr. Shaver has continued to reside there, with very little ifiter^ 
Slission evOT since. 

In youth, he served his apprentice-ship as a mill-Wright, but did 
not long follow that oalHng. In 1 799 he married, and [portly afW 
wards entered into the lumber and mercantile business, VfMek he 
prosecuted with varied success until the year 1848, when he 
retired. A few years ago, Mr. Shaver was afflicted with total 
blindness; at his advanced age, few would have had the fortitude 
to submit to tiie pain of an ophthalmic operation, or had &itb to 
believe in the possibility of a remedy ; he however had both, txkd 
a skilful operation completely restored his sight. He is now in 
Us 84th year, active in mind and in body, remarkable for hid 
genial flow of spirits, his rare intdligence, and intimate acqmaia*' 
tance with tU that is going on in the world around him. Thai 
lie was respected by his fellow-men is sufficiently attested by ibe 
dreumstance of his having, for seventeen consecutive years, rqwa* 
rented his county in Parliament. He received a oommissicoi as 
Misign in the Dundas Militia more than fifty years ago, and was 
appointed Lieutenant Colonel in 1847. 

In this connection we shall mention but one more name, $Ad 
although the individual is neither a native (^the County of Sandas, 
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not tL t^Heiit m it, yet the portion wliich he holds ki idatiott txf 
ii, jtulstifies ns in noticing him. 

More than forty years ago, a Rtout yonng lad with fair hair ftftil 
ftiddy cheeks, landed on the wharf at Qnebec, a friencQesd emigi^itt^ 
from the Emerald Isle. He had left his natire land, to carve otit 
for himself, a new home in the New World. There was notliliig 
ii^ his outward appearance to distinguish him from other emigrafitfr, 
nor was his address remarkable othe^rwise, than fbr his rich"6rd^F«e.*' 
He had received a tolerably good education, and his countenafioe 
bespoke intelligeince, rather than any extraordinary mental efl-- 
dowments. His heart was light, and so was his pocket, while Mf 
tMck-EPet frame and brawny arms, seemed to indicate, that if evttf 
he should distinguish himself in Canada, it would be in the back* 
woods, among those, '* who lift up the axe against the trees." 

The same individual noW resides in a princely mansion, on tti^ 
banks of the St. Lawrence, surrounded by numerous friends, eft- 
joying the well-earned fruits of his own industry. He is regarded 
as a man of influence in high places, and the inhabitants of fl 
District, containing one thousand five hundred square miles of 
territory, and polling seven thousand voters, havfe recently testifiei 
their respect for his int^rity, by conferring upon him, the highest 
honor in the people's gift — a seat in the Legislative Council of 
Ms adopted country. The quondam Irish emigrant, is the Hoir. 
6soBG£ Crawford of Brockville, whoso career we notice thus, 
as an example of what has been done by hundreds of others, iii 
this rapidly rising colony, and more particularly, that his exaiupte 
may stimulate our youth to habits of industry and perseverance. 

Immediately upon his arrival in the Country, he went " iiitd 
the bush," and set to work in earnest, to cut down the troes^ t© 
j)ile up the log-heaps, to eradicate the blackened stumps, in &M^, 
" to make him a clearance." At the end of seven years, of hat* 
labor^ he found that he had cleared one hundred acres of land, 
Witiiout having added anything to the weight of his pocket ; it was 
even lighter than when he had begun. In 1827, he took h eott- 
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tract on the Eideau Canal ; here lie had to contend with difficulties, 
chiefly arising from the lack of capital ; however, by dint of per- 
severance and energy, joined to judicious management, he came out 
of that contract a gainer to a considerable amount. In 1832, he 
tendered for a large contract on the Cornwall Canal. Upon the 
day of opening the tenders, he was told by one of the commissioners, 
that as there were other good tenders for the work lower than his, 
he could expect no contract, and that he might as well return home. 
Next morning he rose before daylight, in hopes that he might get 
away from Cornwall, before the friend with whom he was staying 
should witness his disappointment. But his host was wide 
awake, and heard the stealthy footsteps pass his bed-room door. 
He arrested the fugitive, and persuaded him to remain until the 
decisions were announced. How it came, — let the commissioners 
tell, but, before night, he was secured in a large and profitable con- 
tract. In 1842 he contracted for a large portion of the Beauharnois 
canal: upon this work alone he cleared a handsome fortune, 
which placed the cap sheaf upon his previous successes. The ball 
was now at his foot, his name was up, and he could have com- 
manded as much public work as he chose to undertake. It was at 
this period, that he proved an exception to the general rule of hu- 
manity. He said to himself, to use his own words, " I have enough 
— I am quite satisfied that the world owes me nothing. It has done 
better for me, than I ever expected or deserved, and for this I 
thank a divine providence, who, I can sincerely say, has blessed 
me more than I could ask for, or am worthy to receive." 

After his retirement from Public works, he was twice elected to 
Parliament, as representative of the town of Brockville, and with- 
drew from that position, with a view of offering himself as a can- 
didate for the Upper House, in the newly formed St. Lawrence 
electoral division. In this contest he was successful. 

Mr. Crawford commanded a company of volunteers during ihe 
Bebellion, and was appointed a commissioner for settling the Be- 
bellion losses, to the inhabitants of the Province. It was mainly 
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at his instigation^ that the present location of the Orand Tnink 
Bail way, along the front of the St. Lawrence was determined upon. 
Of this road he is now a director, and has been since its commence- 
ment. He is also a director of the Brockville and Ottawa Rail- 
way Company. 

The political history of Canada reads us a salutary lesson, which 
we do well to ponder. From it we may learn the folly of attempt- 
ing to redress grievances, whether real or imaginary, by any 
other than constitutional measures. " Vox populi vox Dei " was 
never more truly said of any people than of Canadians, and has been 
folly verified in many of the changes that have transpired. As 
for instance, in the secularization of the Clergy Reserves, and 
in the substitution of an elective Legislative Council for that 
formerly nominated by the Crown, and which to have advocated 
a few years ago had seemed little short of treason. Even the cit- 
izens of the United States, who were wont to boast that there 
was no freedom like unto theirs, now, freely concede, that the 
position of Canada as a dependency of the British Crown, is de- 
cidedly preferable to the relation that any single State of the 
Union, bears to the Federal Government. " It is a curious fact " 
says the Washington Constitutional of 1st Jan., 1861, *^ that prac- 
tically the Provinces of Britain at this moment, enjoy a freedom 
which the black Republican would deny the sovereign States. 
States, they insis^ may not secede — shall not secede — and shall 
be punished summarily if they attempt to secede. Contrast this 
view with that which the modem Colonial rule of Britain spreads 
before her Provinces. For years past Canada has been told 
authoritatively, that its people are masters of their own future ; that 
they are at liberty to assume the attributes of nationality, 
whenever they feel equal to its responsibilities : and the imperial 
government will place no obstacles in their path. The Canadians 
have but to avow themselves secessionists and they may become the 
citizens of a sovereign state without the dread of being " whipped," 
<f subjugated/' or coerced after the manner in which our 
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Aivdrons ooeroioniats would frightea Soolih CfMrotioa, and eipter 
flpaunoiiwealthB, into the wordiip of eome &nciful imperscmiytioii 
4ii iF^ral auftority." 

Neyer before did sodi a concession emanate from the core of Re- 
publicanism, jet it is surpassed by the following petition to the 
(Sauate and Representatives of the State of Maine, in Itegielature 
•assembled, dated the lOtii Dec. 1860, and signed by oyer ninetocia 
iJiousand republicans. 

'^ We, the undersigned, respeetfully request that your Hooora- 
.Ue body will appoint commissioners to confer with tibe BrHiah 
^Oovenunrat in regard to an immediate annexation of the State cf 
Maine to the Canadas : also to make arrangements for an im- 
mediate secession of the said State from the General Oo^eni- 
ment." 

We may live to see important changes in the constitution of 
Canada — we may possibly see all the British North Ammcap 
Oolonies united into a groat confederation, but we trust that in 
Q^T day at least, the connecting link which binds us to Great 
Britain will not be brc^en— and that the banner of Old England 
will long continue to float over our citadels, and be r^arded as the 
jSDiblem and guardian of our rights, civil and /sacred. 
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The St. Lawrence CaoAls.— The Elliots.— Steam Nayigation, HijstQxy of, 
on Riveri Lake, and Ocean.-— Cunard, Collins, Canadian and other 
Steamers. — The Great Eastern.— Grand Trunk Railroad. — Tictoria 
Bridge. — ^Benjamin Chaflfej. 

The Canals situate in the Oonnty <^ Dandas are wor&y of 
notioe, fonning, as they do, links in the chain of the '^ St. Lawrenoe 
Canals/' the most stnpendous works of the kind to be found in the 
woiM. They were constructed with a view to oyercome the nata- 
ffd obstructions to the nayigation of the St. Lawrenoe, caused by 
the Taidous ra^ds existing between Montreal and Prescott. These 
Canals, with the exception of the ''Junction,'' were o(»npletedin 
1849, and are of various lengths, of from one mile to twelve ; an 
all, they are 43 miles in ^ctent The total expenditure of the Pro- 
vhifie on their construction up to the first of January, 1860, wns 
•5,418,770. 

^The GWouse," "the point Iroquois,'* and "the Junotioii 
Caaals," now fi)rm one continuous canal of 7|f miles in length, 
teKffiinattng at Iroquois in Matilda. This Canal, the " Es^ du 
iPkit," 3 mUes in length, lying in WilliamEsburgh, and the " Faxrans 
Fcnni,'' of one mile in length, in Osnabmck, are all €aUed the 
^^IViUiamsbvsrgh Canals," and are under the superintendence of 
Mr. Isaac N. Bose of Morrisburgh. The Williamdimigh Canals 
]uvveco9t <ap to the present time for construction, $1,320,475, of 
idiiokttiie <^ JoDction '' con^eted in 1859, oost 4230,736 : ihey 
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are 10 feet deep, 100 to 150 feet wide, with locks 200 feet in lengiJi, 
and 45 in width. The locks are all of cut stone, built in ih» 
most BU^stantial manner, and finished in the best style. The lock 
gates are now constructed of solid pieces of timber from 15 to 18 
inches in thickness, dowelled and bolted together, and are con- 
sidered to be an improvement upon the old style of framed gates ; 
each set of gates consisting of four leaves costs from $5,000, to 
$6,000, A swing bridge when placed over one of these loote 
costs $3,000; and the cost of one of the St. Lawrence locks 
complete is from 50, to $60,000. 

It is in contemplation to deepen all these Canals to 11^ feet, and 
to lengthen the locks to 350 or 400 feet. The sum estimated for 
the deepening alone amounts to one million of dollars. The ex- 
pediency however of first ajscertaining the effect of Canadian Rail- 
ways T^pon our water communications will, in all probability, preYent 
the im^iediate expenditure of any large sum for this purpose. 

While the St. Lawrence Canals have conferred an incalcfukble 
benefit .upon the commerce, and have added largely to the general 
prosperity of the Province, the hitherto limited trade of the coun- 
try h^ fallen immeasurably short of creating the amount of traffic, 
which their ample dimensions were designed to accommodate, and 
which tfhe large expense of their construction demanded. Unfor- 
tunately, from some cause or another, they have hitherto been 
unsuccessful in diverting the trade of the great lakes into the chan- 
nel of the St. Lawrence; and while the works firom their massive 
8tr|CLCtu|e will remain for ages, a monument of the public spirit of 
a youp^ polony, whose population when they commenced the un- 
di^rtaking, scarcely exceeded a million of souls, it is discouraging 
to recor^ that during the year 1859, after paying for repairs and 
management, the net revenue of the whole chain of the St. Lawrence 
Ganaja was but $728.86! The falling off, as compared witii 
foipei; years was doubtless caused by the competition of the Grand 
Trunk !Bailroad, whose facilities for carrying through firei^ 
frpm^tlie .sea-board to B^^jtroit, are only now being foUy thought 
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mto play : wHSe the Kapidity of their moyements has enaMod the 
Bailway Company to iionopolize the passenger traffic. 

In May 1860 by aiii order in Council, the St. Lawrence Canals 
amongst others were thrown open, absolutely free of toU, to all 
▼easels whatsoeyer, whether such yessels be American or Canadian. 
The decrease in the revenue from all the public works by this act, 
win probably be about $110,000 per annum. We must eonfees, 
tiiat although this act of the Goyernment bears upon the faoe <^it 
the stamp of a liberal and enlightened policy, it puzzles us to ascer- 
tain the particular mode in which the Proyince is to be remunerair 
ed. Whethw it will benefit most the western producer, the 
forwarder, or the shipper in Montreal, or whether as doubtless 
contemplated it will exercise a reflex benefit upon the whofe com- 
manity, remains to be seen. One thing is certain, the Proyince 
cannot afford to lose $110,000 per annum,and if it does re?eit to 
the exdiequer in some indirect mann^ it must eyentuall/ oome 
direct^ from the pockets of the inhabitants generally. 

The WiUiamsburgh Canals were constructed in yarioiw sections 
by different contractors. The only one who has continued to 
f ende in the County is Mr. William Blliot. He, in company with 
Jiis brother Andrew Elliot had extensiye contracts on these works. 

The Iroquois Canal was more difficult of construction than any 
of tlie others, the greater part of it required to be blasted out of 
the solid rock, and much difficulty was experienced in exduding 
the water while finishing the bottom. The original oontraotors 
succumbed under the difficulties, stopped payment, and left the 
eountry ; for a time the work was suspended and eyentually it was 
oompleted by the Messrs. Elliot, who, with their well known per- 
seyerance and energy surmounted every obstacle. The f^ Junc- 
tion" Canal was also attended with difficulty in construction, 
Utough of a different kind ; here too the original contraotois not 
only failed, but their sureties after a hard struggle to canj on the 
mork were forced to abandon it, aftar having incurred heavylosses. 
Mr. Andrew SlUot again came to the rescue, and despite of iAei)6ta« 

T 
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^les pushed it through to a successfiil tennination. Both brothers 
have since then been engaged in extensiye contracts for railways and 
other public works, in all of which they have been charaeteriaed 
by unflinching honor and integrity in the fulfilment of their agree- 
mentSy and by an amount of ^leigy rarely equalled by any con- 
tractor. 

Andrew retired to Cornwall, where he erected ettensive mills. 
'W^illiian settled in Matilda, and in 1850 also erected an excellent 
stone grist mill there at the same time that Mr. Ohaffey built the 
large pill upon the canal in Williamsburgh. The Matilda mill 
was unfortunately burned down a few yeara after, but was rebuilt 
immediately, with an additional run of stones, and every modem 
impi^y^ment. It has since then proved, as indeed all these mills 
along the line of the St. Lawrence Canals, of great benefit to the 
surrounding country. 

Mr* William Elliot came from the Scottish side of the bcwd^ 
in the year 1828. He resided two years at Lansingburg in the 
state of New York. In 1831 he purchased a farm near Ormstown, 
Lowei: Canada, then situated in the midst of a wilderness ; his 
fatheir came out in 1834 and settled upon the farm, and his brother 
Andrew came the following year. In 1840 Mr. Elliot commenced 
business as. a brewer at Moullinette, where after 3^ years his 
establishment was burned down which occasioned him a heavy losp. 
At various times he has been elected to municipal honors, — as 
reeve, of Iroquois, and an influential member of the Counties 
CQuncJli, be was appointed warden of the United Counties in 1858. 

In connection with the canals we may mention a few &Gts regard- 
ing the navigation of the St. Lawrence by steam, and of steam- 
boats geqerally. 

l^he ingenuity of our American cousins, is more conspicuous, in 
th<^r aptness to discover at a glance, the {Nractical utility of new 
inventions, than in their original conception, and is only equalled 
by the t^Ablushing assurance with which they appropriate to theni- 
j^vef tb^ credit. As an instance of this we mi^t mention (he 
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reaping machine, claimed to be an American inyention, though a 
Scottish implement) that had been many years in nse, supplied the 
model of the American, so called, invention. This propensity is 
even more transparent in the introduction <^ steamboats. By 
Americans Fulton is said to haye been the first to have applied 
the newly invented steam engine to the propulsion of boats ; in 
oilier words, that he was the inventor of steamboats. And one- 
half of the world believe that he really was ; the other half, how« 
ever, happen to know that the American invention was merely the 
]^ctical application of another Scotchman's successful experiment, 
and the credit claimed, the surreptitious appropriation of the 
Scotchman's fame. ^* GhambOT's Encyclopedia,'* no mean autho- 
rity, tells us that Symington, a Scotchman, built a steamboat, 
which was placed on the Forth and Clyde Canal in 1802, and which 
was first tested as a tug boat. On this occasion two loaded vessels 
of 70 tons burden each, were towed a distance of 19^ miles in six 
hours against a head-wind so strong that no other vessel in the 
canal could move to windward on that day. This boat had a 
single paddle wheel in the stem, and was impelled by a horizontal 
cylinder of 22 inches diameter, and four feet stroke, working by 
means of a connecting rod and a crank on the axle of the wheel ; 
the rudder was doubk, on account of the peculiar position of the 
wheel, and the steering apparatus placed in the front part, of the 
vessel. The speed of the vessel going alone was six miles an 
hour. Symington's vessel excited great interest, and while he busied 
himself waking it and devising ftirtfaer improvements, another 
" chieV^ specially busied himself in *' takm notes" Fulton, not only 
closely examined this novel and successful Mteamboaty but closely 
interrogated the builder as to the construction of every part of it. 
Symington showed him every attention, performed a satis&ctory 
voyage solely on his account, and gave him all the information he 
wanted besides ; and, to say the least of it) it was ungenerous in 
Fulton, that he took no subsequent notice of him. Under a 
li^ed name, Fulton ordered an engine from Boulton and Watts, 
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in England, took Ids departure for New York and immedialeljr 
commenced to bnild a boat. The epgine was sent after him, and 
English engineers with it, to fit it up in his ressd. In 1807 he 
saooessfnllj performed the trip to Albany firom New York in the 
'< Clermont,^' at the rate of five miles per hour ronning ^ne. 
Thus were steamboats first introduced in America. The second 
was the " Car of Neptune " also built on tiie Hudson in 1809, 
and the third steamboat we read of in the New World, was the 
'^ Accommodation,*' which was built by the late Hon. Qeorge 
Holson of Montreal, aud commenced to plj regularij between 
Moni^al and Quebec on the 6th of Norember, 1809* This yen^ 
was 87 feet in length, had berths finr 20 passengers, and made her 
maiden trip in 36 hours running time, equal to a speed of 5 unlos 
an hour. She was quite as much an object of int^eet to tfo 
Quebecers then, as is now the Great Eastern to all the woiid. 
The Quebec Mtrcwty, announcing her arriyal, remarked. ^^ ^e is 
incessantly crowded with visitors. This steandboat lecdres her im- 
puke from an open spoked perpendicular wheel on each inde, widi- 
out any circular band or rim ; to the end of each double spoke is 
fixed a square board which enters the water, and, by the rotatory 
motion of the wheels acts like a paddle. No wind or tide can stt^ 
her." The general use of steamboats for passenger traffic^ in 
Britain commenced with the ^^ Comet," built by Henry Bell, en 
the Clyde in 1812. 

The first steamer on ^e Upper St. Lawrence and the lakes, mm 
^e " Ontario," a staunch' sea boat of 270 tons, which b^an to 
ply in 1817, and performed the trip between Ogdensbur^ and 
Lewiston in ten da^fs. The '^ Iroquois," built upon Symington's 
plan, with one large wheel across the stem, was built expresdy fiar 
stemming the swift'currents between Prescott and Dickinson's Land, 
iftg. She had so much difficulty in ascending Itie river, that^ ai 
the Rapid du Plat and otibier points posts were sunk at short dis- 
tances along the shore, ta each of which, in succession, she made 
iuBt until steam enot^ was raised to cany hci <m to the »ext» 
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fflk6 nm only two se&BODS and then abandoned the route. The 
'^ Blaek Hawk/' tmiH at Frenoh Creek, was used by the Amerieao^ 
&r several seasons, afterwards sold to the Canadians and succeeded 
the " Iroquois,*' under the name of the '^ Dolphin." This was a 
powerful and fast boat, and had no difficulty in ascending the riyen 
Sinoe that time a vast number of splendid steamers have continued 
regularly to navigate our waters. 

In November, 1838, the *' Dolphin," having on board a number 
0i rebel prisoners, descended the Long Sault and Cascade RapidB 
aad wintered at Laehine, the following spring she was towed up th^ 
mfiiB at great expense. Much difficulty was found at the Longue 
Sault, a particular part of which seemed to defy all their eSoxU to 
get the vessel up« The current shot down with such rapidity . 
that the ^' Dolphin " was at times in danger of being towed und^ 
tn^befT, and anon was dashed with violence on Hne river bank. 
After four weeks, howev^, oi incessant toil, and, with Uie aid of 
twenty yc^e of oxen, besides horses, capstans and men, added to 
t^e woridng of her «igine, ^ was got up, the irst and most likely 
the last steamer that will ever accomplish the feat. 

The '^ Jack Downing," a small steamer of 35 feet in length, is 
often mentioned among the early boats on these waters. This boat 
was built at Carthage, in Jefferson County in 1834, and was 
drawn upon wheels to Sackett's Harbour, a distance of 30 miles. It 
was used for a short time as a ferry-boat at Waddington, making 
oeeasional trips up and down the river, aided at the currents by 
tile poles of her crew (3 in number). Shortiy after, the " Rapid," 
built upon a novel princi{^e, and consisting of two hollow cylinders, 
the shape of two cigars, 10 feet apart, with a large wheel in ihe 
middle, appeared, fitted up with the engines of the ^' Jack Down- 
ing." Her first trip down the river was also her last. After many 
£raitless attempts to return, she was wrecked upon a small island, 
aitd was for a time abandoned. Eventually, it was taken by way 
.^ the Ottawa and the Bideau Canal to Ogdensburgh, where it 
plied as a ferry-boat. 
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The winter of 1837 was somewliat remarkable for the long eon^ 
tinuance of open navigation. On the 17th o( January in that 
year^ the steamer ^^ Kingston/' ran np as &r as Prescott loaded 
with red coats. 

It was about ^s time (1837) that the great problem of success- 
ftilly crossing the Atlantic Ocean by steam, engaged the pubUo 
rxlini, and was practically solved. This circumstance may be 
regarded as the most important era in the history of America since 
its discovery, and it therefore becomes interesting to trace ilie pro^ 
gress of Ocean steam navigation from its commencement. 

As early as 1819, a steamer named the ''Savannah'^ of380k 
tons, sailed from New York to Savannah, and thence direct to 
Liverpool, arriving there on the 2l8t of September after a voyage 
of 18 days, ''as she drew near the city with sails furled, and 
American banners flying, the docks were lined by thousands of 
people, who greeted her with voc^erous cheers."* This proved tiie 
possibility of a steamer performing an ocean voyage of 3000 miles 
8^ a stretch. Shortly after ^is, a prize of £10,000, was offered 
by the British (Jovemment, to the party who should first perfoim 
a successful steam voyage to India. The prize was won by Cap- 
tain Johnston, who sailed from England on the 16th of August 
1825, in the steamer " Enterprize," of 120 horse power, and 
reached Calcutta on the 7th of December. The entire distance 
run was 13.700 miles, and the time occupied, 113 days, during 
10 of which, she was at anchor. She ran under steam 64 days^ 
and consumed 580 chaldrons of coals, the rest of the voyage being 
under sail. There was but one coaling station on the rente, 
namely, at the Cape of Good Hope. The greatest days run under 
steam was 225 miles; the least, 80, and the speed of the vessel in 
smooth water was eight miles an hour.f 

The enormous expense of fitting out, and working ocean steam- 
er8,added to their limited (Rapacity for carrying freight,retarded their 

* Scientific American, f M. Martin's His. India. 
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general introdootion for some years after their capabilities had 
t>een tested. In 1835, the steamar " Boyal William/' made a 
Toyage from Halifax to Liverpool, bat it was reserved i^or the 
** Great Western" to test the matter, f^ a remunerative commer- 
dal speculation. This powerful steamship of 1340 tons, built 
expressly for the route, departed from Bristol on the 7th April 
1838, and reached New York on the 23rd, the running time oecu- 
pied on the passage was under 14 days. In every sense of the 
word, she proved a success, and for many years this pioneer of 
ocean steamers, continued to cross, and re^sross the Atlantic with 
marvellous r^ularity. The '^ Sirius," a Clyde-built steamer made 
a voyage during the same year, and arrived at New York on the 
same day as the Great Western, having been 18 days at sea. 

No sooner were these results known, than Messrs. Cunard & 
Oo., of Hsdifax and London, entered into a contract for a term of 
years, with the British Government, to convey the mails by steam 
between Liverpool and Boston, calling at Halifax, and connecting 
<here, with steamers to Quebec, Nevrfbundland and Bermuda. A 
magnificent fleet of steamships was constructed for the service. 
The BrUanniay Colwnibia, Caledonia^ and Acadia were the first' 
of the line, ihatund^ the name of the ^^ Cunard Steamers," have 
continued ever since, to bridge as it were, the Atlantic, with a 
precision, speed, and comfort, that have been the admiration of 
the whole world. The Brittama^ made the first voyage to Boston 
in 14 days 8 hours, ariving on the 18th of July, 1840. For 
Hiany years the service has been performed weekly, from each side 
of the Atlantic, and from the commencement they have been libe- 
rally subsidized by Government. The Imperial subsidy at present, 
lonounts to over £3000 stg. per trip, out and home. With this 
assistance it may be said, that little thanks are due to the compa- 
Bj for maintaining an efficient line of steamers, but their almost 
total exemption from marine disasters, especially when placed in 
conlarast with other rival lines, and the consequent confidence placed 
in them by the travelling community, indicate a perfection of man- 
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■gementi <Mrder and ponoiaality, tliat haye never yet been eqnaDed, 
and that are deserring of Oovernmenial enootiragement. 'One 
solitary mishap, and that, unattended by the loss of a sin^e life, 
is all that stands recorded against them, during a eareer of twentj 
years. The Columbia went ashore in a fog, near Cape Sable, on 
the iron-bound coast of Nova Scotia ; but though the vessel perisb- 
ed, yet, through the presence of mind, and discipline of theofieera 
and crew, under providence, ev^ soul was safely brought to sbore. 

The success of the Cunard line, induced the AmmeanstoentMr 
the lists of competition. A nobler fleet of steamers than the 
'' Collins" line, could not well be conceived ; built and fitted 
r^rdless of expense, for the very purpose of excelling, and if po9> 
sible, of driving the " Cunardeis'' from the ocean : — subsidiiied 
too by their Grovernment, and commanded by experienced cap- 
tains, they nev^theless nuet with a series of disasters, through whi^ 
they for^ted public confidence, and utterly fa^ed as a ooodmeieial 
speculation. The Arctic in 1854 came in eoflision with a steamer 
at sea, off Newfoundland, and sank to the bottom, oeoasioning ihi^ 
loss of 322 lives. In 1856, the Pacific foundered in tite dee{^ 
and no vestige <^ the ship nor of her living ear^ was ever d^Kso- 
vered. The line dwindled down in numbers and in repute year 
by year — the irabsidy was at length withdrawn, and the '^ Collins 
Line'' that had owned the Atlav^c^ the PcKifiCy the BalHc,^ the 
Arctic^ and the Adriaticy ceased to exist. 

In 1853, a Liverpool firm contracted to ran a fine of Screm 
Steamers from Liverpool to Canada — ^twioe a mM^tibi to Quebec in 
summer, and once a month to Portland during the winter. The 
Province engaged to pay them a subsidy of £1238 eurreney per 
trip, under certain conditions, one of which was, that they should 
not average over 14 days on the outward, nor 13 days on the 
homeward voyage. The ships of the first year were, the Genovay 
Lady Eglinton^ and Sarah Sands. — Their average passages vere^ 
— Genavay 20 days out and 15 home : L, Eglinton 14 out, 12 
home: Sarah Sands 22. out and 18 home. Next year, th^ 
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Ol&opatTa, Ottawa^ and Charity, were added to the liaei. The 
Cleopatra made her first trip to Quebec ii^ forty three dayt ; the 
Ottawa nerer reached Quebec at all, but after dodging aboiit some 
time, among the ioe at the mouth of the St. Lawrence^ maofe for 
Portland : the Charity haying sailed from Liverpool a month 
aflter the Cleopatra, reached Quebec in 27 days, and found the 
ktter still in port. As a matter of course the contract was can- 
celled. An agreement was next entered into with the Messrs. 
Allan, who represent the present very efficient line of screw stea- 
mers, known as belonging to the '< Montreal Ocean Steamship 
Company," originated and sustained by Canadian enterprize and 
eapital. In terms of this contract, the sum to be paid to the 
Company was £25,000 a year, for fortnightly trips in summer and 
monthly ones in winter. In May 1859, the Company represented 
that owing to the depression in trade they were unable any longer 
to sustain the line, without furtiier assistance. The Canadian 
Government, nobly stood by this Canadian enterprize, and largely 
increased the subsidy, requiring as an equivalent, the performance 
of a wqekly service summer and winter. This Company now 
receives $416,000 per annum, and already returns yearly to the 
exchequer a postal revenue of $200,000. The line consists of a 
feet of eight Screw Steamships, each 300 feet in length, and are from 
1800 to 2500 tons burden. They are all Clyde-built ^ips. As a 
line they have brought no discredit on the name,and individually,they 
aire noted, fcHr their splendid accommodation, their sea worthiness, 
and their fast sailing qualities. Their speed in smooth water is 
firom 11 to 13 miles an hour, and even in a heavy sea, and with a 
head wind, they seldom fall short of 8 miles an hour. 

The returns made to the Provincial Parliament in 1869, ex- 
hibit the speed of the Canadian line of steamers, as follows. 
Average passages Westward 11 days and 5 hours : average passages 
Eastward, 10 days and 10 hours. The quickest passage West- 
ward, made by the Hungarian in 9 days 14 hours. The quickest 
pnMage Elastward by t^e Anglo-Saxon in 9 days 5 hours. During 
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the same year the Canard line of steamers to Boston averaged 
West-ward 12 days Id hours ; East-ward, 10 days, 15 honrs» 
The distance from Boston to Liverpool is 2823 miles; from 
Quebec to Liverpool by the Strait of Belleisle . 2583 miles. It 
tiins appears that the Canadian steamers maintained an average 
speed of 9^ miles an hour, daring the entire season of the St* 
Lawrence navigation. The Cnnarders average 10^ miles per hoar^ 
daring the same months, namdy from April Ull November. 

The qaiokest passage on record across the Atlantic was made by 
the ''Persia'' of the Canard line. In 1858, that ship made ft 
passage from New York to Liverpool in Q. days, 22 hoars, 23 
minutes. The distance is 3013 miles, giving an average speed of 
over 14 miles an hour. 

In 1860, there were twelve different lines of steamers, plying 
a^x)6s the Atlantic, forming together a fleet of nearly 50 steamships 
ranging in tonnage from 1800 to 5,000 tons each, an d affordixqg 
almost daily communication between En^nd and America by 
steam. The total number of passangers conveyed Westward by 
these steamers was 55,480 ; Eastward 27.597 :' in all 83,977. Of 
this number the Canadian line alone conveyed 8,637 passengers. 

The projector of the Ounard line was preferred to the rank of 
a baronet of the United Kingd<»n, under the title of ^' Sir Sanaud 
Canard,'' in recognition of his enterprize in facilitating communi- 
cation between England and the United States. We see no reason 
why, the equally spirited individual, who originated and so success- 
fully sustained the Canadian line, plying between Britain and one 
of her own Colonies, should not in like manner be dubbed '^ tSir 
Htigh Allan:* 

This Chapter nautical, would be incomplete without some allu- 
sion to the '^ Oreat Uastem" that eighth wonder of the world 
which lately visited our shores. This Leviathan steamship, possess- 
es a combination of features so entirely novel, in the art of naval 
Architecture, as to render her incomparable with any other vessel 
afloat; and as no one can fully realize her i{iagnificent proportions 



XIV.] THIS GRBAT EASTERN. 299 

Without a personal inspection, we may say that she is indescribable. 
The Great Eastern differs from all other steamships in three par- 
ticulars, viz., in size, in the method of construction, and in the 
arrangement of her motive power. 

Her length is 692 feet, breadth of beam 83 feet, her depth 58 
feet, and her actual capacity is 27,000 tons measurement. Let 
us suppose that we could divide the iron tube of the Victoria 
bridge into 9 equal parts, place them side by side, in a pile three 
deep and three tiers in height, we should have a mass of iron work, 
somewhat similar to the interior of the Great Eastern, precisely of 
&e same length and depth, but only a little more than one half of 
her width. The weight of the tubes is about 8,250 tons : that of 
the Great Eastern with her machinery, 12,000 tons. 

The Great Eastern differs in construction from every other 
abip in as much as she is built with double sides just as if one iron 
sMp were placed within another, the inner and the outer hulls 
being of equal strength. The intervening space of two feet is di« 
vided longitudinally and transversely into a vast number of cellular 
apartments ; this arrangement of the hull imparts immense strength 
to the ship, and her sides thus constructed are computed to be of 
equal strength, as though they were of solid iron, two feet in 
thickness : another advantage claimed is that in event of the outer 
surface being damaged by collision or otherwise, the only result 
would be that a few small cells would be filled with water, while 
the safty of the ship would not be in the least endangered. In 
addition to this she is divided internally into a great many water- 
ti^t compartments, any one or two of which might be filled with 
water, without detriment to the rest of the ship. 

Her strength has already been put to the severest test, by an 
explosion which occurred in her hold, during her trial trip. The 
force of that explosion, was sufficient to have sent any other vessel 
to the bottom, yet the Great Eastern kept on her way, as though 
nothing had happened. The Great Eastern is propelled by paddle 
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wlieek at the sides, and also by a serew at iSbe stoni ; in ih» At 
SiSem also from all other steam ships. 

She is provided with eight steam ei^nes, font of which work 
the paddle wheels and four, the screw ; together working np to a 
nominal force of nearly 10,000 horse power : the boilers are heated 
by 112 furnaces which consume daily, while on a vogage, 2M 
tons of coal. 

The Great EattemirM commenced at Mihrall upon the Thames 
in 1B55, and in 1857 she was ready lor launching. No sudii load 
had ever before i^d down the ways of a ship yard, and every pie- 
eaution, and a^^lianoe, that science could snggaet, were adcq[»ted 
to ensure success. Correspondin^y great was the disappointment, 
when <' in the presence of Princes and savans^ and an immense 
multitude of eager spectators, who had assembled to witness ^ 
mighty event of Leviathan rushing like a iMmntain into the wat«s 
of the Thames-the iron mammoth like a balky horse refused to ob€j 
the reins of the driver.'* It cost no less than $400,000, and con- 
stant hhor from the 2nd Nov^nber till the Slst January follow- 
ing before she reached her destined element. 

The entire eost of the Great Eastern, when ready for sea, was 
about $4,000,000. She is fitted to cany 4,800 passengers ; or an 
army of 10,000 men, in a superior manner to any other troop 
ship; in addition to her own crew of 400 men. After several ex- 
perimental trips, and many vexatious delays, the Great Eastern 
inally ventured to cross the Atlantic. She left Southampton oti 
Sunday morning the 17th of June, 1860, at 8 a. m. and arrived 
at Sandy Hook off New York at 7.30 a. m. on t^e morning of the 
28th. The actual period of passage was eleven days, and two 
hours, or, allowing for the difference of time, 10 days 21 horns. 
This speed was less than had been expected of her, it had been 
far surpassed by the Persia. Nevertheless, it was considered 
satirfactory for a first trip. The distanoe run by Chart was 3242 
nautical miles, the average speed of the voyage 12 knots an hour, 
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the highest speed by {he log was 14}kaoti: the greatest day's nm 
was 333 knots, and the lowest distance in one ship's day 254 knots, 
vhioh was on the day defore arriving, when the ship was ran dow 
for the purpose of sounding. 

The arriTsI of the great diip in New York, was hailed with 
inuneose enthusiasm. She steamed majestically tt^ the bi^, 
amidst a fleet of boats of every description, so numerous, that it 
teemed a mystery how she was to get through them. Fort Ham- 
ilton saluted her with a discharge of 14 guns : the first time that 
0fer a merchani^vessd had been sainted in America. ^' To this 
distinguished honor, the Great Eastern responded by stopping, 
and, dipping her ensign, replied gun for gun in a r^ular and 
seamanlikc style." The Great Eastern r^nained in New York 
nearly two montiis, where she was visited by great numbers. She 
flailed for New York on the 16th August, called at Halifax, and 
made the ran thence to Milford Haven, in 10 days and 4 hours. 
She was ** gridironed " immediately upon her arrival, and her bot- 
tMtt tborougly cleaned off and punted. Repairs and alterations 
involving an outlay of £28000 stg. being required before she 
eould be pronounced ready for actual service, it was resolved to 
lay her up far the winter — ^the hands were paid off and the 
great ehip was left upon terra firma, a huge, and all but abandoned 
kuSL 

As a steamship she has proved to be sea-worthy and managaUe. 
As a commercial speculation, as yet, an utter failure. What may be 
her future success, or how she b to be employed, no one sc^deis to 
be acute enough to divine. In the meantime she is to be r^arded 
as a gigantic experiment, and it is satisfa^ry to know that the 
problem to be wrought out in her future career, is in good hands 
and will yet be solved. We have great futh in the great Mp^ 
and firmly beHeve that her next passage across the Atlantie wlH 
be the festest on reoord, and, so soon as h^ diaracter is established 
as ft reliable foxi &st medium of oemmunicatioii, her commesmi 
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sucoesfl will oommenoe, and will be Mowed i^> by the building ef 
other ships of equal capacity. 

Thi Grand Trunk Bailwat. — This railway trayerses the 
county of Dundas at an average distance of about f of a mile 
firom the river St. Lawrence. The section of the road lying be- 
tween Montreal and Brockville was first opened for traffic on the 
17th of November, 1866, and the benefit already derived from it, 
by that part of the country, exceeds all calculation ; indeed it may 
be said to have opened up a new era in its existence. Brought, 
at all seasons of the year, within easy access of Montreal, Boston, 
New York, Ottawa, Toronto, and the west, a ready ca^ market 
was at once afforded for every description of produce the county 
had to spare. Facilities for transacting business attracted numbers 
to the vicinity of the railway dep6st, and opposition, the life of 
trade, came to the relief of the farmers who bad previously been 
compelled to barter with a few old foggies upon their own terms. 
The traveling community too, experienced a relief that none may 
know who have not toiled the live-long day through mud and mire, 
knee deep, to reach their county town. 

The Grand Trunk Bailway was completed and informally opened 
for traffic, throughout its entire length, on the 17th of December, 
1869. The simultaneous completion of the Victoria Bridge, and 
of a branch line from Port Huron to Detroit, at the extreme west- 
ern limit of the road, opened, as it were, the sluice gates of com- 
merce, which instantly rolled in like a flood. Not many days a^r, 
trains laden entirdy with bales of cotton ftom Louisiana, and 
others with flour from Chicago, and pork from Oincannati, were 
passed through the iron tube, two miles in length, on their route 
to England. Since then the business of the road has steadily- 
increased, the amount of freighting business, during winter especi 
ally, being frequently controlled only by the want of rolling stock 
to transmit it. This, one of the most extensive railway under- 
takings in the world, is 1112 miles in length, and was built at a 
cost of £10,000 sterling per mile^ excluding the Victoria Bridge, 
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the estimated price of which alone was, in round numbers as fol< 
lows : — 

For the approaches and abutments $1,000,000 

For the masonry in the piers between the abutments* 4,000,000 
For the wrought iron tubular superstructure 2,000,000 

Total $7,000,000 

This sum wa9 afterwards reduced to $6,000,000, but subse- 
quendj, in consequence of a bonus of $300,000 paid to the con- 
tractors for haying finished it one year in advance of the time 
agreed upon, the estimate cost of the structure came to be about 
$6,300,000.* 

The entire cost of the Grand Trunk Railway, in construction, 
has thus been about dxty two millions of dollars / need we express 
surprise that this great enterprise, is financially, in a state border^ 
ing upon utter bankruptcy. The wonder is to see it there at all. 
It is truly astonishing that English capitalists who had but recently 
recovered from the effects of the railway mania at home, should 
so soon have relapsed into their besetting sin abroad. In so far 
as Canada is concerned, this magnificent railroad has been con* 
structed at an outlay immeasurably disproportionate to ihQ 
resources of the province. A much cheaper road, and much less 
of it might have been constructed with the/ou/r millions of dollars 
of Canada money swallowed up in the Grand Trunk, and would 
really have been more advantageous to all concerned. That it will 
ultimately become a paying enterprize, cannot for a moment be 
doubted, else, the oft expressed prediction of the ^ture greatness of 
Canada, reasonably grounded upon its past progress, must be 
hopelessly falsified. K an economical and judicious system of 
management is now introduced and petsevered in, the generation 
of stock-holders who shall succeed the present, will most likely reap 
idl the advantages anticipated by the reckless and over sanguine 
capitalists of the present day. 

*Glance at the Tictona Bridge by 0. Legge. 
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TWe are two stations of the Graad Tnuik Railroad in Ihiiidas, 
viz., Williamsburgh and Matilda. In the neighboriiood of eadi 
tluriviiig villages are growing ujp a|»ce; Morridntrgh near ^e 
fiKQiery and Iroquois adjoining the latter, whose combined railway 
freight traffic for 1859 was 2202 tons. Williamsburgh is distant, 
by wttl, from Montreal 92 miles, from Ottawa City 70, and from 
Toronto 241 miles. The fares by first class, respectively, are, 
$3, $2.40, and $8. Iroquois lies 7 miles to the west of Mcnris- 
bmrgh. The station buildings at both places are first class, <ji 
handsome external ai^tearance, being built of dressed stone and 
covered with slate. The station master8,Messrs. Purkis and FeH, 
are deservedly esteemed for their urbanity to the public, and i^ieir 
faithfulness to their employers. 

Benjamin Chaffey and William Elliot werethe contractors for the 
road throughout Dundas county. Mr. Ohaffey subsequently took 
an extensive contract on the Victoria Bridge, where his extraor- 
dinary mechanical talents found scope for their full development. 
" The ingenuity which he brought to bear upon his work, showed 
him to be a man of rare genius. He had also acquired the reputa- 
tion of being a most skilful mechanic, and what was of still greater 
consequence, had won universal confidence and esteem, for the 
probity which always characterized his dealings.' ' * The steam 
traveller invented by him, and afterwards used by the other con- 
actors, is described as one of the most wonderful inventions of 
the age ; by means of it huge blocks of stone weighing twenty tons 
and upwards, were picked up and handled with the greatest of ease 
and precision, the whole machinery being under the control of an 
intelligent bay. Mr. Chaffey built one half of all the masonry c^ 
the bridge, besides a large portion of the coffer dams, tube staying, 
and other works connected with its construction. He earned fi^ 
himsdf tibe *^ golden opinions '* of his employers, and, in addition 
to that, the substantial reward due to his merit — an independant 
fortune — ^which the people of Dundas wish him long life to enjoj. 

•Legft. 
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For many years he resided among ns, and was ever oonspiouona 
for his public spirit and generosity, no less esteemed for his 
nnassoming manners, than his unostentatioos christian worth. 
He now resides in Brockyille. He was nominated as a candidate 
&r L^islative Council honors by the liberal party of the St Law- 
rence electoral division in 1858, but retired from the field in &Tor 
of Dr. Brouse of Prescott, who lost the election. We have no 
doubt that the seclusion of private life, was, to Mr. Ohaffey's 
naturally retiring disposition, infinitely more preferable than tiie 
h^est Legislative honors that could have been conferred upon 
him. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Reminiscences. — ^The mound of Williamsborgh. — Early Methodist Mis- 
sionaries. — ^The first Convert. — The lake-warm Lutheran. — Record 
of the Grave-yard. — Eccentricities. — Perpetual motion.— Novel 
Windmill. — Early mills in Dundas. — Auld acquaintance. 

As tiie writer has resided bat a few years in the County of 
Dundas, lie cannot draw upon his own memory for such materials 
as are properly designated reminiscences. His limited intercourse 
with the old settlers added to his disinclination to drtiw upon hiB 
imagination, doubtless deprives the youthful reader of many mtO' 
resting and humorous anecdotes '^ founded upon fact/' whidi 
might otherwise have been introduced in this chapter. Wbat he 
now offers has come to his hand fix>m various sources, and to his 
mind has every appearance of truth. The reader must however 
judge for himself, ** the tales we tell as they were told to us/' and 
they are not without interest as illustrating the early history of the 
oouniy. 

The Mound of Williamsbubgh. — The following was com- 
municated to us by a clergyman, an old resident of the county. 

" When the first settlers took possession of the front part of 
lots numbers thirty and thirty-one in the fifth concession of Wit 
liamsburgh, they discovered there in the dense forest the remains 
of one of the tumuli, which abound in the peninsula of Oanada, 
but here are seldom met with. The wall of circumvallation of tUs 
•mound was found on the southern bank of the eastern branch of 
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the Fritz-Marklie oreek on said lots near the bridge at the so called 
unfinished mill in that locality. 

The enclosure covered an area^of three or four acres of land ; 
ihe wall was about eighteen inches high, and in the form of a 
semi-circle, obviously marked out the spot chosen for a camp. 

The settlers found trees growing on this wall of earth, whost 
ages must have been about two hundred years or more. In 
ploughing the ground inside of the wall seversd skulls, some pieces 
of coarse earthenware, and a quantity of decayed parched inaize 
were found. Altogether there have been found here six skulls * 
the bones of the cranium appeared to* the settlers to have been twice 
as thick as that belonging to Europeans. They were surmised to 
have been Indian skulls, and were interred upon some less fre- 
quented spot on lot thirty-one. 

Within this enclosure frequently has the absorbing love of 
money been evidenced in eager nocturnal searches for imagined 
Mdden treasures, bat we are not aware that the diggers have had 
their cupidity gratified in any instance. In 1830 the mound was 
still distinctly visible, but since 1833 when that part of these lots 
was permanently put under cultivation, almost every vestige of 
this ancient camp has vanished from the sight of the passing tra- 
veller. No doubt if a proper search were undertaken perhaps even 
ttt this day, other skulls and relics of the olden time might here Jl>e 
found. 

Who built this mound ? For what purpose was it built ? On 
these themes and others equally interesting connected with the 
generation of past ages in Canada, history is silent.'' 

Eably Msthodist Missionabiss and Conyeets. — The 
habits and address of the early Methodist Missionaries in Canada 
were quite in unison with the characteristics of its inhabitants and ^ 
their ministrations were none the less acceptable to their hearers 
that they were conducted in a simple, bold, and at times eccentric 
manner. Mr. Carroll in his observations upon ^' Methodism past 
aad present,'' gives some graphic illustrations of the customs of 
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pastors and people in its earlj days. ** It was osoal/' he aajs, 
** for the missionary to travel on horseback or on foot to the remo- 
test settlements. Alighting at the door of an isolated log &Aian^ 
he commonly entered it with the salutation, ^^ Peace be to this 
honse '" he would then intimate that he wished the neighbors to 
assemble in that house the following morning. 

The yonng members of the family woifld forthwith spread them- 
sdves out in different directions and make the novel announce- 
ment which was usually well responded to. Nathan Bangs* first 
meeting for religious worship is thus described, — ^^ at the time 
a{^inted the house was filled, the Missionary rose up — told tl» 
people who he was, whkt he was, and the nature of his errand, 
ooncluding in the foUowii^ manner. ^' I am a Methodist jweacher, 
and my manner of worship is to stand up and sing, and to knee) 
in prayer : then I stand up and take a text and preach, while the 
people sit on their seats. As many of you as see fit to join in this 
method can do so, but if not, you can choose your own method. 
He gave out his hymn — they all arose, he keeled in prayer, ihey 
all without exception did the same. They then took their seats. 
He stood up and gave out his text. ^' Repent ye, therefore, and 
be oonverted, that your sins may be blotted out when the times of 
le&eshing shall come from the presence of the Lord." His sermon 
ended, he then said, '^ All you who wish to hear any more sudt 
preaching, rise up," when every man, woman, and child stood up. 
An appointment was then made for another meeting in the same 
place, and they were dismissed with the benediction. 

The first conv^t to Methodism in Dundas County was as we 
ako learn from Mr. Carroll made under the following circumstan- 
ceii. ^' The first house which Losee entered in Matilda was that 
of one Mr. Wright a ren^ade Baptist. He introduced himsdf 
to the good wife as a Methodist Preacher," (a what ? we can fam^ 
her exclaiming), '^ and asked if she would net like to have ]»*eaching 
in her house ; to which she replied Uiat die would, as she eould 
not understand the Germans. She ran to the bajm to oali her . 
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Imfiband, and told him that there was a Methodist in the hoose. 
fie expressed his surprise, and wished to know ^' how he looked," 
to which she repUed that " he looked like another man, but that 
lie wanted an arm." The preaoher stopt to dinner, made an i^point- 
ment to preaoh in the house on a certain day, and kept his word. 
Upon that occasion Mrs. Wright was awakened and became greats 
ly concerned for the salvation of her soul. She spent the live long 
night in prayer and watching; for, as she expressed it, " she was 
afraid of being in hell before morning." The husband was less 
Tisibly affected, but the arrow of conviction had pierced him too. 
He* went to the bam to pour out his soul in prayer to God. She 
literally fell upon her face on the floor, and '^ poured out strong 
cries and tears," suddenly a flood of light and joy broke in upon 
her soul, she sprang upon her feet crying out to her eldest daughter 
to run immediately for her father. She ran instantly and found 
him just getting out g( the manger, where he had been at prayer. 
'^ Oh daddy, come quick, I never saw mamma look so before in my 
life," said the child. The husband and wife met at the door, and 
unbracing each other glorified Ood with a loud voice. After 
walking accross the floor several times hand in hand in inexpressi- 
ble rapture, away they flew like lightning to neighbor Doran's, 
and told them what the Lord had done for them. The woman 
was preparing for breakfast, but no sooner had she seen them and 
b^ore they had spoken a word discovering their unusual and 
heavenly appearance, she threw herself into a chair, and began to 
weep bitterly on account of her sinful state. The husband who 
was smoking in the chimney comer, threyr down his pipe and be- 
gan to ory to God. They both bound themselves under a promise 
which was often made in those days, that they would not eat, 
drink, nor sleep till God should liberate their souls; and as the 
story runs the man obtained liberty that night, and the woman 
soon after." 

The abmpt and enthusiastio dedamations of the missionaries, 
seems to have had a corresponding effeet upon the minds of their 
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oonyerts ; and in imitation of their teachers, they were wont to up- 
braid their unbelieving neighbors, for their faithless and €U)d-l6a3 
lives. All minds were not, however, alike snseeptible of impres- 
sion by the new doctrines, and then as now, the missionaries had 
to contend with opposition. This was manifested by pointing the 
finger of scorn, calling opprobrions names, and, it is said in some 
instances, by throwing stones at the preacher, setting the dogs on 
his horse, and ^* hurrahing '' for the Methodists. Others again 
ridiculed them in a quieter way. 

A Methodist meeting had been held in a certain neighborhood, 
when a certain Lutheran had been stricken witii a sense of his 
evil ways, had related his experience, and was admitted into ihe 
number of the faithful. He had occasion soon after to visit the 
blacksmith near by. Yulcan was a Lutheran too : brother A. be- 
lieving that he was not in the right way, set himself to work in 
earnest to convert him to his new faith. A long discussion en- 
sued, the Methodist waxed warm, and plied his adversary with 
arguments loud and long : the inexorable blacksmith remained as 
cool as a cucumber. With a sad countenance the Methodist took 
leave of him, commiserating the impenitence and lack of ^th o£ 
this luke-warm Lutheran. Pointing to the river St. Lawrence, 
there a mile wide, he said, '^ as for me, now that I have got re- 
ligion in real earnest, my faith is so strong, that I should not f&at 
to walk across that river, were it necessary, even as Peter walked 
to the Saviour on the sea." With this exposition of his faith, he 
left the blacksmith to his meditations. 

A few weeks after this, in the course of business, brother A. 
had occasion to crpss the river to the American side — ^he had no 
canoe of his own, but the blacksmith was a good neighbor, and 
had a good canoe, which he had oft;en borrowed before, accord- 
ingly to the smith's he went, and nothing doubting, requested the 
loan of his canoe. Our blacksmith was a wag in his way, and to 
the civil aud neighborly request, he replied at once, and emj^a* 
tioally, '^ no sirree 1" The other looked at him in amazement, and 
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b^gan to think OTor in hia own mind what occasion of offence he 
had given him. " Surely you will not revise to lend me your 
canoe." '^ Oueas so/' said the i^th ; '^ what do ye want it 
fwrr t" " Why, to go over the river to be sure." " What I" 
screamed out the blacksmith, ^^you want my canoe to go over the 
river! didn't you tell me jest tother day, that you had faith 
enough to walk right s.traight acrost that 'ere river, dry shod, 
without a^nkin I No nrree t I dont lend my canoe to any 
sech men. I want jest to see you try that 'ere ci^r, you made 
your brags about, I don't believe in a man havin great faith one 
day, and a being a-scared the next" How Hke interview termi- 
nated we are not informed, no doubt, however, brother A. was a 
little more cautious in future, in representing the measure of hi» 
&ith. 

The Grave Yard. — One cold winter morning the writer 
strolled into the burying ground in WiUiamsburgh, dose to which 
had stood the first Protestant Church in Canada. His attention 
about that time being directed to the history of l^e old church, it 
occurred to him that the statements he had received, might find 
some confirmation in the record of the grave yard ; but he sought 
in vain ; a number of apparently old graves were there, but the 
headstones were chiefly modem, nearly all of thepi of white mar- 
ble, carved and lettered in nearly every variety of style. Most of 
them bore the name of '^ Flynn," l^e Morrisburgh sculptor, who 
during the last few years has done a thriving business in thus 
perpetuating the names of passing generations, which, but for his 
chisel, had dropped into the grave '^ unlettered and unsung!" The 
custom of inscribing high sounding epitaphs upon the tombstones 
of departed friends,, is becoming yearly less prevalent, and al- 
though in many cases a few lines of some favorite hymn are still 
affixed, there is generally little more recorded than the name, the 
date of the birth, and dealli of the deceased. Occasionally we fin d 
a daguerreotype-likffliess of the person while living, set into the 
marble slab, the custom is an American one. 
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A few old and mdely carved dark gray limeetone slaibe w^re 
here and there scattered oyer the ground, but «o marred by the 
seyere frosts of oft repeated Ganadiiud winters, that no yesti^ of 
inscription could be found on them. Our attention was directed 
to a group, said to contain some old stones in a retired comer of 
the grave yard ; the oldest of them was bent over nearly to the 
ground, and held fast in that position by the frost ; nothing could 
be learned from it beyond the fact that an inscription of some 
kind was chiselled upon its under side. In Ihe ensuing summer 
we repaired to it again, with crowbar imd spade in hand, and in 
mood akin to Old Mortality, raised the old stone to its original 
position ; the inscription was somewhat elaborate, and fan firom 
legible, and it was with no small degree of interest if e deciphered 
the sorrowful lament of a devoted husband, over the grave of a 
youthful and beloved wife. Thus it ran ; — 

To the memory of Katy, 
wife of John Stames. Married 
y* 8th Nove"., 1785. she lived nine Years, five Months, and 
eleven Days with him. Was laid on a bed of Sickness four 
days and a half she departed this life y* 3rd April, 1795. 
Aged 27 Years, six Months, and eighteen Days. 

Near this stone remains the mortal Part 

Of her who once delighted every Heart, ^ 

How good she was, and what her virtues were, 

H^r guardian angel can alone Declare. 

Rest precious dust, till heaven thy worth Reveal, 

Thy judge will publish what thy friends Conceal. 

The stones adjoining Ihis were of more modern erection^ and 
their inscriptions quite l^ble. One was '^ In memory of the late 
Harriet Delisle, daughter of Margaret and David Delisle, late Rec- 
tor of Christ's Church Montreal. Who departed this life October 
8th 1791.'' Next to this was one inscribed <' To the ineim»7 of 
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t^e Hon. John Monroe, Esq. One of his Majesty's Legislative 
Council of Upper Canada, ^rmerly Captain in the King's late 
Rojal Regiment of New York, who died the 27th of October 1800 
aged 72 years. Close by these, are the graves of the Bevds. Messrs. 
Sw^d^^er and Weagant, formerly Ministers of Williamsbnrgh 
Chnroh, the brief inscription on the head-stone of the latter we 
have already given. No lettered stone records the virtues of the 
otl^er, bat his memory is embalmed in the hearts of the few old 
Lnlherans who lived in his time. 

Eablt Mills, and Eooentrioities. — The U. E. Loyalists 
were not without their eccentricities. Old Jacob Coons was a 
queer coon. An ingenious self taught mechanic, he delighted in 
nothing more than in exercising his handicraft. Generous in dis- 
position, and the friend of every body, he was frequently to be 
found gratuitously employed, at the building of a Church, a mill, 
or a barn, merely that he might have a hand in it, and be in the 
way of learning something. His desire to be in this way usefrdly 
employed, was only exceeded by his delight at building '< castles 
in the air." 

At a very early period of the settlement, he conceived the plan 
of, and actually built, a grist mill, upon an entively novel principle. ' 
He had observed, that the mills driven by the stream of the St. 
Lawrence, were frequently interrupted by the rise and fall of the 
river, caused by sudden changes of wind, &c. To remedy this, he 
proposed to himself another plan, and erected a mill at some dis- 
tance in the interior, which should alike be independent (^ the 
fluctifotions of the river, and the caprices of the wind. The new 
mill, it was true, was to be somewhat costly, and its machinery 
rather complicated, but, the advantage of working the year round, 
without intermission, sunshine or rain, windy weather and calm, 
could not be overestimated. 

The mode of propulsion was mysterious and original, and had 
been kept a profound secret from the inquisitive and we may add, 
the incredulous public. Its motive power, was in two words 
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" Perpetual MotM* / Over a deep well, was placed a large wal^ 
wheel ; over the wheel a pump, to be worked by the whe«l, and to 
disoharge into its buckets, water ^m the well, which, haTing 
turned the wheel, was again to have been turned into the wdl, 
and so on a<2 infinitum. We need scarcely add that ihe project 
was a failure, lliough it baffled the skill of its projector to tell the 
reason why. It stood for many a day, a monument of its builder's 
ingenuity and disappointment, and was seen and examined by 
many still Hying in the county. Jacob Coons was not the only 
one whose hopes had been similarly blasted. The theory of per- 
petual motion has engaged the life-time of many an aspiring me- 
chanical genius, and not till recently has it been condusi^efy 
demonstrated to be an impossibility. 

Our hero formed no exception to the tendency of minds like 
his, when baffled in one mode of procedure to fly off at once to the 
opposite extreme. His first mill had too much complicated machi- 
nery. His second, should have none at all, and supersede for ever 
all the gearing, spur and cog wheels of antediluvian millwrights. 
It was to be driven by the free winds of heaven. 

To effect his purpose, he erected an octagonal building of about 
* fourteen feet in height, and thirty-six feet in diameter. In the 
centre of this building, an excavation of two (nt three feet in depth 
was made, and in this was placed the nether mill stone. The 
upper stone received through its centre a wooden shaft, which 
extended perpendicularly to the top of the building, and passing 
through a circular hole in the tie-beam was free to turn in any 
direction. This shaft, having been morticed to receive the requiate 
number of horizontal arms, was equipped with wings, similar 
to the fan-boards of a fanning-mill. Eight openii^ were made, 
one on each side, the entire height of the building, to each of which 
was attached a door upon hinges. Thus the grist mill was 



Having firee ingress and egress for the wind, from the fimr 
points of the compass, unlike windmills of the present day, the 
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arms of his required no alteration of position to suit tlie breeze ; 
all that was required to ensure saccess, wias, that the wind should 
blow, no matter from what quarter. He took advantage of the 
first stiff breeze to start the mill. Opening the lee door first, no 
sooner had he opened i^e opposite one, than the stone b^an to 
revolve, the wings of course moving at a much higher velocity. It 
is said that he actually succeeded in grinding wheat with this 
paragon of simplicity — ^but " plague on it," when he had wheat 
to grind, the ?dnd refused to blow. It is sai^ too, but we will not 
stake our veracity on't, that upon one occasion, during the excite- 
ment of starting it, he was caught fiist by one of l^e wings, and 
swept round and round the building, narrowly escaping with his 
life, at one of the open doors. If we have been rightly inf(nrmed, 
the mill stones remained many years in their place, even after the 
building was removed. It must have been nearly on the side of 
tlie steam saw-mill at Iroquois. 

in 1818 the first grist and saw-mills were put in operation, in 
the Township of Mountain, on the North branch, and nearly at 
the same time, another, in South Mountain on the Nation River. 

Armstrong's Mills in Winchester, were commenced by two bro- 
thers named Merckley in 1825. As a raising bee could not be 
conducted in those days without the liquor , the two young men 
repaired to Waddington, purchased a barrel of whiskey, and set 
out on their return in a canoe. Whether or not before starting, 
they had too freely ^^preed" the contents of the cask, does not 
now appear, but by some mishap the canoe upset in mid-stream, 
the whiskey barrel rolled into the river, and both the young men 
were drowned. Thus too literally and unfortunately waa ezem* 
plified the common saying of having "drowned the miller." 

About the same time one Martinus Casselman, built an excel- 
lent grist-mill with fulling-mill attached, at Mariatown on Uie 
B^id du Plat, driven by the stream. Shortly after its construc- 
tion, the forwarders prosecuted him for obstructing the navigation. 
Being of a hasty disposition, and greatly averse to litigation, he 
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txNre it down in fii of passion, left the country, and took np his 
abode in '^ the land of liberty." He there erected another sti^eam- 
Dull, betwixt two idands, opposite Oook's tayern, and at the same 
time embarked in mercantile business. He was careless of mo- 
ney, and believing every one to be as honest as himself, he never 
thought of urging any body to pay his debts. After years of trad- 
ing, as may be supposed, he acquired a great run of business, and 
soon accumulated a large amount of outstanding accounts. To his 
great surprise he received scarcely any payments at all : at length, 
he thought he would call and see a few of his old customers, and 
satisfy himself what the prospect was. It now appeared that being 
of a migratory turn, they had nearly all moved, " off West." His 
indignation knew no bounds, he denounced them as a parcel of 
thieves and vagabonds, and declared he would stay no longer in a 
country, whose people were so dishonest as to withhold payment 
of tiieir just debts. 

Accordingly he returned to Canada, and settled down among 
his Mends. He attained a good old age, and we may add fircmi 
personal knowledge, tiiat a more honest and upright man or one 
more respected by his neighbors, never lived in the county than 
Martinus CassdmaiL 

*^ Shoald anld acqnaintanee be forgot, 
And never brought to mind.'' 

There resided in the county an old lady and gentleman " of 
the olden time," a widow and a widower ; the former 87 years of 
age, the latter 83. The old lady had been in her young days, 
wonderMly active and industrious, had raised a large family, and 
is reputed to have been the " smartest " woman of her time. 
She had from childhood been healthy and robust, and reached the 
goal of tliree score years and ten, before it could be said, that the 
woes of age had overtaken her. From that period the hardships 
of eairlylife told upon her constitution, and she gradually declined 
in bodily strength and mental vigor until she became quite childish 
and oblivious to aH that was past. She has now gone to her rest 
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The other possesses still, all the yivaoity and intdUigenee of 
youth. He has a distinct recoUeotion of the advent of the first 
settlors to ihe county, and has heen an attentive observer of Ihe 
prominent occurrences that have transpired in it, from that time 
till the present. A warmer-hearted m8n does not breathe. 
More for him .we cannot say, Ihan that he is the type of that 
genuine U. E. Loyalist character, which elsewhere we endeavored 
to ddineate. * 

The lines which we have placed at the head of this sketch, were 
r^ver more forcibly brought to mind, than while listening to the 
recital of the affecting circumstances, under which these two aged 
U. E. Loyalists, met, after a separation of many, many years. 

In days long gone by, their parents resided near to each other, 
and the little boy and girl attended school together. Time rolled 
on — the little boy became a lad of seventeen, and she, a buxom 
lass of one and twenty. A finer girl could not be, at least so 
thought our hero who about this time, it has been said, made her 
the offer of his heart and hand: but she had " big feeling,'' and 
wouldn't marry a beardless boy, so much younger than herself; 
so his suit fell to the ground, and what was worse than all, his fair 
one was ere long wed to another. He too, was shortly afbwwards 
married, and removed to another part of the township. What 
with constant occupation at home, and the distance between them, 
they came to be old man and woman, widower and widow,* scarcely 
seeing each olher in the interval. A short time since, hearing 
that Uie old lady was very poorly, the old gentleman resolved that 
he would go down and see her once more. She was informed 
that her old friend was in the house, and would like to see her. 
She heeded not. The old man entered her room, and took a seat 
beside her; for some minutes she gazed upon his once familiar 
features with a vacant stare. At last something in the tones of 
Ivis voice arrested her wanderings thoughts. The key that had 
so long locked up every remembrance of the past, seemed to have 
turned in the chambers of her mind, and she became for the time 
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perfeotly conscious and rationaL Thej wannly embraced each 
other, and the aged couple conversed for hours togel^er ujpon old 
topics, with the greatest enthusiasm. Big tears coursed down 
their now furrowed cheeks, as they spoke of the days of '^ auld 
lang syne," when they had lived and loved together. Though not 
hand in hand, they had '^ clamb " ilie hill of life — they had both 
reached the summit and were now '^ met thither at ihe foot.'' 
The meeting of tiiese two hearts, whose naturaT warmth the 
snows of fourscore winters had not extinguished, was an affecting 
si^t, and touched the surrounding friends, as nodiing had ever 
done before. 

How mysterious I How incomprehensible is the mind of man ! 
No sooner had the old man taken leave of her, than the pleasing 
recollection of the scenes of childhood, which his presence had 
recalled, vanished from her memory. She relapsed into her 
wonted unconscious reverie, and not the most earnest assurance 
of her fiends could convince her afterwards, that the interview 
had ever taken place. 



CHAPTER XVL 

TniT OF His Botal Highness, thb Prinob or Wales to 
Canada. 

Lord, let War^s tempest cease, 
Fold the whole Earth in paace 

Under thy wings ? 
Make all thy nation's one, 
And hearts beneath the sun, 
Till thon shalt reign alone 

Great King of Kings. 0. W. Holmm. 

" It will be all the same one bnndred years hence :" — ^is an ex- 
pression too fireqnently uttered by inconsiderate and easy going 
men. 

It is precisely one hundred years since an army of eleven thou- 
sand men, embarking on a flotilla of boats that must have covered 
the sur&M)e of the St. Lawrence for many miles, swept past the 
unbroken forests which then covered the County of Dundas. Will 
any one in the present day, looking back, say it was all the same 
one hundred years ago ? As we trace the progress and mark the 
improvement of the Province during the past hundred years, is it 
not truly marvellous to contemplate the various changes that have 
hurried us rapidly on to the creditable position we have already 
attained ? 

Whether we regard Canada in respect of her natural situation, 
her fertility, her unequalled means of internal communication, her 
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institations, oivil and saored, or turn to ihe great pnUic improve' 
ments that have already been effected, the enterpnze of her mer- 
chants and the perseverance of her farmers, it becomes a matter 
of utter impossibility to determine, by any kind of 'caloulatioii or 
with any degree of certainty, what she will be one hundred years 
hence. 

In 1851 there were eighteen million of acres of land occuped in 
Canada. Of these only 7,300,000 were under cultivation ; 138 
millions of acres of territory were unoccupied and uninhabited. 
If ihe present ratio of increase continue, the population of the Pro- 
vince at the banning of next century will have reached nearly 
twenty millions. '^ The future of Canada,'' says Mr. Morris '' is a 
brilliant one ; a great problem is being wrought out in her history, 
and on review of her immense resources, and a glance at her hardy, 
self-reliant population, the mind is irresistibly urged te the conclu- 
sion that her destiny b a grand one, and that on this American 
continent she may yet be destined to play no insignificant part 
among the role of peoples." 

Several circumstances have of late years brought our country 
into public notice. The exhibitions in London and Paris during 
Uie years 1851 and 1855 respectively, contributed in no small 
degree to force Canada upon the attention of those who knew little 
or nothing of her before. But the recent visit of Victoria's eldest 
son. His Koyal Highness, Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, to 
these North American colonies has been the crowning event of all. 

The completion of the Victoria Bridge was deemed a matter of 
sufficient importance to induce both houses of the Canadian Par- 
liament to invite the Queen of Britain to visat the Province in 
person. Stete reasons, and we may rely upon it, state reasons 
alone, prevented her from acceding to their request; but a literal 
compliance was approached as nearly as under the circumstances 
was possible. The gracious answer was returned, I will send you 
my son. It was accordingly intimated that the Prince of Wales 
would visit Canada during the summer of 1860, accompanied by 
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His QtBce the Duke of Newcastle, Colonial Secretidy, the Earl of 
St. Gennains, Lord Steward of Her Majesty's Household, Mi^or 
General Bruce, His Royal Highness' Qt)vemor, Major Teesdale, 
B. A., and Oapt> Grey of the Grenadier Guards, equerries in wait- 
ing, and Br. Acland, Hb Boyal Highness' physician. 

As soon as this became definitely known the President of the 
United States invited the Prince through the Queen to extend 
his yisit to Washington. The following is the letter of invitation, 
and the unostentatious reply of the Queen. 

Washington, June 4th, 1860. 
To Hbr Majesty Quein Viotobia: — 

** I have learned from the public journals that the Prince of 
Wales is about to visit your Majesty's North American Dominions. 
Should it be the intention of His Highness to extend his visit to 
the United States, I need not say how happy I would be to give 
him a happy welcome to Washington. You may be well assured 
that everywhere in this country he will be greeted by the Ameri* 
can people in such a manner as cannot fail to prove gratifying to 
your Majesty. In this l^ey will manifest their deep sense of your 
domestic virtues, as well as their conviction of your merits as a 
wise, patriotic, and constitutional Sovereign." 

Your Majesty's most obedient Servant, 

James Buchanan. 

Buckingham Palace, June 22nd, 1860. 

My Good Fbisnd: — 

'^ I have been much gratified at the feelings which prompted 
you to write to me, inviting the Prince of Wales to come to 
Washington. It will give him great pleasure to have an opportu- 
nity of testifying to you in person that these are fully reciprocated 
by him. He will thusbe able at the same time to mark the res- 
pect which he entertains for the Chief Magistrate of a great friendly 

V 
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and kindfed nation. The Prince of Wales inil dit^ all Boyal 
state on leaving my dominions, and travel under ili6 name of LoirA 
Benfrew, as he has done when travelling on the continent of 
Borope. The Prince Consort wishes to be kindly rememb^ped." 
I remain ever, yonr good friend, 

Victoria R. 



On the morning of the 10th Jnly, I860, the screw Kne of battle 
ship " Hero,'' 91, with His Royal Highness and snite on board, 
accompanied by the S. Frigate "Ariadne," 26, left Plymouth 
Sound, and directed their course for the Island of Newfoundland. 

" On l^e evening of the 23rd the " Hero " steamed majestically 
into port between the almipt and lofty headlands, forming the bold 
and picturesque entrance into the the fair haven of St. John's. 
The Ariadne fcdlowed, and both ships came to their moorings 
amidst the cheers of the inhabitants who lined the houses, wharves, 
and shipping, and amidst the pealing of Cal^edral bells, whilst 
flags innumerable fluttered in the breeze." The following day 
at noon the Prince landed, and the dense crowds on shore mada 
the air resound again and again with their cheers. The Ships of 
war thundered a Royal salute, and bands played the National 
Anthem. The streets w^e lined with enthusiastic and delighted 
multitudes, and the most perfect order reigned throughout. 

Addresses ot welcome were presented to the illustrious visitor ; 
a grand dinnw, supper, and ball awaited him at the Oovemment- 
House. Before leaving, he was presented with a magnificent New- 
foundland Dog, which the Prince received with evident pleasure, 
and named " Cabot " in honor of the disoovmier d the Island. 

On the 28tli, the Royal Squadron ent^fied the harbor of 
Halifbz, Nova Scotia, and tlie illu^ous visitor received ^m tihe 
inhaUtants of that hosprtaUe city a welcome, which none wiio 
witnessed it can ever forget, and which, flor its hearty and unal- 
loyed rc^idngs, in some respects at leaat, was now^we turpaawJI. 
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r ikivt Bnuusrwick was next visited, and the tour of the Lower 
Pforinces oompkted by a call at Prinoe Edward Island. Leaving 
this, the fleet steamed through the straits of Northumberland, 
orosfiing a portion of the Gulf, first sighted the Bhores of Canada on 
' Sunday the 12th of Angust,and at sunset entered ihe Bay of Ghusp^* 
Hither the (Jor^nor General of Canada and his ministry had 
come to meet the Prinoe. The Duke of Newcastle at once went 
on board their steamer, the " Victoria," to visit his Excellency, 
who was invited to breakfast with His Eoyal Highness the fol- 
lowing n^oming. About noon the members of the Executive 
Council were introduced, after which, the squadron proceeded up 
i^ Gulf and came to anchor at the mouth of the Saguenay. 

The weal&er was cold and rainy, but ^e Prince and his suite, 
vrn^ing themselves up in their waterproof coats, went on board 
the Victoria, ascended the river a distance of forty-five miles, and 
there spent two days, admiring the grand and romantic scenery, 
and amusing themselves the while with fishing. 

On the ISih. they lurrived before the renowned citadel of Que- 
bec Their appearance, as ihe squadron rounded Point Levi, was 
ihe ognal for a general salute from the '^ Nile " and '^ Valorous " 
in the harbor, and from the citadel and batteries on shore. ^^ The 
scene then presented was very magnificent. Three fine ships of 
war were steaming up, under one of the strongest fortresses in 
ihe world. Clouds of smoke were enveloping the m^i of war, wad 
capping the k^y ste^ which frown down upon the water« The 
citadel, Durham Terrace, and the roo& of the houses, were black 
with multitudes of people ; the yards of aU the ships in port' were 
manned by thousands of tars, the wharves oovered with specta^ 
tors, and the river was alive with isteamers of all kinds plying to 
and:&o." 

A handsome pavilion had been erected on the markei-whard^ 
oarpeted with crimson, draped with flags and evergreens, and 
surmounted by the Boyal standard. Here His £(^al HighneM 
haded and was raoeiy«d ij the Governor, ihe ^cabinet ministoi 
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of Canada (in tbeir new nniformy set off with heavy gtdd laee 
trimmings, and wearing swords and co(d[ed hats,) the Mirror, 
attired in silken robes and attended by the corporation, and liie 
English and Catholic clergy of Ihe city in fnll canonicals. The 
Mayor read a lengthy bnt very excellent address^ first in French, 
then in English^ to which the Prince replied, and then taking hid 
seat in ihe Governor's carriage, he drore to his ExoelleiH^» 
residence. 

On the 21st, the Prince repaired to the splendid apartments 
that had been prepared for him by the Province in the Pariiament 
boildings, there to receive the formal greetings of those whose 
real gnest he was, the L^ishitire bodies of Canada. These, 
however, were not the first received at the Levee. The Roman 
Catholic Hierarchy, wearing purple robes and golden cracifizes, 
were first presented. The whole of the bishops belonging to tha& 
Ohnrch in the Province were present, and were separately intro^ 
duced by one of their number : then the Judges of the Superior 
Courts in Low^ Canada, in llieir silk robes and linen bands ; next 
came the members of the L^slative Council and Assembly, who 
re(i^>ec1ively presented, first in English, then in French, the fol- 
towing addresses.. 

So Jb $03hI libj^ss, ^Ibtrt S^ibsKti, prince ai SSaUs. 

May it please Youe Royal Highness, — 

«< We the Legislative Council of Canada in Parliament assembled 
i^roach your Royal Highness with renewed assurances of our 
attachment and devotion to the person and crown of your Royal 
Mother, our bdoYed Queen. 

'' While we r^et that the duties of state should have preyented 
our Sovereign from visiting thb extensive portion of her vast do^ 
minion, we loyally and warmly i^reciate the interest which he 
Majesty manifests in ity by deputing to us your Royal Highnes ' 
as her representative, and we rejoice in common with all her 
subjects in this Province at Uie presence amoqg us of him, wha 
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at some ^tore, bnt we hope distant day, will reign OTer liie 
Bealm, wearing with undiminished lustre the crown which wHl 
descend to him. 

'^ Though 4he formal opening of that great work, the YietoriA 
Bridge, known throughout the worid as the most gigantic effort 
in modem times of engineering skill, has been made the special 
occasion of your [Royal Highness' visit, and proud as are Canft^ 
dians of it, we yet venture to hope that you will find in Canada 
many other evidences of greatness and progress, to interest you in 
the welfare and advancement of your future subjects. 

'' Enjoying under the institutions guaranteed to us all freedom 
in the management of our own alEurs, and as British subjects 
having a common feeling and interest in the fortunes of the Em- 
{Are, its glorks and suceesses, we trust, as we beUeve, that the 
visit of Your Boyal Highness will strengthen the ties which bind 
together the Sovereign and the Canadian people." 

The Prince replied in English, then in French, his pronuncia«- 
tion of the French being as perfect as that of the English. 
^ Oentlbmbn, — 

From my heart I thank you for this address, breathing 
a spirit of love and devotion to your Queen, and of kindly 
interest in me as her representative on this occasion. At 
-every step of my progress through the British colonies, and now 
more forcibly in Canada, I am impressed with the conviction thai 
I owe the overpowering cordiality of my reception to my connec- 
tion with her, to whom, under Providence I owe every thing, my 
sovereign and parent. 

" To her I shall with pride convey the expressions of your 
loyal sentiments, and if at some fixture period, so remote, I trust, 
that I may allude to it with less pain, it shall please God to place 
me in that closer relation to you which you contemplate, I cannot 
hope for any more honorable distinction, than to earn for mysdf 
euch expressions of generous attachment aa I now owe to your 
appredatbn of ihe virtues of the Queen. 
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'^ Few as yet have been the days wMeli I ha^e spent in this 
oonntry, b«t I haTe seen mndi to indicate the rapid progress and 
future greatness of United Canada. The infancy of this ProTinoe 
has resembled in some respects that of my natare iskiidy and as in 
centuries gone by^ the moUier countiy combined the seToaral 
Tirtues of the Norman and Anglo Saxon races^ so I may y«mtitfe 
to anticipate in the matured character of Canada, the united 
exoellencies <^ her double ancestry. Most heartily I respond to 
your desire that the ties nrhidi Und together the Soyereiga and 
the Canadian people, ma^ be strong and enduring." 

The Assembly's address and reply are as follows : — 

^ The Speaks, with a sonorous Toice, rolled out the micbess 
first in English then, in French ; and, in reply, the quiet tones of 
the Prince's ycmthful voice were listened to in the deq»est 
irilence." 

Mat it please Your Royal Highness, — 

" We, the L^islative Assembly of Canada, in Parliament assem- 
bled, approach your Boyal Highness with assurances of our devoted 
attachment to the person and crown of our Most Gracious 
Sovereign. 

*^ The Queen's loyal subjects in this Province would have re- 
rejoiced had the duties of state permitted their august Sovereign 
to have herself visited their country, and to have received in per- 
son the expression of their devotion to h^, and of the admiration 
with which they regard the maimer in which she administers the 
affifdrs of the vast Empire, over which it has pleased the IHviiiB 
Providence to place her. 

^^ But while we cannot retrain from expressing our unfe^ed 
r^ret that it has proved impossible for our Queen to visit her 
possessions in Canada, we are deeply sensiUe of her gradous d«- 
sire to meet the wishes of her subjects, by having permitted the 
opportunity of welcoming in this part of her dominions, the heir 
apparent of the throne — our ^ture sovereign. 

" We desire to congratulate your Boyal Highness on yon^ 
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amvid isk Canada^ an eyent to be long remembered, bs manifeating 
tbe deep iaterest felt by ike Queen in the welfare of her colonial 
^ubjeots. On this auspicious occasion, when for the first time 
ihe eolonies h^.ye been honored by the presence of the heir appar 
XQQt) . we receive an earnest of the determination of our most 
gnbpio^s Sovereign to knit yet more closely the ties of affection 
md duty wluch unite us to the British Empire, and enable us to 
Aare in its glories and its great historical associations. 

" The approaching opening of the great Victoria Bridge by 
your Boyal Hi^bness, has been the more immediate cause of your 
present visit to Canada, and we trust you will find in that stupen- 
dous worls; the most striking evidence in which the capital and 
fikiU of the mother country have united with the energy and enter- 
j^m^ of the Province, in overcoming natural obstacles of the most 
formidable character ; but we trust that in your further progress 
your Boyal Highness will find in the peace and prosperity of the 
people, and in their attachment to their Sovereign, the best proof 
of the strength of the ties which unite Canada to the mother 
^im,try, and of the mutual advantages to the Empire, and to the 
Colony, from the perpetuation of a connection which has been 
fraijight with such great and beneficial results. 

" We pray that your Jloyal Highness may be pleased to convey 
to our most gracious Queen, the feelings of love and gratitude 
with which we regard her rule, and especially of her condesceur 
pion in affording us the occasion of welcoming your Boyal High- 
ness to the Province of Canada." 

REPLY. 

<* Gbntlembn,-^No answer that I can return to your address 
will ftufficiently convey my thanks to you, or express the pleasure 
which I have derived from the manifestations of loyalty and affeo- 
tion to the Queen, my mother, by which I have been met uponnqr 
arrival in this Province. As an Englishman, I recognize with 
pride these manifestations of your sympathy with the great nation 
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ftom whicli 80 many of you trace your origin, and with irUoh 
you share the honors of a glorious history. In addressii^ yoa, 
however, as an Englishman, I do not f[>rget that some of my fd^ 
low-subjects here are not of my own blood : to them ako, a& 
eq>6cial acknowledgment is due, and I receive with peculiar grali* 
fioation the proofs of their attachment to the Crown of Engknd* 
They are evidence of their satisfaction with the equal laws under 
which they live, and of their just confidence, that whatever be 
their origin, all Canadians are alike objects of interest to their 
Sovereign and her people. Canada may be proud that wilMn her 
limits, two races of different languages and habits are united in 
the same L^slature by a common loyalty, and are bound to tibe 
sune Constitution by a common patriotism, but to all of you, and 
to the three millions British subjects of whom you are the repre^ 
sentatives, T am heartily thankful for your demonstration of good 
will, and shall not readily fi)rget the mode in which I have been 
received amongst you. 

'' With you I r,^ret that the Queen has been unable to 0001*^ 
ply with your anxious desire, that she should visit this portion of 
her Empire. I have already had proofs of the affectionate devo- 
tion which would have attended her progress, but I shall make it 
my first, as it will be my most pleasing duty upon my return to 
England, to convey to her the feelings of love and gratitude to 
her person and her rule, which you have expressed on this ooear 
sion, and the sentiments of hearty welcome which you have offered 
to me, her son." 

Now followed the most interesting ceremony of all; the 
Speaker of the Upper House knelt down on both knees in front 
of the Prince : His Royal Highness taking the Duke's unsheathed 
sword, laid it first on his left shoulder, then on his right, saying 
at the same time, *^ Rise, Sir Narcisse Belleau," who rose accord- 
ingly, and rose a knight. In like manner Mr. Henry Smith, ilie 
Speaker of the Assembly, knelt before the Prince, and rose a 
l^n^ht. 
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tJnboanded enthndasm had marked the progress of the Prinoe 
at evety step, ever since be bad set foot on tbe western bemis* 
pbere, but no urbere bad preparations for bis reception been made 
on so ma^ifioent a scale as at Montreal. Tbe corporation bad 
erected fountains, created squares ana gardens, and otherwise 
permanently embellished tbe city. A committee of tbe merchant 
prittoes, styled tbe Citizens' Eeception Committee, bad expended 
$43^490 on pavilions, arches, and other decorations. They had 
erected an octagonal ball-room, nearly 300 feet in diameter, 
of handsome exterior, lighted with gas, and embellished with 
palatial splendor. As if by magic it^ rose up in a few weeks, 
costing $16,000 in its construction. Ten thousand flags waved 
from the sparkling roofs of tbe silver city, or draped its principal 
thoroughfares. Ever since tbe Prince's landing on our shores, tbe 
weather bad been damp and disagreeable, and for some days pre- 
vious to bis arrival in Montreal, tbe rain bad not ceased to de- 
scend in torrents. Rivers of water flowed through tbe streets, 
and, in many places, tbe anxiously expectant spectators waded 
about in tbe mud ankle deep. Tbe massive wooden arches were 
deq>oiled of much of their artistic colorings, and their gigantic 
jMroportions assumed a sombre and heavy aspect, as they loonn^ 
solemnly through the dark and drizzling atmosphere. Others of 
a lighter kind retained their freshness, and were even enhanced in 
beauty by tbe pearly rain drops which trickled from their pen- 
dftnt boughs of evergreen. As in Quebec, a gorgeous pavilion bad 
been erected on tbe landing wharf, painted with crimson and gddy 
festooned with wreaths of evergreens, and surmounted by flagg. 

On tbe 24tb of August, the steamer ^* Kingston,'' having tbe 
Prince on board, and with tbe Royal Standard floating from her 
mast-head, rounded Longue Point, 9 miles below Montreal. 
Many river steamers bad gone down to meet her, trimmed with 
green branches, with colors flying and crowded with passengers. 
One by one, ii^ regular file, they hove in sight, and a scene ensued 
which for its novelty and efiect was very remarkable. Oppo0ite 
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LongaOTil, ihe " Eingston " dn^ped anohor, and the whole 4eet 
of Bteamen, nnmberiBg oyer twenty, clustered around her in one 
dense maas, hogging and joeUing each other in the most oonfnsed, 
yet friendly mann^ possible. From fifty frmnels the pent up steam 
belched forth with indes^baUe noise, envdoping Uie whole in a 
cloud of fleecy vapor. Steam whistles screamed their shriSeat 
sotea, steamboat beUa rang vociferously, the passengers cheered 
the vwiiible Prince till their throats were hoaise, and bands of 
music played the National Anthem till the mulEdcians could blow 
BO longer. Such a Babel of discordant sounds was surely nev^ 
heard before. After a time the tumult subsided, and the attend- 
ant steamers, one by one, returned to the city, leaving the 
^Kingston'' at andior, and the Prince, ''alone in his glory/' 
The ceremony of landing was deferred till the following morning. 

On Saturday the 25th, His Boyal Highness attired in his colo- 
nel's uniform and attended by the suite, nimbly stepped from on 
board the Kingston, as soon as she came along-side the Bonsecount 
wharf, where the Mayor and the tiite of the citizens were in wait- 
ing to receive him. The war Steamers "Styx," "Valorous," 
«nd " Flying-fi£^" anchored in the stream, roared a Boyal sal«te 
from their great guns. Their crews manned the yards, and led by 
their commanders standing <m the paddle boxes, sung out three 
hurty British cheers, and three times three, which wakened the 
echoes again for many miles aroundL The spectators, who crowded 
•round the wharves, stood at the windows and on the roois of the 
houses, and perched themselves high up in the rigging of the craft 
in the neighborhood, numbered 50,000. H^re and th^*ean effort 
was made by them to raise a^sheer, but it was evident that (Peering 
was not their fort, for it was taken up in a feeble and de$ult(^ 
anacnner, and died away unmistakably— /ailure number one^ 

Mayor Bodier in his scarlet robe trimmed witli rich furs, mag- 
nifioenee personified, read the address of the Corporation, first 
in Englu^, then in FrenoL The Prince replied in English^ and 
immediately after, prooeeding to the state canriage and four whioh 
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awaited him on the wharf, set out on his triumphal entry through 
tiie heart of the citj, preceded by a bimd of painted Indians in their 
native costume, and f(dlowed by a numerous procession. 

" 0, wud some power the giftie gie us; 
<< To see ouneh ae othen see us," 

Notwithstanding the glowing descriptions of Bome of the local 
newspapers, the procession, taken as a whole, was in our opinion, 
failure nuniber two. But that was a very secondary matter ; tiie 
crowds gathered to see the Prince, they did see him, and ike most 
unbounded satisfaction prevailed. In the French Square, a com- 
pany of American Volunteers, were drawn up in line, and presented 
arms as the Prince passed. Their handsome uniform, shining 
accoutrements, and martial bearing attracted the attention of the 
Prince, and elicited the plaudits of the spectators. A large num- 
ber of Canadian Volunteers, cavalry, infantry, and artillery, joined 
in the cavalcade and made a good appearance ; the Highland bri- 
gade with their plumes and tartans were particularly admired. 

The exhibition building on St. Catherine Street, was first inaugu- 
rated. Then the all-important ceremony of laying the last stone, and 
clinching the last rivet of the great Victoria Bridge, was duly 
attended to, a^r which the Eoyal party were r^aled by a sump- 
tuous lunch at the Grand Trunk Railway Station. In the even- 
ing, a brilliant illumination exhibited the city in all the daziling 
splendor of imagination's fairest fairy land. Whatever shortcom- 
ings there may have been, this was admitted by all to be a decided 
success. Great St. James Street presented on that ni^t such a 
varied continuation of resplendent decorations, as perhaps no street 
of similar length, in any part of the world, had ever done before. 
At the same time, in the neighborhood of the Bridge from the 
wharves and the shipping, an unceasing and magnificat dii^lay 
of fireworks was sustained till midnight, revealing at intervals, the 
long lines of that wonderful structure, in alternate lights rf red, 
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irhite, and bine. On Monday a levee was lield at l^e Court 
Honae, and during two boors Qie place was in a state of siege. 
2000 citicens, in swallow tails, wbite neck-ties, and kids, tbroi^ed 
its balls, enduring all tbe tortures of an unmitigated squeeze, ere 
&ey suooeeded in gaining tbe august presence, and tbe bonor of 
presentation. Tbe Anglican Bisbop and Synod were first reeeived, 
tbe Judges and Roman Catbolic Clergy followed, and next tbe 
PiQsbyterians in connection witb tbe Cburcb of Scotland, beaded 
by tbeir Moderator, of venerable aspect, and portly mien. On 
reaebing tbe presence. Dr. Matbieson unrolled bis parcbment, and 
was about to read tbe Synod's address, as tbe representative of the 
Andean Cburcb bad done before bim ; at tbis point be was inter* 
rupted by tbe Governor General, wbo intimated tbat be could not 
read it, but must simply band it in, witbout a reply, to tbe Prince. 
A scene now ensued, tbe full import of wbicb did not at tbe time 
transpire, but it was evident to all tbat a screw was somewbere 
loose. Tbe Doctor informed tbe Governor tbat sucb a course woidd 
neitber be satisfactory to tbe deputation nor respectful to tb^ 
Cburcb, and tbat, under sucb circumstances, be must decline 
presenting it at all. Witb rare presence of mind and dignify, be 
rolled tbe parcbment up, banded it to tbe Synod Clerk, and, being 
presented to tbe Prince, witbdrew. " Tbat's Scotcb," wbispered 
one of tbe mirtb enjoying navy officers, wbo was standing near by. 
Tbe position was ratber an unfortunate one for all concerned. Tbe 
amende honorable was bowever made, and tbe Synod's address was 
afterwards graciously received and replied to at Kingston. Tbd 
true manliness of tbe Doctor, not only reflected upon bimself sbowers 
of approbation from every Protestant body in Canada, but secured 
^r eacb of tbem in Upper Canada, a similar recognition. 

In tbe evening of tbe same day, tbe great event, upon wbicb tbe 
dtkens bad rested tbeir bopes of eclipsing every past and ^ture 
d^ttonstration, came off. Tbe Ball, wbicb above every tbing else 
.rendered tbe Montreal reception tbe most conspicuous, was upon a 
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male altogether unprecedented. It was attended hy nearly 8000 
persons, who enjoyed themselves in the presence of the Prince, till 
gray dawn of morning. The Prince danced, and talked, and en- 
joyed himself, to his own heart's content, and to the unspeakable 
admiration of all who saw him. Eyen the fastidious correspond 
dent of the London '^ Times," acknowledged that success number 
two had been achieved. 

On Tuesday, the 28th, the Royal party proceeded by the Grand 
Trunk Railway to Dickinson's Landing, where the Steamier *^ King- 
ston'' was in waiting to convey ihem down the far famed rapids of 
the St. Lawrence. The inhabitants in this neighborhood had been 
kept in a state of excited suspense for some time by flying rumours 
of a contradictory kind, as to the precise locality which was to be 
honored by the embarkation of the Prince ; but as soon as it became 
certainly known that this place had been decided upon, such 
pFeparations as the time permitted were made. The road from the 
station to the river was lined on both sides with spruce trees, and 
spanned by several light but tasteM arches of evergreens, bands 
of music were in attendance, the houses in the village were covered 
with fliags, and Captain Dickenson's troop of Cavalry from Corn- 
wall escorted the cortege to the wharf. Upon this was laid a 
carpet 80 feet in length, made of maple leaves sewed together, 
which although hurriedly got up by the ladies, its beauty and novd- 
ty yet attracted the attention of the Prince. But the most plea* 
sing demonstration of all, was the presence of 10,000 fanners, who 
had poured in from the counties of Stormont and Dundas to do 
homage to the heir of Britain's throne. Here, as at almost every 
torn which his Royal Highness took, he was presented with an 
address,^ setting forth the loyalty of the inhabitants and thdr at- 
tachment to the crown and person of their sovereign. The Prince 
leaohed Montreal in the evening, greatly delighted with the ex- 
(utement of ^' shooting" the rapids, and thoroughly £a,tigued with 
the unremitting ovations of the previous few days,, On Friday 
morning the Prince took leave of Montreal, amidst a drenching 
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nda, proceeded by tiie Gnad Trunk Baihraj to St Amie% 
Ikenee op the Ottsira, and reached the Ci^ of Ottawa at aonaei. 

No more royal aqnadrona, nor aahitea from " rixfy-fbnr pound- 
en/' nor cheers inm aailon on the manned yards, and yet Iheir 
phwes are l^ no means inaptly sopi^ied. As he approaches Ae 
hd^ts on idiich the city stands, his steamer is laet by a fleet of 
150 bark canoes drawn up in two lines, manned by 1200 brawny 
lumbermen, all dressed in jadcets of red or bloe, white tronseis, 
and jaunty straw hats. Steaming slowly through the picturesque 
Gnes, the '' Phoenix " halted at th^ head, when they immediatdy 
ranged themselves in the form of the letter Y, point foranost, the 
two wings stretching away behind to both shores, and the Prinoe's 
steamer leading in the midst 

^ As this ^<nious aquatic procession passed New Edinbui^ 
and the city, the enthusiasm became positively wonderful ; the 
boatmen, and the 20,000 spectators who lined the slopes, raised 
die most vigcnrous cheers that had yet greeted the Prince in 
America, and this extraordinary demonstration excited the most 
intense interest of tiie whole royal party«" 

Excellent arrai^ements had been made at the landing place, 
but just at the auspicious moment, the customary rain set in and 
drenched the assemblage. The ceremoiiy was hurried through, 
and the illustrious visitors drove off rapidly in close carriages to 
the Victoria Hotel. Sweet little children in white, singing the 
National Anthem, were driven like snow-flakes before the pitiless 
storm, and the disappointed multitude diq)ersed, finding their way 
as best they might to their homes, or the crowded hotels. 

On Saturday the Ist of S^>t6mb^, the sun shone profdtioualy 
on the gayly adorned and joyous little city. Numerous ardies 
spanned the spacious streets. The arch at ^ entrance to the 
new Pariiament buildings, was acknowledged to surpass anything of 
the kind seen in Montreal or elsewhere. The ceremony of laying the 
comer stone of the new Parliament building came off at eleven,and 
at noon the levee was opened. As it was somehow understood 
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thut one o*dock liad been the hour named for this, not many had 
the h<mor of presentation. The ^layat and Gorpoiation of Ottawa 
Gity were first presented, and then the deputation ^m the county 
of Dundas, who presented an address to his Eoyal Highness, 
iRFtdch we giye in ^ill together with the reply, not from any sup- 
jK>sed excdlenoe in the address, but because to residents of the 
county it will be interestiDg hereafter, and to the general leadw 
it will present a fair sample of nine-ten^ of the addresses re- 
oeived and replied to by the Prince* 

May it please Yoitr Royal Highness, — 

" We, the inhabitants of the County of Dundas, Canada West, 
approach your Koyal Highness with sentiments of profound respect* 
We b^ leave to assure your Royal Highness that it affords us 
unbounded satisfaction to avail ourselves of the gracious permission 
accorded to us, humbly to testify our devoted loyalty to the 
government of your august mother, our Queen ; and to express 
to your Royal Highness our admiration c^ the many virtues which, 
adorning her character, have shed a lustre on the British Crown, 
aiEid have distinguished our Queen as the most illustrious Sovereign 
i^t ever graced the British Throne. 

" Your royal ancestor, King George III, liberally rewarded those 
fd^hfiil soldiers who valiantiy fou^t for their king and"country 
i^ ihe first American war, with grants of land in Canada. 

'^ Am(mgst the first counties thus settled, was Bundas in 1784, 
atid we are proud to have an opportunity of declaring to yovt 
Royal Highness, that devotion to their Queen and to British 
institutions, in undiminished intensity, still animates the hearts of 
the deBoendants of the U. E. Loyalists of Bundas. 

" In the visit of your Royal Hi^ness to Canada at this tiuiej 
%re recognize an act of kindness and condescension on the part of 
<mr Sovereign deman^ng our deepest gratitude, while we tmstit 
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may gratify your Boyal Highness to witness the loyalty of y<mr 
future subjects ; and while your visit inspires these subjects with 
increased admiration and respect for their beloved Queen, we ako 
pray that it may have the effect of permanently cementing the 
friendly relations now happily subisting betwixt the citizens of our 
neighboring republic and the subjects of Her Majesty, in OTery 
portion of her vast dominions. 
Dundas County, 30th July, 1860.'' 

The following answer was transmitted : — 

" Ottawa, September, 1860. 
Sir, — I have the honour to convey to you the thanks of His 
Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales, for the address presented 
to him by the inhabitants of the County of Dundas. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Newcastle. 
Alex. McDonell, Esq." 

A spirited canoe race terminated the proceedings of a day, 
memorable in the annals of Ottawa City and was followed 
at night by a torch light procession and general illumination. 
From Ottawa the Prince proceeded to Arnprior, and thence 
to Brockville, where he arrived at dusk. Here he was met 
by the most extraordinary enthusiasm yet witnessed. From 
the railway station to the steamer, the*whole line of proces- 
sion was lighted up by a continuous blaze of fire-works. '^ The 
halo of glory, the lots of smoke, and myriads of green, red, blue, 
and white fire-balls surrounding the Prince, made the whole 
thing look like some of the disappearances of H. S. M., (His 
Satanic Majesty) in theatrical representations.'' The Prince sl^t 
on board his steamer anchored in the stream ; next morning^ he 
disembarked and drove through the town, and called upon the Horn 
(}eorge Crawford at his residence. So much gratified was His 
Boyal Highness with his hearty reception at Brockville, that he 
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withdrew tlie short and formal reply given to their address, and 
conferred a double honor on the plucky little town, by the follow- 
ing se&md reply. 

Gentlemen, 

" I am deeply touched by the cordiality and warmth of feeling 
with which I have been welcomed to this town ; for your address 
I thank you, and heartily appreciate the sentiments of attachment 
to your sovereign and her empire which you have expressed. 

'^ The name of your town recals the memory of a brave man, 
and of brave deeds in times now happily past. May such men 
never be wanting to you, but may their services long remain un- 
called for. 

" I never doubted that the well known loyalty of the people 
would ensure to me a kind reception amongst you, but day after 
day convinces me that I had not fully estimated the strength and 
ardor of Canadian patriotism. 

^' Be assured that I shall not soon forget the scene of this 
evening." 

On the 4th the Prince left Brockville and, passing through the 
Lake of the Thousand Islands, arrived oS Kingston. Hitherto the 
populace had besi^ed the Prince ; now the tables were reversed, 
and the Prince besi^d the citizens. The Orangemen had repaired 
in great numbers to Kingston : they had erected several arches 
decorated with the mottoes and devices, and other emblems of 
their order, and had announced their intention of joining in the 
procession dressed in their Ml regalia. The Roman Catholics, 
who are also numerous here, had protested loudly against these 
proceedings, in a communication to the Duke of Newcastle. The 
Duke intimated, that he could not advise the Prince to counten- 
ance any proceedings calculated to excite ill feeling amongst any 
portion of Her Majesty's subjects, and firmly announced his deter- 
mination, that, unless these party emblems were removed, the 
Boyal party would not land at all. 

W 
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The Orangemen were immoyeaUe, ihej had adopted as their 
motto " no surrender,'' and it was unalterable. The Duke's decree 
was also irrevocable, henee the contre temps. For twenty-two 
hours the Prince and the Duke lay at anchor in the harbor ; but 
finding them inexorable^ they directed their course through the 
Bay of Quinte to Belleville. At this place a similar state of 
affairs existed, and the proposal to remove the obnoxious emblems 
was "" resisted. The Mayor of the town boarded the Prince's 
steamer, and expostulated with the Duke, but all in vain ; no 
sooner had he turned to proceed to the shore, than the " Bang- 
ston '' moved off down the bay, and was quickly out of i»^ht. 
Now that the Prince had come and gone, the inhabitants of 
Belleville repented of their folly, and in a conciliatory address to the 
Prince at Toronto, besought him to oome back again, but it was 
now too late. 

His Boyal Highness landed at Cobourg and Port Hope, and 
also visited Peterboro in the interior. " One of the enthusiastic 
throng there, thrust his hand into the Boyal carriage, the Prince 
in the fulness of his good nature, shook it heartily-— others followed 
the example, and he was soon busied shaking hands with all who 
came." From Port Hope he proceeded by rail to Whitby, where 
the people were literally mad with joy, and thence by steamer to 
Toronto. 

The Orangemen had reluctantly promised to forego their party 
display here, and having given the Duke an explicit assurance 
that nothing of the kind would be presented, it was determined 
that His Koyal Highness should land. 

" The landing of the Prince in Toronto occurred an hour before 
dark. It was a spectacle which for magnificence has probably 
never been surpassed in the modem world. Just as the Montreal 
ball was the finest thing ever seen under a roof, so the display 
here was by far the finest thing ever seen out of doors. So ex- 
quisite and effective were the arrangements for landing, that when 
the Prince stepped ashore^ he stood for several moments silently 
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contemplating the scene. In front of him was an amphitheatre 
occupied by 12,000 people, rising tier above tier, and covering 
several acres of ground. The seats in front were occupied by over 
5,000 school children, who after the presentation of the address, 
united their voices with the assembled multitude in singing the 
National Anthem. We believe we express the opinion of all com- 
petent judges when we say, that neither in England, France, nor 
the United States, did a more magnificent coup d'ceil ever greet 
the eye of prince or potentate.** 

The Prince took an excursion to Collingwood on the Georgian 
Bay, and returned the same evening to Toronto, having travelled 
part of the way on the Northern Railway at the rate of 55 miles an 
hour. From Toronto he went to London, and thence to Sarnia, 
where an amusing and interesting scene took place. " The Indians 
— ^real red savages — ^majestic in mien, faces painted, heads adorned 
with hawks' feathers and squirrels' tails, silver spoons in their 
noses, moccasined, &c. One of them, a magnificent fellow named 
Kanwagasti, or the Great Bear of the North, advanced to the 
front, and striking out his right hand, yelled out an Indian address 
to the Prince, which was translated to him by an Indian inter- 
preter, who, as the red chieftain finished each sentence and folded 
his arms, gave the meaning of what was said." 

The harangue wbb as follows : — 

Gbeat Brother, 

" The sky is beautiful. It was the wish of the Great Spirit 
that we should meet in this place. My heart is glad that the Queen 
sent her eldest son to see her Indian subjects. I am happy to see 
you here this day. I hope the sky will continue to look fine, to 
give happiness both to the whites and the Indians. Great Brother, 
when you were a little child your parents told you that there were 
such people as Indians in Canada, and now since you have come 
to Canada yourself you see them. I am one of the Ojibbeway 
Chiefs and represent the tribe here assembled to welcome their 
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Great Brotlier. You see the Indians who are arotind ; they have 
heard that at some ftitare day you will put on the British Crown 
and sit on the British Throne. It is their earnest desire you will 
always remember them.'' 

" The Prince replied verbally, that he was grateful for the 
address, that he hoped the sky would always be beautiful, and 
that he should never forget his red brethren." 

As each phrase was interpreted to the Indians they yelled their 
approbation. Then the name of each was called out by the in- 
terpreter from a list handed him by the Gbvernor-General, and 
each one advanced in turn. Some had Buffalo horns upon their 
heads, some wore snake skins tied round their waists, and most of 
them were feathered on the legs like Bantam cocks.'' 

From Sarnia the Prince returned to London, and next visited 
the Falls of Niagara, where he rested quietly for two days, enjoying 
the grand scene, ^e witnessed also Blondin's crowning feat of car- 
rying a man upon his back over a slender rope stretched across 
the chasm below the Falls, and saw him return safely on stilts three 
feet in height, by the same narrow and fearfully hazardous path. 
On the 18th he was at Queenston heights assisting to lay the found- 
ation of an obelisk, to mark the spot where General Brock received 
his death wound, and replied to an address from the veteran sur- 
viving heroes of 1812 as follows : 

Gentlemen, 

" I accept with mixed feelings of pride and pain the address 
which you have presented on this spot, pride in the gallant deeds of 
my countrymen, but pain from the recollection that so many of the 
noble band have passed away from the scene of the bravery of their 
youth, and of the peaceful avocations of their riper years. I have 
willingly consented to lay the first stone of this monument. Every 
nation may without offence to its neighbors commemorate its 
heroes' acts, their deeds of arms and their noble deaths. This is 
no boast of victory, no revival of past animosities, but a noble 
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tribute to a soldier's fame — ^the more honorable because we readily 
acknowledge the bravery and chivalry of that people by whose 
hands he fell" 

" I trust Canada will never want such Volunteers as those who 
fought in the laat war, nor her Volunteers be without such leaders, 
Imt no less and most fervently I pray that your sons and your grand- 
eons may never be called upon to add other laurels to those which 
you have so gallantly won. Accept from me, in the Queen's name, 
my thanks for your expressions of devoted loyalty." 

Last of all, he visited Hamilton, where he bade an affectionate 
farewell to his Canadian fellow-subjects, in the following feeling 
reply to the address of the City Council. 

Gentlemen, 

" This is the laat of the very numerous addresses which have 
flowed in upon me from the Municipal authorities, as well as 
other bodies throughout the Queen's dominions in North America, 
which I have now traversed from East to We^t, and I can say 
with truth that it is not the least fervent in its declarations of 
attachment to the Queen, nor the least earnest in its aspirations 
for the success and happiness of my future life, and in its prayers 
that my career may be one of usefulness to others and of honor 
to myself. 

" You cannot doubt the readiness with which I undertookthe duty 
which was entrusted to me by the Queen, of -visiting in her name 
and in her behalf these possessions of her Crown. 

" That task is now nearly completed, and it only remains for me 
to report to your Sovereign, universal enthusiasm, unanimous loyal- 
ty, all pervading patriotism, general contentment, and I trust no 
less general prosperity and happiness. 

" I can never forget the scenes I have witnessed. The short time 
during which I have enjoyed the privilege of associating myself 
with the Canadian people must ever form a happy' epoch in my 
life. I shall bear away with me a gratei^l remembrance of kind- 
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ness and affection, which as yet I have been unable to do anything 
to merit, and it shall be the constant effort of my future years to 
prove myself not unworthy of the love and confidence of a generous 
peq)le." 

On the 20th His Eoyal Highness visited the show grounds of 
the Provincial Agricultural Association, and witnessed the largest 
exhibition of the industrial and agricultural productions of Csmada 
that had ever been brought together. He had already had con- 
convincing proof of the devotion to his mother and himsdf, of the 
Canadian people ; he now surveyed the unquestionable evidence of 
their industry and success in agricultural pursuits. Yet one more 
address from the farmers of Upper Canada — the farewell onoe 
more repeated, and the Prince of Wales has accomplished his mifr- 
sion. 

The address of the Agricultural Assodation of Upper Canada 
was presented by Mr. Wade, its president. 

To which His Boyal Highness made the following reply : — 

Gentlemen, 

'^ I return you my warmest acknowledgements for the address 
you have just presented upon the occasion of opening the fifteenth 
exhibition of the Agricultural Society of Upper Canada, and I 
take this opportunity of thanking the agriculturists, artisans and 
manufacturers who are now assembled from distant parts, in this 
City of Hamilton, for the more than kind and enthusiastic recep- 
tion which they gave me yesterday, and have repeated today. 

" Blessed with a soil of very remarkable fertility, and a hardy 
race of industrious and enterprising men, this district must rapidly 
assume a most important position in the markets of the world, 
and I rejoice to learn that the improvements in agriculture, which 
skill, labor and science have of late years developed in the mother 
country, are fast increasing the capabilities of your soil, and 
enabling you to compete successfully with the energetic people, 
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^hose stock and other products are now ranged in friendly rivalry 
with your own within this vast enclosure, 

" The Almighty has this year granted you that greatest boon to a 
people — an abundant harvest I trust it will make glad many a 
home of those I see around me, and bring increased wealth and 
prosperity to this magnificent Province. 

" My duties as representative of the Queen, deputed by her to 
visit British North America, cease this day ; but in a private 
capacity I am about to visit, before my return home, that remarka- 
ble land which claims with us a common ancestry, and in whose 
extraordinary progress every Englishman feels a common interest. 

" Before, however, I quit British soil, let me once more address 
through you the inhabitants of United Canada, and bid them an 
Affectionate farewell, 

" May God pour down His choicest blessings upon this great and 
loyal people," 



The days of enthusiastic rejoicing in Canada have come to an 
end. — His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales assumes the garb 
and title of an English gentleman, and as "Baron Renfrew," 
hies to the west and alights on the shores of the Great Republic. 
He visits Detroit, Chicago, and St. Louis, cities of the West, and 
is idolized by their inhabitants. Fowling piece in hand he roams 
over the boundless prairie, traverses in perfect satety the long 
lines of railway connecting the Mississippi with the head waters of 
the Ohio, visits Cincinnati and Pittsburgh, and is received in the 
capital of the United States with Royal honors. We behold him 
paying homage at the tomb of the immortal Washington, We follow 
him to the regions of the ^ sunny south.' New York the great 
commercial emporium of the continent opens wide her portals to 
receive and welcome him, and the hearty acclamations of half a 
million of republicans, reverberate from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
shores. In Boston he climbs the hill where the first blow for in- 
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depondenoe wafl struck, and his presence there, declares the nation 
worthy of the liberty which they achieved. 

At Portland in the State of Maine, an armed fleet lies anchored 
where eighty-five years before a British squadron had hostilely bom- 
barded the town. The cannons roar, but no hostile sound is there. 
Far and near the echoes ring, ^' give back thy priceless charge.'' 
A few words of parting spoken with moistened eye and quivering 
lip, and the illustrious visitor steps on board the royal barge* 
With vigorous strokes the jolly tars ply the oars, and soon, amid 
the thunders of a royal salute, the Prince of Wales is himself 
again, and he and his suite are, once more, on board the "Hero." 
** Up runs the royal standard to the main top, and once again the 
red flashes roll out, shaking the city and the heights of Mountjoy. 
Then up went the anchors, and the great ships, one after another, 
moved off majestically. Abreast of Fort Preble up runs another flag 
to the foremast head of the JTero, its folds spread out on the 
breeze, and lo ! all eyes on shore perceive that it is the flag of the 
Union, — the stars and stripes — another discharge of distant 
artillery rolls heavily towards the land — the dense masses of smoke 
clear away — the American flag is no longer seen, it has been dip- 
ped in true man-of-war style." And now, like a dissolving view, 
the gallant ships are borne swiftly away to the blue horizon. 

On the 15th of November, after a tempestuous voyage of twenty 
seven days, duriii^ which time serious fears for their safety had 
been entertained in England and in America, the Hero and the 
Ariadne came to anchor in Plymouth Sound. For the last time 
the ships manned yards and fired salutes as the royal standard 
came down from the Hero. Amid cheers from the crews of both 
ships, the Prince of Wales quitted the royal squadron, his long 
progress was brought to a close, and in a few hours more he waa 
at home in Windsor Castle. 

The time for moralizing had now come, and Canadians and 
Americans vied with each other in extolling the surpassing grace, 
and the princely bearing of him who was speeding o'er the deep to 
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his native land, and in bright predictions of the eternal friendship 
that is to unite the kindred nations. Nothing, save the presence 
of the Qneen herself, could have stirred to such depth these ocean 
floods of popular emotion ; and we are almost tempted to bless our 
lot, that the son had been substituted for the mother, for had our 
gracious Queen visited us in person, we believe her Canadian sub- 
jects would have given vent to their feelings of admiration and 
respect in such ezuberent demonstrations of devotion as had 
bordered upon insanity. 

It may be asked, what is Canada the better for having been 
the theatre of events, which, during their occurrence, excited the 
most intense interest of the civilized world ? What benefits are to 
accrue, what results to follow in the wake of tho gorgeous pageant 
that so lately filled the hearts of millions of British subjects and 
of American citizens too, with joy and gladness ? 

The questions are more easily asked than answered, yet we shall 
attempt a reply ; — In so far as Canadians were concerned, the 
invitation was dictated by a pure and lofty motive. It was nothing 
more nor less, than that the colonists might have an opportunity 
of testifying to their Sovereign in person, or to the representative 
whom she might appoint to visit them, their firm allegiance to the 
British throne, and their admiration of the virtues which conspic- 
uously grace the monarch who wields the sceptre of Great Britain 
and under whose benignant sway the British North American 
Colonies have risen during a brief century to a position of pros- 
perity unparalleled in the history of any other colony. The visit 
of the Prince of Wales has afforded such an opportunity, and the 
reception accorded to him has been such as to reflect credit upon 
the colonists, and has manifested to the world that they are worthy 
of the free institutions that have been conferred upon them, and 
that, while even now equal to the responsibilities of self govern, 
ment, they r^ard it as their privilege and their happiness to con- 
tinue as subjects of the British Crown. 

'^ The recent visit of the heir apparent of the British Crown to 
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several of the noblest portions of his futnre empire, has not been 
Vithont its influence in En^nd. It has awakened interest^ 
excited cariosity, and dififosed information. The great ovation 
with which the representative of the British Monarchy and the 
British nation has been greeted, is an honorable acknowledgment 
of the obligations which the people of Briti^ North America owe 
to the land from which they derive their freedom, and to which 
they are indebted for much of their political importance and no 
inconsiderable amount of their prosperity.!* * 

In another light it may be viewed, without doubt, as a means of 
bringing into notice our commercial, mechanical, and agricultural 
capabilities, and consequently we may reasonably anticipate an in- 
flux of English capital, and English skiU, and what is of still more 
importance, of English hands to clear off our forests, and work 
out the destinies of what must yet become a great producing 
country. 

That reasons of state policy, other than the mere gratification oF 
loyal colonists, may have had their influence in connection with 
the royal visit, is more than probable, but in the absence of any 
authentic information on that head, it would be presumptuous to 
speculate upon them. It is, however, a generally received opinion 
that a union of all the British Provinces into one great North 
American Confederation, has, through the personal inspection of 
an acknowledged sagacious Colonial Minister, been suggested to the 
Imperial mind ; and that although it will be left to the colonists 
themselves to decide upon the practicability of the movement, yet, 
that the influence of the British Government will be lm)ught to 
bear upon its accomplishment. 

There can be no doubt that the royal visit to the United States 
has been instrumental in cementing the friendly relations existing 
between England and that country, and the enthusiastic manner 
in which the Prince was every where welcomed by the American 

♦ London Quarterly. 
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people, is a sure pledge that bygone national animosities are for 
ever buried in oblivion, and tbat the two countries, already one in 
origin, in religion, and in language, will become more than ever 
allied in their identity of interests, and will each at least view with 
impartiality the excellencies of the other. 
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